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ADVERTISEMENT. 


This  volume  of  the  Society's  Transactions  and  Collections  is 
devoted  to  the  Records  of  the  Company  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
in  New  England,  as  contained  in  the  first  volume  of  the  ar- 
chives of  the  State.  It  is  believed  that  no  better  service  can 
be  rendered  to  the  Commonwealth,  or  to  the  cause  of  American 
History,  than  to  preserve  the  contents  of  this  valuable  docu- 
ment from  the  chances  of  loss  or  mutilation.  Not  only  the 
framework  of  the  civil  and  political  history  of  Massachusetts, 
for  the  first  twelve  years  of  its  colonial  existence,  is  to  be  found 
in  these  pages,  but  they  embody  details  of  private  life,  and  the 
ordinary  events  and  transactions  of  society,  such  as  are  not 
usually  met  with  in  legislative  records. 

A  better  "  portraiture  of  the  time  "  could  not  well  be  pre- 
sented ;  and  the  aim  has  been  to  exhibit  as  minute  and  literal 
a  copy  of  the  original  as  could  intelligibly  be  maintained  in 
print. 

The  transcript  was  made  by  Mr.  David  Pulsifer,  who,  to 
great  skill  in  penmanship,  joins  a  genuine  antiquarian  taste 
and  much  familiarity  with  the  chirography  of  ancient  records. 
The  care  and  labor  of  collation  were  shared  with  him  by  Rev. 
J.  B.  Felt,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  whose  ser- 
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vice  to  the  State  in  the  examination  and  arrangement  of  the 
obscure  and  neglected  manuscripts  of  the  government,  from  its 
earUest  period,  may  be  supposed  to  have  furnished  unusual 
preparation  for  the  task.  The  interest  and  patience  manifested 
bj  both  gentlemen  in  its  execution  are  the  best  guaranties  of 
its  fidelity. 

The  work  was  undertaken  by  the  Antiquarian  Society  at  the 
instance  of  gentlemen  distinguished  in  the  sphere  of  historical 
labors  and  learning,  who  felt  much  anxiety  at  witnessing 
the  progressive  decay  of  inestimable  documents  that  could 
never  be  replaced ;  and  found  no  encouragement  for  the 
hope  that  the  Legislature  would  defray  the  expense  of  their 
publication.  Although  in  some  respects  the  object  may  seem 
to  be  of  a  less  general  and  national  character  than  those 
upon  which  the  attention  of  this  institution  has  heretofore  been 
bestowed,  yet,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  chapters  in 
the  history  of  American  Colonization,  and  far  from  being  a  mat- 
ter of  merely  local  interest,  the  Council  of  the  Society  did 
not  scruple  to  apply  its  means  to  so  useful  a  purpose. 

For  reasons  which  had  weight  with  the  Society,  it  was 
resolved  to  issue  the  volume  in  parts  ;  and  to  proceed  to  pub- 
lication when  a  sufficient  portion  was  ready  for  the  press,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  preparation  of  the  whole  to  be  completed. 

The  conclusion  of  the  transactions  of  the  Company  in  Eng- 
land, at  the  period  of  the  embarkation  of  Winthrop  and  the 
transfer  of  the  government  to  this  country,  presented  a  natural 
and  convenient  point  for  the  first  division.  With  the  prefatory 
chapter,  and  additional  documents  properly  connected  with  the 
record,  the  quantity  of  matter  was  also  found  to  be  in  due  pro- 
portion. It  is  well  known  that  thus  much  of  the  record  has 
already  oeen  printed  in  the  valuable  compilation  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Young,  entitled  "  The  Chronicles  of  Massachusetts  ;  "  but  in  a 
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modem  dress  and  witli  reformed  orthography.  Copious  ex- 
tracts have  also  been  inserted,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Felt,  in  his 
"  Annals  of  Salem."  Much  information  has  been  derived 
from  the  learned  comments  and  annotations  of  these  gentle- 
men ;  but  the  whole  ground  has  been  critically,  or,  at  least, 
carefully,  resurveyed,  in  the  light  of  original  authorities.  Those 
who  are  most  accustomed  to  such  investigations  best  under- 
stand how  difl&cult,  not  to  say  impossible,  is  the  avoidance  of 
occasional  errors.  Yet,  while  asking  indulgence  for  any  need 
of  correction  that  may  be  noticed  in  these  pages,  we  trust  the 
correction  itself  may  never  be  withheld.  He  who  will  not 
acknowledge  both  active  and  passive  fealty  to  the  sacred  prin- 
ciple, that  private  opinions,  and  all  personal  considerations,  are 
to  be  laid  as  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  truth,  is  unworthy  to  per- 
form the  humblest  service  in  the  cause  of  history. 

In  submitting  the  first  portion  of  this  work  to  the  public,  it 
is  proper  to  state  that  the  responsibility  of  its  preparation  rests 
with  the  undersigned  alone. 

S.    r.    HAVEN. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Publication. 
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PREFATORY    CHAPTER. 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  COMPANY. 

The  Company  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New 
England,  derived  its  territorial  patent  from  "The 
Council  established  at  Plymouth,  in  the  County  of 
Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  and  governing,  of  New 
England  in  America." 

The  Council  established  at  Plymouth,  &c.,  orig- 
inated with  the  first  charter  of  Virginia,  granted  by 
James  I.  in  1606. 

A  connection,  through  individuals,  may  also  be 
traced  between  the  first  Charter  of  Virginia,  and  the 
enterprises  of  discovery  and  colonization,  undertaken 
by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh ;  and  through  him  again  with 
those  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  whose  proprietary 
patent  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1578. 

An  interval  of  more  than  eighty  years  separates  the 
period  last  named,  from  that  of  the  discovery  of  the 
country  by  the  Cabots. 
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The  chain  of  British  title,  and  the  progress  of  co- 
lonial enterprise,  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : 

In  1496,  the  Cabots  were  empowered  by  Henry 
7th,  to  search  for  countries  hitherto  unknown  to  any 
Christian  people,  to  affix  the  banners  of  England  on 
any  city,  island,  or  continent,  they  might  find,  and  to 
possess  and  occupy  the  same  as  vassals  of  the  English 
Crown.' 

Acting  under  this  special  authority  from  the  King, 
John  and  Sebastian  Cabot  first  discovered  the  North 
American  Continent,  (June,  or  July,  1497,)  at  some 
point  north  of  Newfoundland ;  and  one  or  both  of 
them  sailed  along  the  coast  nearly  or  quite  as  far 
South  as  the  present  State  of  North  Carolina.^ 

This  indisputable  priority  of  discovery  is  the  basis 
of  the  British  claim  to  sovereignty  and  possession  of 
the  Northern  Continent. 

No  important  efforts  were  made  to  maintain  and 
exercise  these  rights  until  1578.^  In  that  year  Queen 
Elizabeth  granted  letters  patent  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gil- 
bert, (June  11th,)  which,  although  the  North  American 
coast   was    the    intended    field   of    enterprise,   were 

'  "  Concessimus  etiam  eisdemet  eonim  cuilibet,  eorumq.  et  cujuslibet  eorum, 
haeredibus  et  deputatis,  ac  licentiam  dedimus  ad  affigendum  praedictas  ban- 
nerias  nostras,  et  insignia,  in  quacunque  villa,  oppido,  castro,  insula,  seu  terra 
firma,  se  noviter  inventis."     Hackhnjt.    Hazard. 

2  'i  Nearly  fourteen  months  before  Columbus  came  in  sight  of  the  main  land, 
(Aug.  1,  1498,)  and  almost  two  years  before  Amerigo  Vespucci  sailed  west  of 
the  Canaries."     Biddleh  Memoir  of  Sebastian  Cabot.     Bancroft. 

3  In  1.502,  Hugh  Elliot,  and  Thomas  Ashurst,  received  a  charter  from  Henry 
7th,  for  colonizing  the  country  newly  discovered  by  the  Cabots  ;  but  probably 
made  no  use  of  it.  Anderson's  Hist,  of  Commerce,  ii.  7.  Hume,  ch.  2&.  Holmes's 
Annals. 
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expressed  in  general  terms,  authorizing  him,  during 
the  period  of  six  years,  to  discover  and  take  posses- 
sion of,  "  such  remote,  heathen,  and  barbarous  lands, 
not  actually  possessed  of  any  Christian  prince,  as  to 
him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  seem  good,"  to  be  held 
on  the  feudal  principles  of  homage  and  tribute  to  her- 
self and  her  successors. 

The  designs  of  Gilbert  having  been  defeated  by  a 
variety  of  circumstances,  terminating  in  the  loss  of 
his  OAvn  life,  he  accomplished  nothing  but  a  formal 
and  ceremonious  assumption  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
island  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  adjacent  fisheries,  as 
appertaining  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  having  perished  without  ful- 
filling the  conditions  of  his  grant,  his  associate,  and 
half-brother.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  obtained  a  similar 
patent,  (March  25th,  1584,)  and  soon  after  caused  a 
settlement  to  be  commenced  within  the  present  bounds 
of  North  Carolina.  Pleased  with  the  descriptions  of 
the  country,  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  the  name  of  Vir- 
ginia, which,  for  a  considerable  time  after,  served  as 
an  appellation  for  the  whole  coast,  from  Florida  to 
Canada. 

Disappointed  of  the  success  he  had  anticipated,  and 
also  occupied  with  other  affairs,  Raleigh,  in  1589, 
made  an  assignment  from  his  patent  to  sundry  mer- 
chants and  adventurers,  of  such  rights  and  powers  as 
he   hoped    would   secure   the    continuance  of  his  at- 
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tempted  plantation  at  the  proposed  city,  which  was 
to  bear  and  perpetuate  his  name.-' 

These  renewed  efforts  proving  abortive,  after  much 
expense  of  life  and  treasure,  and  all  private  rights 
having  become  extinct  in  consequence  of  failure  to 
fulfil  prescribed  conditions,  or,  as  sometimes  stated, 
by  the  attainder  of  Ptaleigh,  a  few  persevering  spirits, 
some  of  whom  had  been  connected  with  previous  enter- 
prises, engaged  in  a  new  and  more  extensive  scheme. 
By  their  solicitation,  "  The  Great  Patent  of  Virginia," 
which  was  destined  to  result  in  a  permanent  occupa- 
tion of  the  country,  was  obtained  from  James  I.  in 
1606. 

At  that  period  not  an  Englishman  was  known  to  be 
in  the  land  ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  some  French 
settlements  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  a  few 
Spanish  posts  in  Florida,  the  American  Continent, 
North  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  was  wholly  unpossessed 
by  any  civilized  people.^ 

By  this  patent  of  1606,  the  right  of  colonization 
between  the  34th  and  45th  degrees  of  north  latitude 
was  assigned  to  two  companies.  One  of  these,  denom- 
inated The  First,  or  Southern  Colons/  of  Virginia,  was 
limited   to  the   region   between   the    34th   and  41st 


'  Some  historians  speak  of  this  transaction  as  an  assignment  of  Raleigh's 
whole  patent.  See  Chalmers,  Holmes,  Grahame,  &c.  It  wa.s,  in  fact,  but  a 
partial  oonveypnce  under  it  for  certain  pmiDoses,  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
whicJi  lie  contributed  an  hundred  pounds,  as  a  donation.  The  instrument  is  in 
Hazard's  Historical  Collections. 

*  Holmes,  i.  p.  1 23,  n. 
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degrees  of  latitude.  The  other,  called  The  Second,  or 
Northern  Colony  of  Virginia,  was  limited  to  the  region 
between  the  38th  and  45th  degrees  of  latitude.  The 
former,  consisting  chiefly  of  persons  in  and  about  Lon- 
don, was  commonly  called  the  London  Company ;  as 
the  other  was  termed  the  Plymoidh  Company,  because 
a  large  portion  of  its  members  were  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Plymouth. 

The  settlements  were  not  entitled  to  a  very  exten- 
sive jurisdiction ;  it  being  confined  to  fifty  miles  along 
the  coast  on  each  side  of  their  point  of  location,  one 
hundred  miles  into  the  interior,  and  the  same  distance 
from  the  shore  upon  the  ocean.  It  was  also  provided 
that  neither  company  should  plant  within  one  hundred 
miles  of  any  settlement  already  .begun  by  the  other. 

Each  of  the  two  colonies  was  to  have  for  its  private 
government  a  Council  of  thirteen ;  and  a  General 
Council,  also  of  thirteen,  was  established  in  England, 
with  a  general  control  over  both  colonies. 

As  the  Southern  colony  soon  took  root  within  the 
country  and  flourished,  the  provisions  of  the  charter 
were  materially  altered  for  its  benefit,  according  to 
the  change  of  circumstances  from  time  to  time.  By 
two  successive  additional  charters  or  patents,  (May, 
23,  1609,  and  March  12,  1611-12,)  the  organization 
and  style  of  the  company  were  changed,  and  its  terri- 
tory extended  from  sea  to  sea,  with  a  width  of  four 
hundred  miles,  embracing  all  islands  within  three  hun- 
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dred  leagues  of  the  Atlantic  coast.  Other  important 
variations  were  also  introduced. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Second,  or  Northern  Company 
had  met  with  no  permanent  success  in  colonizing  the 
northern  portion  of  the  country;  although  the  coast 
was  not  infrequently  visited,  and  sometimes  explored. 
By  a  singular  comhination  of  parties.  Sir  John  Pop- 
ham,  who,  as  Chief  Judge,  appears  to  have  presided 
with  scandalous  injustice  at  the  condemnation  of 
Raleigh,  formed  a  connection  with  Sir  John  Gilbert 
and  Raleigh  Gilbert,  two  nephews  of  Raleigh,  for 
planting  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kenne- 
bec; which,  although  fairly  begun,  in  1607,  was 
soon  after  broken  up  and  abandoned. 

In  1614,  Captain  John  Smith,  having  left  the  col- 
ony of  South  Virginia  and  engaged  in  a  voyage  to 
the  northern  division,  ranged  the  coast  from  Penob- 
scot to  Cape  Cod,  and  made  a  map  of  the  country. 
At  his  suggestion  the  region  was  first  called  New 
England. 

The  enlarged  information  resulting  from  these  expe- 
ditions, and  the  favorable  accounts  promulgated  by 
adventurers,  excited  a  renewed  interest  in  England. 
Yet,  before  proceeding  to  any  important  enterprise,  it 
was  natural  that  the  managers  of  the  Plymouth  Com- 
pany should  wish  to  have  their  rights  and  privileges 
placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  of  the  South- 
ern or  London  Company.     This  reasonable  claim  was. 
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however,  strenuously  resisted  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after 
a  long  struggle  that  "  the  Great  Patent  of  New  Eng- 
land" was  obtained,  (Nov.  3,  1620,)  about  a  month 
preceding  the  casual  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  its 
shores.^ 

The  Plymouth  Company,  strengthened  by  the  addi- 
tion of  new  associates,  thus  became  a  distinct  and 
independent  body,  denominated  "  The  Council  estab- 
lished at  Plymouth,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  and  governing  of  New  England,  in 
America."  ^ 

This  corporation,  which  had  always  been  less  weal- 
thy and  powerful  than  the  London  Company,  seems 
never  to  have  proved  sufficiently  united  and  vigorous 
for  active  undertakings ;  and  confined  its  operations  to 

*  The  order  ii^  Council  is  dated  July  23, 1620,  and  directs  "That  a  patent 
of  incorporation  be  granted  to  the  Adventurers  of  the  Northern  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  contain  the  like  Liberties,  Privileges,  Power,  Authorities,  Lands,  and 
all  other  things  within  their  limits,  viz.  between  the  degrees  of  40  and  48, 
as  were  heretofore  granted  to  the  company  in  Virginia,  excepting  only,  that 
whereas  the  said  Company  have  a  freedom  of  custom  and  subsidy  for  21  years, 
and  of  impositions  forever,  this  new  company  is  to  be  free  of  custom  and  srib- 
sidy  the  like  term  of  years,  and  of  impositions  after,  so  long  a  time  as  his 
majesty  shaU  please  to  grant  unto  them."  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  limits 
differ  from  those  named  in  the  patent  of  160G.  Gorges' s  Hist,  of  America. 
Hazard's  Hist.  Col. 

*  In  the  certified  copy  of  the  Great  Patent  of  New  England,  by  Chalmers,  is 
a  curious  misprint  which  stands  unconnected  in  the  appendix  to  Trumbull's 
History  of  Connecticut,  and  might  lead  the  casual  reader  to  suppose  that  the 
country  had  been  previously  inhal)ited  by  the  British.  In  the  preamble  to  the  pa- 
tent, among  other  reasons  assigned  for  granting  it,  is  that  remarkable  destruction 
of  the  natives  by  a  plague,  &c.,  wliich  seemed  to  clear  the  way  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  new  race.  It  reads  thus  in  Chalmers's  copy.  "  And  also,  for  that  we 
have  been  further  given  certainly  to  know,  that  within  these  late  years,  there 
hath  by  God's  visitation,  reigned  a  wonderful  plague,  together  with  many  hor- 
rible slaughters  and  murders,  committed  amongst  the  savages  and  British  peo- 
ple there  heretofore  inhabiting,  &c."  It  should  be  brutish  people.  See  charter  in 
Hazard's  Hist.  Col. 
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this  volume,  by  collecting  sucli  information  respecting 
the  parties  concerned,  and  events  preceding  the  com- 
mencement of  the  record,  as  will  aid  his  comprehen- 
sion of  the  text. 

At  the  opening  of  the  17th  century,  there  were 
three  stimulants  to  adventure  operating  in  England, 
simultaneous,  and  often  united  in  their  influence. 

First,  a  spirit  of  commercial  speculation,  which, 
seeking  to  turn  the  resources  of  the  new  world  to 
pecuniary  profit,  was  by  no  means  confined  to  traders 
and  business  men  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  terms. 
Secondly,  dreams  of  feudal  proprietorship  over  unlim- 
ited domains,  chiefly  affecting  persons  of  rank  and 
estate.  Thirdly,  a  craving  for  freedom  of  religious 
doctrine  and  worship,  experienced  by  men  of  every 
class  and  station. 

Between  these  three  kinds  of  adventurers  a  mutual 
connection  and  dependence  existed,  sometimes  causing 
an  embarrassing  mixture  of  purposes.  The  refugee  for 
conscience'  sake  needed  the  capital  of  the  trader ;  the 
trader  counted  on  the  efficient  energy  of  the  religious 
enthusiast;  both  required  the  patronage  of  the  cour- 
tier, who  had  a  voice  near  the  throne ;  and  he  in  turn 
used  the  others  as  instruments  for  executing  his  ambi- 
tious designs.  That  results  should  not  have  accorded 
with  the  anticipations  of  either  of  these  several  parties, 
is  a  circumstance  not  singular  in  the  affairs  of  the 
world. 

From  the  year  1619,  an  increasing  traffic  had  been 
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carried  on  between  the  western  ports  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  fishing  grounds  of  New  England.  The  use 
of  these  fisheries  by  unlicensed  vessels  was  at  first 
resisted  by  the  Council  at  Plymouth  as  a  trespass 
upon  their  jurisdiction ;  but  it  was  found  impractica- 
ble to  maintain  an  exclusive  control  over  the  waters  of 
an  unoccupied  region.  An  officer  was  sent  over  in 
1623  with  a  commission  to  enforce  the  sovereignty  of 
the  Council,  but  found  the  fishermen  too  strong  for 
him.^  In  1624  the  number  of  vessels  arriving  is  said 
to  have  been  about  fifty.^ 

Among  the  parties  engaged  in  this  business  was  a 
company,  the  seat  of  whose  management  was  at  Dor- 
chester, one  of  the  oldest  towns,  and  also  one  of  the 
most  interesting  localities  in  England.  Finely  sit- 
uated on  the  river  Frome,  in  Dorsetshire)  six  miles 
from  the  British  Channel,  this  was  a  place  of  impor- 
tance under  the  Romans.  It  resisted,  without  success, 
the  invasion  of  Sweyn,  King  of  Denmark,  in  the  year 
1003,  when  the  town  was  burned  and  its  walls  de- 
stroyed. It  is  surrounded  by  the  remains  of  Roman 
works,  and  the  burial  mounds  of  the  Saxons. 

Thus  connected  with  remote  ages  of  history  in  the 
old  world,  its  memory  deserves  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  latest  annals  of  the  new  ;  not  only  on  account  of 
its  important  agency  in  the  commencement  of  Ameri- 

'  An.  order  of  Parliament,  that  does  not  appear  to  have  had  the  King's 
sanction,  was  afterwards  obtained  that  fishing  should  be  free.  Prince. 
Bancroft. 

^  Prince,  quoting  from  Capt.  John  Smith. 


XX  ORIGIN   OF  THE   COMPANY. 

can  civilization,  but  because  the  character  of  its  inhab- 
itants so  well  exemplified  that  of  the  first  settlers  of 
New  England,  many  of  whom  came  from  its  immediate 
neighborhood.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  positions  for- 
tified against  King  Charles  I.  and  is  described  as  hav- 
ing been  "  particularly  disaffected  to  the  royal  cause, 
more  so  than  any  place  in  England,"  and  as  "the 
magazine  whence  the  other  places  were  supplied  with 
the  principles  of  rebellion."  ^ 

There  resided  in  Dorchester  a  Puritan  divine,  John 
White  by  name,  who  still  conformed  to  the  ceremonies 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  was  rector  of  a  parish. 
He  is  described  as  "  a  person  of  great  gra^dty  and  pres- 
ence," and  as  always  having  influence  with  the  Puritan 
party  both  near  and  at  a  distance,  "  who  bore  him 
more  respect  than  they  did  to  their  diocesan."  He  is 
styled  "  famous,"  "  the  Patriarch  of  Dorchester,"  &,c.^ 

To  these  honorable  titles  have  been  added  those  of 
the  "  father  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,"  and  "  the 
Patriarch  of  New  England."  ^  The  earliest  account  of 
the  beginning  and  progress  of  colonization  at  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  is  ascribed  to  his  pen ;  and  his  was  evi- 
dently the  leading  mind  at  its  inception,  and  during  its 
primitive  transactions. 

In  his  "  narration  of  the  first  occasions,  beginning, 
and  progress  of  the  whole  work,  by  such  as  have  been 


'  "Dorsetshire"  in  "  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales'' 

'  Echard's  Hist,  of  England,  p.  653. 

'  Fuller's  Worthies  of  England.     CaUmder's  Historical  Discourse. 
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privy  to  the  very  first  conceiving  and  contriving  of 

this  project  of  planting  this  colony,"  is  the  following 

statement : 

"About  the  yeare  1623,  some  Western  Marchards, 
(who  had  continued  a  trade  of  fishing  for  Cod  and  bar- 
tering for  Furres  in  those  parts  for  divers  yeares  before) 
conceiving  that  a  Colony  planted  on  the  coast  might 
further  them  in  those  employments,  bethought  them- 
selves how  they  might  bring  that  project  to  effect,  and 
communicated  their  purpose  to  others,  alleging  the 
conveniency  of  compassing  their  project  with  a  small 
charge,  by  the  opportunities  of  their  fishing  trade,  in 
which  they  accustomed  to  double-man  their  ships,  that 
(by  the  helpe  of  many  hands)  they  might  despatch 
their  voyage  and  lade  their  ships  with  fish  while  the 
fishing  season  lasted,  which  could  not  be  done  with  a 
bare  sayling  company.  Now  it  was  conceived  that, 
the  fishing  being  ended,  the  spare  men  that  were  above 
their  necessary  saylors,  might  be  left  behind  with  pro- 
visions for  a  yeare,  and  when  that  ship  returned  the 
next  yeare  they  might  assist  them  in  fishing  as  they 
had  done  the  former  yeare  ;  and,  in  the  meane  time, 
might  employ  themselues  in  building,  and  planting 
Corn,  which  with  the  provisions  of  Fish,  Fowle,  and 
Venison,  that  the  Land  yeelded,  would  affoord  the  chiefe 
of  their  foode.  This  Proposition  of  theirs  tooke  so 
well,  that  it  drew  on  divers  persons  to  joyne  with 
them  in  this  project;  the  rather  because  it  was  con- 
ceived that  not  only  their  owne  Fishermen,  but  the 
rest  of  our  Nation  that  went  thither  on  the  same 
errand,  might  be  much  advantaged,  not  only  by  fresh 
victuall,  which  that  Colony  might  spare  them  in  time, 
but  withall,  and  more,  by  the  benefit  of  their  Minister's 
labours,  which  they  might  enjoy  during  the  fishing 
season;  whereas  otherwise,  being  usually  upon  those 
Voyages  nine  or  ten  moneths  in  the  yeare,  they  were 
left  all  the  while  without  any  meanes  of  instruction  at 
all.  Compassion  towards  the  Fishermen,  and  partly 
some  expectation  of  gain,  prevailed  so  farre  that  for  the 
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can  civilization,  but  because  the  character  of  its  inhab- 
itants so  well  exemplified  that  of  the  first  settlers  of 
New  England,  many  of  whom  came  from  its  immediate 
neighborhood.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  positions  for- 
tified against  King  Charles  I.  and  is  described  as  hav- 
ing been  "  particularly  disaffected  to  the  royal  cause, 
more  so  than  any  place  in  England,"  and  as  "the 
magazine  whence  the  other  places  were  supplied  with 
the  principles  of  rebellion."  ^ 

There  resided  in  Dorchester  a  Puritan  divine,  John 
White  by  name,  who  still  conformed  to  the  ceremonies 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  was  rector  of  a  parish. 
He  is  described  as  "  a  person  of  great  gravity  and  pres- 
ence," and  as  always  having  influence  with  the  Puritan 
party  both  near  and  at  a  distance,  "  who  bore  him 
more  respect  than  they  did  to  their  diocesan."  He  is 
styled  "  famous,"  "  the  Patriarch  of  Dorchester,"  &c.^ 

To  these  honorable  titles  have  been  added  those  of 
the  "  father  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,"  and  "  the 
Patriarch  of  New  England."  ^  The  earliest  account  of 
the  beginning  and  progress  of  colonization  at  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  is  ascribed  to  his  pen ;  and  his  was  evi- 
dently the  leading  mind  at  its  inception,  and  during  its 
primitive  transactions. 

In  his  "  narration  of  the  first  occasions,  beginning, 
and  progress  of  the  whole  work,  by  such  as  have  been 


'  "Dorsetshire"  in  "  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales.^' 

^  EcharcTs  Hist,  of  England,  p.  653. 

'  Fuller's  Worthies  of  England.     Callender's  Historical  Discourse, 
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privy  to  the  very  first  conceiving  and  contriving  of 
this  project  of  planting  this  colony,"  is  the  following 
statement : 

"About  the  yeare  1623,  some  WesteYH  3Iarchants, 
(who  had  continued  a  trade  of  fishing  for  Cod  and  bar- 
tering for  Furres  in  those  parts  for  divers  yeares  before) 
conceiving  that  a  Colony  planted  on  the  coast  might 
further  them  in  those  employments,  bethought  them- 
selves how  they  might  bring  that  project  to  effect,  and 
communicated  their  purpose  to  others,  alleging  the 
conveniency  of  compassing  their  project  with  a  small 
charge,  by  the  opportunities  of  their  fishing  trade,  in 
which  they  accustomed  to  double-man  their  ships,  that 
^^y  the  helpe  of  many  hands)  they  might  despatch 
their  voyage  and  lade  their  ships  with  fish  while  the 
fishing  season  lasted,  which  could  not  be  done  with  a 
bare  sayling  company.  Now  it  was  conceived  that, 
the  fishing  being  ended,  the  spare  men  that  were  above 
their  necessary  saylors,  might  be  left  behind  with  pro- 
visions for  a  yeare,  and  when  that  ship  returned  the 
next  yeare  they  might  assist  them  in  fishing  as  they 
had  done  the  former  yeare  ;  and,  in  the  meane  time, 
might  employ  themselues  in  building,  and  planting 
Corn,  which  with  the  provisions  of  Fish,  Fowle,  and 
Venison,  that  the  Land  yeelded,  would  affoord  the  chiefe 
of  their  foode.  This  Proposition  of  theirs  tooke  so 
well,  that  it  drew  on  divers  persons  to  joyne  with 
them  in  this  project;  the  rather  because  it  was  con- 
ceived that  not  only  their  owne  Fishermen,  but  the 
rest  of  our  Nation  that  went  thither  on  the  same 
errand,  might  be  much  advantaged,  not  only  by  fresh 
victuall,  which  that  Colony  might  spare  them  in  time, 
but  withall,  and  more,  by  the  benefit  of  their  Minister's 
labours,  which  they  might  enjoy  during  the  fishing 
season;  whereas  otherwise,  being  usually  upon  those 
Voyages  nine  or  ten  moneths  in  the  yeare,  they  were 
left  all  the  while  without  any  meanes  of  instruction  at 
all.  Compassion  towards  the  Fishermen,  and  partly 
some  expectation  of  gain,  prevailed  so  farre  that  for  the 


XXU  ORIGIN   OF   THE   COMPANY. 

planting  of  a  Colony  in  New  England  there  was  raised 
a  Stocke  of  more  than  £  3,000,  intended  to  be  payed 
in  five  years,  but  afterwards  disbursed  in  a  shorter 
time."' 

They  first  purchased  a  small  ship  of  fifty  tons  bur- 
den, which  brought  over  fourteen  spare  men,  who  were 
left  at  Cape  Ann.  The  New  Plymouth  men,  and  per- 
haps others,  had  stages  at  that  place  for  drying  and 
curing  fish,  and  it  was  now  selected  for  a  permanent 
plantation.  The  expenses  of  this  voyage  exceeded 
the  profits  by  more  than  £600.  The  next  year  an 
additional  vessel  of  about  140  tons  was  obtained,  and, 
in  the  two,  thirty-two  men  were  sent  over  to  the  settle- 
ment ;  and  in  consequence  of  costly  repairs  and  great 
delays,  another  loss,  of  £1700,  was  incurred.  The 
third  year  both  ships,  and  a  smaller  one  of  40  tons, 
were  employed,  and  a  still  further  less  experienced  of 
£900. 

Completely  discouraged  by  this  ill  success,  involving 
the  loss  of  their  whole  capital,  the  adventurers  aban- 
doned the  prosecution  of  their  design,  determined  to 
dissolve  the  company  on  land,  and  sold  their  shipping 
and  provisions.  The  ill  choice  of  the  place  for  fishing, 
the  ill  carriage  of  the  men  at  the  settlement,  and  ill 


'  The  Tract  is  entitled  "  THE  PLANTER'S  PLEA.  Or  the  grounds 
OF  PLANTATIONS  EXAMINED,  And  usual  Objections  answered.  Together  with 
a  manifestation  of  the  causes  moovitiff  such  as  have  lately  vndertaken  a  Planta- 
tion in  NEW  ENGLAND :  For  the  satisfaction  of  those  that  question  the 
lawfulnesse  of  the  Action.  London.  Printed  by  William  Iones,  1630." 
Sm.  4to.  pp.  88.  It  is  reprinted  literally  in  Force's  Historical  Tracts, 
vol.  11. 
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sales  for  the  fish,  &e.,  are  assigned  by  White  as  rea- 
sons for  the  bad  result  of  the  adventure. 

The  condition  of  things  at  that  period,  along  the 
coast  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  may 
be  described  in  a  few  words.  The  Pilgrims  had  been 
established  at  New  Plymouth  since  the  winter  of  1620, 
and  had  overcome  the  first  difficulties  of  a  plantation. 
In  1624,  they  had  begun  to  occupy,  for  purposes  of 
trade,  two  prominent  points  in  Massachusetts  Bay, 
Cape  Ann,  and  Hull,  then  called  Nantasket.  For 
the  former  place  they  claimed  to  have  a  patent.  At 
the  latter  a  building  was  erected,  and  Roger  Conant, 
John  Oldham,  and  a  few  other  disaffected  persons,  who 
were  obliged  to  leave  the  colony  at  Plymouth,  had 
located  themselves  there  with  their  families.  In  the 
spring  of  the  same  year,  David  Thomson,  a  Scotch- 
man, had  taken  possession  of  "  Thomson's  Island," 
which  was  subsequently  confirmed  to  his  son  by  the 
General  Court.  Thomas  Weston,  a  merchant,  and 
Robert  Gorges,  son  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  had 
each  in  turn  attempted  to  plant  a  colony  at  Wey- 
mouth (Wessagusset) ;  the  first  in  1622,  the  last  a 
year  later;  but  both  are  described  as  being  at  an 
end  in  1624.^  Thus,  when  the  Dorchester  fishermen 
began  to  form  a  settlement  at  Cape  Ann,  no  posi- 
tions, within  even  the  present  limits  of  Massachusetts, 


'  Prince,  from  Bradford's  lost  MSS.  Holmes  says  they  received  an 
accession  of  numbers  in  1624  from  Weymouth,  in  England,  from  whence 
the  name  given  to  the  place.     Annals,  i.  p.  185. 

d 
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seem  to  have  been  actually  occupied  by  colonists, 
excepting  Plymouth  and  Nantasket ;  the  latter  being 
hardly  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  plantation.' 

There  appears  not  to  have  been  the  most  perfect 
concord  between  the  adventurers  from  Dorchester  and 
the  pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  A  sharp  dispute  arose 
respecting  the  possession  of  a  fishing  stage,  which 
Hubbard  says  "  might  have  ended  in  blows,  if  not  in 
blood  and  slaughter,"  but  for  the  influence  of  some 
peace-makers,  who  interposed  their  good  offices  be- 
tween the  agent  of  the  former  and  Captain  Standish, 
whose  warlike  temper  was  easily  kindled. 

Another  indication  of  difference  of  sentiment,  which 
may  not  have  arisen  from  unfriendly  feelings,  is  shown 
by  the  disposition  of  Mr.  White  and  his  associates  to 
sustain  Oldham,  Lyford,  and  Conant,  in  their  quarrel 
with  the  authorities  at  Plymouth.  John  Lyford  is 
designated  by  Governor  Bradford  as  "the  minister 
whom  a  faction  of  the  adventurers  in  England  sent  to 
hinder  Mr.  Robinson ; "  and  John  Oldham  as  "  a  pri- 
vate instrument  of  the  factious  part  of  the  adventurers 
in  England."  These  he  says  "  we  had  called  to  coun- 
cil in  our  chief  affairs  without  distrust,  yet  they  fall  a 
plotting  both  against  our  Church  and  government." 

'  Ttere  may  have  been  stragglers  and  unsettled  persons  in  other  places. 
TVTiat  is  said  in  Levett's  "  Voyage  into  New  England,"  (Mass.  Hist  Col.  3d 
se.  vol.  viii.)  about  the  beginning  of  a  new  plantation  at  Cape  Ann  by  the 
Plymouth  people ;  and  by  Captain  Smith  about  the  Dorchester  men  hold- 
ing of  those  of  New  Plymouth,  can  be  understood  to  mean  no  more  than 
that  the  people  of  Plymouth  had  erected  a  fishing  stage,  and  that  they  had 
obtained  what  Hubbard  calls  "  a  useless  Patent "  for  the  place. 
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Roger  Conant  was  their  associate  and  friend,  and  with- 
drew with  them  from  the  colony.^  Mr.  White  and  his 
friends,  being  dissatisfied  with  their  first  managers  at 
Cape  Ann,  at  the  end  of  the  year  appointed  Conant 
their  general  agent,  invited  Lyford  to  be  the  minister 
of  the  place,  and  endeavored,  without  success  however, 
to  induce  Oldham  to  trade  for  them  with  the  Indians. 

So  distinct  were  the  proceedings  of  the  colonists  at 
Massachusetts  Bay  from  those  of  the  Pilgrims  at 
Plymouth,  even  if  no  adverse  feelings  are  supposed 
to  have  been  cherished.^ 

How  the  project  of  a  settlement  came  to  be  renewed, 

'  For  an  account  of  the  difficulty,  see  Morton's  N.  E.  Memorial,  p.  Ill  et 
seq.  Prince's  Annals  for  1624-5,  and  Young's  Chronicles  of  Plymouth, 
p.  476. 

2  Mr,  White  and  his  friends  undoubtedly  thought  the  difference  to  be 
one  merely  of  rehgious  opinions,  and  were  not  aware  of  the  charges  brought 
against  the  personal  behavior  of  Oldham  and  Lyford,  and  especially  against 
the  moral  character  of  the  latter.  There  was  a  division  among  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Plymouth  Colony  in  England,  part  of  whom  considered  the 
religious  polity  of  the  Pilgrims  too  narrow,  and  unfavorable  to  the  opera- 
tions of  trade.  These  may  have  influenced  Mr.  White,  who  was  not  a  sep- 
aratist. 

It  is  a  point  of  some  interest  to  determine  how  far  the  founders  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony  had  been  connected  vvith  the  older  Colony  at  Ply- 
mouth. But  little  light,  however,  can  be  thrown  upon  the  subject.  There 
were  adventurers  in  England  possessing  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the  settle- 
ment at  Plymouth,  who,  like  those  concerned  in  the  plantation  at  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  appear  to  have  been  actuated  by  rehgious  and  philanthropic 
motives  mingled  vsith  the  hopes  of  gain.  Their  organization  may  fairly  be 
taken  as  a  prototype  of  the  original  organization  of  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
pany. Capt.  John  Smith,  in  his  "  Present  estate  of  New  Plymouth,"  tells 
us  that  their  capital  stock  was  £7,000 ;  that  they  were  not  a  corporation,  but 
knit  together  by  voluntary  combination  without  restraint  or  penalty ;  that 
they  had  a  President  and  Treasurer,  chosen  annually  by  the  majority,  who 
ordered  the  affairs  of  their  courts  and  meetings,  and  undertook  all  ordinary 
business  ;  but  that  in  more  weighty  affairs  the  assent  of  the  whole  company 
was  required. 
Disagreements  having  arisen  between  the  planters  at  Plymouth  and  the 
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after   the   failure   of  the   first   undertaking,  may  be 
stated  best  in  Mr.  White's  own  words. 

"  Upon  the  manifestation  of  the  Western  Adventurers* 
resolution  to  give  off  their  worke,  most  part  of  the 
Land-men,  being  sent  for,  returned ;  but  a  few  of  the 
most  honest  and  industrious  resolved  to  stay  behind, 
and  to  take  charge  of  the  Cattle  sent  over  the  year 
before  ;  which  they  performed  accordingly :  and  not 
liking  their  seate  at  Cape  Anne  chosen  especially  for 
the  supposed  commoditie  of  fishing,  they  transported 
themselues  to  NahimJceike,  about  foure  or  five  leagues 
distant  to  the  South  West  from  Cape  Anne. 

Some  then  of  the  Adventurers  that  still  continued 
their  desire  to  set  forward  the  plantation  of  a  Colony 
there,  conceiving  that  if  some  more  Cattle  were  sent 
over  to  those  few  Men  left  behind,  they  might  not 
only  be  a  meanes  of  the  comfortable  subsisting  of  such 
as  were  already  in  the  Country,  but  of  inviting  some 
other  of  thek  Friends  and  Acquaintance  to  come  over 
to  them,  adventured  to  send  over  twelve  Kine  and 
Buls  more.  And  conferring  casually  with  some  Gen- 
tlemen of  London,  moved  them  to  adde  vnto  them  as 
many  more.  By  which  occasion  the  businesse  came 
to  agitation  afresh  in  London,  and  being  at  first  ap- 
proved by  some  and  disliked  by  others,  by  argument 
and  disputation  it  grew  to  be  more  vulgar.  In  so 
much,  that  some  men  shewing  some  good  affection  to 
the  worke,  and  offering  the  helpe  of  their  purses, 
if  fit  men  might  be  procured  to  go  over,  enquiry  was 
made  whither  any  would  be  willing  to  engage  their 
persons  in  the  voyage  ;  by  this  enquiry  it  fell  out  that 

company  in  England,  Isaac  Allerton  was  sent  by  th.e  former  to  see  if  a  com- 
position could  be  made  -with  the  adventurers,  by  ■which  their  claims  should 
be  discharged,  and  their  rights  conveyed  to  the  actual  planters  at  Plymouth. 
This  was  accomplished ;  and  the  instrument  of  conveyance,  dated  Nov.  15th, 
1626,  preserved  in  Gov.  Bradford's  letter-book,  (3rf  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  p.  48) 
has  attached  to  it  forty-two  names.  At  the  head  of  the  list  are  John  White 
and  John  Pocock,  and  among  the  rest  are  Thomas  Goffe,  Samuel  Sharp, 
John  Revell,  and  Thomas  Andrews,  all  of  whom  were  subsequently  mem- 
bers of  the  Massachusetts  Company. 
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among  others  they  lighted  at  last  on  Master  Endecott, 
a  man  well  known  to  divers  persons  of  good  note  : 
who  manifested  much  willingnesse  to  accept  the  offer 
as  soone  as  it  was  tendered ;  which  gave  great  encour- 
agement to  such  as  were  upon  the  point  of  resolution 
to  set  on  this  worke  of  erecting  a  new  Colony  upon 
the  old  foundation.  Hereupon,  divers  persons  having 
subscribed  for  the  raising  of  a  reasonable  Summe  of 
money,  A  Patent  was  granted,  with  large  encourage- 
ments every  way,  by  his  most  Excellent  Maiestie." 

After  Mr.  White,  the  best  authority  for  these  trans- 
actions, is  Rev.  William  Hubbard,  a  contemporary  and 
neighbor  of  Roger  Conant,  from  whom  he  may  have 
derived  his  narrative.  In  his  Genet^al  History  of  Netv 
England  he  says  that  at  the  end  of  the  first  year's 
experiment  at  Cape  Ann, 

"  Mr.  White,  with  the  rest  of  the  adventurers,  hearing 
of  some  religious  and  well  affected  persons  that  were 
lately  removed  out  of  New  Plymouth,  out  of  dislike  of 
their  principles  of  rigid  separation,  of  which  number  Mr. 
Roger  Conant  was  one  —  a  religious,  sober,  and  prudent 
gentleman,  yet  surviving  about  Salem  till  the  year  1680, 
wherein  he  finished  his  pilgrimage  —  having  a  great 
hand  in  all  these  fore-mentioned  transactions  about  Cape 
Anne  —  they  pitched  upon  him,  the  said  Conant,  for  the 
managing  and  government  of  all  their  affairs  at  Cape 
Anne.  The  information  he  had  of  him  was  from  one 
Mr.  Conant,  a  brother  of  his,  well  known  to  Mr.  White. 
.  .  .  .  But  after  a  year's  experience,  the  adven- 
turers, perceiving  their  design  not  like  to  answer  their 
expectations,  at  least  to  any  present  advantage,  threw 
all  up.  .  .  .It  must  here  be  noted,  that  Mr. 
Roger  Conant,  on  the  foresaid  occasion  made  the 
superintendant  of  their  affairs,  disliked  the  place,  as 
much  as  the  adventurers  disliked  the  business;  and 
therefore,  in  the  mean  while,  had  made  some  inquiry 
into  a  more  commodious  place  near  adjoining,  on  the 
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other  side  of  a  creek  called  Naumkeag,  a  little  to  the 
Westward,  where  was  much  better  encouragement  as 
to  the  design  of  a  plantation  than  that  which  they  had 
attempted  upon  before  at  Cape  Anne ;  secretly  con- 
ceiving in  his  mind,  that  in  following  times,  (as  since 
has  fallen  out,)  it  might  prove  a  receptacle  for  such  as 
upon  the  account  of  religion  would  be  willing  to  begin 
a  foreign  plantation  in  this  part  of  the  world,  of  which 
he  gave  some   intimation  to  his  friends  in  England. 
Wherefore  that  reverend   person,  Mr.  White,  (under 
God  one  of  the  chief  founders  of  the  Massachusetts 
Colony  in  New  England,)  being  grieved  in  his  spirit 
that  so  good  a  work  should  be  suffered  to  fall  to  the 
ground  by  the  adventurers  thus  abruptly  breaking  off, 
did  write  to  Mr.  Conant  not  so  to  desert  the  business ; 
faithfully  promising  that  if  himself,  with  three  others, 
(whom  he  knew  to  be  honest  and  prudent  men)  viz. 
John  Woodbury,  John  Batch,  and  Peter  Palfrey,  em- 
ployed by  the  adventurers,  would  stay  at  Naumkeag, 
and   give  timely  notice  thereof,  he  would  provide  a 
patent  for  them,  and  likewise  send  them  whatever  they 
should  write  for,  either  men   or  provisions,  or   goods 
wherewith  to  trade  with  the   Indians.     Answer  was 
returned   that   they  would  all   stay,  on  those  terms, 
intreating  that  they  might  be  encouraged  accordingly ; 
yet  it  seems,  before  they  received  any  return  accord- 
ing to  their  desires,  the  three  last  mentioned  began  to 
recoil,  and  repenting  of  their  engagement  to  stay  at 
Naumkeag,  for  fear  of  the  Indians,  and  other  inconven- 
iences, resolved  rather  to  go  all  to  Virginia ;  especially 
because  Mr.  Lyford,  then  minister,  upon  a  loving  invi- 
tation, was  thither  bound.     But  Mr.  Conant,  as  one 
inspired  by  some   superior  instinct,  though  never  so 
earnestly  pressed  to  go  along  with  them,  peremptorily 
declared  his  mind  to  wait  the  providence  of  God  in 
that  place  where  they  now  were,  yea,  though  all  the 
rest  should  forsake  him ;  not  doubting,  as  he  said,  but, 
if  they  departed,  he  should  soon  have  more  company. 
The  other  three,  observing  his  confident  resolution,  at 
last  concurred  with  him,  and  soon  after  sent  back  John 
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Woodbury  for  England  to  procure  necessaries  for  a 
plantation.  But  that  God,  who  is  ready  to  answer  his 
people  before  they  call,  as  he  had  filled  the  heart  of 
th^t  good  man,  Mr.  Conant,  in  New  England,  with 
courage  and  resolution  to  abide  fixed  in  his  purpose, 
notwithstanding  all  opposition  and  persuasion  he  met 
with  to  the  contrary,  had  also  inclined  the  hearts  of 
several  others  in  England  to  be  at  work  about  the 
same  design." 

There  were  in  fact,  at  this  time,  so  many  "  hearts  in 
England  at  work  about  the  same  design  "  as  to  cause 
some  diversity  of  statement  in  regard  to  the  quarter 
from  whence  the  design  originated.  Mr.  White's  nar- 
rative, confirmed  as  it  is  by  Hubbard,  would  seem  to 
afford  conclusive  evidence  that  the  first  conception  of 
the  plan,  and  the  earliest  measures  for  its  execution, 
were  to  be  ascribed  to  himself  and  his  associates  in 
Dorsetshire.  But  Deputy  Grovernor  Thomas  Dudley, 
in  his  celebrated  historical  letter  to  the  Countess  of 
Lincoln,  oftener  quoted,  perhaps,  than  any  other  doc- 
ument as  authority  for  the  incidents  of  this  period, 
represents  the  matter  somewhat  differently. 

*^  Touching  the  plantacon  which  we  here  have 
begun,  it  fell  out  thus.  About  the  year  1627  some 
friends  being  together  in  Lincolnesheire,  fell  into  some 
discourse  about  New  England,  and  the  plantinge  of  the 
gospell  there ;  and  after  some  deliberation  we  im- 
parted our  reasons  by  I'res  and  messages  to  some  in 
London  and  the  west  country,  where  it  was  likewise 
deliberately  thought  uppon,  and  at  length,  with  often 
negociation,  soe  ripened,  that,  in  the  yeare  16.28,  wee 
procured  a  patent  from  his  Ma'"^  for  our  planting  be- 
tween the  Mattachusetts  Bay  and  Charles  river  on  the 
South,  and  the  River  Merimack  on  the  North,  and  3 
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miles  on  either  side  of  those  Rivers  and  Bay,  as  allso 
for  the  government  of  those  who  did  or  should  inhabit 
within  that  same  compass  ;  and  the  same  yeare  we 
sent  Mr,  John  Endicott  and  some  with  him  to  beginne 
a  plantacon,  and  to  strengthen  such  as  he  should  find 
there,  which  wee  sent  thether  from  Dorchester  and 
some  places  adjoining,  &c."  ^ 

The  circumstances  under  which  Dudley  wrote  will 
explain  his  want  of  chronological  accuracy,  which  is 
manifest  in  his  placing  the  procurement  of  the  charter 
before  the  sailing  of  Endicott.^  He  tells  us  that  he 
wrote  by  the  fire-side  upon  his  knee  for  want  of  a  table, 
and  that  he  had  "  no  leisure  to  review  and  insert  things 
forgotten,  but  out  of  due  time  and  order  must  set  them 
down  as  they  come  to  memory." 

Dudley's  name  does  not  appear  in  the  transactions  of 
the  Company  until  October  15th,  1629,  when  he  became 
at  once  an  active  and  prominent  member.  We  must 
understand  him  as  merely  expressing  in  general  terms 
the  common  and  mutual  sentiment  that  existed  in 
favor  of  a  plantation,  and  as  not  intending  to  limit  the 
word  we  to  a  strictly  personal  sense. 

For  the  proceedings  of  the  Dorchester  associates 
prior  to  the  transactions  related  by  Mr.  White  the 
sources  of  information  are  wanting.  We  know  not  of 
whom  the  fishing  company  was  composed,  excepting 
that  Mr.  John  Humphrey  is  named  as  the  Treasurer, 

1  The  letter  was  dated  "March  12tli,  1630,"  i.  e.  1631.  For  an  accxirate 
copy  see  Force's  Historical  Tracts,  vol.  ii. 

^  The  true  order  of  dates  is  as  follows.  The  territory  was  purchased 
March  19. 1628  ;  Endicott  sailed  June  20th,  1628  ;  the  Charter  was  obtained 
March  4th,  1629. 
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and  it  is  inferred  that  Mr.  White  was  a  member,  while 
its  operations  were  of  a  purely  commercial  nature.  If 
we  regard  these  individuals  as  representing  the  char- 
acter of  the  association,  we  must  believe  it  to  have 
occupied  a  position  of  more  than  ordinary  respecta- 
bility and  influence.  Mr.  Humphrey's  elevated  stand- 
ing and  connections  will  be  noticed  in  the  sequel. 
How  many  more  of  those  who  were  subsequently 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony  had  been  among 
the  original  adventurers  in  the  fishing  trade  cannot 
now  be  determined. 

But  few  of  the  persons  employed  by  these  associates, 
in  their  operations  of  trade  and  plantation,  are  men- 
tioned by  name.  Their  first  overseers  at  Cape  Ann, 
John  Tilly,  and  Thomas  Gardener,  were  admitted  free- 
men of  the  Massachusetts  Colony  ten  or  twelve  years 
later ;  and  the  latter  was  chosen  to  the  General  Court.^ 
Roger  Conant,  when  appointed  to  the  agency,  was 
already  in  the  country ;  and  it  does  not  appear  at  what 
time  he  came  over.^  He  must  be  considered  as  the 
first  planter  of  the  new  colony,  and  is  entitled  to  much 
respect  for  the  energy  and  prudence  of  his  character. 
From  a  record  of  his  baptism  in  the  parish  register  of 


1  Tilley  was  cruelly  massacred  by  the  Indians  on  Connecticut  River,  in 
October  1636.  TTia  hands  and  feet  were  cut  off,  after  which  he  lived  three 
days.  Winthrop  had  sent  letters  by  him  to  his  son  the  Governor  of  the 
new  plantation,  and  describes  him  as  "  a  stout  man,  and  of  great  under- 
standing."    Winthrop's  Journal,  pp.  200  and  309. 

*  Mr.  Felt  thinks  he  came  with  Lyford  in  the  spring  of  1624.  See  his 
extended  notice  of  Conant  in  the  N.  E.  Genealogical  Register,  vol.  2,  Nos.  3 
and  4. 
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East  Budleigh,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  it  appears  that 
in  1625  he  was  thirty-two  years  old.  He  was  admit- 
ted a  freeman  of  the  colony  in  May,  1631.  He  was 
a  representative  from  Salem  in  1634,  received  liberal 
grants  of  land  from  the  General  Court  on  the  ground 
of  his  being  "  an  ancient  planter,"  and  survived  to  the 
19th  of  November,  1679. 

His  associate,  John  Lyford,  was  a  clergyman,  char- 
acterized by  those  who  sent  him  to  Plymouth  as  "not 
the  most  eminent,"  but  the  choice  of  a  portion  of  the 
adventurers  in  England  interested  in  that  Colony.  He 
arrived  in  the  spring  of  1624,  was  at  Cape  Ann  in 
1625,  sailed  for  Virginia  in  1626,  and  died  there  not 
long  after. 

The  three  men  who  resolved  to  stay  in  the  country 
when  the  plantation  at  Cape  Ann  was  broken  up, 
described  as  "  honest  and  prudent,"  became  substantial 
and  useful  citizens,  and  left  highly  respectable  descend- 
ants behind  them.  John  Woodbury,  the  one  sent  by 
the  rest  to  England  to  procure  necessaries  for  a  planta- 
tion, is  said  to  have  come  from  Somersetshire.  He 
became  a  freeman  of  the  Colony  in  1631,  was  chosen 
a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1635,  had  lands 
granted  to  him  in  connection  with  Conant,  Balch,  and 
Palfre}^,  and  died  in  1641.  John  Balch  is  also  sup- 
posed to  have  come  from  Somersetshire.  He  was  made 
a  freeman  in  1631,  and  received  a  grant  of  land  as 
before  mentioned.  He  died  in  1648,  and  is  described 
as  "  an  intelligent,  exemplary,  and  useful  citizen."  Peter 
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Palfrey  was  admitted  a  freeman  with  the  others,  was  a 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1635,  and  received  a 
grant  of  land  in  1636.     He  died  in  1663. 

Of  the  four  original  settlers  at  Salem,^  Roger  Conant 
is  the  only  one  styled  Mr.  in  the  record  of  their  ad- 
mission to  the  freedom  of  the  Colony ;  a  title  which  at 
that  period  indicated  a  rank  or  estate  superior  to  those 
of  a  farmer  or  yeoman.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1626, 
according  to  Prince,  that  Roger  Conant  removed  from 
Cape  Ann  to  Naumkeag.  The  correspondence  with 
Mr.  White  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  plantation 
at  the  latter  place,  and  the  mission  of  Woodbury  to 
England,  are  the  prominent  incidents  of  the  succeeding 
year.  When  the  new  colonists  came  over,  in  1628, 
and  the  old  planters  found  themselves  superseded  in 
their  jurisdiction  over  the  soil  they  had  occupied,  and, 
moreover,  restricted  in  their  personal  independence  by 
the  regulations  of  the  company,  a  collision  of  interests 
naturally  gave  rise  to  much  controversy  and  bitterness 
of  feeling.  But  "  by  the  prudent  moderation  of  Mr. 
Conant,"  the  animosities  were  "  quietly  composed ;  that 
so  meii7n  and  tuum  should  not  disturb  the  peace  of  good 
Christians,  that  came  so  far  to  provide  a  place  where 
to  live  together  in  Christian  amity  and  concord."  ^ 

In  remembrance  of  this  adjustment  of  differences, 

'  To  the  names  mentioned  by  Hubbard,  Mr.  Felt,  in  his  history  of  Salem, 
adds  those  of  Richard  Norman  and  son,  William  Allen,  and  Walter  Knight, 
as  original  companions  of  Conant  at  that  place. 

2  Hubbard. 
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and  restoration  of  hannony,  tte  name  of  the  place 
was  changed  from  Naumkeag  to  Salem.^ 

It  is  foreign  from  our  purpose  to  investigate  mi- 
nutely the  efforts  of  individuals,  and  unorganized 
parties  of  adventurers,  to  establish  themselves  on  the 
soil  of  Massachusetts.  Our  aims  are  limited  to  the 
progress  of  that  particular  entei-prise,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  particular  body  of  men  whose  trans- 
actions constitute  the  subject  of  this  publication. 
When  the  early  history  of  Massachusetts  comes  to  be 
written  as  it  may  be  written,  with  all  its  scenes  and 
incidents  portrayed  as  they  should  be  portrayed,  the 
development  of  antagonistic  designs  and  interests,  and 
the  display  of  diversified  characters,  brought  into  relief 
in  their  single  or  grouped  positions,  will  furnish  mate- 
rials for  a  striking  and  peculiar  picture.  The  proper 
execution  of  such  a  task,  requires  an  imagination  suffi- 
ciently lively  for  a  vivid  conception  of  personal  char- 
acteristics, and  the  habits  and  tendencies  of  the  age, 
and  a  taste  sufficiently  severe  to  prevent  exaggeration 
and  false  coloring. 

The  shores  of  New  England  were  sought,  not  only 
by  the  rigid  separatists  of  the  school  of  Robinson,  and 
the  more  moderate  dissenters  who  were  brought  to- 
gether by  the  influence  of  White,  but  by  stirring 
spirits  of  every  description.     Among  them  were  spec- 

'  A  fanciful  interpretation  was  given  to  the  Indian  name  Naumkeag, 
or  Nahum  Keike ;  as  if  it  were  also  a  Hebrew  word  or  phrase,  signifjing 
"  the  bosom  of  consolation."  See  Felt's  Hist,  of  Salem,  i.  7.  Planter's  Plea,  in 
Force's  TraHs,  p.  8. 
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ulators  in  embryo  principalities,  roving  bands  of  for- 
tune hunters,  wild  revellers,  and  solitary  recluses. 
Amid  the  stern  features  presented  by  the  sober  reali- 
ties of  a  religious  colonization  we  are  struck  with  the 
occasional  appearance  of  outre  personages,  and  comical 
incidents,  that  seem  strangely  out  of  place  :  as  in  the 
grave  architecture  of  a  mediaeval  church  we  sometimes 
find  in  the  sculptures  the  most  grotesque  and  even 
licentious  figures. 

The  attempt  of  Weston's  undisciplined  crew  to  form 
a  settlement  at  Weymouth,  and,  after  him,  that  of  a 
son  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  at  the  same  place,  have 
already  been  mentioned.  In  a  note  to  Mr.  Savage's 
edition  of  Winthrop's  Journal  it  is  intimated  that  pos- 
sibly some  stragglers  remained  on  the  soil.  But  the 
only  result  of  these  efforts  worthy  to  be  noticed  was  a 
literary  production,  by  one  of  the  companions  of  Gor- 
ges, an  Episcopal  clergyman  named  William  Morrell, 
who  came  over  as  a  sort  of  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts  in  England,  and  went  home  to 
■write,  in  Latin  and  English,  a  poem  descriptive  of  the 
country.^ 

In  1625,  one  Captain  WoUaston,  with  about  thirty 
companions,  began  a  plantation  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood ;  and  gave  the  name  of  Mount  Wollaston  to  the 
hill  on  or  near  which  he  fixed  his  habitation.  Having 
left,  himself,  for  Virginia,  about  the  time  that  Conant 

>  See  1st  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  i.  125. 
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removed  from  Cape  Ann  to  Naumkeag,  this  appellation 
was  superseded  for  a  brief  period  by  that  of  3Iare- 
mowit,  or  Merry-momxt^  bestowed  by  his  facetious  and 
unruly  follower,  Thomas  Morton. 

The  settlement  at  Mount  Wollaston  is  believed  by 
the  editor  of  Winthrop's  Journal,  who  is  high  authority, 
to  have  been  permanent,  although  Grov.  Dudley,  in  his 
narrative,  and  Hubbard,  in  his  history,  both  speak  of 
it  as  having  "  vanished  away."  If  it  was  permanent, 
then  Quhicy  is  entitled  to  the  precedency  of  Salem 
as  the  oldest  of  the  Massachusetts  Colonies.^  It  is 
remarkable  as  the  scene  of  those  transactions  which 
contrast  so  ludicrously  with  the  earnest  and  self-deny- 
ing habits  of  the  Puritans.  The  disorderly  revels 
which  they  most  abominated  at  home,  where  they  were 
then  common,  around  the  time-sanctioned  May-pole, 
were  there  established  contemporaneously  with  the 
pious  institutions  those  religious  men  were  seeking 
with  painful  toil  and  sacrifice  to  render  the  paramount 
and  prevailing  characteristics  of  the  country. 

At  about  the  same  period,  the  precise  date  not  being 
known,  several  individuals  had  located  their  solitary 
abodes  upon  the  islands  and  peninsulas  of  the  inner 
harbor  of  Boston.  Whether  they  were  induced  by  an 
eccentric  fondness  for  seclusion,  or  by  a  diversity  of 
sentiment,  to  separate  themselves  from  the  society  of 
their   countrymen,   does    not    fully   appear.       David 

>  Savage's  Winthrop,  i.  43.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Plymouth  was 
not  then  considered  as  within  the  bounds  of  Massachusetts. 
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Thomson  was  at  Thomson's  Island;  William  Black- 
stone,  a  clerg3^man  and  scholar,  with  his  library  at 
Shawmut  (Boston) ;  Samuel  Maverick,  a  courteous  and 
kind-hearted  man,  but  strong  prelatist,  and  therefore  no 
friend  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Puritans,  was  at  Noddle's 
Island  (East  Boston) ;  and  Thomas  Walford,  "  the 
smith,"  at  Mishawum  (Charlestown.)  It  is  conjectured 
that  these  were  relics  of  the  company  brought  over 
by  Gorges,  whose  claims  to  the  territory,  in  virtue  of 
his  patent,  some  of  them  are  known  to  have  supported ; 
yet  no  special  connection  among  themselves  seems  to 
have  been  observed. 

Hutchinson  states  that  he  found  mention  made  of 
planters  at  Winisimet  (Chelsea)  about  the  time  of 
Conant's  removal  from  Cape  Ann,  who,  he  thinks,  had 
come  from  some  other  plantations,  {Hutch.  Hist.  I.  p. 
16)  ;  and  a  few  names  are  met  with  of  persons  whose 
places  of  residence  are  not  known. 

When  it  was  ascertained  that  Thomas  Morton  had 
supplied  the  natives  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
taught  them  their  use,  the  settlers  everywhere  became 
alarmed,  and  the  expenses  of  an  expedition  against  his 
strong-hold  at  Mount  Wollaston,  in  the  spring  of 
1628,  were  shared  among  them.  The  rates  are  given 
in  Governor  Bradford's  letter-book  j  and,  as  the  Ply- 
mouth people  furnished  the  force,  and  performed  the 
service,  the  apportionment  may  exhibit  the  relative 
pecuniary  resources  of  the  rest. 
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*^Plimouth  £2.10  Natascut  (Nantasket)£  1.10 

Naumkeak  1.10  Mrs.  Thomson  15 

Pascataquack        2.10  Blackston  12 

Jeffrey &Burslem  2.00  Edward  Hilton  1.00" 

Pascataquack  (Portsmouth,  N.  H.)  was  first  settled 
by  Thomson  before  he  took  possession  of  Squantum 
Neck,  and  the  island  near  it  that  bears  his  name.^ 
The  Hiltons,  Edward  and  WiUiam,  were  a  few  miles 
up  the  river,  at  Dover,  N.  H.  Jeffrey  and  Burslem 
may  have  been  the  planters  spoken  of  as  being  at 
Chelsea.  The  former  was  afterwards  one  of  the  first 
settlers  at  Ipswich,  and  associated  with  Blackstone  as 
an  agent  of  Gorges.  Indeed,  whatever  attempts  were 
then  making  to  occupy  the  country  around  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  other  than  those  of  Plymouth  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  White  and  his  coadjutors,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  coimected  with  the  claims  of  the  Gorges 
family,  and  their  confederates,  to  proprietorship  of 
the  land. 

As  the  subject  of  adverse  titles  is  often  referred  to 
in  our  volume,  a  few  words  respecting  them  may  be 
introduced  here.  The  way  will  then  have  been  cleared 
for  completing  what  remains  to  be  told  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Company,  before  arriving  at  the  period  when 
the  Records  begin  to  speak  for  themselves. 

As  a  matter  of  historical  curiosity,  it  might  be  worth 


*  According  to  Prince  h.e  removed  to  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  Spring  of 
1624.  Others  say  1626.  He  died  in  1628,  probably  before  the  above 
assessment,  which  stands  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Thomson.  See  Farmer's  ed. 
of  Belknap's  Hist.,  Preface,  p.  6. 
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the  while  of  some  jurist,  accustomed  to  weigh  the  force 
of  legal  phraseology,  and  the  circumstances  that  effect 
a  confirmation  or  forfeiture  of  grants,  to  analyze  the 
patents  for  various  portions  of  New  England  bestowed 
upon  different  parties,  so  far  as  the  means  of  such 
an  examination  are  now  to  be  found.  There  are  legal 
principles,  doubtless,  which  governed  their  construc- 
tion, and  conspired  with  the  operation  of  time  and  cir- 
cumstance to  control  their  final  adjustment.  A  lucid 
exhibition  of  the  relative  nature  and  extent  of  these 
claims  and  their  results,  from  their  origin  to  their 
extinction,  might  relieve  the  ordinary  reader  from  the 
sense  of  confusion  their  conflicting  character  occasions. 
Whether  this  desideratum  is  entirely  practicable  or 
not,  the  materials  which  exist  admit  of  being  reduced 
to  a  simpler  and  more  comprehensible  form.  As  repre- 
sented by  historians  the  confusion  of  titles  is  appa- 
rently inextricable.  It  would  be  agreeable  to  know  the 
limits  of  this  perplexity,  and  how  far  the  rules  of  law, 
upon  which  those  rights  must  depend,  would  serve  to 
disentangle  the  knots. 

We  shall  merely  enumerate  the  prominent  claims 
affecting  the  territory  of  Massachusetts,  as  originally 
bounded,  which  the  Council  of  Plymouth  had  created 
before  their  conveyance  to  the  company  by  whom  it 
was  actually  settled. 

The  Council  appear  to  have  been  singularly  regard- 
less of  consistency  in  their  grants.  It  is  very  likely 
they  were  chiefly  influenced  by  a  desire  to  have  the 
/ 


Xl  ORIGIN   OF   THE   COMPANY. 

country  colonized,  upon  any  terms,  rather  than  by  the 
immediate  pecuniary  consideration  of  their  sales ;  and 
hence  were  careless  and  unmethodical  in  their  con- 
tracts. Their  most  active  and  enterprising  members 
were  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  the  President,  and  Cap- 
tain John  Mason,  the  Secretary.  They,  too,  had  the 
best  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  were  most  engaged 
personally  in  its  exploration  and  settlement.  Gorges, 
then  governor  of  Plymouth,  had  been  intimately  con- 
nected with  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  of  whose  adven- 
turous temperament  he  had  a  large  share.  Ever  a 
leading  spirit  of  the  company  from  the  beginning,  it 
was  through  his  exertions  that  their  new  charter  of 
1620  was  obtained.  Mason  was  a  merchant,  who 
became  a  sea  officer,  and  had  been  governor  of  New- 
foundland, 

These  facts  are  important  in  connection  with  their 
private  claims,  as  showing  their  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject, their  influence  in  the  transactions  of  the  company, 
and  their  participation  in  the  conveyance  of  interests 
adverse  to  their  own.^ 

In  1621,  a  grant  was  made  to  Mason  from  the 
Council,  of  all  the  land  from  the  river  of  Naumkeag 
round  Cape  Ann  to  the  river  Merrimack,  and  up  each 
of  those  rivers  to  the  fountain  head ;  then  to  cross 
from  the  head  of  one  to  the  head  of  the  other ;  with  aU 


'  For  £^  summary  of  facts  and  authorities  relating  to  Gorges  and  Mason, 
Belknap's  Hist,  of  New  Hampshire,  (Farmer's  edition)  vol.  i.,  his  Am  Biog., 
find  Bancroft's  Hist.  vol.  i.  ch.  9,  may  be  consulted. 
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the  islands  lying  within  three  miles  of  the  coast.  This 
district  was  called  Mariana.  The  next  year  Gorges 
and  Mason  received  a  patent,  jointly,  of  all  the  lands 
between  the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Sagadehoc,  extend- 
ing back  to  the  great  lakes  and  river  of  Canada.  This 
was  called  Laconia.  Thomson  and  the  Hiltons  were 
their  agents  for  occupying  the  latter.  The  same  year 
Thomas  Weston  procured  a  grant  of  some  kind  for  a 
tract  of  land  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  probably  around 
his  attempted  plantation  at  Weymouth  ;  and  an  unde- 
fined patent  was  drawn,  or  ordered  to  be  drawn,  for 
the  Earl  of  Warwick.  In  December,  1623,  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando  Gorges  sent  over  his  son  Robert  with  a  patent 
from  the  Council,  professedly  bestowed  on  account  of 
the  father's  services,  and  in  consideration  of  £160  in 
money.  This,  which  is  given  at  length  in  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando's  narrative,  purported  to  convey  to  the  said  Rob- 
ert all  that  part  of  the  main  land,  in  New  England, 
called  or  known  by  the  name  of  "  Messachusiack,"  ^ 
lying  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  bay,  called  Messa- 
chuset;  together  with  all  the  shores  and  coasts  along 
the  sea,  for  ten  English  miles,  in  a  straight  line  to- 
wards the  northeast ;  and  thirty  miles  into  the  main- 
land through  all  the  breadth  aforesaid  ;  together  with 
all  the  islands  within  three  miles  of  said  land,  "  except 
such  islands  as  are  formerly  granted."  David  Thom- 
son, Gent,  whom  we  have  had  occasion  to  mention  fre- 

'  Massachusetts.     Gorges  here  makes  a  slight  distinction  between  the 
name  of  the  country  and  the  name  of  the  Bay. 
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quently,  was  authorized  to  take  possession  in  the  name 
of  the  Council,  and  deliver  the  same  to  said  Robert  or 
his  representatives.^ 

The  year  1623,  may  be  regarded  as  the  culminating 
period  of  exertion  by  the  Plymouth  Council  to  estab- 
lish a  substantial  and  operative  dominion  over  their 
American  possessions.  In  their  conflict  with  nature 
and  circumstances  they  seem  then  to  have  made  the 
grand  and  final  charge,  which  proving  ineffectual,  left 
them  without  plan  or  policy  for  future  action.  At  the 
close  of  1622,  having  complained  to  the  king  of  the 
encroachments  and  injuries  suffered  from  interlopers 
on  their  American  commerce  and  possessions,  James 
I.  issued  a  proclamation,  commanding  that  none  should 
frequent  the  coasts  of  New  England  but  the  adventur- 
ers and  planters,  or  traffic  with  the  Indians^  otherwise 
than  by  license  of  the  Council  of  Plymouth,  or  accord- 
ing to  the  orders  of  the  privy  council.^  This  was  fol- 
lowed not  only  by  the  efforts  of  the  succeeding  year 
to  secure  the  beginning  of  local  settlements,  but  by  a 
general  demonstration  of  the  power  and  dignity  of  the 
corporation,  and  its  authority  over  the  soil  and  the 
seas  of  the  country.  To  Captain  Francis  West,  with 
the  commission  of  Admiral,  was  assigned  a  jurisdiction 
over  the  maritime  affairs  of  New  England,  and  the  reg- 

'  The  discrepancy  of  statements  in  regard  to  the  time  of  Thomson's  remo- 
val to  Massachusetts  Bay,  may  be  explained  by  supposing  that  in  1623  he 
took  possession  of  the  island  that  bears  his  name,  and  of  Squantiun  Neck  on 
the  main  land,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  but  did  not  go  to  reside 
there  until  1626. 

'  Chalmers,  vi.  1,  91.     Hazard^  s  Col.  i.  151. 
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ulation  of  commerce  ;  and  Robert  Gorges,  in  addition 
to  the  local  rights  and  powers  bestowed  by  his  patent, 
received  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant-General  and 
Governor  of  New  England  in  behalf  of  the  Council. 
Morrel,  the  clergyman,  accompanied  the  latter,  armed 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  with  power  to  superintend 
the  affairs  of  the  Church.  Gorges  and  his  Council,  of 
whom  Admiral  West  was  to  be  one,  and  the  governor 
of  Plymouth  for  the  time  being  another,  were  author- 
ized to  do  "  what  they  should  think  good,  in  all  cases, 
capital,  criminal,  civil,"  &c.^ 

We  have  seen  how  short-lived  was  Gorges's  residence 
at  Weymouth,  where  he  endeavored  to  revive  Wes- 
ton's plantation.  Prince  tells  us,  that  not  finding 
things  to  answer  his  quality,  with  some  who  depended 
on  him  he  returned  to  England.  He  adds,  that  some 
few  of  his  people  go  to  Virginia,  and  some  few  remain 
who  are  helped  with  supplies  from  Plymouth.^  His 
companions  were  evidently  of  a  class  superior  to  an 
ordinary  body  of  emigrants,  and  corresponding  to  the 
dignity  of  his  mission.  By  seating  himself  at  Weston's 
station  he  appears  to  have  considered  that  adventurer's 
patent  as  merged  in  his  own,  although  clearly  not 
within  his  boundaries.  If  Blackstone,  Maverick,  and 
other  occupants  of  the  inner  bay,  or  Boston  harbor, 
may  be  supposed  to  have  been  of  his  company,  there 
is  a  reason  why  their  habitations  should  be  chosen 
where   they  were,   and   the   mystery   attending    the 

1  Prince.  *  Prince,  from  Bradford. 
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period  of  their  arrival,  and  the  cause  of  their  secluded 
residence,  is  solved.  They  had  taken  possession  of  the 
narrow  territory  of  ten  miles  width  along  the  north- 
easterly side  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  (whose  outward  lim- 
its, as  then  commonly  regarded,  were  Point  Alderton  on 
one  side  and  Nahant  on  the  other)  which  was  compre- 
hended by  the  patent  of  Gorges ;  and  naturally  became 
his  agents  and  representatives  at  a  subsequent  time,  if 
we  may  not  deem  them  so  from  the  beginning. 

No  mention  is  made  of  a  patent  to  WoUaston.  Rob- 
ert Gorges  having  died,  his  brother  John  succeeded  to 
his  rights,  and  made  grants  to  John  Oldham  and  Sir 
William  Brereton,  which  were  for  a  time  the  subject  of 
controversy,  but  not  considered  as  valid  by  later  occu- 
pants ;  by  whom  the  title  of  Gorges  himself  seems  to 
have  been  equally  disregarded.  There  are  intimations 
of  a  compromise  by  which  the  incumbrance  of  Captain 
Mason's  "  Mariana  "  may  have  been  removed  from  the 
teiTitory.^ 

But  whatever  grants  the  Plymouth  Council  had 
made,  and  whatever  rights  had  thereby  been  vested  in 
other  parties,  the  time  had  now  arrived  for  a  convey- 
ance destined  to  be  effectual  and  permanent.  Whether 
the  Council  considered  their  previous  deeds  of  little 
account,  as  dependent  upon  an  implied  condition  of  use 
and  occupation,  or  expected  to  be  able  to  adjust  among 
themselves  the  private  claims  of  their  members,  for 
reasons  which  must  have  been  duly  estimated  by  both 

'  HtibbarcCs  HUt.  p.  226.     Hutchinson's  CoUection  of  Papers,  p.  423. 
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grantor  and  grantees  they  did  not  hesitate  to  convey 
to  the  friends  of  Mr.  White  a  title  to  the  whole  region 
between  the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Charles  ;  extending 
also  three  miles  north  of  every  part  of  the  former,  and 
three  miles  south  of  every  part  of  the  latter,  and 
through  the  continent  from  ocean  to  ocean.  The  in- 
strument was  dated  March  19th,  1627,  which  accord- 
ing to  the  new  style  of  commencing  the  year  on  the 
1st  of  January  instead  of  the  25th  of  March,  would  be 
in  1628.  The  grantees  named  were  Sir  Henry  Ros- 
well,  Sir  John  Young,  Knights ;  Thomas  Southcoat, 
John  Humphrey,  John  Endicot,  and  Simon  Whetcomb, 
Gentlemen. 

There  is  a  short  chapter  in  the  narrative  of  Sir  Fer- 
dinando  Gorges '  which  deserves  to  be  inserted  in  this 
connection.  It  shows  that  two  at  least  of  the  former 
patentees  had  been  consulted  and  were  cognizant  of 
the  transaction.  It  also  shows  the  motives  that  influ- 
enced the  purchasers  of  the  new  patent,  which,  with 
regard  to  the  first  three,  are  commonly  misrepre- 
sented ;  ^  and  it  manifests  how  soon  fears  began  to  be 
entertained  that  an  independent  state  would  be  the 
result  of  the  enterprise. 

"  The  King,  not  pleased  with  divers  the  passages  of 
some  particular  persons,  who  in  their  speeches  seemed 
to  trench  further  on  his  royal  prerogative  than  stood 
with  his  safety  and  honor  to  give  way  unto,  suddenly 

'  "  A  Briefe  Narration  of  the  originall  undertakings  of  the  advancement  of 
Plantations  into  the  parts  of  America."  &c.     Mass.  Hist.  Col.  3d.  se.  vol.  vi. 

2  Hutch.  Hist.  i.  p.  16,  often  quoted,  where  it  is  said  incorrectly,  "as 
soon  as  a  colony  for  religion  was  projected  we  hear  no  more  of  them." 
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brake  off  the  Parliament.  Whereby  divers  were  so 
fearful  what  would  follow  so  unaccustomed  an  action, 
some  of  the  principal  of  those  liberal  speakers  being 
committed  to  the  Tower,  others  to  other  prisons  — 
which  took  all  hope  of  reformation  of  Church  govern- 
ment from  many  not  affecting  Episcopal  jurisdiction, 
nor  the  usual  practice  of  the  common  pra^^ers  of  the 
Church ;  whereof  there  were  several  sorts,  though  not 
agreeing  among  themselves,  yet  all  of  like  dislike  of 
those  particulars.  Some  of  the  discreeter  sort,  to  avoid 
what  they  found  themselves  subject  unto,  made  use  of 
their  friends  to  procure  from  the  Council  for  the  affairs 
of  New  England  to  settle  a  Colony  within  their  limits  ; 
to  which  it  pleased  the  thrice-honored  Lord  of  War- 
wick to  write  to  me,  then  at  Plymouth,  to  condescend 
that  a  patent  might  be  granted  to  such  as  then  sued 
for  it.  Whereupon  I  gave  my  approbation,  so  far  forth 
as  it  might  not  be  prejudicial  to  my  son  Robert  Gor- 
ges's  interests,  whereof  he  had  a  patent  under  the  seal 
of  the  Council.  Hereupon  there  was  a  grant  passed  as 
loas  tJioiight  reasonable:  but  the  same  was  afterwards 
enlarged  by  his  Majesty,  and  confirmed  under  the 
great  seal  of  England,  by  the  authority  whereof  the 
undertakers  proceeded  so  effectually,  that  in  a  very 
short  time  numbers  of  people  of  all  sorts  flocked 
thither  in  troops,  that  at  last  it  was  specially  ordered 
by  the  King's  command,  that  none  should  be  suffered 
to  go  without  licence  first  had  and  obtained,  and  they 
to  take  the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  allegiance.  So 
that  what  I  long  before  prophesied,  when  I  could  hardly 
get  any  for  money  to  reside  there,  was  now  brought  to 
pass  in  a  high  measure.  The  reason  of  that  restraint 
was  grounded  upon  the  several  complaints  that  came 
out  of  those  parts,  of  the  divers  sects  and  schisms  that 
were  amongst  them,  all  contemning  the  public  gov- 
ernment of  the  Ecclesiastical  State.  And  it  tvas  doubted 
that  they  would,  in  a  short  time,  wholly  shake  off  the  royal 
jurisdiction  of  the  Sovereign  Magistrate." 

Compared  with  the  distinguished  names  and  high- 
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sounding  titles  which  usually  head  the  lists  of  grant- 
ees in  the  territorial  charters  of  this  period,  the  six 
gentlemen  who  received  the  patent  of  Massachusetts 
from  the  Plymouth  Council,  enlarged  and  strength- 
ened by  the  addition  of  extensive  civil  powers  and 
political  rights  from  the  crown,  seem  to  be  singularly 
humble  and  obscure. 

The  first  three,  who  ceased  to  act  with  the  com- 
pany, are  almost  wholly  unknown  to  fame.  They  may 
have  served,  instead  of  Dukes  and  Earls,  as  patrons 
and  sureties,  merely  lending  the  weight  of  their  pri- 
vate responsibility  to  the  enterprise,  and  retiring  when 
their  purpose  was  answered.  The  rest  are  indebted  to 
subsequent  events  for  whatever  distinction  is  attached 
to  their  names.  Very  little  can  be  gleaned  of  the 
family  history  and  early  condition  of  any  of  them. 

We  may  imagine  Sir  Henry  Roswell  to  have  been 
a  bluff  and  bustling  knight,  a  colonel,  and  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  as  he  shared  with  Sir  Samuel  Luke  the  rep- 
utation of  being  the  person  against  whom  the  author 
of  Hudibras  aimed  his  satirical  shafts  in  the  delinea- 
tion of  his  hero.^     He  was,  probably,  a  staunch  and 

1  Iq  the  preface  to  Gray's  edition  of  Hudibras  is  the  following  passage. 
"  It  has  been  suggested  by  a  reverend  and  learned  person,  that  notwith- 
standing Sir  Samuel  Luke,  of  Woodend,  in  Bedfordshire,  has  generally 
been  reputed  the  hero  of  this  poem,  yet,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  being 
compared  to  Sir  Samuel  Luke,  Part  I.  Cant.  1,  line  906,  it  is  scarce  proba- 
ble that  he  was  intended,  it  being  an  uncommon  thing  to  compare  a  person 
to  himself;  that  the  scene  of  action  was  in  western  clime,  whereas  Bedford- 
shire is  noHh  of  London  ;  and  that  he  was  credibly  informed,  by  a  Bencher 
of  Gray's  Inn,  who  had  it  from  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Butler's  that  the 
person  intended  was  Sir  Henry  Rosewell,  of  Ford  Abbey,  in  Devonshire." 
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active  Puritan,  ready  by  word  and  deed  to  aid  the 
work  of  reform ;  and  using  the  influence  of  his  station 
in  suppressing  some  of  the  coarse  and  licentious  sports 
of  the  common  people.  Such  a  one,  it  may  he,  as 
Macaulay  had  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote  that  "  the 
Puritans  hated  hear-baiting,  not  because  it  gave  pain 
to  the  bear,  but  because  it  gave  pleasure  to  the  spec- 
tators." ^  He  is  styled  "  Sir  Henry  Rosewell,  of  Ford 
Abbey,  in  the  county  of  Devon  ; "  and  the  possession 
of  that  ancient  demesne  argues  somewhat  in  favor  of 
the  wealth  and  dignity  of  its  owner.  It  was  a  Cis- 
tercian Abbey,  founded  in  1140 ;  and,  at  the  dis- 
solution of  monastic  houses,  was  given  by  Henry 
VIII.  to  Sir  Richard  PoUard.  Several  families  have 
possessed  it ;  and  it  passed,  by  marriage  with  the  heir- 
ess, to  Francis  Gwynn,  Esq.,  in  1690,  whose  descend- 
ants held  it  in  1803.^ 

The  position  of  Roswell,  as  a  man  of  wealth,  is 
indicated  by  another  circumstance.  In  1639,  while 
Charles  I.  was  on  his  way  to  suppress  the  rebellion 
in  Scotland,  the  Privy  Council  made  out  a  list  of  per- 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  editor  does  not  attach  much  weight  to  the 
suggestion. 

1  Macaulay's  sarcasm  has  not  the  merit  of  originality.  It  is  borrowed 
from  Hume,  who  makes  the  remark  in  connection  with  the  destruction  of 
the  bears  in  London  by  Col.  Hcwson's  regiment.  "This  adventure,"  says 
Hume,  *'  seems  to  have  given  birth  to  the  fiction  of  Hudibras."  Hume's 
Hist.  ch.  26. 

^  Devonshire,  in  "  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales."  The  parish  of  Thorn- 
combe,  where  Ford  Abbey  is  situated,  is  topographically  within  the  limits 
of  Dorsetshire,  being  entirely  surrounded  by  that  county.  There  is  a  view 
of  the  Abbey  in  the  work  above  named ;  and  some  curious  relics,  among 
others  an  ancient  historical  register,  written  by  the  monks,  are  described  as 
belonging  to  it. 
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sons  "fit  for  their  ability  to  lend  the  king  money." 
Some  contributed ;  others  excused  themselves  on  the 
ground  of  previous  contributions ;  others  took  no  no- 
tice of  the  requisition.  Among  the  latter  we  find  the 
name  of  Sir  Henry  E-oswell,  of  Devonshire.^  These 
facts  are  all  we  can  learn  of  his  history. 

Sir  John  Young,  was  also  of  Devonshire.  He  was 
returned  to  the  Long  Parliament  from  Plymouth,  in 
1640,  and  signed  "the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant," 
in  1643.  He  was  a  member  of  Cromwell's  second 
Parliament,  in  1654,  as  representative  of  Honiton ; 
and  a  member  of  the  third- Parliament,  in  1656.^ 

AU  that  can  be  told  of  Thomas  Southcoat,  is  matter 
of  conjecture.  There  was  "  a  godly  family  of  South- 
coats"  or  Southcot's  (the  name  being  spelled  both  ways) 
in  Devonshire,  with  whom  Roger  Clap,  an  early  emi- 
grant to  Massachusetts,  had  lived ;  and  a  Captain 
Southcot,  "  a  brave  Low  Country  soldier,"  came  over 
in  the  same  vessel,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  Dorchester,  but  returned  to  England  in  1631. 
Two  persons  of  the  name,  Thomas  and  Richard,  desired 
to  be  admitted  freemen  of  the  Colony  in  1630 ;  but 
one  only,  designated  as  Captain,  took  the  oath,  in 
1631.  Whether  this  was  Thomas  or  Richard,  and,  if 
Thomas,  whether  he  was  the  patentee,  cannot  be  deter- 


1  Ritshworth's  Hist.  Collections.  Two  other  Devonsliire  Knights,  Sir 
George  Southcot,  and  Sir  Richard  Revel,  are  also  in  the  Ust.  They  may 
have  been  related  to  members  of  the  company  having  the  same  family 
names. 

*  Hansards  Pari,  Hist.  Oldmixon,  i.  239. 
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mined.  Some  family  connection  between  them,  may 
however,  be  reasonably  inferred.^ 

John  Humphrey  was  a  son-in-law  of  Thomas,  third 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  having  married  his  daughter  Susan.^ 
He  was,  as  we  have  seen,  treasurer  of  the  joint  adven- 
turers engaged  in  the  fishing  trade  at  Cape  Ann. 
Winthrop  testifies  that  he  was  "  a  gentleman  of  spe- 
cial parts,  of  learning  and  activity;  and  a  godly 
man,  who  had  been  one  of  the  first  beginners  in  the 
promoting  of  this  plantation,  and  had  labored  very 
much  therein."^  When  Winthrop  was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor Humphrey  was  elected  Deputy  Governor ;  but 
did  not  leave  England  until  1632.  He  held  office  in 
the  Colony,  and  appears  to  have  been  respected.  He 
lost  his  property,  and  severe  calamities  befell  his  fam- 
ily ;  and  finally  he  left  the  country. 

The  history  of  John  Endicott,  after  his  connection 
with  the  Colony  is  well  known.  As  Governor,  under 
the  Company,  at  Salem,  as  a  military  commander,  and 
as  Governor  of  the  Colony  at  different  periods,  in  all  for 
sixteen  years,  he  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  our 
annals.     Until  recently  it  was  supposed  that  nothing 

'  Clap's  Autobiography,  Col-  Records.  Farmer,  in  his  Genealogical  Reg- 
ister, supposes  Thomas,  the  patentee,  and  Thomas,  the  applicant  for  admis- 
sion as  freeman,  and  the  Captain,  to  be  the  same  person ;  but  his  conclu- 
sion is  \msupported  by  authority. 

^  She  was  one  of  seventeen  children,  eight  sons  and  nine  daughters. 
One  daughter  married  the  oldest  son  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges.  Another 
was  the  wife  of  Isaac  Johnson.  Four  of  them  died  young.  Dudley  and 
Bradstreet  had  both  lived  in  the  family ;  which  was  thus  intimately  con- 
nected -with  New  England.     Savage's  Winth.  i.  p.  34. 

^  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  332. 
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relating  to  the  early  portion  of  his  life  could  be  ascer- 
tained. As  he  had  sat  under  the  preaching  of  Skel- 
ton,  he  was  presumed  to  have  originated  in  Lincoln- 
shire. But  in  a  memoir  written  by  a  descendant,  it  is 
stated,  (we  know  not  upon  what  evidence,)  that  he  was 
born  in  Dorchester,  England,  in  the  year  1558 ;  and 
that  his  family  was  of  respectable  standing  and  mod- 
erate fortune.^  He  bears  in  our  first  records  the  title 
of  Captain,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  he 
had  been  a  surgeon.^  His  wife  was  cousin  to  Matthew 
Cradock,  the  Governor  of  the  Company,  and  he  was  a 
brother-in-law  of  Roger  Ludlow,  subsequently  distin- 
guished in  the  Colony. 

Simon  Whetcombe  continued  an  active  member  of 
the  company  at  home,  but  did  not  come  to  New  Eng- 
land. He  held  the  office  of  Assistant,  was  constant  in 
his  attendance  at  the  meetings,  and  was  employed  on 
many  committees.  Besides  his  subscription  to  the 
capital  stock,  he  joined  with  others  in  a  loan  to  the 
company,  and  was  one  of  the  purchasers  of  the  ship 
Eagle,  afterwards  the  Arbella.  We  may  conclude, 
therefore,  that  he  was  a  man  of  some  substance,  a 
respectable  citizen,  and  a  zealous  Puritan :  but  our 
knowledge  of  him  is  confined  to  the  few  facts  which 
we  gather  from  the  Records. 


1  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  i.  No.  3. 

2  Mr.  Felt  found  among  the  papers  at  tlie  State  Hoiise,  Boston,  a  biU  in 
Endicott's  handwriting,  for  curing  a  man  committed  to  his  care,  in  which 
he  styles  himself  "  Chirurgeon." 
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These  six  gentlemen  were  not  engaged  in  a  specu- 
lation for  their  private  benefit.  They  represented  all 
those  friends  of  colonization  whose  attention  had  been 
dii-ected  to  New  England  by  Mr.  White.  They  were, 
as  Gorges  expresses  it,  "made  use  of "  to  procure  a 
patent ;  and,  that  object  being  attained,  such  of  the 
parties  interested  as  were  ready  to  participate  in  active 
measures  undertook  immediately  the  outfit  of  an  expe- 
dition to  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  command  of  which 
was  entrusted  to  Endicott.  With  about  a  hundred 
followers  he  sailed  on  the  20th  of  June,  1628,  and 
arrived  at  Salem  on  the  6th  of  September.^  His 
instructions,  dated  May  30th,  according  to  a  note  in 
Hutchinson's  History,  vol.  i.  p.  16,  were  signed  by  the 
following  persons,  namely,  John  Venn,  Matthew  Crad- 
ock,  George  Harwood,  John  Humphrey,  Richard  Perry, 
George  Hewson,  Samuel  Aldersey,  Thomas  Stevens, 
Joseph  Caxon,  (probably  Caron),  Thomas  Webb,  In- 
crease Nowell,  Hugh  Peters,  John  White,  and  Abra- 
ham Palmer. 

H  our  opinion,  that  the  first  entries  in  the  Records 
of  the  Company  relate  to  this  expedition,  is  correct,  we 
have  reached  the  point  at  which  our  preliminary  nar- 
rative should  terminate.  There  remain,  however,  the 
inquiries,  —  of  whom  did  the  Company  at  large  consist  ? 

'  WTiite  in  "  the  Planter's  Plea,"  says  that  Endicott's  men,  united  -with 
those  already  in  the  country,  made  up  in  all  not  much  above  fifty  or  sixty 
persons.  Higgiason,  in  his  "N.  E.  Plantation,"  makes  the  ntmiber  about 
one  hundred.  It  may  be  safe  to  estimate  Endicott's  company,  including 
every  description  of  person,  at  about  the  latter  number. 


ORIGIN   OF  THE  COMPANY.  liii 

and  what  were  the  social  positions  and  personal  char- 
acters of  its  members  ? 

No  official  catalogue  is  known  to  exist  among  our 
public  documents.  The  names  we  find  in  the  Records 
are  but  a  partial  guide,  and  afford  no  clue  to  the  num- 
bers omitted.  That  there  were  more  than  are  there 
designated  we  learn  from  various  sources.  In  a  cor- 
poration for  philanthropic  purposes,  or  indeed  for  any 
purpose,  there  may  be  many  members  who  neither 
attend  the  meetings  nor  take  part  in  the  administra- 
tion of  its  affaii's.  "We  can  therefore  expect  to  obtain, 
at  best,  but  an  imperfect  list ;  and,  for  want  of  posi- 
tive information,  must  sometimes  depend  upon  mere 
inferences,  or  chance  allusions,  in  our  authorities. 

It  is  commonly  asserted,  that  the  three  patentees 
first  named  sold  their  interest  at  the  outset  of  an 
organization  for  planting  a  religious  colony.  We 
apprehend  that  an  incorrect  impression  is  conveyed  by 
this  statement,  and  that  it  has  no  more  definite  basis 
than  conjecture.  They  were  recognized  as  members 
by  the  Royal  Charter,  so  late  as  March  4th,  1629,  and 
the  Records  allude  to  no  transfer  of  their  rights.  We 
feel  bound  therefore  to  retain  them  in  the  list,  as  we 
do  others  whose  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  com- 
pany may  have  constituted  their  only  connection  with 
the  enterprise.^ 

'  According  to  Hubbard,  p.  109,  all  of  the  original  patentees  transferred 
their  interest  in  New  England  to  a  new  set  of  associates.  Prince,  aware 
that  the  three  named  last  must  be  excepted,  says  "  By  the  Massachusett's 
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To  proceed,  as  far  as  possible,  in  chronological  order, 
we  next  include  those  who  signed  the  instructions  to 
Endicott.  A  considerable  addition  is  furnished  by  a 
memorandum  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  first  vol- 
ume of  Felt's  Annals  of  Salem.  This  paper  is  dated 
"London,  May,  1628,"  and  contains  a  list  of  forty-one 
persons  who  had  not  paid  in  the  amount  of  their  sub- 
scriptions. At  the  bottom  George  Harwood,  the  Trea- 
surer, is  made  debtor  for  money  received  from  "  sun- 
drie  Adventurers,"  a  portion  of  the  same  individuals, 
in  part  payment.  Others  are  derived  from  the  Char- 
ter, where  nineteen  names  are  added  to  the  original 
patentees.  We  then  have  recourse  to  "  the  Records  " 
taking  from  them  such  as  have  not  been  mentioned 
before.  A  few,  derived  from  scattered  sources,  will  be 
subjoined. 

Without  aiming  at  extended  biographical  sketches, 
we  shall,  when  able  to  do  so,  attach  to  each  name 
some  notes  of  information  respecting  the  person,  illus- 
trative of  his  rank  and  standing  in  society. 

Colony  Charter  and  Records,  it  seems  tlie  three  former  wholly  sold  out  their 
rights ;  the  three  latter  retaining  theirs  in  equal  partnership  with  the  said 
associates."  Subsequent  writers  have  probably  accepted  this  statement 
Avithout  investigation.  We  can  understand  how  such  a  conclusion  might 
be  deduced  from  the  fact,  that  after  the  charter  was  obtained  from  the  Crown, 
Roswell,  Young,  and  Southcot,  are  no  longer  publicly  concerned  in  the 
operations  of  the  company;  but  for  want  of  positive  evidence  are  not 
reqiured  to  admit  the  conclusion  itself.  Where  the  interest  of  a  member 
depended  on  the  amount  of  his  subscription,  there  could  be  no  eqttality  of 
partnership.  The  finances  of  the  company  soon  became  embarrassed,  and 
in  order  to  raise  money  the  whole  stock  was  put  into  the  hands  of  "  under- 
takers," or  trustees  ;  so  that  original  certificates,  as  we  observe  in  similar 
operations  at  the  present  day,  ceased  to  be  of  much  value. 
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Sir  Henry  Roswell. 
Sir  John  Young. 
Thomas  Southcot. 
John  Humphrey. 
John  Endicott. 
Simon  Whetcomb. 

Oiir  brief  account  on  previous  pages  of  these  origin 
nal  patentees  need  not  be  repeated. 

John  Venn, 
called  in  the  Records  Captain  Venn,  intended  to  have 
come  to  New  England,  but  changed  his  mind.  He 
was  Captain  of  the  London  trainbands ;  afterwards 
Colonel.  He  became  distinguished  for  zealous  oppo^ 
sition  to  the  King  and  Court.  He  was  a  member,  for 
the  city,  of  the  Long  Parliament,  and  was  one  of  the 
committee  of  safety  empowered  to  sit  during  the 
recess.  He  led  the  tumult  of  citizens  at  the  time  of 
passing  the  bill  of  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford ; 
and  was  one  of  those  whom  the  King  required  to  be 
given  up  to  justice  as  a  condition  of  his  treating  with 
the  Parliament,  in  1642.  He  was  Governor  of  Wind- 
sor, and  one  of  the  King's  judges.  Parliament  voted 
h 
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him  £4000,  as  a  compensation  for  losses.  Oldmixon 
says  lie  was  attainted,  though  dead,  in  1660,  with  for- 
feiture of  estates,  &c.  for  being  concerned  in  the  death 
of  the  King.^ 

Matthew  Cradock. 
Cradock  was  Governor  of  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
pany, and  one  of  its  most  generous  benefactors.  He 
was  a  wealthy  London  merchant,  and,  although  he  never 
came  to  Massachusetts,  continued  to  make  himself  use- 
ful in  its  affairs,  and  invested  much  capital  here  in 
lands  and  houses  as  well  as  in  ships;  his  property 
being  managed  by  agents.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Long  Parliament.  A  claim  against  the  Colony  for 
£679.  Qs.  id.  remained  unsettled  at  his  death.  George 
Cradock,  a  descendant,  was  an  inhabitant  of  Boston, 
in  Hutchinson's  time.^ 

George  Harwood, 
a  citizen  of  London,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Company. 
He  is  mentioned  in  Neal's  History  of  the  Puritans  as 
one  of  the  trustees,  "feoffees"  as  they  were  called, 
who  had  charge  of  the  fund  raised  for  promoting 
preaching  in  the  country,  and  for  lectures  in  the  seve- 
ral market  towns  of  England.  This  was  about  the 
year  1627.      They   were    afterwards   suppressed   by 


'  Hutchinson.    Pictorial  Hist,  of  Eng.    Clarendon.     Tract  in  Hansard.     Old- 
mixon, i.  475. 

^  Hutch.  Hist.  i.  p.  23.     Rushioorth's  Hist.  Col.     Young's  Chron.  of . 
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Ardibishop  Laud,  "  as  an  illicit  society,  formed  into  a 
body  corporate,  without  a  grant  from  the  King,  for 
purchasing  rectories,  tithes,  prehendaries,  &c."  They 
would  have  been  fined  had  it  not  appeared  that  they 
were  already  out  of  pocket  above  one  thousand 
pounds.  John  White,  the  lawyer,  and  John  Daven- 
port, were  also  feoffees.^ 

Richard  Perry, 
was  one  of  the  Assistants  appointed  by  the  Charter, 
afterwards  elected  to  the  same  office  by  the  company ; 
and  was  one  of  the  committee  for  auditinoj  accounts. 
He  never  came  to  this  country. 

George  Hewson. 
Thomas  Hewson. 
John  Hewson. 

George  Hewson  was  one  of  the  fourteen  who  signed 
the  instructions  to  Jlndicott  before  his  departure  ;  but 
we  do  not  find  his  name  in  the  Records. 

Thomas  Hewson  was  an  active  member  of  the  com- 
pany, and  subscribed  ig  for  the  purchase  of  the  Arbella. 
There  is  no  account  of  his  coming  to  New  England ; 
but  he  appears  to  have  owned  a  plantation  near  Salem 
in  1631.  Winthrop  speaks  of  receiving  letters  "by 
Mr.  Hewson's  ship,"  in  1630.^ 

John  Hewson  is  mentioned  but  once  in  the  Records, 
and  may  not  have  been  a  member  of  the  company ; 

'  NeaVs  Puritans,  ii.  248.  *  Felt's  Salem,  i.  277.     Winthrop,  i.  276. 
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but,  if  we  are  not  mistaken  in  supposing  him  to  be  the 
same  person  afterwards  one  of  what  Carlyle  calls  the 
"  Napoleon  Marshals "  of  Cromwell,  a  member  of  his 
House  of  Lords,  and  one  of  the  judges  at  the  trial  of 
the  King,  a  special  interest  attaches  to  his  name. 
The  reference  in  the  Records  is  as  follows :  "  26th  Feb- 
ruary, 1628.  Agreed  with  John  Hewson  to  make 
eight  pair  of  welt  neat's  leather  shoes,  closed  on  the 
outside  with  a  seam;  to  be  substantial,  good  over 
leather  of  the  best,  and  two  soles,  the  inner  sole  of 
good  neat's  leather,  and  the  outer  sole  of  tallowed 
backs,  &c."  p.  13.  Now  Colonel  Hewson,  Cromwell's 
right  hand  man  for  any  enterprise  requiring  particular 
audacity,  is  thus  described :  "  Colonel  Hewson,  then 
Sir  John,  now  Lord  Hewson,  sometime  an  honest  shoe- 
maker or  cobler  in  London,  went  out  a  Captain  upon 
the  account  of  the  cause,  was  very  zealous,  fought  on 
stoutly,  and  in  time  became  a  Colonel ;  did  good  ser- 
vice, both  in  England  and  IrelanA  \  was  made  Gover- 
nor of  Dublin,  became  one  of  the  Little  Parliament, 
and  of  all  the  Parliaments  since  ;  a  Knight  also  of  the 
new  stamp.  The  world  being  so  well  amended  with 
him,  and  the  sole  so  well  stitched  to  the  upper  leather, 
having  gotten  so  considerable  an  interest  and  means, 
he  may  well  be  counted  fit  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
House  to  be  a  Lord,  and  to  have  a  negative  voice  in 
the  other  House  over  all  the  gentle  craft  and  corde- 
wainer's  company  in  London,  if  they  please."  ^ 

1  Ilarl.  Misc.  vol.  iii.  p.  4G0. 
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The  Earl  of  Warwick  declared  he  could  not  sit  in 
the  same  assembly  with  him  who  had  been  a  shoe- 
maker.^ "  Yes  in  that  low  figure  did  liewson  start ; 
and  has  had  to  fight  every  inch  of  his  way  up 
hitherward,  doing  manifold  victorious  battle  with  the 
Devil  and  ♦the  World  as  he  went  along  —  proving 
himself  a  right  good  bit  of  stuff,  thinks  the  Lord 
Protector ! "  ^  "  At  first  a  cobler  of  London,  or  at 
least  a  shoe-maker,  one  of  the  murderous  judges  of 
the  King."  3 

We  can  throw  no  additional  light  upon  the  Hew- 
sons,  but  presume  they  were  brothers,  or  near  connec- 
tions. 

Samuel  Aldersey, 
was  appointed  an  Assistant  by  the  Charter,  and  sub- 
sequently chosen  by  the  company.  He  subscribed 
liberally  to  the  loan,  and  also  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Arbella,  and  was  oij£  of  the  ten  undertakers  to  whom 
the  management  of  the  stock  of  the  company  was  com- 
mitted.    He  did  not  leave  England. 

Thomas  Stevens, 
called  in  the  Records  "  an  armorer  in  Butolph  lane." 
He  subscribed  £50  to  the  stock,  and  was  among  the 
signers  of  the  instructions  to  Endicott. 


'  Pictorial  Hist,  of  Eng.  lib.  vii.  ch.  1. 

*  Carhjle's  Cromwell,  vol.  ii.  p.  363. 

3  Tract  in  Hansard's  Historical  Collections. 
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Joseph  Caron,  or  Caxon, 
was  a  subscriber  for  £50,  and  a  signer  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  Endicott. 

Thomas  Webb, 
signed  the  instructions  to  Endicott,  but  is  not  named 
in  the  Records.  Thomas  Webb,  Esq.  was  a  member 
of  the  Long  Parliament  from  Romney,  and  according 
to  a  statement  in  Hansard's  Hist.  Col.  was  expelled  for 
being  a  monopolist  in  the  sealing  of  bone  lace.  An- 
other account  says  the  majority  purged  their  house 
of  certain  members  disaffected  to  their  proceedings, 
among  whom  was  Thomas  Webb.^ 

Increase  Nowell, 
who  signed  the  instructions  to  Endicott,  and  is  named 
in  the  charter,  was  an  Assistant  from  the  beginning 
until  his  death.  He  came  over  ^ith  Winthrop  and 
settled  in  Charlestown,  where  he  was  town  clerk  and 
selectman.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Colony  from 
1644  to  1649,  and  died  poor,  November  1,  1655,  leav- 
ing a  widow  and  five  children.^ 

Hugh  Peters. 
This  celebrated  man  signed  the  instructions  to  Endi- 
cott, and  attended  one  or  two  meetings  of  the  com- 

'  Complete  Hist,  of  Eng.  vol.  iii.  p.  98.        *  Young's  Chron.  of  Mass.  p.  262. 
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pany  in  England,  but  took  no  prominent  part  in  its 
affairs  at  that  time.  He  did  not  come  to  New  England 
till  163.5.  It  is  unnecessary  to  give  his  history.  A 
condensed  account  of  him  may  be  seen  in  Young's 
Chron.  of  Mass.  p.  144. 

John  White,  the  Minister. 
The  meed  of  honor  and  gratitude  due  to  this  excel- 
lent man  has  never  been  fully  awarded  him.  As  he 
did  not  join  the  emigration  which  he  promoted,  he  is 
not  generally  associated  in  our  memories  with  the  dis- 
tinguished men  who  established  the  civil  and  political 
institutions  we  are  proud  to  inherit.  During  the  rev- 
olutionary struggle  that  soon  convulsed  the  mother 
country  he  shared  that  comparative  obscurity  in  which 
unobtrusive  and  well  balanced  minds  are  left  by  the 
prominence  of  bustling  and  reckless  characters.  Yet 
all  the  known  circumstances  of  his  life,  and  every 
action  in  which  he  appears  to  view,  and,  we  may  add, 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  contempo- 
raries, mark  him  as  one  worthy  to  be  remembered  and 
honored.  His  influence  with  the  Puritans,  far  and 
near,  is  said  to  have  been  greater  than  that  of  the  dig- 
nitaries of  the  church,  from  which  he  had  not  then 
separated.  The  descriptive  appellations  attached  to 
his  name  are  calculated  to  produce  impressions  of 
respect  and  reverence.  He  is  called  "patriarch  of 
Dorchester,"  "  father  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,"  "  a 
person  of  great  gravity  and  presence."     He  seems  to 
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have  mingled  with  the  enterprising  movements  of  the 
day  just  enough  to  guide  them  by  his  benevolent  wis- 
dom ;  and  the  quiet  energy  of  his  conduct  exhibits  the 
attributes  of  a  philanthropist  earnest  without  fanati- 
cism, and  seeking  to  exercise  the  invisible  influence  of 
a  good  genius  rather  than  to  display  the  authority  of 
a  leader. 

He  is  first  brought  to  our  notice  as  one  of  the  com- 
pany in  England  who  furnished  money  and  necessaries 
to  the  pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  They  were  partly  com- 
mercial in  their  occupations,  and  not  without  hopes 
of  gain ;  but  described  by  Captain  Smith  as  "  aiming 
to  do  good  and  to  plant  religion."  When  the  pilgrims 
desired  to  obtain  from  their  partners  at  home  a  release 
of  their  interest  in  the  common  property,  INIr.  White 
led  the  way  in  compounding  for  a  moderate  sum  upon 
terms  easy  of  fulfilment.^ 

We  next  behold  him  engaged  in  the  plan  of  provid- 
ing moral  and  religious  instruction  for  the  fishermen 
on  the  coast,  by  means  of  a  station  at  Cape  Ann ;  with 
enlarged  views  of  the  great  results  that  might  follow 
from  the  establishment  of  a  new  colony. 

Then  came  his  great  and  successful  effort  for  a  plan- 
tation at  Salem,  undertaken  at  the  very  moment  when 
losses  and  disappointment  had  overcome  the  resolution 
of  his  associates.  It  was  he  who  encouraged  Conant 
to  remain  at  his  post;  and  it  was  his  influence  that 

'  See  ante,  p.  25,  note. 
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brought  together  at  London  the  Lincolnshire  men,  and 
the  men  of  Dorset  and  Devon,  from  whose  union  sprang 
the  company  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  Leaving  matters 
of  organization  and  government  to  others,  he  sub- 
scribed his  money,  gave  his  advice  when  asked,  and 
employed  his  pen  in  vindication  of  the  motives  of  the 
adventurers  and  the  expediency  of  colonization.  Hence 
"  the  Planter's  Plea."  ' 

Thirteen  years  later  we  meet  with  him  in  history 
laboring  for  a  union  of  the  Scottish  and  English  dis- 
senters of  every  class,  by  means  of  the  famous  "Solemn 
League  and  Covenant."  On  the  25th  of  September, 
1643,  when  both  houses  of  Parliament,  with  the  As- 
sembly of  Divines,  met  in  St.  Margaret's  Church  for 
the  purpose  of  assenting  to  the  Covenant,  Philip  Nye, 
who  had  assisted  in  negotiating  the  treaty,  and  Mr. 
White,  led  the  services.  Mr.  White  prayed  more 
than  an  hour ;  and  the  importance  of  the  occasion 
probably  justified  the  length  of  his  appeal  to  Heaven.^ 

The  last  public  act  of  his  life,  which  we  have  been 
able  to  discover,  was  a  sermon  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  November  26th,  1645,  when  he  was  seventy 
years  of  age.  He  tells  us  in  the  preface,  that  not  only 
were  his  meditations  conceived  upon  the  bed  of  lan- 
guishing and  weakness,  but,  from   the  extremity  of 

'  Dr.  Young  has  done  much  to  bring  this  tract  into  notice.  It  is  not 
quite  correct,  howeyer,  to  suppose  it  to  have  been  unknown  to  our  histo- 
rians. Holmes  refers  to  it  by  name  in  his  Annals.  Although  containing 
much  valuable  information,  but  a  small  portion  of  it  is  historical. 

^  Pictorial  Hist,  of  Eng.  lib.  vii-  p.  299. 
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pain,  he  was  unable  to  present  them  all  in  the  deliv- 
ery. His  subject  was  "  the  Church's  Reformation ; " 
and  he  concludes  a  review  of  the  condition  of  the 
Church  with  an  earnest  appeal  to  Parliament  for  the 
education  of  indigent  scholars  for  the  ministry,  by  an 
appropriation  to  be  taken  out  of  the  lands  of  Bishops 
and  Cathedrals.^  So  consistent  and  characteristic  are 
all  the  incidents  of  his  life  that  have  been  transmitted 
to  our  knowledge.  He  appears  rather  to  have  con- 
cealed himself  behind  his  good  works  than  to  have 
sought  to  be  made  conspicuous  by  means  of  them. 
Still,  we  may  believe  him  to  have  anticipated  that 
posterity  would  ultimately  honor  his  name ;  "  animus 
erigens  se,posteritatem  semper  ita  prospiciehat,  quasi,  quum 
excessisset  e  vita,  tum  deniqiie  vidurus  esset."  Future  his- 
torians may  be  expected  to  do  him  justice. 

John  White  was  born  at  Stanton  St.  John,  in  Ox- 
fordshire, in  1575,  and  was  educated,  first  at  Winches- 
ter, and  then  at  New  College,  Oxford.  In  1605,  he 
became  rector  of  Trinity  Parish,  in  Dorchester.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars  he  joined  the  popu- 
lar party,  and  his  house  and  library  having  been  plun- 
dered by  the  royalists,  he  went  to  London  and  became 
minister  of  the  Savoy  Parish.  In  1643  he  was  chosen 
to  the  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westminster,  where 
his  learning  and  moderation  caused  his  judgment  to  be 
much  relied  on.  Soon  after  he  was  appointed  rector 
of  Lambeth,  in   Surrey,  but  returned   to  Dorchester 

'  A  copy  of  this  sermon  is  in  the  library  of  the  Antiquarian  Society. 
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when  the  wars  were  over.  He  declined  the  office  of 
warden  of  one  of  the  Colleges  at  Oxford,  in  1647,  on 
account  of  his  age.  He  died  suddenly,  July  24th, 
1648,  in  his  74th  year. 

If  our  plan  permitted  a  more  extended  notice  we 
should  be  glad  to  dwell  upon  some  of  the  private  traits 
of  Mr.  White,  and  especially  upon  the  remarkable 
strength  of  his  personal  influence.  To  the  illustrations 
of  this  power  already  exhibited  we  must  content  our- 
selves with  adding  two  brief  testimonials  of  his  gifts 
and  merits  as  a  parish  minister.  Fuller  tells  us,  that 
Mr.  White  "  absolutely  commanded  his  own  passions, 
and  the  purses  of  his  parishioners,  whom  he  could 
wind  up  to  what  height  he  pleased  on  important  occa- 
sions. A  good  governor,  by  whose  wisdom  the  town 
of  Dorchester  was  much  enriched ;  knowledge  causing 
piety,  piety  industry,  and  industry  procuring  plenty 
unto  it.  A  beggar  was  not  then  to  be  seen  in  the 
town,  &c."^  Anthony  Wood  says,  "A  neighbor  of  his 
styled  him  *  Pastor  et  minister  fidelissimiis,  in  quo  prcBter 
dodrinam  insignem,  ingeniique  vim  acrem,  minim  judi- 
cium, deinde  et  sedulitas,  pietas,  atqiie  fides  incrediUlis, 
invicem  certahant!  "  ~ 

Abraham  Palmer 
was  a  merchant,  and  subscribed  £50  to  the  stock  of  the 
company.     As  he  signed  the  instructions  to  Endicott 

'  Fuller's  Hist,  of  the  Worthies  of  England. 
Wood's  Athence  Oxienses.     See  also,  notice  in  Young's  Chron.  of  Mass. 
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he  must  have  been  one  of  the  earliest  members.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  accompanied  Higginson  to  New 
England  in  1629.  He  settled  in  Charlestown,  where 
he  was  a  prominent  citizen  for  many  years,  often  serv- 
ing as  selectman  and  representative.  In  the  Pequot 
war  he  went  out  as  a  sergeant,  and  did  good  service  at 
the  great  swamp  fight.  He  died  at  Barbadoes  about 
1653.^ 

Sir  Richard  Saltonstall, 
an  early  member  of  the  company,  and  one  of  the  Assist- 
ants, was  the  son  of  Samuel  Saltonstall  of  Halifax,  in 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  His  uncle,  Sir  Rich- 
ard, was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1597.  He  came  to 
Massachusetts  in  1630,  and  was  one  of  the  principal 
founders  of  Watertown.  He  returned  to  England  the 
following  year,  leaving  behind  him  his  two  eldest  sons. 
He  was  a  large  proprietor  of  the  stock  of  the  company, 
and  continued  to  take  an  active  interest  in  its  welfare. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  patentees  of  Connecticut,  of 
which  Colony  his  great-grandson  became  governor. 
The  name  has  been  sustained  in  high  respectability 
by  his  descendants  to  the  present  day ;  among  whom 
was  the  late,JLeverett  Saltonstall,  a  distinguished  citi- 
zen of  Salem. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  in  England 
Sir  Richard  took  part  with  the  Parliament.  In  1648 
he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  high  court  of  jus- 

'  Frothingtiam's  Charlestown,  p.  32. 
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tice  instituted  for  the  trial  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
the  Earl  of  Holland,  the  Earl  of  Norwich,  Lord  Capel, 
and  Sir  John  Owen.  He  died  about  the  year  1658, 
and  left  a  legacy  to  Harvard  College.^ 

Isaac  Johnson. 

This  gentleman,  whose  wife  was  the  celebrated  Lady 
Arbella,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  was  the  wealth- 
iest member  of  the  company  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try. He  was  the  son  of  Abraham  Johnson  of  Clip- 
sham,  in  the  County  of  Rutland.  Hutchinson  says 
his  grandfather  was  Robert  Johnson.  We  may  pre- 
sume this  person  to  have  been  the  Rev.  Robert  John- 
son, Archdeacon  of  Leicester,  who  was  a  distinguished 
public  benefactor  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
became  the  proprietor  of  Clipsham  through  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Harrington  family.  He  founded  the 
Oakham  free  school.^  Isaac's  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Chadderton.^ 

Mr.  Johnson's  estates  lay  in  three  counties,  Rutland, 
Northampton,  and  Lincoln.  He  had  an  interest  of 
£600  in  the  New  England  adventure.     He  came  over 


'  Young's  Cliron.  of  Mass.     Francis's  Hist,  of  Watertown. 

2  Entlandsliire  in  "  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales." 

3  Dr.  Lawrence  Chadderton  was  master  of  Emanuel- College,  Cambridge, 
and  one  of  the  translators  of  the  Bible  appointed  by  King  James.  He 
was  born  in  1546,  of  popish  parents,  who  disinherited  him  for  changing  his 
religion.  He  sustained  a  great  reputation  for  learning  and  piety,  and 
retained  his  faculties  to  the  one  hundred  and  third  year  of  his  age,  having 
advanced  to  that  extraordinary  period  at  the  time  of  his  death. — Neal's 
Puritans,  ii-  366. 
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with  Winthrop ;  and  the  death  of  his  wife  soon  after 
their  arrival,  followed  by  his  own  a  month  later,  is 
among  the  oft  repeated  incidents  of  our  early  history. 

The  burial  ground  adjoining  King's  Chapel,  in  Bos- 
ton, may  be  considered  as  a  monument  to  his  memory. 
It  was  a  part  of  his  private  lot;  and  having  been 
deposited  there  at  his  own  request,  the  people,  whose 
idol  he  is  said  to  have  been,  out  of  affection  desired 
to  be  buried  around  him.  It  is  even  stated  that  he 
was  the  cause  of  the  settlement  of  Boston,  having 
chosen  it  for  his  own  residence.^  He  had  no  children. 
He  left  many  legacies  to  friends,  and  to  pious  and 
charitable  uses.  The  advowson  of  the  parish  church 
at  Clipsham  was  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr. 
Cotton.  Some  part  of  his  substance  was  left  to  the 
colony,  and  he  directed  his  executors  to  carry  on  his 
share  of  the  company's  concerns.  The  famous  John 
Hampden,  and  his  friends  Winthrop  and  Dudley, 
were  the  Executors  named  in  his  will.  His  lands 
were  given  to  his  father  and  brothers.  Forty  years 
subsequently,  Ezekiel  Johnson,  of  Clipsham,  was  one  of 
the  prominent  gentry  of  Rutlandshire.^ 

Richard  Bellingham 
is  named  in  the  charter,  and  is  said  by  Edward  John- 
son to  have  aided  in  its  procurement.     He  does  not 


1  Prince,  on  the  authority  of  Judge  Sewall. 

*  Hutchinson.    Young's  Chron.  of  Mass.    Descript.  of  Eng.  and  Wales, 
1673. 
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appear  to  have  attended  the  meetings  of  the  company, 
and  did  not  come  to  New  England  till  1634.  He  was 
a  native  of  Boston  in  Lincolnshire,  and  was  bred  a 
lawyer.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  was  chosen  Deputy 
Governor,  and  in  1641  was  elected  Governor  in  oppo- 
sition to  Winthrop.  He  was  re-chosen  in  1654,  and 
again  in  1665,  and  held  the  office  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  died  December  7th,  1672,  the  last 
survivor  of  the  patentees  named  in  the  charter.  He 
was  a  learned  man,  of  incorruptible  integrity,  great 
firmness,  and  acknowledged  piety. 

Although  not  always  harmonizing  with  the  other 
magistrates,  his  character  and  motives  were  generally 
respected.  His  second  marriage,  in  1641,  caused 
some  scandal,  as  he  persuaded  a  lady  to  become  his 
wife  who  was  about  to  be  contracted  to  another  per- 
son, and  performed  the  ceremony  himself.  Having 
been  presented  for  breach  of  order,  he  refused  to  leave 
the  bench  to  answer  as  an  offender,  and  escaped  with- 
out censure.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Ann  Hibbins,  whose  hus- 
band had  been  a  merchant  of  note,  and  one  of  the 
Assistants,  was  executed  as  a  witch  in  1656.^ 

Nathaniel  Wright 
is  styled  "  merchant "  in  the  Records.     He  was  an 
Assistant  appointed   by  the  charter,  and  afterwards 
elected  by  the  company,  of  which  he  was  an  active 
member.     He  owned  an  eighth  part  of  the  ship  Ar- 

*  Jolmson's  "  Wonder-working  Providence."    Allen's  Biog.  Diet. 
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bella,  and  was  one  of  the  undertakers  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  general  stock  of  the  company.  He  served 
on  the  most  important  committees,  and  constantly 
attended  the  meetings  in  England,  but  did  not  come 
over,  and  in  the  discussion  respecting  the  transfer  of 
the  charter  and  government  took  the  negative  side. 
When  the  period  of  embarkation  arrived.  Sir  Brian 
Janson  was  chosen  Assistant  in  his  place.  He  must 
not  be  confounded  with  Nathaniel  Wright  the  physi- 
cian, to  whom  Edward  Hopkins,  the  liberal  patron  of 
education  in  New  England,  bequeathed  a  piece  of 
plate  in  token  of  his  respect.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Wright 
was  a  man  of  eminence  in  his  profession,  and  was 
physician  to  Oliver  Cromwell  in  1650-51. 

Samuel  Vassall. 
A  marble  monument  in  honor  of  Samuel  Vassall  was 
sent  over  in  1766,  by  his  great  grandson,  to  be  set  up 
in  King's  Chapel,  Boston ;  yet  he  never  came  to  this 
country,  and  the  date  of  his  death  is  not  ascertained. 
The  inscription  upon  the  monument  contains  many 
facts  relating  to  his  history  which  are  probably  correct. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  Vassall,  an  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, who,  in  1588,  fitted  out,  at  his  own  expense,  and 
commanded,  two  ships  of  war  against  the  Spanish 
Armada.  He  was  himself  an  alderman  of  the  city,  an 
eminent  merchant,  and  a  member  of  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment. He  was  one  of  the  first  who  refused  to  submit 
to  the  payment  of  tonnage  and  poundage :  for  which 
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his  goods  were  seized  and  liis  person  imprisoned  by  the 
Star  Chamber  Court,  In  1641,  Parliament  A'oted  him 
a  large  compensation  for  the  damages  he  had  thus  sus- 
tained, and  resolved  that  he  should  be  further  consid- 
ered for  his  imprisonment  and  personal  sufferings.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  signed  the  protestation  to  sup- 
port the  liberty  of  Parliament,  and  subscribed  £1200 
to  put  down  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  his  name  being 
at  the  head  of  the  list.  In  1646,  he  was  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  kingdom  of  England  for  the 
conservation  of  the  peace  with  Scotland.  He  was  also, 
in  the  same  year,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  Parliament  for  the  plantations  in  America,  and  in 
that  capacity  signed  the  very  peremptory  order  to  the 
government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  requiring  them  to 
permit  Samuel  Gorton,  &c.  to  return  to  his  lands  at 
Narraganset,  and  to  inhabit  and  abide  there  without 
interruption.  Hansard  mentions  that  he  was  seized  by 
the  army  December  6th,  1648,  after  having  voted  that 
the  king's  answers  to  the  propositions  of  both  houses 
were  a  ground  of  peace.  Some  of  his  descendants 
settled  in  Jamaica,  and  a  grand-daughter  of  Florentius 
VassaU  who  erected  the  monument  above  mentioned, 
married  the  late  Lord  Holland.-^ 

Theophilus  Eaton 
was  a  wealthy  merchant  of  London,  and  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Company  of  merchant  adventurers  that 

*  Young's  Chron.  of  Mass.     Savage's  Winthrop.     Hansard's  Pari.  Hist. 

Jc 
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carried  on  the  Baltic  trade.  He  also  served  several 
years  as  representative  of  Charles  I.  at  the  court  of 
Denmark.  His  father  was  a  minister  of  Stony  Strat- 
ford in  Oxfordshire,  where  the  son  was  horn  about  the 
year  1590.  He  arrived  in  Boston,  June  26,  IGoT, 
with  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  Davenport,  and  the 
next  spring  removed  to  New  Haven.  He  was  chosen 
Governor  of  that  infant  colony,  and  held  the  office  till 
his  death,  January  7th,  1658.  Hubbard  says  of  him, 
"  This  man  had  in  him  great  gifts,  and  as  many  excel- 
lencies as  are  usually  found  in  any  one  man :  he  had  a 
princely  face  and  port,  commanding  respect  from  all  oth- 
ers :  he  was  a  good  scholar,  a  traveller,  a  great  reader, 
of  an  exceeding  steady  and  even  spirit,  of  a  pro- 
found judgment,  full  of  majesty  and  authority  in  his 
judicatures,  yet  in  his  ordinary  conversation  of  such 
pleasantness  of  behavior,  and  such  felicity  and  fecun- 
dity of  harmless  wit,  as  hardly  can  be  paralleled."  ^ 

Thomas  Goffe, 
a  merchant  of  London,  who  had  been  one  of  the  adven- 
turers connected  with  the  settlement  at  New  Ply- 
mouth, was  appointed  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Company  by  the  charter ;  an  office  he  proba- 
bly held  before  the  act  of  incorporation.  He  never 
came  to  New  England,  but  was  owner  of  some  of  the 
vessels  provided  for  Winthrop  and  his  associates.     In 

*  Eiibbar^s  Hist.  N.  E.      Mather's  Magnolia.     TrumhiUTs  Conn.     Young's 
Chron.  of  Mass. 
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the  settlement  of  accounts  hard  feelings  arose  between 
them ;  and  Winthrop  not  only  charged  him  with  fail- 
ing to  fulfil  his  undertaking,  but  threatened  a  suit. 
He  wrote  to  Winthrop  the  same  year  that  his  shipping 
had  utterly  undone  him.^ 

Thomas  Adams 
was  one  of  the  twenty-six  grantees  named  in  the  char- 
ter, and  was  appointed  an  Assistant  by  that  instru- 
ment. While  the  meetings  of  the  company  were  held 
in  London  he  was  an  active  and  efficient  member,  but 
never  came  to  the  colony.  He  contributed  to  the  loan, 
and  subscribed  an  eighth  part  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Arbella.  In  discussing  the  question  of  the  transfer  of 
the  charter  he  was  one  of  the  four  appointed  to  take 
the  negative  side,  and  was  also  one  of  the  commit- 
tee to  draw  up  articles  of  agreement  between  those 
who  were  to  go  over,  and  those  who  intended  to 
remain  behind.  During  the  civil  war  he  was  an 
Alderman  of  London,  and  a  Commonwealth's  man, 
but  was  opposed  to  some  of  the  measures  of  Par- 
liament, and  to  the  arbitrary  acts  of  Cromwell.  In 
1647,  with  the  Mayor  and  two  other  Aldermen  of  the 
city,  he  was  sent  to  the  tower  on  a  charge  of  treason 
for  countenancing  and  abetting  a  tumult  of  the  popu- 
lace against  the  Parliament,  and  was  subjected  to  a 
fine  of  £500.  In  1656,  he  was  among  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  excluded  by  Cromwell  for 

*  Savage's  Winth.  i.  8,  374,  375. 
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refusing  to  sign  an  engagement  to  make  no  alteration 
in  the  government.^ 

John  Browne. 

Samuel  Browne. 
These  persons  were  brothers,  and  are  generally  men- 
tioned together  in  the  Records.  They  were  among 
the  patentees  under  the  charter,  and  John,  the  elder, 
was  an  Assistant.  They  were  not  adventurers  in  the 
joint  stock,  but  came  to  New  England  with  Higgin- 
son  at  their  own  charge,  and  were  to  have  lands  as- 
signed them  as  if  they  had  subscribed  to  the  amount 
of  £50  each.  They  are  described  as  men  of  ability, 
and  of  standing  and  property.  John  is  spoken  of  in 
the  Records  as  experienced  in  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  both  were  appointed  members  of  the  Colo- 
nial Council. 

Their  controversy  with  Endicott  and  the  other  ma- 
gistrates, and  their  forcible  ejection  from  the  colony, 
have  given  them  considerable  prominence  in  our  early 
history.  For  an  account  of  this  difficulty  we  refer  the 
reader  to  pages  52,  53,  and  54  of  the  Company's 
Records. 

It  appears,  by  the  Records,  that  they  were  from 
Roxwell,  in  Essex ; .  and,  in  Governor  Bradford's  state- 
ment of  their  case,  they  are  said  to  have  been  the  one 
a  lawyer,  the  other  a  merchant.  We  have  no  account 
of  their  motives  for  abandoning  these  pursuits  to  be- 

'  Records,     fnitc-locke,  p.  252.     Oldmixon,  i.  pp.  328,  415. 
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come  planters  in  Massachusetts.  They  may  have 
been  inclined  to  republican  principles,  but  certainly 
did  not  at  that  time  accord  with  the  religious  opinions 
of  the  Puritans.  The  latter,  in  the  Massachusetts 
Colony,  denied  that  they  were  Separatists;  but  the 
Brownes  were  not  prepared  even  for  nonconformity. 
It  has  been  supposed  that  one  or  both  of  them  re- 
turned to  New  England  at  a  subsequent  period.  It 
is  highly  improbable,  however,  that  they  would  revisit 
a  region  from  which  they  were  so  summarily  expelled, 
and  the  supposition  has  since  been  corrected.^ 

If  they  were  living,  at  home,  in  the  time  of  the 
Commonwealth,  they  were  the  kind  of  men  whom  we 
should  sooner  expect  to  find  engaged  in  public  affairs, 
and  rising  with  the  tide  of  civil  commotion,  than  many 
of  the  original  company  who  participated  in  those 
exciting  events.  A  John  Browne,  and  a  Samuel 
Browne,  are  indeed  mentioned  as  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  prominent  actors  in  the  transactions  of  that 
period.  As  we  can  neither  assert  that  they  were,  nor 
that  they  were  not  the  same  men,  we  will  state  such 
facts  respecting  them  as  may  serve  to  guide  the  re- 
searches of  future  inquirers. 

John  Browne  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Dorsetshire  in  1640.  In  1643  he  was  one 
of  the  Commissioners  for  the  general  contribution  tax 
raised  by  Parliament.  In  1645,  and  subsequently,  he 
was  one  of  the  Clerks  of  Parliament.     An  order  was 

'  FeWs  Annals  of  Sahm,  2cl  ed.  vol.  i.  p.  150. 
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passed  allowing  him  £3000  as  a  compensation  for 
losses.  In  a  list  of  members  of  the  Long  Parliament 
who  held  places  contrary  to  the  self-denjdng  ordi- 
nance, he  is  called  "a  petty  committee-man,  who 
seized  £1000  of  the  stock  and  goods  of  farmer 
Wades,"  and  is  said  to  have  married  Sir  Richard 
Trenchard's  sister.  He  is  named  also  as  one  of  the 
judges  at  the  trial  of  the  King.^ 

Samuel  Browne  was  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
subscribed  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  in  1643. 

The  same  year,  in  "  the  humble  desires  and  propo- 
sitions of  the  Parliament  to  the  King  "  it  is  desired 
among  other  things,  that  Mr.  Samuel  Browne,  and  Mr. 
John  Puleston,  may  be  made  Barons  of  the  Exchequer. 
At  the  trial  of  Archbishop  Laud,  he  managed  the  evi- 
dence on  behalf  of  the  Commons.  In  1648,  he  was 
made  a  justice  of  the  King's  Bench.  He  was  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  King  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  11.  he  was  knighted 
and  made  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas.^ 


'  Hansard's  Pari.  Hist.  Oldmixon,  i.  224.  Orders  of  Pari.  Walk'Cr's 
Hist,  of  Independency,  p.  58. 

2  Oldmixon,  i.  239.  Clarendon,  vol.  3,  p.  1216.  Plot.  Hist,  of  Eng.  lib. 
vii.  314.     Whitelocke.     Neal's  Puritajis,  vol.  3.  p.  247. 

Of  the  two  brothers  named  in  our  Records,  John  has  been  supposed  to 
be  the  lawyer,  because  he  is  called  "  a  man  experienced  in  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom."  But  Gov.  Bradford's  form  of  expression  would  seem  to  imply- 
that  Samuel  was  the  lawyer.  He  says,  "Mr.  Samuel  Browne  and  his 
brother,  the  one  being  a  lawyer,  the  other  a  merchant."  Record^s,  p.  62. 
At  any  rate  he  might  enter  upon  the  study  after  his  return  to  England,  and 
be  in  practice  a  dozen  years  later. 
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Thomas  Hutchins. 
We  know  nothing  of  this  member  of  the  company, 
excepting  that  he  was  an  Assistant  appointed  by  the 
charter,  and  manifested  his  interest  in  its  affairs  by 
attending  the  meetings,  subscribing  money  for  its 
objects,  and  serving  on  some  of  its  important  com- 
mittees.    He  did  not  come  to  this  country. 

William  Vassall 
was  a  brother  of  Samuel,  already  noticed,  and  like  him 
a  patentee  and  Assistant  named  in  the  charter.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  in  the  fleet  with  Winthrop,  but 
returned  to  England  the  same  year  with  his  family. 
In  1G35,  he  came  over  again,  and  settled  in  Scituate, 
within  the  colony  of  Plymouth.  He  had  an  extensive 
plantation  on  which  he  resided  until  about  1650,  when 
he  went  to  Barbadoes,  where  he  had  acquired  great 
estates,  and  died  there  in  1655.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  activity  and  intelligence  ;  and  is  called  by  Win- 
throp "  a  busy  and  factious  spirit,"  because  he  favored 
a  petition  to  Parliament  that  the  distinctions  that  were 
entertained  here,  both  in  civil  and  church  estate  might 
be  taken  away,  and  the  colony  wholly  governed  by 
the  laws  of  England.  The  influential  families  of  the 
same  name  afterwards  at  Cambridge  and  Quincy  were 
his  descendants.^ 


'  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  2d  ser.  voL  4,  p.  244.    Savage's  Winthrop,  ii.  261.    Deane's 
Scituate,  366.     Young's  Chron,  of  Mass.  316. 
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William  Pynchon, 
an  early  member  of  the  company,  and  an  Assistant 
appointed  by  the  charter.  He  came  over  with  Win- 
throp,  and  settled  in  Roxbury ;  but  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Connecticut  River  and  founded  the  town  of 
Springfield.  The  place  was  named  after  his  English 
home  in  the  county  of  Essex.  He  resided  there  until 
1652,  and  was  a  prominent  person  in  the  colony.  Be- 
ing a  man  of  some  theological  learning,  he  published 
in  1650,  a  book  which  was  deemed  to  contain  hereti- 
cal sentiments  of  a  dangerous  nature ;  and  the  matter 
was  taken  up  by  the  General  Court.  It  was  decreed, 
j&rstly,  that  a  protest  should  be  drawn  against  it; 
secondly,  that  it  should  be  "  sufficiently  answered ; " 
thirdly,  that  the  author  should  be  summoned  before 
the  Court ;  and  fourthly,  that  the  book  should  be 
burned  by  the  executioner,  in  the  market  place. 
Finding  himself  involved  with  the  authorities,  Mr. 
Pynchon  returned  to  England.  He  died  at  Wrays- 
bury,  in  Buckinghamshire,  in  1662.  His  son  John 
was  a  prominent  citizen  in  Massachusetts,  and  left 
many  descendants.^ 

1  The  foUoTV'ing  receipt  given  to  Mr.  Pjiiclion  for  his  subscription  to  the 
stock  of  the  Company,  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  interest 
acquired  by  the  subscribing  members. 

"Received,  the  29th  of  August,  1629,  of  Mr.  William  Pincheon,  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  pounds,  for  his  adventure  towards  London's  plantation  in 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  in  America  ;  for  which  sum  a  divif;- 
ion  of  lands  and  an  adventure  of  stock  is  to  be  allotted  to  him,  as,  to  every 
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George  Foxcroft 
was  an  Assistant,  appointed  by  the  charter,  and  is  the 
last  in  this  list  of  the  persons  named  in  that  instru- 
ment. He  did  not  leave  England,  but  generally 
attended  the  meetings  there,  and  subscribed  £50 
to  the  stock  of  the  company.  Whether  the  Fox- 
crofts  afterwards  at  Cambridge,  in  this  State,  were 
descended  from  him,  we  are  unable  to  say ;  but  ven- 
ture to  presume  that  some  connection  existed  between 
them. 

John  Glover 
is  called  by  Edward  Johnson  "  a  man  strong  for  the 
truth ;  a  plain,  sincere,  godly  man,  and  of  good  abili- 
ties." He  settled  in  Dorchester,  and  was  there  one 
of  the  chief  men  —  being  commander  of  the  military 
company,  for  many  years  a  Deputy  to  the  General 
Court,  and  afterwards  an  Assistant.  He  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1654.^ 

Francis  Webb 
was  an  adventurer  as  early  as  May,  1628,  having  sub- 
scribed £50  to  the  stock.     From  a  passage  on  the 
thirty-first  page  of  the  Records  it  would  seem  that  he 

the  adventxirers,  proportionable  to  each,  man  his  under-writing,  shall  be  con- 
cluded and  agreed  upon.    I  say  received  the  siim  of  £25. 

per  me,  George  Hakwood,  the'r. 

Mass.  Hist.  Col.  2d  se.  vol.  8,  p.  228. 

'  Johnson's  Hist,  of  N,  E.  109.     Savage's  Winth,  i.  46.     Young's  Chron,  383. 
I 
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thought  of  setting  up  a  mill ;  and  in  the  second  letter 
of  instructions  to  Endicott,  May  28th,  1629,  he  is  re- 
commended, at  the  request  of  Mr.  White,  the  minister, 
for  "  approbation  and  furtherance  "  in  setting  up  his 
saw-mill;  yet  we  do  not  find  his  name  among  the 
freemen  of  the  colony.  He  may  have  died  before  car- 
rying his  plans  into  operation. 

Richard  Tuffneale, 

Joseph  Offield, 

Richard  Davis, 

William  Darbie, 

Daniel  Hodsen, 

Daniel  Ballard, 

Andrew  Arnold, 

Richard  Bushord, 

Richard  Young, 

George  Waye, 

Job  Bradshaw, 

Joseph  Bradshaw, 

Henry  Durley.^ 
These  persons  had  each  subscribed  £50  to  the  stock 
of  the  company  as  early  as  May,  1628,  as  appears  by 
the  memorandum  inserted  in  the  appendix  to  Felt's 

'  If  we  may  suppose  this  name  to  be  Darley,  instead  of  Durley,  it  is  not 
unlikely  to  be  the  same  person  referred  to  in  Skepard's  Autobiography  as 
a  son  of  Sir  Richard  Darley,  of  Buttercrambe,  in  Yorkshire,  who  with  his 
brother  Mr.  Richard  Darley  offered  to  Shepard  £20  a  year,  for  their  part, 
towards  his  support,  after  he  had  been  forbidden  to  preach  by  Archbishop 
Laud.  See  Autobiog.  of  Rev,  Thomas  Shepard,  p.  36,  (Adams's  ed.)  and 
Young's  Chron.  p.  523. 
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Salem,  i.  509.  TufFneale,  Hodsen,  Arnold,  Bushord, 
Young,  Waye,  and  Durley,  are  not  mentioned  in  the 
Records. 

Charles  Whichcote. 
Of  this  person  we  only  know  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  company  as  early  as  May,  1628,  and  a  subscri- 
ber for  £50  to  the  stock.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
he  was  a  relative  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Whichcote,  Provost 
of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  who  married  the  widow 
of  Matthew  Cradock,  and  who  was  born  at  Whichcote 
Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Stoke,  in  1609,  and  died  in 
1683.  There  was  a  Col.  Whichcote  in  Cromwell's 
army,  who  was  Governor  of  Windsor  Castle  in  1649, 
and  refused  to  have  the  Common  Prayer  Book  used 
at  the  burial  of  Charles  I.  He  said  "the  Common 
Prayer  Book  was  put  down,  and  he  would  not  suffer 
it  to  be  used  where  he  commanded."  ^ 

William  Crowther, 
a  subscriber  to  the  stock  in  May,  1628.  Hew  as  pre- 
sent at  the  first  general  election  of  the  officers  of  the 
company  on  the  13th  of  May,  the  day  appointed  by 
the  charter,  but  is  not  mentioned  afterwards.  William 
Crowther,  Esq.,  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Weebly  Burrough,  in  1640.^ 


'   Watt's  Bibliotheca  Britannica,     Clarendon,  p.  2406. 
^  HansarcPs  Pari.  Hist. 
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Nathaniel  Manstreye, 

A.  C. 

Abrie, 

John  Smith. 
We  have  no  information  respecting  the  above  names 
and  initials,  beyond  the  fact  that  in  the  memorandum 
of  May  1628  they  are  credited  with  payments  made 
by  them  as  adventurers  in  the  company's  stock.  John 
Smith  may  be  "  Mr.  Smith  the  Accomptant,"  men- 
tioned on  page  65  of  the  Records. 

Sabitjel  Sharpe 
was  an  Assistant  in  England,  and  one  of  Endicott's 
Council  at  Salem.  He  came  over  at  the  same  time 
with  Higginson,  and  had  the  charge  of  the  ordnance, 
and  artillery  business  generally,  in  the  colony.  He 
was  also  Cradock's  private  agent.  The  silver  seal  of 
the  company,  and  a  copy  of  the  charter,  were  sent  in 
his  care.  In  case  Endicott  was  not  alive  on  the  arri- 
val of  the  ships  Mr.  Skelton  and  Mr.  Sharpe  were 
empowered  to  assume  the  government.  He  had  been 
one  of  the  associates  concerned  in  the  colony  at  Ply- 
mouth. He  remained  at  Salem,  where  he  was  a  ruling 
elder  of  the  Church,  and  died  in  1658.^ 

Christopher  Cotjlson 
was  chosen  Assistant  at  the  first  election,  May  13th, 

'  Records.     Company's  Letters  to  Endicott,  3  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  48.    Farmer's 
Gen.  Register, 
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1629,  and  was  generally  present  at  the  meetings  in 
England,  but  did  not  emigrate. 

John  Washborne, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Company,  by  whom  the  Records 
were  kept  previous  to  May  13,  1629,  when  he  was 
superseded  by  William  Burgess.  He  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  in  any  'w&j  connected  with  subsequent 
transactions. 

Sir  William  Brereton. 
The  Breretons,  of  Brereton,  in  the  County  of  Ches- 
ter, are  called  by  Camden,  "  a  famous,  ancient,  and 
knightly  family."  A  military  spirit  was  hereditary  in 
the  race,  and  they  were  sometimes  in  high  favor  at 
Court.  They  have  been  much  connected  in  history 
with  the  ancient  city  of  Chester.  In  1409,  the  Mayor 
of  Chester  was  deprived  of  his  office,  and  a  Sir  Wil- 
liam Brereton  was  appointed  military  Governor  by  the 
arbitrary  power  of  the  King.  In  1536,  a  Sir  William 
Brereton,  Chamberlain  of  Chester,  was  executed  on 
suspicion  of  being  a  paramour  of  Ann  Boleyn.  Ano- 
ther Sir  William,  probably  grandfather  of  the  pre- 
sent subject  of  notice,  erected  a  stately  mansion  near 
lake  Bagmere ;  and,  according  to  tradition,  so  strong 
a  sympathetic  connection  existed  between  the  lake 
and  the  family,  that  warning  was  always  given  of  the 
approaching  death  of  an  heir  of  the  Breretons  by  the 
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sudden  appearance  of  logs  of  wood  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  which  seemingly  rose  from  the  bottom. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Sir  William  Brereton 
intended  to  settle  in  this  country.  He  had  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  of  John  Gorges ;  and  his  claims,  con- 
flicting with  the  rights  of  the  company,  have  been 
already  alluded  to.  The  want  of  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement may  have  prevented  his  emigration.  When 
the  civil  war  broke  out  he  found  employment  suited  to 
his  taste,  and,  as  Major  General  of  Cheshire,  he  be- 
came one  of  the  most  distinguished  commanders  on  the 
side  of  Parliament.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons ;  and  sat  as  one  of  the  Judges  at 
the  trial  of  the  King.^ 

Capt.  Henry  Waller 
was  an  active,  and  apparently  influential  member.     He 
is  always  called  Captain  Waller  in  the  Records,  with- 
out any  mention  of  his  christian  name. 

We  had  almost  despaired  of  being  able  to  trace  his 
history,  although  from  his  name  and  profession  we 
might  expect  to  find  him  among  the  combatants  in  the 
civil  war ;  but,  quite  accidentally,  we  found  among  some 
ancient  tracts  a  sermon  preached  at  his  funeral  by  Rev. 
George  Hughes  of  London.  He  was  buried,  October 
31,  1631 ;  and  his  early  death  sufficiently  accounts 
for  the  absence  of  any  memorials  respecting  him  in 

•  Camden's  Brit.  i.  676.  Hume's  Hist,  of  Eng.  Descript.  of  Chester,  1847. 
Hutch,  i.  23.    Vicars's  England's  Worthies,  pp.  71-6.    Walker's  Lidepen.  2,  123. 
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the  works  or  documents  of  the  period.  He  is  styled 
"  the  worshipful  Captain  Henry  Waller,  the  worthy 
commander  of  the  renowned  martial  band  of  the  honora- 
ble city  of  London,  exercising  arms  in  the  Artillery." 
The  preacher  purposely  omits  to  notice  his  descent  — 
which  he  says  was  honorable  —  thereby  improving,  as 
he  thinks,  upon  the  common  custom  of  such  occasions. 
We  learn  from  the  discourse  that  Captain  Waller  was 
much  esteemed  both  in  public  and  private  relations ; 
that  he  was  one  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city ; 
and  that  he  was  about  to  be  proposed  as  its  represent- 
ative in  Parliament. 

John  Davenport. 
This  distinguished  clergyman  was  the  son  of  the 
Mayor  of  Coventry,  and  was  born  in  1597.  He  was 
educated  at  Oxford,  and  became  a  noted  preacher 
among  the  Puritans,  and  minister  of  St.  Stephen's 
Church  in  London.  He  was  a  general  scholar,  and  an 
impressive  orator.  With  Greorge  Harwood,  and  John 
White,  the  lawyer,  he  was  a  feoffee  appointed  to  buy  in 
lay  impropriations  and  provide  preaching  for  destitute 
places.  Being  persecuted  for  non-conformity,  he  fled 
to  Holland,  in  1633,  where  he  sometimes  preached, 
and  sometimes  gave  private  instructions.  When  the 
times  grew  favorable  for  the  Puritans,  he  returned  to 
England.  At  the  solicitation  of  John  Cotton  he  came 
to  this  country,  in  1637,  accompanied  by  Theophilus 
Eaton,  and  Edward  Hopkins  j  and  with  them  laid  the 
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foundation  of  the  colony  of  New  Haven,  in  1638. 
When  nearly  seventy  years  old  he  removed  to  Boston, 
to  succeed  Mr.  Wilson  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church, 
and  died  there  in  1670.^ 

Francis  Higginson. 

Higginson  may  be  regarded  as  virtually  a  member 
of  the  company  in  England,  although  probably  not  a 
stockholder.  It  was  customary  to  estimate  the  per- 
sonal services  of  those  who  intended  to  emigrate  as 
equivalent  to  a  subscription ;  and  ministers  especially, 
by  virtue  of  the  office,  would,  under  such  circumstances, 
be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  membership. 

It  was  announced,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1629,  that  one  Mr.  Higginson  of  Leicester,  an 
able  minister,  proffered  to  go  to  the  plantation ;  and 
Mr.  John  Humphrey  was  requested  to  ride  immediately 
to  Leicester,  and  engage  him,  if  practicable,  for  the 
"  present  voyage."  An  expedition  was  then  nearly 
ready  for  its  departure,  with  colonists  bound  to  Salem. 
Higginson  sailed  on  the  25th  of  April,  and  with  him 
two  other  ministers,  Francis  Bright,  and  Samuel  Skel- 
ton.  Having  kept  a  journal  of  the  voyage,  and  writ- 
ten an  account  of  the  plantation  as  he  found  it  on 
his  arrival,  which  were  published,  he  has  been 
deemed  the  leader  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  expedi- 
tion is  usually  referred  to  as  that  of  HigginsoTis  Com- 

'  Allen's  Biog,  Diet. 
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He  received  his  education  at  Emanuel  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  became  the  minister  of  a  parish  in  Leices- 
ter ;  but  having  become  a  non-conformist  was  ejected 
from  his  pulpit.  It  was  under  these  circumstances 
that  he  proposed  to  come  to  New  England.  He  was 
so  popular  at  Leicester  that  after  his  ejection  he  had 
been  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
inhabitants ;  and  the  other  ministers,  though  conform- 
ists, allowed  him  the  use  of  their  churches  as  long  as 
they  dared.  But  having  been  informed  against,  he 
was  about  to  be  summoned  to  London  before  the  High 
Commission,  when  he  resolved  to  leave  the  country. 
It  is  related  that  the  messengers  of  the  Company  were 
mistaken  for  pursuivants  come  to  drag  him  away,  and 
that  encouraging  the  deceit  they  addressed  him  in  a 
rough  manner,  while  surrounded  by  his  weeping  family, 
and  presented  the  letters  of  the  company  as  if  they 
had  been  warrants  for  his  arrest.  He  arrived  in 
Salem,  June  29th,  1629,  and  died  in  August  of  the 
following  year,  aged  forty-two,  leaving  a  wife  and 
eight  children.  He  is  usually  called  the  first  minister 
of  Salem.  He  was,  in  fact,  the  Teacher  of  the  church, 
while  Mr.  Skelton  was  the  Pastor ;  a  distinction  too 
nice  to  be  easily  defined. 

Francis  Bright 
was  from  Bayleigh,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  but  was 

'  Records,  pp.  26-7.     Mather's  Magnalia,  lib.  iii.  part  2,  ch.  i. 

m 
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the  son  of  Edward  Bright  of  London,  and  was  horn  in 
1602.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  "  some  time  trained  up  under  Mr.  Daven- 
port." His  engagement  with  the  company  was  earlier 
than  that  of  Higginson,  whom  he  accompanied  to 
Salem.  He  remained  in  the  colony  only  about  a 
year,  having  acted  as  minister  to  the  company's  ser- 
vants at  Charlestown.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Council  in  the  colonial  government,  and  appears  to 
have  had  the  confidence  of  the  company ;  but  it  is 
supposed  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  go  such  lengths 
in  non-conformity  as  his  brethren  about  him,  and  con- 
sequently deemed  it  best  to  return  to  England.^ 

Samuel  Skelton 
was  educated  at  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  took  his 
degrees  in  1611  and  1615.  On  the  authority  of  Cot- 
ton Mather  it  has  been  supposed  that  he  came  from 
Lincolnshire.  When  it  was  put  to  vote  at  Salem, 
between  him  and  Higginson,  which  should  be  Pastor, 
and  which  Teacher,  he  was  chosen  Pastor ;  and  from 
thence  it  has  been  inferred,  without  sufl&cient  reason, 
that  he  was  the  oldest.  He  died  at  Salem,  August  2, 
1634.  He  is  described  in  Johnson's  "Wonder-work- 
ing Providence  "  as  "  a  man  of  a  gracious  speech,  full 
of  faith,  and  furnished  by  the  Lord  with  gifts  from 


'    Young's  Chron.  nf  Mass.  208,  316.     Records,  80.     Frothingham' s  Charles- 
town,  25. 
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above  to  begin  this  great  work  of  his,  that  makes  the 
whole  earth  to  ring  again  at  this  present  day."  ^ 

Walgrave. 


This  person  is  mentioned  but  twice  in  the  Records, 
and  by  the  surname  only.  He  was  one  of  a  Commit- 
tee appointed  April  30,  1629,  to  frame  the  oaths  of 
office  to  be  taken  by  the  Governor  and  his  Council  in 
New  England.  A  letter  from  Winthrop  to  his  son 
John,  written  in  1626,  thus  alludes  to  the  name.  "1 
have  had  some  speech  lately  with  my  cousin  Wal- 
grave, about  matching  you  with  his  younger  daughter, 
which  I  have  referred  to  your  own  liking.  It  is  a 
religious  and  worshipful  family ;  but  how  the  woman 
will  like  you  I  know  not,  for  she  is  somewhat  crooked."  ^ 
The  Waldegraves,  or  Walgraves,  have  been  a  family  of 
note  in  Norfolk  and  Essex. 

—  Pelham. 


The  baptismal  name  of  this  member  is  not  given 
in  the  Records,  and  we  do  not  feel  entirely  certain 
whether  it  was  Herbert,  as  commonly  supposed,  or 
William.  WiUiam  and  Herbert  were  probably  bro- 
thers, and,  according  to  Hutchinson,  were  of  the  same 
family  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  The  former  was 
earliest  in  New  England,  having  applied  for  admission 


1  Records,  T^.  80.     Mather's  Magn.  lib.  in.  part  2,  ch.  ii.     Mass.  Hist.  Col.  iii. 
67.     Johnson,  p.  22.     Young's  Chron.  Mass.  142. 
^  Savage's  Winthrop,  i.  34G. 
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as  freeman  in  1630.  He  settled  in  Sudbury,  where  lie 
held  the  offices  of  Representative  and  Captain  of  the 
military  band.  Herbert  came  over  in  1639,  and  set- 
tled in  Cambridge.  He  was  admitted  freeman  in 
1645,  and  elected  an  Assistant  the  same  year.  He 
was  also  the  first  Treasurer  of  Harvard  College.  They 
both  returned  to  England,  where  Herbert  lived  on  his 
estate  in  Essex,  and  took  great  interest  in  the  mea- 
sures adopted  for  spreading  the  gospel  among  our 
Indians. 

Thomas  Puliston, 
was  a  member  of  the  company  as  early  as  May,  1629, 
but  we  know  nothing  of  his  origin  or  history.  The 
Pulistons  are  spoken  of  by  Wood,  in  his  Athense 
Oxonienses,  as  "  an  ancient  and  genteel  family,  com- 
monly called  Pilstons,  in  Flintshire." 

Backouse. 


There  are  many  cases  where  only  the  surname  of  a 
member  is  given  in  the  Records,  and  it  is  not  always 
that  other  sources  of  information  supply  the  deficiency. 
In  the  present  instance,  no  reference  to  the  surname 
even  is  found  elsewhere. 

Robert  Crane. 
We  obtain  the  baptismal  name  in  this  case  from 

*  Savage's  Win.  i.  8.  11.  19.     Hutch,  i.  136.    Farmer's  Reg. 
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Hubbarcl,  who  mentions  him  as  a  subscriber  to  the 
loan  of  June  17th,  1629,  in  addition  to  those  named  in 
the  Records.  He  was  on  a  committee  to  audit  ac- 
counts at  the  same  date.  A  Sir  Robert  Crane  was  a 
member  of  the  Long  Parliament  from  Sudbury,  and 
died  in  1644.  He  may  possibly  have  been  the  same 
person.  The  dignity  of  knighthood  was  literally 
forced  upon  men  of  property  at  that  period,  as  a 
means  of  revenue  to  the  crown.  Compulsory  knight- 
hood was  abolished  by  Parliament  in  1641.^ 

William  Burgess 
was   chosen   Secretary   of  the   company,  May  13th, 
1629;  and  after  that  time,  so  long  as  the  meetings 
were  held  in  London,  the  Records  are  in  his  hand- 
writing.    He  did  not  come  to  this  country. 

Humphrey  Seale 
was  the  beadle  of  the  company  in  England,  and  pro- 
bably remained  behind  at  the  time  of  the  embarka- 
tion. 

John  Pocock 
was  an  Assistant,  chosen  at  the  first  election  under  the 
charter.     He  had  been  connected  with  the  colonists  at 
New  Plymouth,  and  was  doubtless  influenced  rather 
by  a  general  interest  in  the  cause  of  the  persecuted 

'  Hubbard's  Hist.  122.     Ads  of  Pari.  16th  Charles  I.  ch.  20. 
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Puritans,  than  by  any  personal  plans  or  considerations. 
He  did  not  leave  England  but  continued  to  be  useful 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Colony  there ;  acting  as  one  of  a 
commission  to  answer  in  its  behalf  before  Parliament, 
or  any  other  Court  where  requisite ;  to  receive  its  let- 
ters and  other  despatches  of  a  public  nature ;  to  give 
notice  of  occurrences  affecting  its  interests ;  and  to  use 
its  seal  in  business  transactions.^ 

BiLSON. 


The  only  mention  of  this  name  is  in  the  record  of 
members  present  at  a  meeting  on  the  21st  of  May, 
1629.  The  Bilsons  were  chiefly  located  in  Hamp- 
shire, and  held  a  very  respectable  position  at  that 
period.^ 

Edward  Cooke 
is  mentioned   for  the  first  time  in  the  K-ecords  as  a 
subscriber  to  the  loan,  June  17,  1629.     He  was  also 
at  the  meetings  in  London  on  three  other  occasions. 

Clarke 


was  also  a  subscriber  to  the  loan  of  June  17th,  and 
one  of  the  committee  on  accounts  ;  but  his  presence  is 
not  recorded  at  any  other  date.  It  is  possible  that  he 
may  have  been  William  Clarke,  who  applied  for  ad- 
mission as  freeman  of  the  Colony  in  1630,  and  settled 

'  3^  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  48.     Winih.  ii.  212. 
*  Burke's  Annory.    Descript.  of  Eng.  1673. 


ORiaiN   OF   THE   COMPANY.  XCUl 

in  Watertown,  where  he  was  appointed  constable  ;  but 
is  more  likely  to  have  been  a  citizen  of  London,  dis- 
posed to  contribute  to  the  enterprise  of  colonization 
without  being  otherwise  personally  engaged  in  it. 

Richard  White, 

Edmund  White, 
were  both  of  them  subscribers  to  the  loan,  and  are 
mentioned  only  on  that  occasion. 

Thomas  Andrews 
subscribed  to  the  loan,  and  was  present  as  a  member 
at  one  other  meeting.  He  had  been  previously  inter- 
ested in  the  Plymouth  Colony ;  and  was  among  those 
merchants  and  gentlemen  of  figure  who  sold  their 
effects  and  accompanied  their  ministers  to  Holland,  in 
1638  —  being  prevented  by  the  Order  in  Council  from 
coming  to  New  England.  In  1642  he  was  Sheriff  of 
London,  and  one  of  the  four  Treasurers  appointed  by 
Parliament  to  grant  receipts  to  contributors  of  money 
and  plate.  In  1649  he  was  made  Lord  Mayor  of  the 
city,  in  place  of  Sir  Abraham  Reynardson,  who  had 
refused  to  proclaim  the  act  abolishing  the  kingly  gov- 
ernment. The  proclamation  was  made  by  Andrews  in 
person.  He  was  also  one  of  the  judges  at  the  trial  of 
the  king ;  and  was  attainted,  after  his  death,  in 
1660.1 


'  NeaVs  Purita^is,  ii.  344.     Clarendon,  1164.     Pict.  Hist,  of  Eng.  lib.  7,  p. 
280.     Walker's  Hist,  of  Independency,  part  ii.  p.  184.     Oldmixon,  i.  475. 
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BURNELL 


was  recorded  as  a  member  at  a  single  meeting.     There 
was  a  William  Burnell  in  Boston  in  1644.^ 

John  Revell 
was  one  of  those  who  had  been  connected  with  the 
colonists  at  Plymouth.  He  was  chosen  an  Assistant 
of  the  Massachusetts  company,  in  October,  1629 ;  and 
was  one  of  the  five  undertakers  appointed  to  reside  in 
this  country  for  the  management  of  the  joint  stock. 
Yet  he  returned  home  after  a  few  weeks'  visit  in  1630. 
Winthrop  speaks  of  borrowing  money  of  him.  Mr. 
Savage  says  he  was  probably  too  rich  to  adventure 
life  and  fortune  with  us.^  The  Revells  are  a  family  of 
considerable  antiquity  in  Warwickshire. 

Spurstow. 


We  cannot  establish  the  •identity  of  this  member 
with  any  person  mentioned  by  writers  of  the  period. 
The  want  of  a  baptismal  name  greatly  increases  the 
difficulty  of  tracing  such  connections.  From  the  fact 
that  he  was  selected,  among  others,  to  argue  the  ques- 
tion of  the  legality  and  expediency  of  transferring  the 
charter  and  government  to  America,  and  also  to  draw 
up  articles  of  agreement  between  those  who  were  to 
emigrate  and  such  as  remained  behind,  we  may  infer 

•  Farmer. 

*  Winth.  i.  p.  20,  n.  ib.  373. 
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that  he  was  a  person  of  education  and  intelligence 
qualifying  him  for  services  requiring  both  ability  and 
information. 

The  family  name  was  probably  derived  from  the 
village  of  Spurstow,  in  Cheshire,  where  the  Alderseys 
also  were  located.^ 

William  Spurstow,  Esq.  was  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment from  Shrewsbury  in  1640.  As  a  new  writ  was 
issued  to  supply  his  place,  January  19th,  1645,  he 
may  have  died  about  that  time.^ 

Rev.  William  Spurstow,  D.  D.  was  an  Independent 
clergyman,  and  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines 
from  Hampden.  He  was  also  chaplain  of  the  "  Buck- 
ingham Green-coats,"  and  attended  Hampden  in  his 
last  moments.  In  1648,  he  was  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners sent  to  treat  with  the  king,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight.  Clarendon  says  he  was  very  saucy,  telling 
the  king  he  would  be  damned.  "  With  which,"  adds 
the  historian,  "  His  Majesty  tvas  not  at  all  disturhed." 
He  was  at  one  time  Master  of  Katharine's  Hall,  Cam- 


'  If  Samuel  Aldersey,  the  Assistant,  is  the  person  referred  to  in  a  letter 
of  Emanuel  Downing  to  Sir  John  Coke,  3d  January,  1632,  as  "Mr. 
Aldersey,  the  lord  keeper's  brother-in-law,"  we  have  a  clue  to  his  family 
origin.  Sir  Thomas  Coventry,  Lord  Keeper,  married  for  a  second  wife 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Aldersey,  Esq.  of  Spurstow,  in  the  county  of 
Chester,  "the  widow  of  a  citizen,  young,  lovely,  rich,  and  of  good  fame." 
The  Alderseys  of  Aldersey  and  Spurstow,  in  the  County  of  Chester,  where 
they  have  been  seated  since  the  conquest,  were  represented  in  1847,  by 
Samuel  Aldersey,  Esq.,  who,  with  the  name,  we  have  little  doubt  inherited 
the  blood  of  the  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Company.  See  Mass.  Hist. 
Col.  3d  se.  vol.  viii.  p.  324.  CamphelVs  Lives  of  the  Lord  Chancellors,  vol.  ii. 
pp.  410,  438.     Burke's  Enctjc.  of  Heraldry. 

^  Hansard's  Pari.  Hist. 
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bridge,  but  was  turned  out  for  refusing  the  Engage- 
ment. He  survived  to  the  Restoration,  and  went  to 
kiss  the  king's  hand.^ 

Either  of  the  above  named  may  have  been  the  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Company. 

WOODGATE. 


Mr,  Woodgate  is  mentioned  as  present  at  four  of  the 
meetings  in  London. 

Peter  Milburne 
was  master  of  the  Arbella,  and  owned  one  eighth  of 
ship.     Winthrop  testifies  to  his  kindness  on  the  voy- 
age.    He  did  not  remain  in  the  Colony. 

William  Colburn. 
This  name  is  written  various  ways,  Colbrand,  Col- 
bron,  and  Colborne  ;  but  is  now  commonly  spelt  as 
above.  William  Colburn  is  first  noticed  as  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  agreement  to  embark  for  New  England, 
in  case  the  charter  and  the  government  should  be 
transferred.  He  came  over  with  Winthrop,  and  was  a 
gentleman  of  great  influence  in  Boston;  holding  the 
offices  of  Representative,  Deacon,  and  Ruling  Elder. 
He  died  August  1,  1662.^ 


1  Neal,  iii.  79.     Piet.  Hist.  lib.  vii.  p.  294.     Clarendo7i,  2342,  2353.     Col- 
amy,  ii.  471. 

*  Records,  p.  63,     Savage's  Winth.  i.  37. 
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Ironside 


is  named  as  present,  for  the  first  and  only  time,  at  the 
meeting  of  August  29,  1629.  In  the  absence  of  all 
positive  information,  we  may  conjecture  him  to  have 
been  Gilbert  Ironside,  Rector  of  Winterbourn,  Staple- 
ton,  and  Winterbourn  Abbots,  adjoining  parishes  in 
Dorsetshire.  He  wrote  an  answer  to  one  of  Mr. 
White's  tracts,  entitled  "  Ten  Vows  to  the  Parishioners 
of  Dorchester."  He  was  born  in  1558,  and  died  in 
1671.  In  1660,  he  became  Bishop  of  Bristol.  Wood 
says  of  him :  —  "  Being  wealthy,  he  was  looked  upon 
as  the  fittest  person  to  enter  upon  that  mean  Bishop- 
rick,"  although  he  had  held  no  other  dignity  in  the 
Church.^ 

Owen  Rowe 
was  a  silk-mercer  in  London,  and  rose  to  considerable 
importance  in  the  Commonwealth.  In  Wood's  Fasti 
Oxonicnses  is  the  following  account  of  him  :  —  "In  the 
beginning  of  the  Rebellion,  being  a  violent  Covenanter, 
and  afterwards  an  Independent,  he  was  by  Cromwell's 
interest  made  a  prime  officer  (Lieutenant-Colonel,  I 
think)  in  the  militia  of  London,  and  became  a  fire- 
brand in  that  city,  and  an  enemy  to  its  ancient  civil 
government.  In  1648,  he  was  nominated  one  of  the 
King's  judges,  sat  on  the  bench  when  he  was  several 
times  before  them,  stood  up  as  consenting  when  sen- 

'  Athence,  ii.  357. 
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tence  was  passed  severing  his  head  from  his  body,  and 
at  length  set  his  hand  and  seal  to  the  warrant  for  his 
execution.  In  1659,  he  was  constituted  Colonel  of  the 
militia  of  the  said  city,  by  the  Rump  Parliament,  and 
was  then  in  great  favor  with  them.  But  in  the  year 
after,  when  his  Majesty  was  restored,  and  a  proclama- 
tion was  issued  out  for  all  such  persons  that  had  sat  in 
judgment  on  King  Charles  I.  to  come  in,  he  surren- 
dered himself ;  so  that,  after  his  trial  had  passed,  he 
was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  and  his 
estate  confiscated.  What  became  of  him  afterwards,  I 
know  not."  Being  in  Cromwell's  suite  when  he  visited 
Oxford,  in  1649,  he  received  from  the  University  the 
honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  In  a  letter  to 
Winthrop,  dated  February  18,  1636,  he  expresses  his 
desire  and  intention  to  come  to  Massachusetts,  where 
he  had  cattle,  and  wished  to  have  a  farm.^  The 
change  of  affairs  in  England  kept  back  many  distin- 
guished persons,  who  would  otherwise  have  come  over. 
It  is  curious  to  conjecture  what  would  have  been  the 
state  of  things  here,  if  Cromwell,  Hampden,  Pym, 
Ilazlerig,  Howe,  and  others  of  that  energetic  stamp, 
had  carried  into  execution  their  plans  of  emigration. 

John  Winthrop. 
It  can  hardly  be  necessary,  as  a  matter  of  informa- 
tion, to  give  any  account  of  this  distinguished  Gover- 
nor of  the  Massachusetts  Colony.     All  the  prominent 

'  Fasti,  ii.  136.     Young's  Chron,  of  Mass.  94. 
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facts  of  his  history  which  could  be  condensed  into  our 
limited  space  must  he  very  generally  known ;  and  no 
opportunity  is  afforded  here  for  the  introduction  of 
such  novel  particulars  as  might  possibly  be  gathered. 
It  may,  however,  be  desirable  to  the  reader,  for  the 
convenience  of  reference,  to  have  before  him  the  dates 
of  some  of  the  principal  incidents  of  Winthrop's  life, 
which  comparatively  few  persons  are  apt  to  carry  in 
the  memory. 

He  was  born  at  Groton,  in  Suffolk,  January  12, 1588.^ 
His  father  and  grandfather  were  lawyers,  and  he  was 
educated  to  the  same  profession.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen he  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  among  the  originators  of 
the  plan  for  establishing  a  colony  in  New  England,  or 
even  to  have  joined  the  Company  at  an  early  period. 
His  connection  with  it  seems  to  have  been  coincident 
with  the  proposition  to  transfer  the  government  to  the 
Colony,  and  his  first  act  was  an  agreement  to  embark, 
provided  the  transfer  was  effected.  The  agreement 
was  signed  August  26, 1629,  and  he  was  elected  Gover- 
nor by  the  Company  on  the  20th  of  October  following. 
He  had  an  estate  of  six  or  seven  hundred  pounds  a 


'  In  Mather's  Magnalia,  Belknap's  Biog,  and  the  first  edition  of  his  J<mr- 
nal,  the  date  of  his  birth  is  stated  to  be  June  12th,  1587.  In  Allen's  Biog. 
it  is  called  January  12th,  1587.  January  12th,  1587,  Old  Style,  or  1588, 
New  Style,  is  undoubtedly  correct ;  inasmuch  as  he  is  said  to  have  been 
seventeen  years  and  three  months  old  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  April 
16,  1605. 
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year,  which  he  converted  into  money;  and  on  the  29th 
of  March,  1630,  then  forty-two  years  old,  he  sailed  for 
the  new  world.  He  arrived  at  Salem  on  the  12th  of 
June,  and  soon  after  fixed  his  permanent  location  at 
Boston.  The  three  following  years  he  was  continued, 
by  annual  election,  at  the  head  of  the  government; 
but  in  1634  Mr.  Dudley  was  chosen  in  his  place.  He 
was  reelected  in  1637,  1638,  and  1639,  and  in  1642, 
1643,  1646,  1647,  and  1648.  He  died  on  the  26th  of 
March,  1649,  leaving  little  inheritance  to  his  children 
save  an  honorable  name ;  but  an  invaluable  legacy  to 
his  country,  having  kept  an  exact  account  of  occur- 
rences and  transactions  in  the  Colony  to  the  last  year 
of  his  life.  His  Journal,  most  faithfully  and  elabo- 
rately edited  by  Mr.  Savage,  is  the  corner-stone  of  the 
history  of  our  Commonwealth. 

It  is  a  question  often  mooted,  but  easily  settled, 
whether  Winthrop  or  Endicott  should  be  considered  the 
first  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  Cradock  was  Governor 
of  the  Company,  when  Endicott  was  appointed  Gover- 
nor of  the  Colony,  subject  to  the  paramount  authority 
of  the  Company.  Winthrop  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  Company ;  but,  by  the  transfer  of  the  government 
to  this  country,  he  became  also  Governor  of  the 
Colony,  the  greater  office  comprehending  the  lesser. 
Endicott  was  as  really  a  Governor  of  the  Colony  as 
Winthrop.  He  had  his  Colonial  Council,  was  provided 
with  a  seal,  and  had  a  copy  of  the  Charter  for  his 
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guide.     Winthrop  was  the  first  in  whose  person  the 
two  offices  were  united.^ 


Batejl^n. 
Wynche. 


These  names  have  only  the  prefix  Mr.  attached  to 
them  in  the  Records.  They  are  recorded  at  but  one 
meeting,  when  Mr.  Bateman  was  appointed  on  a  com- 
mittee to  dispose  of  certain  cattle,  which  were  kept  on 
expense,  waiting  fi)r  an  opportunity  to  send  them  to 
New  England. 

It  is  probable  that  both  gentlemen  were  citizens  of 
London,  perhaps  merchants,  belonging  to  that  class  of 
men  of  property  who  were  subscribers  to  the  stock 
chiefly  out  of  regard  for  the  cause,  without  engaging 
personally  in  the  details  of  its  management.  Bateman 
we  suppose  to  be  the  same  person  who  was  an  Alder- 
man of  the  city  when  Thomas  Andrews,  one  of  the 
Company,  was  Lord  Mayor;  and  united  with  him  in 
proclaiming  the  abolition  of  kingly  government,  in 
May,  1649.  He  is  alluded  to  in  history  simply  as 
"  Alderman  Bateman."  ^ 

There  was  a  William  Bateman,  who  probably  came 
over  with  Winthrop,  and  upon  whose  body,  found  dead, 
an  inquest  was  held  at  Charlestown,  in  September, 
1630 ;    and  a  William  Bateman  took  the  freeman's 


'  Mather's  Magn.  lib.  ii.  ch.  4.     Belknap's  Am.  Biog.     Allen's  Biog.  Diet. 
Note  on  p.  63  of  the  Records. 

*  Walker's  Hist,  of  Independency,  part  ii,  p.  185.     Oldmizon,  i.  p.  372. 
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oath  in  1631.  But  these  are  without  the  prefix  of 
respect  which  would  have  been  given  to  a  member  of 
the  Company.  At  a  later  period,  there  were  Batemans 
in  Watertown  and  Concord.  We  have  not  observed 
the  name  of  Wynche  in  the  Colony. 

Edward  Forde 
was  a  subscriber  to  the  stock  in  May,  1628,  but  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  Records  until  October  15,  1629. 
We  should  be  glad  to  identify  him  with  an  inge- 
nious and  scientific  man  of  the  same  name,  who 
invented  a  machine  for  raising  the  water  of  the 
Thames  into  the  streets  of  London,  and  projected 
various  mechanical  improvements,  as  well  as  some 
schemes  of  a  financial  character.  This  person,  who 
may  have  been  the  member  of  the  JMassachusetts 
Company,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  John  Forde,  Kt. 
He  was  born  at  Up-Park,  in  Sussex,  about  the  year 
1604,  and  became  a  Gentleman  Commoner  of  Trinity 
College  in  1621.  He  left  before  taking  a  degree,  and 
it  is  not  known  how  he  was  employed  afterwards,  until 
the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  when  he  became  High 
Sheriff  of  Sussex.  He  married  a  sister  of  Ireton, 
Cromwell's  son-in-law,  but  adhered  to  the  Eang,  and 
was  appointed  a  Colonel  in  his  army.  He  received 
the  honor  of  knighthood  in  1643.  In  1656,  upon 
Cromwell's  encouragement,  and  invitation  of  the  chief 
citizens  of  London,  he  raised  the  water  of  the  Thames 
into  the  highest  streets  of  the  city,  by  machines  of  his 
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own  contrivance,  and  at  his  private  expense.  After 
the  Restoration,  he  invented  a  way  of  making  far- 
things, such  as  could  not  be  counterfeited.  He  pub- 
lished some  tracts  on  the  subject  of  currency,  and  a 
project  for  bringing  water  from  a  distance  into  London. 
He  died  in  Ireland,  September  3,1670.^ 

James  Young 
was  one  of  the  five  undertakers,  or  managers,  of  the 
joint  stock,  appointed  from  among  those  who  were  to 
reside  in  England.  Five  other  managers  were  to 
reside  in  the  Colony.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee chosen  to  draw  up  articles  of  agreement  between 
the  emigrating  portion  of  the  Company  and  the  res- 
idue at  home.  He  was,  doubtless,  a  citizen  of  London, 
and  probably  engaged  in  trade. 

Thomas  Dudley 
was  the  son  of  Captain  Roger  Dudley,  of  Northampton. 
His  father  having  been  slain  in  the  wars,  he  was  left, 
with  one  sister,  to  the  care  of  friends.  The  Earl  of 
Northampton,  and  Judge  Nichols,  a  relative  by  the 
mother's  side,  are  said  to  have  taken  an  interest  in  his 
early  education.  While  a  young  man,  he  received  a 
commission  as  Captain  of  a  company  of  volunteers  for 
the  French  service,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.,  and  was 
present  under  that  monarch  at  the  siege  of  Amiens. 

'  Athena  Oxonienses,  ii.  p.  469.     Clarendon,  2189. 
0 
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Peace  being  declared,  he  returned  home,  and,  becoming 
religiously  impressed,  attached  himself  to  the  noncon- 
formists. Having  a  good  judgment,  and  a  shrewd,  prac- 
tical turn  of  mind,  he  was  recommended  to  the  young 
Earl  of  Lincoln  as  a  suitable  manager  of  his  property, 
which  had  descended  to  him  seriously  entangled  with 
incumbrances.  In  this  trust  he  was  perfectly  success- 
ful, and  perhaps  acquired  there  those  careful  and  close 
habits  in  monev  matters,  afterwards  attributed  to  him 
as  a  fault.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Company  in 
England,  on  board  the  Arbella,  he  was  chosen  Deputy- 
Governor,  and  accompanied  Winthrop  to  New  England. 
In  1634  he  was  elected  Governor,  and  held  the  office 
at  several  periods  afterwards.  In  1644  he  was  ap- 
pointed the  fii'st  Major-General  of  the  Colony.  He 
died  at  Roxbury,  July  31, 1653,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  sense  and  incorruptible 
integrity,  energetic,  courageous,  somewhat  blunt  in 
manners  and  of  warm  passions,  but  sincerely  pious. 
Beneath  the  characteristics  of  a  rough  and  unyielding 
temperament,  he  cherished  a  vein  of  poesy  hardly  more 
smooth  or  flexible,  and  left  behind  him,  in  verse,  his 
dying  testimony  against  toleration.  His  daughter,  the 
wife  of  Governor  Bradstreet,  was  an  authoress  cele- 
brated for  her  poetical  talents.  His  son  Joseph  was 
Governor,  and  his  grandson  Paul  was  Chief  Justice,  of 
Massachusetts.^ 

'  Mather's  Magn.     Eliot's  Biog. 
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Emanuel  Downing 
was  a  brother-in-law  of  Winthrop,  having  married  his 
sister.  As  he  was  admitted  to  the  Church  in  Salem, 
with  his  wife  Lucy,  and  also  took  the  freeman's  oath, 
in  1638,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  he  came  over  not 
long  previous.  Three  of  his  children  were  in  the 
country  at  an  earlier  date.  He  lived  some  years  in 
Salem,  and  was  often  a  representative  in  the  General 
Court.  Governor  Bradstreet  married  his  daughter,  for 
a  second  wife.  He  had  three  sons,  George,  John,  and 
Theophilus.  His  son  George,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
graduates  of  Harvard  College,  became  a  man  of  note 
in  England ;  but  soiled  his  reputation  by  acts  of  polit- 
ical treachery.  He  received  the  appointment  of  Scout- 
master-general of  the  English  army  in  Scotland ;  and, 
having  gained  the  favor  of  Cromwell  by  his  zeal  and 
ability,  was  sent  Ambassador  to  Holland.  He  had 
previously  been  a  member  of  Parliament.  Anticipat- 
ing the  Restoration,  he  changed  sides,  and  became 
more  active  and  zealous  for  the  King  than  he  had 
shown  himself  for  the  Commonwealth.  Being  made  a 
Baronet,  and  continued  in  his  office  of  Ambassador,  he 
carried  his  treachery  so  far  as  to  betray,  and  send  over 
for  execution,  several  of  the  regicides,  whom  he  found 
in  Holland;  one  of  them  an  officer  under  whom  he 
had  served.  His  son.  Sir  George,  married  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury ;  and  his  grandson, 
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also  Sir  George,  was  the  founder  of  Downing  College, 
Cambridge.^ 

John  White,  the  Counsellor, 
was  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Company.  If,  as  stated 
by  Edward  Johnson,  the  form  and  provisions  of  the 
Charter  were  the  result  of  his  counsel,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  original  instrument  was  drawn  by 
his  hand. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  frequently  the  name, 
John  White,  occurs  in  connection  with  transactions 
affecting  the  early  settlement  of  our  country.  Captain 
John  White  was  the  first  of  Raleigh's  assignees,  and 
the  governor  of  his  colony.  John  White,  the  Minister, 
was  the  friend  and  partner  of  the  Plymouth  Pilgrims, 
and  the  founder  of  the  Massachusetts  Company ;  and 
to  the  foresight  and  legal  skill  of  John  White,  the 
Counsellor,  our  forefathers  of  the  Colony  were  perhaps 
indebted  for  the  comprehensive  meaning  and  technical 
force  of  their  Charter.  Other  John  Whites  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Records  ;  but  not  as  persons  of  prom- 
inent standing  or  influence.  The  repetition  of  this 
name  in  such  various  relations,  shows  how  common  it 
must  have  been  in  England,  and  increases  the  diffi- 
culty of  determining  what  particular  person  is  referred 
to,  where  no  other  guide  than  the  name  itself  is  given. 
When  a  distinction  is  made  in  the  Records,  which  is 

I  Hufch.  Hist.  i.  23,  107,  444.  Savage's  Winth.  i.  49  ;  ii.  240.  Farmer's 
Hen.  Reg. 
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not  always  the  case,  the  terms  Minister  and  Counsellor 
are  employed. 

Watt,  in  his  Bihliotheca^  discriminates  between  John 
White,  ^'  Counsellor  of  Law,"  whose  speech  concerning 
Episcopacy  was  printed  in  1641,  and  John  White,  "  a 
nonconformist  lawyer,  called,  by  way  of  distinction. 
Century  ^Vhite^  This  appellation  was  derived  from  a 
tract,  which  we  shall  presently  notice. 

John  White,  Esq.,  whom  we  suppose  to  have  been 
the  author  of  the  speech  concerning  Episcopacy,  was  a 
member  of  the  Long  Parliament,  from  Rye ;  and  was 
disabled,  February  5th,  1643,  for  deserting  to  the 
King's  party.  He  became  one  of  Charles's  parliament 
at  Oxford. 

Century  White,  who  is  generally  taken  to  be  the 
Counsellor  of  the  Massachusett's  Company,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons,  from  Southwark.  Clar- 
endon calls  him  "  A  grave  lawyer,  but  notoriously  dis- 
affected to  the  Church."  He  was  a  very  active  and 
zealous  Puritan;  and  chairman,  first  of  the  grand  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  organized  November  6th, 
1640,  "to  inquire  into  the  scandalous  immoralities  of 
the  clergy,"  then  of  a  sub-committee  for  the  same 
object,  of  which  Mr.  Spurstow,  Mr.  Cradock,  and  Sir 
William  Brereton,  were  co-members.  He  was  also 
associated  with  Harwood  and  Davenport,  as  a  feoffee 
for  buying  in  lay  impropriations,  &c.  Being  found 
thus  connected  with  persons  who  had  been  prom- 
inent in  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  there  is  good 
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ground  for  believing  him  to  have  been  a  partner  in 
the  same  transactions.  His  tract,  entitled  "  The  First 
Century  of  Scandalous  and  Malignant  Priests,"  may  be 
considered  as  in  fact  a  report  of  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  chairman.  It  exhibits  a  startling  pic- 
ture of  clerical  morals,  and  was  to  have  been  followed 
by  another  Ceniiiry ;  but  one  hundred  such  examples 
were  probably  deemed  enough  to  expose  to  the  world, 
and  the  second  part  was  never  published.  Mr.  White 
served  on  other  important  committees,  was  a  lay  mem- 
ber of  the  Westminster  Assembly,  and  a  Commissioner 
for  the  general  "  Contribution  Tax,"  in  1643.  He  died 
January  24th,  1644,  and  was  buried  in  the  Temple 
Church,  with  great  funeral  solemnity ;  the  House  of 
Commons  attending  in  form.  Whitelock  describes 
him  as  an  honest,  learned,  and  faithful  servant  of  the 
public.  Yet  his  enemies  represented  him  as  raving 
and  condemning  himself  in  his  dying  hour,  for  undoing 
so  many  guiltless  ministers.^ 

Francis  Flyer 
was  present  when  Winthrop  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  Company,  October  20th,  1629,  but  is  mentioned  on 
no  other  occasion.    In  a  description  of  England,  printed 
in  1673,  Francis  Flyer,  Esq.,  of  Brent  Pelham,  is  called 


'  Johnson's  Hist,  of  N.  E.  13.  Hansard's  Catalogiw  of  Pari.  &c.  Clarendon, 
307.  Order  of  the  H.  of  C.  in  relation  to  the  select  Committee  on  Religion, 
with  a  list  of  the  Committee,  London,  1640.  Oldmixon,  i.  225,  231,  245. 
NeaVs  Puritans,  iii.  274. 
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one  of  the  prominent  gentry  that  are,  or  lately  were, 
of  the  county  of  Hertford. 

Edward  Rossiter 
became  an  Assistant  at  the  election  of  October  20, 
1629.  He  emigrated  with  Winthrop,  and  died  within 
a  year  after  his  arrival.  Hutchinson  says  he  was  of  a 
good  family  in  the  west  of  England.  His  son  lived 
afterwards  at  Combe.^  A  grandson,  who  was  deacon 
of  the  Church  in  Taunton,  says,  in  a  letter  dated  March 
20,  1682,  that  his  grandfather  was  a  gentleman  of 
good  estate,  and  left  England  for  the  sake  of  religion.^ 
Edward  Hossiter,  Esq.,  member  of  the  Long  Parliament 
from  the  borough  of  Great  Grimsby,  in  Lincolnshire, 
afterwards  Colonel  of  the  Lincolnshire  forces,  and  Gov- 
ernor of  Belvoir  Castle,  and  ultimately  Sir  Edward, 
may  have  been  that  son  of  the  Assistant  who  remained 
in  England. 

Thomas  Sharpe 
was  chosen  Assistant  at  the  same  time  with  Rossiter, 
and  when  Winthrop  was  elected  Governor.  They 
came  over  together,  but  Mr.  Sharpe  soon  returned  to 
England,  having  been  discouraged  by  the  death  of  his 
daughter,  a  lady  of  more  than  common  merit,  and  by 
the  destruction  of  his  house  by  fire.     He  was  one  of 


•  We  suppose  one  of  the  Combes  in  Devonshire  is  the  place  referred  to ; 
but  the  name,  like  Stoke,  is  very  common  in  England. 

2  Hutchinson's  Hist.  i.  23.     Sava^ge's  Winth.  i.  28,  37,  &c.     Hansard. 
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those  who  were  induced  to  embark  by  the  transfer  of 
the  charter  and  government  to  this  country.  He  was 
the  sixth  member  of  the  Boston  Church.  The  burning 
of  his  house  caused  an  ordinance  to  be  passed,  that 
no  man  thereafter  should  build  his  chimney  with 
wood}  • 

Rev.  John  Archer. 

Rev.  Philip  Nye. 
These  ministers  were  admitted  to  the  freedom  of 
the  Company  by  vote,  on  motion  of  Mr.  White,  Novem- 
ber 25th,  1629;  for  the  purpose,  say  the  Records,  "that 
their  meetings  might  be  sanctioned  by  the  prayers  of 
some  faithful  ministers  here  in  London,  whose  advice 
would  likewise  be  requisite  on  many  occasions."  We 
know  little  of  Archer,  excepting  that  he  was  Rector  of 
All  Hallows  Church,  in  Lombard  Street,  and  author  of 
an  elaborate  tract  on  the  personal  reign  of  Christ  on 
earth.-  Philip  Nye  was  a  man  of  much  distinction, 
and  great  personal  influence.  He  was  born  "  of  a  gen- 
teel family,"  in  1596,  and  educated  at  Magdalen  Hall, 
Oxford.  He  was  afterwards  Curate  of  St.  Michael's 
Church,  in  London.  With  many  other  nonconformists, 
who  were  persecuted  by  Laud,  and  forbidden  to  come  to 
New  England,  he  fled  into  Holland,  where  he  remained 
till  the  beginning  of  the  Long  Parliament,  in  1640, 
when  he  returned,  and  became  minister  of  Kimbolton, 

'  Records,  pp.  63,  64.     Savage's  Winth.  i.  48. 
^  In  the  Ant.  Soc.  Library. 
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in  Huntingdonshire.  His  political  talents  and  general 
ability  were  soon  conspicuously  manifested.  He  was 
one  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westminster,  one 
of  the  Tryers  in  the  Protector's  time,  and  a  principal 
manager  of  the  meeting  of  the  Congregational  Minis- 
ters at  the  Savoy.  In  1643,  he  and  Stephen  Marshall, 
designated  as  "  two  clergymen  of  signal  authority," 
were  sent  by  Parliament,  with  Harry  Vane  the 
younger,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Scots.^  The 
Scots  required  that  the  English  Parliament  should 
take  tlieir  Covenant ;  which  was  complied  with  on  the 
25th  of  September.  Both  Houses,  and  the  body  of 
Westminster  Divines  and  Laymen,  were  assembled  for 
the  purpose.  After  Mr.  White  had  prayed,  Mr.  Nye 
read  the  Covenant,  and  made  some  observations ; 
when  all  present  held  up  their  hands  in  token  of 
assent,  and  afterwards  subscribed  their  names.  This 
was  the  famous  "  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  of  the 
two  kingdoms,"  by  means  of  which  the  English  and 
Scotch  were  united  in  their  resistance  to  Charles. 
Having  mingled  so  much  in  political  affairs,  it  was 
debated,  at  the  Restoration,  whether  Mr.  Nye  should 
not  be  excepted  from  the  Act  of  Amnesty ;  and  he 


'  Henry  Darley  was  joined  with  Vane  and  Nye,  in  this  mission.  He  is 
unquestionably  tlie  person  who  is  called  Durley  in  the  memorandum  of 
May,  1628,  from  which  the  names  of  many  members  have  been  derived. 
Henry  Darley,  and  his  brother  Richard,  were  commissioners  of  the  Contri- 
bution Tax,  in  1643.  Henry  was  one  of  the  Council  of  State,  in  1651.  In 
1656  he  was  secluded  from  Parliament,  for  refusing  to  sign  the  "engage- 
ment" to  make  no  alteration  in  the  government.  See  note  on  page  Ixxx. 
Hume,  i.  261.     Oldmixon,  i.  224,  392,  415. 
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was  pardoned  only  upon  condition  that  he  should  nei- 
ther accept  nor  exercise  any  office,  ecclesiastical  or 
civil.  Still,  he  was  accustomed  to  preach  privately,  as 
opportunity  offered,  to  a  congregation  of  Dissenters, 
until  his  death,  which  happened  in  September,  1672, 
at  the  age  of  seventy.  He  left  behind  him  the  char- 
acter of  a  man  of  uncommon  depth,  and  one  who  was 
seldom,  if  ever,  outwitted.^ 

Nathaniel  Ward. 
This  clergyman,  whose  name  is  seldom  mentioned 
without  some  epithet,  such  as  humorous,  or  witty,  or 
eccentric,  attached  to  it,  was  born  at  Haverhill,  in 
Essex,  about  1570.  He  was  the  son  of  a  minister, 
and  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  where  he  received  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  in  1603.  He  at  first  engaged  in  the 
study  of  the  law ;  but,  while  travelling  in  Prussia  and 
Denmark,  his  attention  was  directed  to  theology.  Be- 
coming a  preacher,  he  was  settled  at  Standon,  in 
Essex.  In  1631  he  was  ordered  before  the  Bishop,  to 
answer  for  his  nonconformity.  He  was  at  length  for- 
bidden to  preach,  and  in  April,  1634,  embarked  for 
New  England.  For  a  brief  period  he  was  pastor  of 
the  Church  at  Ipswich,  then  called  Agawam  ;  but  was 
released,  at  his  own  request,  in  1636.  He  must  have 
had  some  reputation  for  legal  learning  and  experience, 
as  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court,  in  1638, 

I  Woofr.i  Athcmc  and  Fasti  Oxonienses.    NeaTs  Puritans,  v.  20.    Pict.  Hist. 
lib.  Yiii.  p.  299. 
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on  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  system  of  laws  for  the 
consideration  of  the  freemen ;  and  received  a  grant  of 
six  hundred  acres  of  land  for  his  service.  His  code  of 
lawSj  or  *^Body  of  Liberties,"  was  ordered  to  be  tran- 
scribed in  1641,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  several  towns 
of  the  Colony.  In  1647  he  returned  to  England,  and 
soon  after  published  the  work  by  which  he  is  best 
known,  called  "  The  Simple  Cobbler  of  Agawam," 
designed  to  exert  a  political  influence  in  a  humorous 
guise.  He  resumed  the  ministry  at  Shenfield,  near 
Brentwood,  in  Essex;  where  he  died,  in  1653,  in  his 
eighty-third  year.  He  is  to  be  remembered  as  the 
compiler  of  the  first  code  of  laws  established  in  New 
England.^ 

Roger  Ludlow. 
Roger  Ludlow  was  chosen  an  Assistant  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Company  in  London,  held  at  Mr. 
Goffe's  house,  February  10th,  1630.  He  Avas  brother- 
in-law  to  Endicott,  and  is  said  to  have  come  from  the 
west  of  England ;  but  the  place  of  his  birth  is  not 
stated.  He  came  to  this  country  with  Rossiter,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Dorchester.  In  1634 
he  succeeded  Dudley,  as  Deputy-Governor ;  but,  having 


*  Mather's  Magnalia.  Eliot's  Biog.  Allen's  Blog.  Diet.  Young's  Chron.  of 
Mass.  A  very  neat  edition  of  the  Simple  Cobbler,  with  a  notice  of  the 
author,  was  pubhshed  in  1843,  by  ^Ir.  David  Pulsifer,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  our  transcript  of  the  Records.  An  interesting  account  of  the 
Body  of  Liberties,  by  F.  C.  Gray,  LL.  D.,  -will  be  found  in  Mass.  Hist.  Col. 
3d  se.  vol.  viii. 
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aimed  at  the  higher  office  to  which  Dudley  was  elected, 
he  made  complaints  that  rendered  him  unpopular, 
and  he  was  left  out  of  the  magistracy  the  following 
year.  On  this  account,  he  removed  to  Connecticut, 
and  founded  the  town  of  Windsor.  For  nineteen  years 
he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  that  Colony. 
He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  Pequot  war.  In 
1648,  and  subsequently,  he  was  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  Colonies  j  and  when,  in  1653,  a 
portion  of  them  were  disposed  to  engage  in  a  war  with 
the  Dutch  on  their  western  frontier,  notwithstanding 
the  dissent  of  Massachusetts,  with  his  usual  impetuos- 
ity he  stimulated  the  inhabitants  of  Fairfield,  where 
he  then  resided,  to  commence  hostilities,  and  accepted 
the  appointment  of  commander.  But  the  magistrates  of 
the  Colony  interfered,  to  prevent  the  raising  of  volun- 
teers ;  and,  in  consequence  of  difficulties  growing  out 
of  that  transaction,  he  embarked  with  his  family  for 
Virginia,  in  the  spring  of  1654.  The  time  and  place 
of  his  death  are  not  known.  He  is  described  as  of  a 
passionate  temperament  and  aspiring  disposition,  but 
distinguished  for  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  the 
rights  of  mankind,  and  as  having  rendered  essential 
services  to  the  Colony.  He  compiled  the  first  Con- 
necticut Code  of  Laws,  adopted  in  1649.  An  account 
of  him  may  be  found  in  Eliot's  and  Allen's  Biograph- 
ical Dictionaries,  and  in  Trumbull's  History  of  Connec- 
ticut. 
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Sir  Brian  Janson. 
When  the  colonists  were  on  the  point  of  embark- 
ation, at  Southampton,  finding  that  some  of  the  Assist- 
ants had  concluded  to  remain  behind,  it  was  voted, 
that  Sir  Brian  Janson,  Knight,  Mr.  William  Codding- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Simon  Bradstreet,  gentlemen,  should  be 
Assistants,  in  the  places  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Wright,  mer- 
chant, Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  GofFe, 
of  London,  merchants.  Yet,  notwithstanding  Sir  Brian 
Janson  accepted  the  appointment,  and  was  sworn  into 
office,  either  his  heart  failed  him,  or  his  zeal  cooled, 
since  he  never  came  to  New  England.  All  we  know 
of  him  is  derived  from  a  letter  of  Winthrop  to  his  son 
John,  written  on  board  the  Arbella,  March  22, 1630,  in 
which  he  says  : — "There  is  newly  come  into  our  Com- 
pany, and  sworn  Assistant,  one  Sir  Brian  Janson,  of 
London,  a  man  of  good  estate,  and  so  affected  with  our 
society,  as  he  hath  given  £50  to  our  common  stock, 
and  c£50  to  the  joint  stock.  He  desires  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  you."  ^ 

William  Coddington, 
called  the  Father  of  Rhode  Island,  was  a  native  of 
Boston,  in  Lincolnshire.  Having  been  chosen  Assist- 
ant, as  above  stated,  he  came  over  in  the  Arbella,  and 
became  a  principal  merchant  at  Boston,  where  he  built 
the  first  brick  house.    He  was  for  some  time  Treasurer 

'  Winthrop,  vol.  i.  Append.  367. 
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of  the  Colony,  and  much  engaged  in  public  affairs. 
In  1637,  during  the  controversy  respecting  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  and  Mr.  "Wheelwright,  which  resulted  in 
their  banishment,  he  took  sides  in  their  favor,  with 
Vane  and  Cotton,  and  against  Winthrop  and  Dudley. 
This  occasioned  his  being  left  out  of  the  magistracy ; 
and  the  next  year  he  removed  to  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  was  chosen  Governor,  and  held  the  office  until  the 
incorporation  of  the  Providence  Plantations.  In  1651, 
he  assisted  in  compiling  a  body  of  laws  for  that  Col- 
ony ;  and,  at  a  later  period,  again  accepted  the  chief 
magistracy,  in  which  station  he  died,  November  1st, 
1678,  aged  seventy-eight.^ 

Simon  Bradstreet 
was  the  son  of  a  nonconformist  minister,  at  Horb- 
ling,  in  Lincolnshire,  and  was  born  in  March,  1603 ; 
being,  consequently,  just  twenty-seven  years  old  when 
chosen  Assistant,  in  March,  1630.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  quite  young,  and  he  was  taken  into 
the  religious  family  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  where  he 
continued  eight  years,  under  the  direction  of  Thomas 
Dudley,  ■—  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  capacity  of  stew- 
ard. He  was,  for  a  time,  at  Emanuel  College,  Cam- 
bridge. Afterwards,  he  served  as  steward  for  the 
Countess  of  Warwick.  There  he  married  Ann  Dud- 
ley, the  poetess,  daughter  of  Thomas,  she  being  but 
sixteen  years  old.     He  held,  at  various  periods  of  his 

>  Calkndefs  Ilist.  Discourse.     Eliot's  and  Aliens  Biog.  Diet's, 
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life,  many  important  offices  in  the  Colony;  having 
been  Assistant,  Secretary,  Commissioner  of  the  United 
Colonies,  Agent  and  Messenger  of  the  Colonies  to  Eng- 
land, Deputy  Governor,  and  Governor.  He  lived  to 
the  age  of  ninety-four;  and  died  at  Salem,  March 
27th,  1G97,  "the  Nestor  of  New  England."  By  his 
first  wife  he  had  eight  children ;  and,  after  her  death, 
he  married  a  daughter  of  Emanuel  Downing. 

William  Hubbard. 

Wade. 

We  have  only  the  authority  of  Hubbard,  the  histo- 
rian, for  adding  these  names  to  the  list  of  the  Company 
in  England.  We  quote  the  passage,  as  it  professes  to 
give  some  information  respecting  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  Company,  and  the  original  amount  of 
its  capital.  In  chapter  22d,  p.  121,  of  his  history, 
having  described  the  organization  under  the  Charter,  he 
says :  —  "  There  were,  besides  the  forementioned  gen- 
tlemen that  were  chosen  Assistants,  twenty  or  thirty 
others,  who  subscribed  the  sum  of  £1035,  to  be  as  a 
common  stock,  to  carry  on  the  Plantation ;  and  June 
17th,  1629,  £745  more  were  lent  on  the  same  account, 
by  several  other  gentlemen,  the  most  of  which  ven- 
tured but  their  £25  a-piece.  Some  few  advanced 
£50  ;  as  Mr.  S.  Vassal],  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  William  Hiib- 
lard,  Mr.  Robert  Crane,  Mr.  Wade,  and  many  others  ; 
and  two  or  three  more,  namely,  Mr.  Aldersey  added 
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£75,  Mr.  S.  Whetcomb  £85,  the  Governor  £100.  From 
so  small  beginnings  sprung  up  that  hopeful  Plantation." 
We  apprehend  that  this  statement  is  as  incorrect  in 
fact,  as  it  is  clumsy  in  expression.  By  referring  to 
the  Records,  p.  44,  where  the  proceedings  of  June 
17th  will  be  found,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  to  be 
raised  was  £1500,  and  that  £745  were  subscribed  on 
the  spot,  while  the  Secretary  was  deputed  to  call  on 
others  of  the  Company,  who  were  absent.  Of  the  per- 
sons named  above  by  Hubbard,  only  the  Governor,  Mr. 
Aldersey,  and  Mr.  Whetcomb,  were  present.  The  first 
subscribed  £150,  Aldersey  £50,  and  Whetcomb  £25. 
The  sum  obtained  at  the  meeting,  with  the  additional 
subscriptions  named  by  Hubbard,  would  make  £1080. 
In  this  estimate,  we  take  the  Governor's  subscription 
as  stated  in  the  Records,  adding  £25  to  Aldersey's, 
and  £60  to  Whetcomb's.  Hubbard's  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  common  stock  is  not  more  accurate. 
By  the  memorandum  of  May,  1628  —  from  which  we 
have  derived  the  names  of  many  of  the  members  not 
otherwise  mentioned  —  it  appears  that  there  was  then 
due,  from  subscribers  to  the  stock,  the  sum  of  £2150. 
How  much  had  already  been  paid  we  do  not  know,  nor 
the  amount  of  subsequent  subscriptions,  which  must 
have  been  considerable. 

Still,  in  regard  to  the  names,  for  which  we  were  led 
to  notice  this  passage,  the  historian  is  probably  cor- 
rect. 
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Charles  Fines. 

George  Phillips. 
The  final  meeting  of  the  Company  in  England  was 
held  on  board  the  Arbella,  March  23,  1630.  On  the 
29th,  the  emigrants  were  riding  at  anchor  at  Cowes, 
where  they  were  visited  by  their  friends.  Leaving 
that  station,  they  anchored  again  over  against  Yar- 
mouth, in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  they  remained 
until  the  8th  of  April.  On  the  7th,  a  document  was 
signed,  addressed  to  their  brethren  of  the  Church  of 
England,  "  for  the  obtaining  of  their  prayers,  and  the 
removal  of  suspicions,  and  misconstructions  of  their 
intentions."  It  was  called  "  The  Humble  Request  of 
his  Majesty's  Loyal  Subjects,  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany lately  gone  for  New  England."  Probably  most 
of  the  names  of  the  emigrating  portion  of  the  Com- 
pany were  attached  to  it ;  although  in  the  printed 
copy  but  seven  are  preserved.  Two  of  these,  Charles 
Fines,  or  Fiennes,  and  George  Phillips,  there  appear  for 
the  first  time.  Fines  changed  his  mind  at  the  last 
moment,  and  did  not  come  to  this  country.  In  the 
old  patent  of  Connecticut,  of  which  he  was  a  grantee, 
he  is  designated  as  the  Hon.  Charles  Fiennes,  Esq. 
Fiennes  was  the  family  name  of  the  Viscounts  Say 
and  Sele  ;  and  by  two  marriages,  at  different  periods, 
it  was  introduced  into  the  family  of  the  Earls  of  Lin- 
coln. Theophilus,  then  Earl  of  Lincoln,  had  a  brother 
<1 
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Charles.  The  person  referred  to  above  may  have  been 
the  same,  or  he  may  have  been  a  younger  brother  of 
Viscount  Say  and  Sele.  The  Viscount  was  leader  of 
the  Puritan  party  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  his  son 
Nathaniel  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  of  opposition 
in  the  House  of  Commons ;  according  to  Clarendon, 
"  a  great  manager  of  the  most  secret  designs  from  the 
beginning,"  one  who  was  "for  root  and  branch  ";  a  radi- 
cal phrase  among  those  who  sought  an  entire  revolu- 
tion of  the  government. 

Rev.  George  Phillips  was  born  at  Raynham,  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  was  educated  at  Cam- 
bridge. He  was  settled  in  the  ministry  at  Boxted,  in 
Essex  or  Suffolk ;  ^  but  being  persecuted  for  noncon- 
formity, was  induced  to  join  the  colonists  who  sailed 
with  Winthrop.  He  was  the  first  minister  of  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  and  died  there  in  1644.  His  knowledge 
of  the  original  languages  of  Scripture  is  said  to  have 
been  extensive,  and  he  was  considered  an  able  contro- 
versial writer.  From  him  have  descended  the  many 
respectable  persons  of  the  name  residing  in  and  around 
Boston." 


•  There  is  a  singular  confusion  of  statement  respecting  the  place  of  Mr. 
Phillips'  ministry,  whether  it  was  Boxford  or  Boxted ;  and  if  Boxted, 
whether  it  was  in  Suffolk,  or  Essex.  Mather  makes  it  Boxford  in  Essex  ; 
Hubbard  Boxted  in  Essex ;  and  Dr.  Francis,  Boxted  in  Suffolk.  There  is 
a  Boxford  in  Suffolk,  but  none  in  Essex.  There  is  a  Boxted  in  each  of  the 
two  counties.  The  place  of  his  birth  we  suppose  to  be  Raynham,  instead 
of  Raymond,  as  Mather  has  it. 

*  Mather's  Magnalla,  lib.  iii.  ch.  iv.     Francis's  Hist,  of  Watertoton,  33-6. 
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Nicholas  West, 

Kellam  Browne. 
These  persons  were  among  those  who,  on  the  29th 
of  August,  1629,  signed  an  agreement  to  embark  for 
New  England ;  but  they  never  came  over,  and  nothing 
is  known  concerning  them. 


,  We  have  thus  endeavored  to  bring  together  the 
names  of  persons  composing  the  Company  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  as  it  existed  in  England.  We  are  con- 
scious that  any  list  formed  at  the  present  day  must  be 
imperfect.  There  were  often  present  at  the  meetings 
individuals,  who  are  simply  referred  to  as  "  the  gene- 
rality." Of  how  large  a  number  this  generality,  or 
body  of  the  Company,  consisted,  it  is  impossible  to 
determine.  Our  catalogue  contains,  doubtless,  the 
greater  proportion  of  members,  and  all  who  were  at 
all  prominent  or  influential.  It  is  made  up  of  the 
original  patentees,  the  signers  of  the  instructions  to 
Endicott,  the  grantees  designated  in  the  Charter,  the 
subscribers  to  the  stock,  enumerated  in  the  memoran- 
dum of  May,  1628,  and  persons  mentioned  in  the 
Records  in  a  way  to  indicate  their  membership  ;  these 
last  being  aiTanged,  for  the  most  part,  according  to 
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the  dates  of  their  first  appearance  in  that  docu- 
ment. A  few  names  have  been  gathered  from  other 
sources. 

Whether  we  consider  the  private  history  or  the 
combined  proceedings  of  this  association,  we  are  con- 
strained to  pronounce  it  a  remarkable  body  of  men. 
Purity  of  motive,  greatness  of  purpose,  boldness  of 
action,  and  policy  of  conduct,  have  seldom  been  so 
equally  united.  There  were  among  them  men  of  cul- 
ture, —  in  some  cases,  to  the  extent  of  profound  learn- 
ing ;  men  of  business  talent,  manifested  by  successful 
enterprise ;  men  of  philanthropic  zeal,  and  men  of  far- 
reaching  political  designs.  To  call  them  pious  men, 
seeking  to  provide  a  refuge  from  religious  persecution, 
expresses  but  a  portion  of  the  motives  by  which  they 
were  actuated.  The  idea  of  civil  liberty  was  insepara- 
bly connected  with  that  of  religious  freedom,  in  the 
conception  and  in  the  execution  of  their  plans. 

The  remark  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  that  "  It  was 
doubted  they  would  in  a  short  time  wholly  shake  off 
the  royal  jurisdiction  of  the  Sovereign  Magistrate," 
shows  how  early  their  aspirations  for  an  independent 
and  popular  government  were  manifested.  The  ex- 
ceedingly liberal  charter  granted  them  by  the  King,  is 
attributed  to  his  desire  to  get  them  out  of  the  way ; 
as  a  fear  of  the  republican  tendencies  of  their  growing 
Colony  was  his  motive  for  prohibiting  emigration  af- 
terwards, when  a  free  outlet  for  discontented  spirits 
might  have  saved  his  throne.     But  the  little  cloud,  no 
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bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  was  suffered  to  gather  and 
spread,  until  it  broke  over  his  kingdom. 

The  important  consequences  resulting  from  the  poli- 
tical principles  of  the  emigrants  to  Massachusetts, 
have  been  fully  recognized  and  clearly  exhibited,  with 
respect  to  this  country,  by  both  British  and  American 
writers.^  Yet  the  influences  emanating  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  Company  which  remained  in  England,  have 
not  been  investigated  as  they  deserve  to  be.  The  part 
taken  by  them  in  the  Revolution  of  1640,  has  been 
mixed  up  with  the  movements  of  the  general  body  of 
Puritans,  and  not  viewed  by  itself,  as  a  just  apprecia- 
tion of  its  nature  and  extent  requires.  We  know  not 
how  nearly  true  it  may  prove,  that  this  little  band,  and 
its  immediate  friends,  were  the  leaven  that  aflected  the 
whole  mass  of  the  community  ;  and  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a  liberal  government  in  New  England  was  but 
one  of  the  consequences  of  its  organization. 

After  the  transfer  of  the  Charter  to  M.'issachusetts, 
the  transactions  of  the  Company  appear  to  have  been 
merged  in  those  of  the  Colony ;  yet  a  company  organ- 
ization must  have  been  maintained,  subsequently,  for 
certain  purposes.  There  had  been  appointed  ten  un- 
dertakers, or  managers  of  the  common  stock,  five  of 
whom  were  to  reside  in  England ;  and  the  corporate 
affairs  continued  unsettled  for  many  years.  So  late  as 
1638,  George  Harwood,  the  treasurer  in  England,  was 
called  upon  by  the  General  Court  to  render  his  ac- 

'  See,  for  example,  Robertson's  America,  lib.  x. 
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count.  Thus  mutual  interests  must  have  served  as  a 
bond  of  union  among  the  original  members  of  the  Com- 
pany, long  after  it  was  apparently  dissolved  by  the 
surrender  of  its  constitution  to  the  Colony. 

The  fortunes  of  the  colonists  have  so  exclusively 
attracted  the  attention  of  historians,  that  their  former 
associates  have  been  left  in  comparative  obscurity.  It 
is  due  to  the  merit  and  services  of  these  associates, 
that  they  should  be  rescued  from  undeserved  neglect. 
We  are  sanguine  in  the  belief,  that  a  diligent  inquirer 
in  England,  suitably  prepared  with  data  for  the  direc- 
tion of  his  investigations,  might  accumulate  materials 
for  a  complete  and  most  interesting  memorial.  We 
shall  close  our  own  condensed  narration,  by  recurring 
to  some  of  the  circumstances  already  brought  to  view, 
which  may  indicate  the  kind  and  degree  of  interest  an 
elaborate  history  of  the  Massachusetts  Company  would 
be  likely  to  possess. 

The  amount  of  political  influence  that  can  be  traced 
directly  to  members  of  the  Company,  is  a  fact  of  strik- 
ing significance,  and  leads  to  an  inference  of  combined 
action,  as  well  as  community  of  sentiment.  The  town 
of  Dorchester,  where  the  Company  had  its  origin, 
has  been  described  as  one  of  the  earliest  positions  for- 
tified against  Charles  I.  —  as  "  particularly  disaffected 
to  the  royal  cause,  more  so  than  any  place  in  Eng- 
land ;  "  and  as  "  the  magazine  whence  the  other  places 
were    supplied    with    the    principles    of    rebellion."  ^ 

*  See  anie^  p.  xxii. 
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When  the  adventurers  from  the  two  counties  of  Dorset 
and  Lincoln  had  united  to  establish  their  head-quarters 
at  London,  they  were  joined  by  many  of  the  most 
prominent  and  wealthy  citizens,  as  well  as  by  men  of 
standing  from  most  of  the  country  shires.  Clarendon 
says  of  London,  that  it  was  "  the  sink  of  all  the  ill 
humor  in  the  kingdom^"  meaning,  that  the  revolution- 
ary tendencies  existing  in  the  kingdom  were  there 
concentrated  and  strengthened.  If  Parliament  never 
became,  like  the  National  Assembly  of  France,  the  ser- 
vant of  the  populace,  it  was  often  impelled  by  the 
popular  voice  of  the  city,  while  it  was  sustained  by  its 
physical  strength  and  pecuniary  resources.  When  we 
find  in  our  Company  the  wealthy  merchants,  the  com- 
manders of  the  military  bands,  and  the  chief  municipal 
officers,  we  may  form  some  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  public  sentiment  they  would  be  likely  to  control. 
Samuel  Vassall  was  one  of  the  first  to  resist  the  pay- 
ment of  illegal  taxes.  Hampden's  case  was  only  more 
conspicuous  from  having  been  selected  for  trial  by  the 
King's  Council ;  an  honor  that  Lord  Say  made  great 
efforts  to  secure  to  himself.^  John  Venn,  commander 
of  the  train-bands,  led  the  six  thousand  citizens  who 
surrounded  the  House  of  Peers  during  the  trial  of 
Strafford,  and  shouted  "  Justice  !  Justice  !  "  Thomas 
Andrews,  the  Lord  Mayor,  assisted  by  Alderman  Bate- 
man,  and  others,  proclaimed  the  abolition  of  kingly 
government ,  his  predecessor  having  declined  to  per- 

1  Clarendon,  286. 
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form  that  office.  We  refer  to  these  cases  now,  merely 
to  exemplify  the  character  and  position  of  the  London 
members.  Owen  Rowe,  "  that  fire-brand  of  the  city," 
and  John  Hewson,  the  bold  shoemaker,  might  be  ad- 
duced for  the  same  purpose.  Not  only  the  corporate 
authorities  and  organized  bodies,  but  the  masses  of  the 
metropolis,  must  have  had  great  weight  in  the  affairs 
of  the  period  ;  and  many  of  the  most  active  agitators 
in  the  various  classes  of  society  were  connected  with 
the  Massachusetts  Company. 

We  find  equal  evidence  of  influence  in  Parliament. 
Many  of  the  Company  were  members  of  the  Long  Par- 
liament. Their  particular  friends  were  its  acknow- 
ledged leaders  in  both  houses.  Among  the  Peers, 
Viscount  Say  and  Sele,  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  Lord 
Mandeville,  son-in-law  to  Warwick,  are  specially  desig- 
nated by  Clarendon,  as  chief  managers.  The  intimate 
connection  of  the  two  former  with  New  England  is 
well  known.  If  not  members  of  the  Company,  as  they 
may  have  been,  they  were  patentees  under  other 
grants,  and  personally  concerned  in  the  colonization 
of  the  country.^  In  the  House  of  Commons,  Pym, 
Hampden,  Harry  Vane,  and  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  were 
principal  leaders.  Vane  had  been  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  Fiennes  was  the  son  of  Lord  Say  and  Sele. 
Clarendon  states,  that  Pym,  Hampden,  and  St.  John, 

'  The  Earl  of  Warwick  succeeded  Gorges,  as  President  of  the  Council 
established  at  Plymouth.  He  surrendered  his  private  patent  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Company.  Viscount  Say  and  Sele,  John  Hampden,  Pym,  and 
others,  were  patentees  of  Connecticut. 
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with  the  three  lords  mentioned  above,  "were  of  the 
most  intimate  and  entire  trust  with  each  other,  and 
made  the  engine  which  moved  all  the  rest ;  "  and  that 
Vane  and  Fiennes  were  admitted  into  their  full  confi- 
dence.^ With  these  leaders,  the  members  of  the  Com- 
pany must  have  had  the  closest  relations ;  and  hence, 
perhaps,  their  selection  for  many  responsible  duties. 
The  Committee  on  Religion  was  considered  the  most 
important  committee  of  Parliament.  By  its  agency, 
the  ecclesiastical  system  of  the  kingdom  was  attacked, 
and  those  measures  conceived  and  matured,  that  were 
to  operate  on  the  religious  enthusiasm  of  the  people. 
Of  this,  John  White,  the  Counsellor,  was  chairman ; 
and  Cradock,  Brereton,  and  Spurstow,  were  members. 

In  1643,  the  fortunes  of  Charles  appeared  to  be  in 
the  ascendant.  His  troops  were  victorious,  and  his 
opponents  were  weakened  by  disunion.  The  Scotch 
and  English  Presbyterians  hated  the  Independents, 
almost  as  much  as  they  hated  Episcopacy ;  much  more 
than  they  disliked  Monarchy.  A  combination  of  saga- 
city and  decision  might,  as  it  seemed,  have  easily  re- 
established the  authority  of  the  King ;  but  the  saga- 
city and  decision  were  on  the  other  side.  In  that 
crisis  of  affairs,  Parliament  sent  commissioners  to  Scot- 
land, with  ample  powers  to  treat  for  a  nearer  union 
and  confederacy.  These  were  the  Earl  of  Rutland,  Sir 
William  Armyne,  Harry  Vane,  Thomas  Hatcher,  and 
Henry  Darley ;  attended  by  Philip  Nye,  and  Stephen 

'  Hist.ofReb.  291. 
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Marshall,  whose  daughter  Nye  had  married.  It  was, 
however,  upon  the  diplomatic  subtlety  of  Vane,  and 
the  great  shrewdness  of  Nye,  who  was  "  seldom,  if 
ever,  outwitted,"  that  Parliament  depended  for  the 
success  of  the  mission.  When  it  was  ascertained  that 
no  conciliation  could  be  effected  without  an  adoption 
of  the  Scottish  Covenant,  Sir  Harry  Vane  contrived  to 
render  the  bitter  alternative  more  palatable  to  the 
English,  by  inserting  phraseology  which  admitted  of 
double  construction.  By  this  means  the  two  houses  of 
Parliament,  and  the  Westminster  Assembly  of  Divines 
and  Laymen,  were  induced  to  meet,  for  the  purpose  of 
signifying  their  concurrence.  At  this  point,  we  find 
John  White,  the  Minister,  and  Philip  Nye,  combining 
their  efforts  to  smooth  the  way  for  a  disagreeable 
act  of  necessity.  Mr.  White's  prayer,  an  hour  in 
length,  and  Mr.  Nye's  introductory  speech,  are  all  the 
ceremonies  noticed,  before  taking  the  question  on  a 
measure  that  manifestly  turned  the  dubious  scale 
against  the  King.^ 

It  is  only  to  the  most  prominent  instances  of  parlia- 
mentary influence,  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Company,  that  we  propose  to  refer.  Their 
names  are  found  in  the  Committee  of  Safety,  that  sat 
during  the  recess ;  among  the  treasurers  appointed  to 


1  Ikir,  Nye's  Speech  was  printed,  and  is  entitled,  "  An  Exhortation  to  the 
Taking  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Corenant."  Another  of  his  tracts  bears 
this  title :  "  The  Excellency  and  Lawfulness  of  the  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant ;  in  a  Speech  to  the  House  of  Commons,"  1643.  From  which  it 
appears,  that  he  had  previously  advocated  the  measure  in  Parliament. 
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receive  into  their  custody  the  contributions  and  other 
resources  raised  for  the  support  of  the  war ;  among 
the  keepers  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Parliament;  and  in 
the  Committees  selected  to  treat  with  the  King. 

We  may  believe  the  influence  of  our  Company 
among  the  military  to  have  been  by  no  means  incon- 
siderable ;  since  Brereton  and  Hewson  were  major- 
generals,  and  Venn,  Rowe,  and  others,  were  officers  of 
rank  in  the  service. 

But  it  is  among  the  clergy,  and  in  the  affairs  of  reli- 
gion, that  we  should  naturally  expect  to  find  the  prin- 
ciples of  these  men  most  influentially  manifested.  In 
the  Assembly  of  Divines,  whose  session,  contempora- 
neous with  that  of  Parliament,  may  be  considered  as 
its  aid  and  adjunct,  the  venerable  patriarch  of  Dor- 
chester was  one  of  those  most  relied  on  for  counsel ; 
while,  in  the  pulpits  of  the  metropolis,  Hugh  Peters 
thundered  out  his  denunciations  of  royalty  and  its 
adherents,^  for  which  he  paid  dearly,  with  his  head,  at 
the  Restoration.' 

All  these  varied  agencies,  earnestly  and  effectively 
working  out  a  revolution  in  the  government,  intended 
to  vindicate  the  rights  and  secure  the  freedom  of  the 
people,  were  consummated  by  the  trial  and  execution 

1  "  The  following  was  a  favorite  text  among  the  enthusiasts  of  that  age  : 
•  Let  the  high  praises  of  God  be  in  the  mouths  of  his  saints,  and  a  twofold 
sword  in  their  hands,  to  execute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen  and  punish- 
ment upon  the  people ;  to  bind  their  kings  with  chains  and  their  nobles 
with  fetters  of  ii'on ;  to  execute  upon  them  the  judgments  written :  This 
honor  have  all  his  saints.'  Ps.  cxlLx.  v.  6,  7,  8,  9.  Hugh  Peters,  the  mad 
chaplain  of  Cromwell,  preached  frequently  on  this  text."  —  Hume,  oh.  lix. 
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of  the  King ;  and,  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice  ap- 
pointed for  his  trial,  were  five  or  six  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Company.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  selected 
for  the  purpose  of  first  proclaiming  the  act  abolishing 
kingly  government,  was,  as  before  stated,  one  of  the 
Company ;  and  the  Governor  of  Windsor  Castle,  (Col. 
Whichcot,)  who  presided  at  his  burial,  and  forbade 
the  use  of  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  may  have  been 
a  member  also. 

Although  the  transactions,  in  which  the  members  of 
the  Company  took  so  active  a  part,  may  be  condemned 
by  many,  as  the  fruits  of  enthusiasm  carried  to  an 
unwarrantable  excess,  yet  we  believe  a  careful  examin- 
ation would  prove  their  acts  to  have  been  dictated  by 
a  high  and  consistent  purpose ;  and  their  zeal  even  to 
have  been  tempered  with  moderation,  though  seldom 
checked  by  fear  of  consequences.  Constitutional  lib- 
erty was  the  end  they  had  in  view.  They  were  pre- 
pared to  go  to  any  lengths  for  gaining  that  object ; 
but  they  did  not  generally  fall  into  the  error  of  creat- 
ing a  new  despotism  on  the  ruins  of  an  old  one. 
They  were  by  no  means  favorably  disposed  to  the 
usurpations  of  Cromwell ;  though  they  may  have  per- 
ceived the  temporary  necessity  of  placing  the  reins  of 
government  in  a  strong  hand. 

Among  the  judges  at  the  King's  trial,  John  Venn, 
Owen  Rowe,  and  John  Hewson,  were  in  favor  of  ex- 
treme measures  ;  but  Sir  William  Brereton,  John 
Browne,  and  Richard  Darley,  (Henry's  brother,)  de- 
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clined  acting ;  and  Thomas  Andrews  refused  to  sign 
the  death  warrant. 

When  Cromwell  manifested  a  disposition  to  rule  by 
military,  instead  of  constitutional  authority,  he  came 
near  being  treated  as  Charles  had  been  before  him; 
but  was  upheld  by  native  ability,  as  well  as  by  contin- 
gent circumstances.  Sir  Harry  Vane  was  a  thorn  in 
his  side,  losing  no  opportunity  to  remind  him  that  he 
was  not  keeping  good  faith  with  the  people.  Samuel 
Vassall,  although  one  of  the  first  to  resist  the  authority 
of  Charles,  was  seized,  in  1648,  by  the  army,  for  vot- 
ing that  the  King's  answers  to  the  propositions  of  Par- 
liament were  a  ground  for  peace.  As  John  Venn  had 
led  a  tumult  of  citizens,  at  the  trial  of  Strafford,  to 
enforce  his  condemnation,  so,  in  1647,  Thomas  Adams, 
then  Alderman  of  London,  assisted  in  raising  the  citi- 
zens against  certain  measures  of  Parliament,  and  was 
sent  to  the  Tower.  At  a  later  period,  Adams  was 
excluded  from  Parliament  by  Cromwell,  when  Hazlerig 
and  other  staunch  republicans  were  ejected  as  unman- 
ageable. Generally,  however,  the  friends  of  a  constitu- 
tional and  popular  government  were  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  silence  or  acquiescence,  by  the  want  of 
power  to  withstand  the  usual  reactive  tendencies  of  a 
revolution.  They  could  only  refuse  to  sign  the  engage- 
ment not  to  disturb  his  government,  which  Cromwell 
exacted  as  a  qualification  for  office  ;  a  course  adopted 
by  many  republicans,  who  thus  materially  diminished 
their  means  of  influence. 
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Our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  trace  the  political 
influence  of  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Company, 
even  to  the  extent  that  our  imperfect  investigations 
would  admit.  It  is,  in  our  judgment,  justifiable  and 
proper,  to  regard  that  influence  as  a  unity,  emanating 
from  them  as  a  body ;  and  when  we  reflect  upon  the 
proportion  which  that  body,  of  little  more  than  a  hun- 
dred men,  reduced  by  emigration  to  a  much  smaller 
number,  bears  to  the  whole  intelligent  population  of 
the  kingdom,  or  even  to  the  whole  Puritan  party,  we 
shall  be  struck  with  the  relative  proportion  of  import- 
ant positions  they  filled,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
parts  they  sustained,  in  the  great  events  of  their  time. 
The  lessons  of  popular  resistance  to  oppression,  which 
they  taught,  have  never  been  forgotten.  Not  the 
resistance  of  brute  force,  save  as  a  secondary  means, 
but  of  mind  —  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  power 
native  to  man,  against  the  power  of  prerogative  and 
the  prestiges  of  rank  and  station.  Their  example  has 
sometimes  been  abused,  to  evil  ends ;  but  its  tendency 
is  to  improve  the  condition  and  elevate  the  character 
of  the  human  race.  When  the  orators  of  our  own 
Republic,  in  dwelling  upon  the  blessings  of  freedom, 
speak  of  our  Revolutionary  Sires,  and  the  Cradle  where 
Liberty  was  rocJied,  we  may,  without  impropriety,  carry 
our  thoughts  back  to  an  older  generation  and  an  ear- 
lier birth,  than  those  of  1776  ;  or  blend  those  epochs 
that,  under  different  circumstances,  have  been  marked 
by  the  same  ancestral  spirit. 
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It  is  a  just  remark  of  the  author  of  the  Life  of  Sir 
Harry  Vane,  "  that  the  history  of  the  Long  Parliament 
has  never  yet  been  written."^  This  Parliament  has 
been  characterized  as  comprising  "a  set  of  the  greatest 
geniuses  for  government,  that  the  world  ever  saw  em- 
barked together  in  one  common  cause."  ^  The  study 
of  private  life  and  the  details  of  personal  history, 
which  is  beginning  to  distinguish  the  historical  pro- 
ductions of  the  present  age,  can  alone  develop  the 
real  nature  and  guiding  principles  ^f  that  remarkable 
assembly.  In  such  a  study,  no  small  share  of  atten- 
tion will  be  due  to  the  men,  under  whose  auspices  and 
by  whose  agency  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  was 
founded. 

It  is  equally  true,  that  the  history  of  Massachusetts 
remains  to  be  written.  What  extreme  of  our  united 
nation  is  there,  that  has  not  an  interest  in  its  history  ? 
For,  where  have  not  the  descendants  of  its  primitive 
settlers  carried  the  moral  and  political  principles  they 
inherited?  The  "genius  for  government"  of  its  found- 
ers must  be  traced  in  the  records  of  their  legislation, 
and  the  elements  of  its  public  character  be  deduced 
from  an  analysis  of  the  characters  of  its  prominent 
citizens. 

Over  a  portion  of  these  subjects  of  investigation, 
time  has  already  thrown  a  shadow  sufficiently  dense. 


'  Life  of  Sir  Henry  Vaiie,  by  Charles  Wentworth.  Upham.    Sparks's  Amer- 
ican Biography,  vol.  4. 
*  Warburton. 
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to  demand  the  scrutinizing  optics  of  the  antiquary 
This  portion  our  Society  has  adopted,  as  affording  a 
field  of  antiquarian  labor  not  less  legitimate  than  the 
surveys  of  aboriginal  mounds,  or  a  comparison  of 
native  American  dialects.  But  the  volume,  which  it 
is  now  sought  to  render  accessible  and  familiar  to  the 
community,  is  only  the  commencement  of  a  public  ser- 
vice that  should  be  continued  and  extended;  and 
to  the  Commonwealth  itself  appropriately  belongs  the 
care  of  preserving,  in  a  permanent  and  intelligible 
form,  the  documents  that  lie  at  the  foundation  of  its 
government,  and  constitute  the  basis  of  its  history. 


An  Alphabetical  Catalogue  of  the  Company  is  sub- 
joined, for  the  convenience  of  reference  : 


Abrie, 

Simon  Bradstreet, 

A.  C, 

Sir  William  Brereton. 

Thomas  Adams, 

Francis  Bright, 

Samuel  Aldersey, 

John  Browne, 

Thomas  Andrews, 

Samuel  Browne, 

John  Archer, 

Kellam  Browne, 

Andrew  Arnold, 

William  Burgess, 

Backhouse, 

Burnell, 

Daniel  Ballard, 

Richard  Bushord, 

Bateman, 

Joseph  Caron, 

Richard  Bellingham, 

Clarke, 

Bilson, 

William  Coddington, 

Job  Bradshawe, 

William  Colbron, 

Joseph  Bradshawe, 

Edward  Cooke, 
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Christopher  Coulson, 
Matthew  Cradock, 
Robert  Crane, 
William  Crowther, 
William  Darby, 
Henry  Darley, 
John  Davenport/ 
Richard  Davis, 
Emanuel  Downing, 
Thomas  Dudley, 
Theophilus  Eaton, 
John  Endicott, 
Charles  Fines. 
Francis  Flyer, 
Edward  Forde, 
George  Foxcroft, 
John  Glover, 
Thomas  Goffe, 
George  Harwood, 
George  Hewson, 
John  Hewson, 
Thomas  Hewson, 
Francis  Higginson, 
Daniel  Hodsen, 
William  Hubbard, 
John  Humphrey, 
Thomas  Hutchins, 
Ironside, 

1  While  this  sheet  is  passing 
the  pamphlets  in  the  Library 

.s- 


Sir  Brian  Janson, 
Isaac  Johnson, 
Roger  Ludlowe, 
Nathaniel  Manstreye, 
Peter  Milburne, 
Increase  Nowell, 
Philip  Nye, 
Joseph  Offield, 
Abraham  Palmer, 
Richard  Perry, 
Hugh  Peters, 
George  Phillips, 
John  Pocock, 
Thomas  Puliston, 
William  Pynchon, 
John  Revell, 
Edward  Rossiter, 
Sir  Henry  Roswell, 
Owen  Rowe, 
Sir  Richard  Saltonstall, 
Humphrey  Scale, 
Samuel  Sharpe, 
Thomas  Sharpe, 
Samuel  Skelton, 
John  Smith, 
Thomas  Southcot, 

Spurstow,^ 

Thomas  Stevens, 

through  the  press,  we  have  found,  among 
of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  a  black-letter 
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Richard  TufFneale,  John  Winthrop, 

Samuel  Vassall,  Simon  Whetcomb, 

William  Vassall,  Charles  Whichcote, 

John  Venn,  Edmund  White, 

Wade,  John  White,  The  Minister, 

Walgrave,  John  White,  The  Counsellor, 


Henry  Waller,  Richard  White, 

Nathaniel  Ward,  Woodgate, 

John  Washborne,  Nathaniel  Wright, 

George  Waye,  Wynche, 

Francis  Webb,  James  Young, 

Thomas  Webb,  Sir  John  Young, 

Nicholas  West^  Richard  Young. 

copy  of  *'  The  TMrty-nine  Articles,"  -with  the  following  attestation  indorsed 
upon  it :  "  Novemb.  7th,  1628. 

"  John  Davenport,  Clerk,  Vicar  of  St.  Stephens,  in  Coleman  Street,  Lon- 
don, did,  this  day  above  written,  being  Sunday,  pnbliquely  read  this  booke 
of  Articles  herein  contayned,  being  in  number  39  besides  y«  the  ratifica- 
con,  and  declared  his  full  and  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  thereunto,  in 
the  tyme  of  Morning  Prayer,  next  after  the  Second  Lesson,  before  the 
whole  Congregacon.  As  also  the  sayd  John  did,  the  same  day,  administer 
the  Holy  Communion  in  the  sayd  parish,  in  his  surplis,  according  to 
y«  order  prescribed  by  y^  Church  of  England  ;  in  ye  presence  of  these 
whose  names  are  here  underwritten.  Henry  Wood, 

Churchwardens,  Wm.  Spurstowe, 

KoBERT  Holmes.  Samuel  Aldersey, 

Rich.  Symonds, 
Thomas  Newton, 
John  Wells, 
William  Hill." 
This  is  a  very  interesting  memorandum.     It  shows  the  manner  in  which 
ministers  were  obliged  to  exhibit  evidence  of  conformity.     It  also  indicates 
that  Spurstow  and  Aldersey,  members  of  the  Company,  were,  at  that  time, 
parishioners  of  Davenport ;  and  that  the  baptismal  name  of  the  former  was 
^Villiam.     See  ante,  pp.  xciv  -  v. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  correct  the  statement,  derived  from  Mather 
and  others,  that  ;Mr.  Davenport's  father  was  Mayor  of  Coventry.  Henry 
Davenport,  the  l^Iayor,  may  have  been  his  grandfather,  or  his  uncle,  but 
was  not  his  father. 
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The  following  persons,  named  in  the  Records,  ma}^, 
some  of  them,  have  been  members  of  the  Company ; 
others  merely  furnished  supplies  for  the  ships,  or  were 
otherwise  employed  in  its  service  : 

William  Barkley,  Thomas  Beecher,  master  of  the 
ship  Talbot  ;  John  Betts,  Felix  Boreman,  Richard 
Bowry,  Thomas  Brickhead,  Edward  Casson,  merchant 
tailor ;  Robert  Charlton,  Joseph  Churchill,  Richard 
Claydon,  carpenter  ;  Barnaby  Claydon,  Thomas  Cony,^ 
Mr.  Durbridge,  James  Edmonds,  sailor  and  fisherman  ; 
Mr.  Gardener,  Henry  Gauden,  master  of  the  ship  Abi- 
gail ;  John  Gace,  turner ;  John  Gladwing,  Thomas 
Graves,  engineer ;  Thomas  Hanscombe,  Robert  Bar- 
rett, Gawen  Helme,  Francis  Johnson,^  Mr.  Joyce,^ 
Jarvis  Kerke,  Humphrey  Lewis,  John  Malbon,  worker 
in  iron ;  Mr.  Mayo,  Sydrach  Miller,  cooper  and  cleaver ; 
Barnard   Mitchell,  Robert   Morley,   barber   surgeon  ; 

•  This  may  be  the  person  called  by  Clarendon  "  One  Cony,  an  eminent 
fanatic,"  who  had  been  a  warm  friend  of  Cromwell,  but  resisted  his  extra- 
ordinary taxes,  as  Hampden  had  resisted  those  of  the  King.  Ke  was  sent 
to  the  Tower,  and  employed  counsel  in  his  defence.  Being  remonstrated 
with  by  Cromwell,  he  replied,  by  quoting  Cromwell's  own  language,  "  that 
all  who  submitted  to  and  paid  illegal  taxes  were  more  to  blame,  and  greater 
enemies  to  their  country,  than  they  who  imposed  them."  Clarendon,  2899. 
Thomas  Cony  is  mentioned  m  Savage's  "  Gleanmgs,"  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  3d 
se.  vol.  viii. 

*  Francis  Johnson  is  the  first  name  mentioned  in  the  Records.  It  appears 
in  connection  with  certain  supplies  for  the  ships,  and  does  not  occur  again. 
It  is  possible  that  he  may  be  Francis  Johnson,  who  was  an  ejected  minister, 
and  became  one  of  Cromwell's  chaplains.  He  is  said  to  have  had  no  very 
good  elocution,  and  took  no  charge  after  his  ejection,  but  lived  many  years 
in  Gray's  Inn  Lane,  London,  and  died  in  1677.     Calamy,  ii.  o9. 

'  We  would  simply  remind  the  reader,  that  the  officer  who,  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1647,  seized  the  person  of  the  King  at  Holdenby,  and  conducted  him 
to  the  army,  was  "one  Joyce,  an  active  agitator."  See  Clarendon,  p.  2145. 
Hume,  ch.  lix. 
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Eobert  Moulton,  shipwright ;  John  Pratt,  surgeon ; 
William  Rovell,  ship-master;  Lawrence  Roe,  Robert 
Seale,  apprentice  ;  William  Sherman,  John  Whitt, 
Ralph  White,  John  Wise,  shoemaker. 


THE  COMPANY'S  RECORDS. 


RECORDS   OF  THE   COMPANY  OF  THE  MASSACHU- 
SETTS  BAY  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

[It  will  be  observed,  by  those  who  compare  such  portions  of  the 
Records  as  have  been  inserted  in  other  works,  with  the  present 
publication,  that  there  are  here,  sometimes,  different  readings  of 
the  text,  and  different  statements  with  regard  to  matters  of  fact  in 
the  annotations.  These  variations  are  not  adopted  in  a  spirit  of 
captious  criticism,  nor  with  invidious  claims  to  superior  accuracy. 
They  result  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  original  manuscript, 
and  contemporary  documents,  under  all  the  advantages  afforded  by 
the  labors  of  previous  writers. 

The  supposition  of  Dr.  Young,  in  his  "  Chronicles  of  Massachu- 
setts,'''' that  the  earliest  memoranda  relate  to  the  outfit  of  the  vessels 
that  "  carried  out  Higginson  and  his  company,  and  sailed  in  April 
and  May  "  [June]  1629,  is  believed  to  be  erroneous.  The  first 
entries,  as  far  as  the  words  "  To  provide  to  send  for  New 
England,"  evidently  have  reference  to  the  expedition  under  Endi- 
cott,  which  sailed  in  June  1628.  They  are  made  by  John  Wash- 
borne,  who  appears  to  have  commenced  a  sort  of  record  before 
a  Secretary  was  appointed.  The  "  apparrell "  is  for  one  hundred 
men,  the  number  of  planters  that  Higginson  says  he  found  at 
Salem  on  his  arrival,  (See  his  "  JV.  E.  Plantation.'''')  In  other 
respects  the  particulars  of  the  outfit  better  accord  with  Endicott's 
smaller  party ;  and  moreover,  the  preparations  for  the  expedition 
which  Higginson  accompanied  are  recorded  in  another  place. 

We  regard  these  entries,  though  without  date,  as  standing  in 
strictly  chronological  order.  This  is  an  important  consideration, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  the  only  record  we  possess  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  company  before  it  was  made  a  corporation  by  the  char- 
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ter  from  the  crown.  Its  acts  probably  had  no  legal  sanction,  and 
were  binding  only  in  conscience.  Captain  John  Smith,  in  de- 
scribing the  adventurers  connected  with  the  Plymouth  Colony, 
says,  "  They  are  not  a  corporation,  but  knit  together  by  a  volun- 
tary combination,  in  a  society  without  constraint  or  penalty,  aiming 
to  do  good,  and  to  plant  religion."  {Smith''s  Hist,  of  Virginia,  ii. 
251.)  Such  was,  doubtless,  the  condition  of  the  Massachusetts 
Company,  until  formally  organized  under  the  royal  authority.  It 
is  to  be  presumed  that  proper  account-books  were  kept  for  matters 
of  trade,  and  merely  mercantile  transactions  ;  while  the  incidental 
enterprise  of  establishing  a  religious  colony,  being  at  the  outset  an 
assumption  of  individual  responsibility  rather  than  a  regular  busi- 
ness proceeding,  might  naturally  for  a  time  be  without  a  methodi- 
cal register. 

Thus  we  conceive  the  state  of  the  Record  to  accord  precisely 
with  the  actual  condition  of  things  at  the  time,  and  to  afford  a 
happy  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  an  undertaking,  destined 
to  produce  such  great  results,  commenced. 

We  learn  its  desultory  beginning  from  the  prime  mover  himself. 
According  to  the  narrative  of  White,  in  "  The  Planter's  Plea,''''  only 
a  portion  of  the  mercantile  adventurers  were  disposed  to  forward 
the  plantation  of  a  colony  at  Salem.  Some  of  these  sent  over 
cattle  to  the  few  men  who  had  selected  that  location,  and  conferring 
casually  with  some  gentlemen  of  London,  induced  them  to  add  as 
many  more.  The  subject  was  then  agitated  in  London,  where  it 
was  approved  by  some,  and  disliked  by  others.  Some  individuals 
offered  the  help  of  their  purses  if  fit  men  could  be  procured  to  go 
over  ;  and  inquiry  being  made,  Endicott  was  "  lighted  on  at  last," 
and  accepted  the  proposition  as  soon  as  it  was  tendered.  This 
gave  so  much  encouragement  that  sufficient  money  was  subscribed 
for  procuring  a  patent.  See  Planter'' s  Plea,  eh.  9,  in  Force's  His- 
torical Tracts. 

The  first  date  in  the  Record  is  March  16th,  the  year  not  named ; 
but  it  must  have  been  1628,  (new  style,)  because  there  come  after 
it,  the  dates  of  Feb.  26th,  March  2d,  3d,  5th,  6th,  9th,  10th,  12th, 
and  IQth  of  1629.  Nothing  in  the  manuscript  indicates  a  mis- 
placing of  dates. 

It  was  in  March,  1628,  (new  style,)  that  Endicott  united  with 
Sir  Henry  Roswell,  Sir  John  Young,  &c.,  in  the  purchase  of  the 
territory  between  Merrimack  and  Charles  Rivers  from  the  Council 
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of  Plymouth.  He  did  not  wait  for  a  charter  from  the  King,  but 
sailed  on  the  20th  of  June  following,  nearly  a  year  preceding  the 
embarkation  of  Higginson. 

It  is  interesting  to  establish  the  fact,  that  these  imperfect  memo- 
randa belong  to  that  inchoate  period  of  the  Company's  history 
when  the  Dorsetshire  men  and  the  Lincolnshire  men  first  combined 
their  efforts  for  planting  a  colony.  The  Record  becomes  gradually 
more  full  and  methodical  as  an  organization  is  perfected,  and  is 
thus  indicative  of  the  various  stages  of  progress.  In  this  view  its 
preliminary  pages  acquire  an  importance,  and  even  a  degree  of 
completeness,  they  have  not  heretofore  been  supposed  to  possess. 

By  adopting  too  implicitly  the  careless  statements  of  contempo- 
rary writers,  or  standard  authors  entitled  to  general  confidence, 
upon  points  not  deemed  by  them  of  sufficient  consideration  to 
demand  critical  accuracy,  little  errors,  incidentally  affecting  mat- 
ters of  greater  moment,  are  often  perpetuated. 

Deputy  Governor  Dudley,  in  his  letter  to  the  Countess  of  Lin- 
coln, speaks  as  if  the  movement  for  a  plantation  began  in  Lincoln- 
shire ;  which  other  evidence  proves  to  be  an  incorrect  representa- 
tion. He  also  conveys  the  impression,  which  Hubbard  in  his  his- 
tory converts  into  a  direct  statement,  that  Endicott  was  not  sent 
over  till  after  a  charter  was  obtained  from  the  crown.  The  authen- 
tic dates  of  the  two  events  show  a  precedence  of  nearly  a  year 
for  the  former.  Hutchinson  expresses  an  opinion,  heedlessly  fol- 
lowed to  the  present  day,  that  the  three  persons  first  named  in  the 
grant  from  the  Plymouth  Council,  (Sir  Henry  Roswell,  Sir  John 
Young,  and  Thomas  Southcoat,)  "  had  nothing  more  in  view  than  a 
settlement  for  trade  with  the  natives,  or  for  fishing,  or  other  advan- 
tageous purposes.  As  soon  as  a  colony  for  religion  was  projected, 
we  hear  no  more  of  them."  So  far  is  this  from  being  true,  we  do 
not  hear  of  them  at  all  until  after  the  colony  for  religion  was  pro- 
jected. It  was  after  Endicott  had  been  selected  to  lead  the  enter- 
prise, that  they  united  with  him  in  the  purchase  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory of  Massachusetts  Bay,  apparently,  at  least,  for  the  very  purpose 
of  a  religious  colony  —  certainly  not  merely  for  trade  or  fishery. 
Their  names  stand  first  in  the  subsequent  charter  from  the  King, 
procured  expressly  with  a  view  to  civil  and  religious  organization. 
It  is  more  probable  that  they  disinterestedly  lent  the  weight  of  their 
names,  and  the  aid  of  their  purses,  or  their  credit,  to  an  enterprise 
which  they  favored,  but  in  which  they  did  not  propose  to  be  per- 
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sonally  engaged.  These  persons,  with  their  associates  in  the  orig- 
inal purchase,  (Humphrey,  Endicott,  and  Whetcombe,)  are  called 
by  Hubbard  and  Hutchinson,  Knights  and  Gentlemen  "  about  Dor- 
chester." The  first  three  may  have  lived  in  Dorsetshire  ;  but 
Humphrey,  who  married  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  Endi- 
cott, a  parishioner  of  Skelton,  the  minister  said  by  Hubbard  to  have 
come  from  Lincolnshire,  are  more  likely  to  have  been  Lincolnshire 
men.     There  is  nothing  to  indicate  the  residence  of  Whetcombe. 

Setting  aside  these,  and  other  sources  of  misapprehension,  we 
may  arrive  at  a  tolerably  correct  conception  of  the  state  of  things 
at  the  commencement  of  our  Record. 

A  common,  and  almost  contemporaneous  sentiment  having  sprung 
up  in  Dorsetshire  and  Lincolnshire,  that  a  place  of  refuge  must  be 
provided,  where  puritan  principles  maybe  cherished  and  cultivated 
without  molestation,  the  parties  influenced  by  this  feeling  meet 
and  confer  together  at  the  great  metropolis,  a  point  nearly  equi- 
distant from  either.  John  White  makes  known  the  favorable  oppor- 
tunity existing  at  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  suggestion  is  favorably 
received,  A  suitable  leader  of  an  expedition  is  inquired  for. 
Endicott  is  found,  and  certain  gentlemen  of  standing  and  credit 
are  persuaded  to  assist  in  securing  the  territory.  Lord  Viscount 
Dorchester  is  engaged  to  solicit  a  royal  charter.  Preparations  are 
made  for  Endicott's  early  departure.  The  business  is  conducted 
less  by  the  Company  collectively  than  by  individual  exertion  and 
liberality.  Washborne,  looking  forward  to  the  appointment  of 
Secretary,  begins  to  take  notes  in  his  loose  and  imperfect  manner. 
Certain  articles  are  to  be  provided  by  Francis  Johnson  ;  others  by 
Ralph  White  ;  others  by  the  Deputy  Governor ;  others  by  the  Treas- 
urer ;  and  others  by  Mr.  Vassal. 

Endicott  having  sailed,  it  is  considered  what  things  are  neces- 
sary to  be  sent  after  him  by  the  first  opportunity.  Washborne 
makes  his  memorandum,  "  To  provide  to  send  for  New  England. 
Ministers,  Patent  under  Seal,  a  Seal,"  &c.  &c. 

At  this  point  matters  are  suffered  to  rest,  waiting  for  the  patent, 
and  the  reception  of  intelligence  from  Endicott. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1629,  (new  style,)  letters  were  re- 
ceived from  Endicott,  announcing  his  safe  arrival  at  Salem.  On 
the  23d  of  the  same  month,  a  warrant  is  issued  for  paying  the 
charges  of  his  passage  ;  and  arrangements  are  immediately  en- 
tered into  for  a  new  expedition.     It  appears  from  Governor  Crad- 
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ock's  reply  to  Endicott's  letters,  dated  February  16th,  that  transac- 
tions are  now  "  in  behalf  of  the  whole  company,"  which  was 
"  much  enlarged  "  since  his  departure.  On  the  5th  of  March,  the 
day  after  the  charter  had  passed  the  seals,  Washborne  is  proposed 
for  Secretary,  but  the  decision  is  deferred  till  the  9th,  when  he  is 
engaged  (not  elected)  for  a  year,  "  to  enter  the  Courts,  to  keep 
the  company's  accounts,  &c.,"  on  a  promise  of  faithful  and  diligent 
endeavors  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  that  office. 

On  the  13th  of  May  following,  the  last  Wednesday  in  Easter, 
the  day  assigned  by  the  charter  for  the  choice  of  officers,  occurs 
the  first  general  election  under  the  authority  of  that  instrument. 
William  Burgess  is  chosen  Secretary  in  place  of  Washborne,  who 
was  a  candidate,  but  perhaps  superseded  for  want  of  the  requisite 
qualifications. 

These  explanations,  rendered  necessary  by  the  obscure  and  frag- 
mentary character  of  the  Record  at  its  commencement,  are  believed 
to  be  sufficient  to  set  the  reader  fairly  on  his  way.  How  much  of 
the  beginning  has  been  lost  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture.  The  first 
line  that  is  preserved  is  at  the  very  top  of  the  page  in  the  original ; 
indeed  so  near  the  edge  that  the  upper  portions  of  the  letters  are 
worn  away.] 
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cast  in   the  ballast  of  the  shipps,  h  2  lode  of  chalke  &£  5    A.  D. 
chauldron  of  sea  coales. 
10  thousand  of  bricks. 

Naieles. 
Iron.  Iron  1  tun.  ffr:  Johnson. 

Steele.  Steele  2  fFagotts.^  Ralph  White, 

Red  lead.  Lead  1  ffodder.^  at  corner 

Nayles.  Read  lead  1  barrill.     of  philpot  lane,  for 

Salt.  aquavite. 

Sayle  cloth, 
appl. 

1  A  fagot  of  steel  is  the  quantity  of  120^.  weight.     Chambers's  Un.  Bict. 

2  Fodder,  or  Fother,  a  burden,  a  weight  of  lead  containing  8  pigs,  each  weighing  3 
stone  and  an  half,  reckoned  at  2600  pounds  in  the  book  of  rates,  2200  and  an  half  at 
the  mines,  and  1900  and  an  half  by  the  London  plumbers.    Bailey's  Diet. 
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Apparrell  ffor    100   men. 
A.D. 
1628.   400  peare  of  shewes. 

300  peare   of  stockings,   w^'of  200  pere  Irish,  about    11'^  13'^ 

a  pr.  irf.  Depty. 

1 00  peare  of  knit  stockings,  about  2^  4'^  a  pr.  rrf.  Trer. 

10  dussen  peare  of  Norwich  garters,  about  5^  adussen  pr. 
400  shirts. 
200   sutes   dublett  and  hose,   of  leather,  lyned  with  oild  skyn 

Leather,  y*^  hose  &;  dublet  wth  hookes  &;  eyes. 
100  sutes  of  Norden   dussens,   or  hampsheere  kerseis,  lyned, 

the  hose  wth  skins,  the  dublets  wth  lynen,  of  gilford  or  gedly- 

man  kerseyes,  2s  1 0''  to  35  a  yard,  4|  to  5  y''*  a  sute. 

at  the  George  in  southwarJce. 
400.  bands,  300  playne  falling  bands. ^ 
200  handkerchers. 

100.  Wastcoates  of  greene  Cotton,  bound  about  wth  Red  tape. 
100.  Lether  girdles. 

100  Munmouth  ^  capps,  about  2s  a  peece. 
100.  black  hatts,  lyned  in  the  browes  wth  lether. 
500  Redd  knitt  capps,  milled,  about  5'^  a  peece. 
200  dussen  hookes   &   eyes.    .   &£  small  hookes  k.  eyes  for 

mandillions."' 
16.  dussen  of  gloues,  w'^of  12  dussen  of  Calfs  lether,  h  2 

dussen  tand  sheepes  lether,  k,  2  dussen  kyd. 
ells  sheer  lynnen  ffor  handkerchers. 
i  a  deker  ^  of  Leather,  of  the  best  bend  ^  lether. 

Matts  to  lye  vnder  50  bedds  aboard  shippe. 
50.  Ruggs. 

50  peare  of  blanketts  of  welsh  cotton. 
100  peare  of  sheetes. 

'  For  the  neck,  cravats. 

2  Moumouth  was  noted  for  the  manufacture  of  caps  for  soldiers. 

3  The  Mandilion,  (mandiglione,  It.)  was  a  loose  cassock  for  soldiers.    Bailey. 
*  Ten  hides  constitute  a  dicker  of  leather.    Bailey. 

^  Sole  leather,  cut  from  the  best  part  of  the  hide.       Youiig's  Notes  in  Chronicles  of 
Mass. 
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50  bedtykes  k.  bolsters,  wth  wool  to  put  therein,  skotsh  ticking.    A.D. 
Lynnen  fFor  towells  &  tabelclothes  h  napkins.  ^ 

sea  Chests : 
3  C.  poppering  hopps,  &;  1  C.  pr.ticuler. 

16  March,  agreed  the  apparell  to  bee  100  Man-  Mar.  16. 

dilhons,  lyned  wth  w'.  cotton  12''  a  y'\  breeches 

h   wastcote,  h   100  lether  sutes,  Dubletts  h 

breeches,  of  oyled  lether. 

100  p""  breeches  of  lether,  drawers  to  serue  to 

weare  wth  boeth  there  other  sutes.^ 


nf.  vassall.< 


To  pruide   to    send  for  Newe  England. 
[P]eticon  to  hynder  ye  Ministers. 

[seljling  guns  &  gunpowder. 

,    ,  Pattent  vnder  scale. 

[Rejmembr  if  cattell.2 

o  caolo  men  skylfull  ill  triaking 

aseaie.  ofpuch, 

of  Salt, 
vyne  planters. 

Wheate,  Rye,  barly,  oates,  a  hhed  of  ech 
in  the   eare,   benes,    pease,    stones  of  all 
sorts  of  fruites,  as  peaches,  plummes,  fil- 
berts, cherries,  peare,  aple,  quince  kemells, 
pomegranats. 
Woad  seed. 
Saffron  heads, 
liquorice  seed,  Rootes,  sent 
&,  Madder  Rootes. 
potatoes, 
hoprootes. 
hempeseede. 

0^  fflaxe  seede,  agenst  w'yhter. 
Connys.     (coneys) 
Currant  plants. 

(0™  tame  Turkeys. 
Shewes. 

•  The  preceding  memoranda  are  all  that  can  relate  to  the  preparatipns  for  the  expe- 
dition under  Endicott.  The  next  entry  is  an  enumeration  of  things  proper  to  be  sent 
by  a  subsequent  opportunity. 

^  There  are  some  other  words  in  the  margin  so  illegible  that  it  has  not  been 
deemed  worth  while  to  insert  a  merely  conjectural  reading. 
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■^•^'  lynnen  cloth. 

1628.  ,,  ,     , 

woollen  cloth. 


pewter  botles  of  pyntes  k,  qrts. 

brass  ladells  &;  spoones. 

Coppr    kettells,    of  y*'    f[ren]ch    making, 

w^'^out  barrs  of  Iron  about  them. 

Oyled  Skynnes  of  lether 

Madder  seede. 


1629.        Letters  were  received  from  Endicott  on  the  I3th  of  February,  1629,  an- 

Feb.  16.  nouncing  his  arrival  at  Salem,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of  September,' 

1628.     On  the  16th,  Matthew  Cradock,  in  behalf  of  the  company,  wrote 

the  following  reply.     Endicolt's  letters,  and  a  previous  one  written  by 

Cradock,  unfortunately  are  not  preserved. 

"  Worthy  S"",  &  my  louinge  fFreynd  ;  all  dew  Comendacons  premised 
to  yo"^  self  &  second  self,  [w]ith  harty  well  wishes  from  my  self  & 
many  others,  well  willers  &  Adventurers  in  this  ou[r]  Plantacon,  to  yo' 
self  &  the  Rest  of  yo''  good  Company,  of  whose  safe  arryvall  beeing[e 
n]ow  throughlie  Informed,  by  yo''  Lres  bearinge  date  the  13  Septcmb'^  last, 
wch  came  [t]o  my  hands  the  13.  this  Instant  ffehruary ,  we  doe  not  a  little 
Reioyce ;  &  to  heare  [that]  my  good  Cozen,  yo''  wifFe,  were  prfectly 
Recouered  of  her  healthe,  would  be  [acjceptable  newes  to  vs  all,  wch 
God  graunt,  in  his  good  tyme,  that  wee  may.  Mea[nwh]ile  I  am,  in 
the  behalf  of  ou"^  whole  Company,  (wch  are  much  inlarged  sence  yo^ 
[djeprture  out  of  England,)  to  give  yo^^  harty  thankes  ffor  yo''  lardge 
Advise  [contained  in  thi]s  yo''  letter,  wch  I  haue  fully  imparted  vnto 
them  ;  and  farther  to  [Giue  proof  tha]t  thei  intende  not  to  bee  wantinge  by 
all  good  meanes  to  furd[er  the]  Plantacon  ;  to  wch  purpose,  (god  will- 
inge.)  yo^i  shall  heare  more  at  [another  time,]  &  that  speedily,  there 
beinge  One  Shipp  bought  for  the  Co[mpany,  of  20]0  tunnes,  &  2  others 
hyred,  of  about  200  tunns  each  of  them —  1  of  19  [and  1  of  1]0  peeces 
of  [o]rdnance  ;  besides,  not  vnlike  but  one  other  vessell  shall  [come  in] 
Companie  wth  theise.  In  all  wch  shipps,  for  the  genrall  stocke  and 
proprty  [of  the  ad]venture[r]s,  there  is  likelye  to  be  sent  thether  twixt 
2.  &  300  prsons,  wee  ho[pe  to  res]ide  there,  and  about  100  head  of 
Cattell,  wherefore  as  I  wrote  y"^  in  [full,  and  sen]t  by  nf.  Allerton  of  New 
Plimoth  in  November  last,  soe  ye  desire  of  ihe[m  is,  that]  yo'^  would 
endeuour  to  gett  Convenient  howsinge  fitt  to  lodge  as  manye  as  yo^^  can 
agai]nst  they  doe  Come ;  and  w'''all  w^  bever,  or  other  Comodities,  or 
ffishe,  if  t[he  mean]esto  prserve  it  can  be  gotten  readie,  to  Returne  in  the 

'  Felt's  Annals  of  Salem. 


Feb.  16. 


CRADOCK  S  LETTER  TO  ENDICOTT.  i 

foresaid  shipps  ;  [and  like]wise  wood,  if  noe  better  ladinge  be  to  be  had.  A.D. 
That  yo*^  would  endevor  to  get  in  [reajdines  w^  yo".  can,  whereby  our  1629. 
shipps,  whereof  twoe  are  to  returne  backe  [direc]tlye  heather,  maye  not 
come  wholye  emptye.  There  hath  not  bine  a  better  tyme  [for  sajle  of 
tymber  theise  twoe  seaven  yeres  then  at  present,  &  therefore  pittye 
[these]  shipps  should  come  backe  emptye,  if  it  might  be  made  readie  y^ 
they  neede  [not  stope  1  daye]  for  it ;  otherwise  mens  wages  &  viciUalls, 
together  wth  the  shipps,  will  quicklie  rise  too  high,  if  to  be  reladen  wth 
wood,  and  y'  the  same  be  not  readie  to  [put]  aboord  as  soone  as  the  shipps 
are  discharged  of  theire  outward  ladinge.  [I]  wishe  alsoe  y'  there  be 
some  sassafFras  and  sarsaparilla  sent  us,  as  a[lsoe  good  st]ore  of  shoo- 
tnacke,  if  there  to  be  had,  as  wee  are  informed  there  is  ;  the  l[ike  do]e  I 
wishe  for  a  Tun  waight  at  least  of  silke  grasse,  &  of  ought  elce  y'  maye 
be  [vs]efull  for  dyinge,  or  in  phisicke,  to  have  some  of  ech  sent,  & 
advise  given  w'^'all  w'.  store  of  each  to  be  had  there,  if  vent  maye  be 
found  here  for  it ;  alsoe  I  hope  yo"  will  have  some  good  sturgion  in  a 
Readines  to  send  vs,  &  if  it  be  well  cured,  2  or  300  ffirkins  thereof  would 
helpe  well  towards  our  charge.  Wee  are  very  Confident  of  yo"^.  best 
endevors  for  the  genrall  good,  &  wee  doubt  not  but  god  will  in  mrcye 
give  a  blessinge  vpo"  our  laboures,  &  wee  trust  yo"  will  not  be  vnmind- 
full  of  the  mayne  end  of  ourplantacon,  by  Indevoringe  to  bringe  y*"  Indians 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  gospell ;  wch  y'  it  maye  be  speedier  &  better 
effected,  y^  earnest  desire  of  our  whole  Comp^.  is,  y^  yo"  have  dilligent  & 
watchfull  Eye  on  our  owne  people,  that  they  live  vnblameable  &  w^^out 
reproofe,  &  demeans  themselves  iustlye  &  Curteous  towards  [y^^  Indians,] 
thereby  to  drawe  them  to  affect  our  prsons,  and  Consequentlye  our  Reli- 
gion ;  as  alsoe  to  endevour  to  gett  some  of  theire  Children  to  trayne  vp 
to  readinge  &  Consequentlye  to  Religion,  whilest  they  are  yonge  ;  herein 
to  yonge  or  olde  to  orailt  noe  good  opportuni[tye]  y'  maye  tend  to  bringe 
them  out  of  y'  woefull  state  and  Condicon  they  now  are  in  ;  In  wch  case 
o''.  Predecessors  in  this  our  land  sometymes  were,  and  but  for  y^  mrcye 
and,  goodnes  of  our  good  god,  might  have  continued  to  this  daye  ;  but 
god,  whoe  out  of  [the]  boundles  Ocean  of  his  mrcye  hath  shewed  pittie 
and  Compassion  to  our  land,  he  is  alsuffitient,  &  can  bringe  this  to  passe 
wch  wee  now  desire  in  y^  Count[r]ye  likewise.  Onlie  let  vs  not  be 
wantinge  on  o""  prtes,  n[ow]e  wee  are  c[alled]  to  [this]  worke  of  the 
Lords,  neither,  having  [p]ut  our  [ha]ndes  to  the  [plowe,  let  vs  look  back, 
but  goe  on  cheerfullye,  and  depend  vpon  God  for  a  blessing  vpon  our 
labours,]  whoe  by  weake  Instruments  Is  able,  (if  he  see  it  good,)  to 
bringe  glori[ous  thinges  to  passe.] 

Be  of  good  Courage,   goe  on,  and  doe  woorthilye,  &  the  Lord  prspr 
yor  [endevor.] 

It  is  fullie  resolued,  by  gods  assistance,  to  send  over  twoe  Ministers,  [at 
the  least,  with  the]  shippes  now  intended  to  be  sent  thether ;   but  for  m"". 
Peters,  he  is  now  [in  Holland,  from]  whence  his  Returne  hether  I  hold  to 
2 
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Feb.  16. 


AD.    be  vncertaine.     Those  wee  send,  sh[all  be  by  the  appro]bacon  of  mr. 

1629.  VV'Az^e  of  Dorchester,  and  m^  Davenport.  iFor  w'soev[er  else  you  have 
given]  advise,  Care  shall  be  taken,  god  willinge,  to  prforme  the  needefull, 
a[s  neere  as  wee  can,]  and  the  tymes  will  prmitt ;  whereof  alsoe  yo"  maye 
expect  more  amp[le  advertisement  in]  theire  genrall  letter,  when  god 
shall  send  our  shipps  thether.  The  C[ourse  you  have  taken]  in  givinge 
our  Countrymen  theire  Content  in  the  point  of  pl[anlinge  tobacco]  there 
for  the  present,  (iheire  necessitie  Considered,)  is  not  disallowed  [;  but  wee 
trust  in]  god  other  meanes  will  be  found  to  imploye  theire  tyme  more 
Comfor[tabIe  and  profitable]  alsoe  in  the  end  ;  and  wee  cannot  but  gen- 
rallie  approve  and  Comend  th[eir  good  resolution]  to  desist  fro  the 
plantinge  thereof,  when  as  they  shall  discerne  howe  [to  imploye  their] 
laboures  otherwise  ;  wch  wee  hope  they  will  be  speedilye  induced  vnto  [by 
such  precepts]  &  Examples  as  wee  shall  give  them.  And  now  mindinge 
to  Conclude  [this,  I  maye  not]  omitt  to  put  yo^^  in  mynde,  how  eu''  yo" 
seeme  to  feare  noe  Enimies  the[re,  yet  that  you  have]  a  watchfull  Eye  for 
yo''.  owne  saftye,  and  the  saftye  of  all  those  of  [our  nation  with  you,] 
and  not  to  bee  too  Confident  of  the  ffidellitie  of  the  Salvages.  It  [is  an 
old  proverb,  yet]  as  true,  "the  burnt  Childe  dreades  the  fyre."  Our 
Countrymen  [have  suffered,  by]  theire  too  much  Confidence,  in  Virginea. 
Let  vs  by  theire  harmes  [learne  to  beware]  ;  and  as  wee  are  Comanded 
to  be  innocent  as  Doves,  soe  w'^'al  wee  [are  enjoined  to  be]  wise  as  ser- 
pents. The  god  of  heaven  &  earth  prserve  &  keepe  [you  from  all  for- 
ayne]  and  Inland  Enimies,  &  blesse  &  prspr  this  Plantacon,  to  the 
the  enl[argement  of  the  kingdom]  of  Jesus  Christ;  to  whose  mrcifull 
prteccon  I  recomend  yo",  [and  all  your  assotiates]  there,  knowne  or 
vnknowne.  And  soe  tyll  my  next,  wch  shall  [be,  God  willinge,  by  our] 
shipps,  whoe  I  make  account  will  be  readie  to  set  sayle  fro[m  hence 
about  the  20th  of]  this  next  moneth  of  Marche,  I  end  ;  and  rest, 
Yo''  [assured  loving  friende 

and  Cussen,  Mathewe  Cradock. 

[ffrom]  my  howse  in  Swithens  Lane 
n[eere]  London  stone,   this    16th 
jfebruarye  1628,  stilo. 
A[ngl]iae." 

Note.  —  The  original  letter,  in  a  worn  and  tattered  condition,  lies  loose  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  Colony  Records. 


23.  February,  1628. 
1629 
Feb. 23.      This  day  did  a  warrant  to  m''  George  Harwood,  Threr,  to  pay 

[m'']   Barnard  Michell   One   hundred    pounds,  in  prte   of  the 

fFreight  of  the  [Abigail]   Heneri  gawden  m'',  from  Waimouth 
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to  Nahumkeke,  the  goods  shipt  [per  bill]  of  lading  dated  20    A.D. 

.  1629 

June  last,  beeing  pr  bill  of  lading  46|  tuns  of  [goods],  besyds  p^j^  ^.g 

y'^  Chardge  of  Capten  John  Endecott,  his  wifFe  &, 

prso[ns  of]  his  Company  theire  passage  &;  dyett. 

2gth     -yyiii  sherman  hath  liberty   for    14  dales   to  fech   his 

Keynes  in  Northampt.  neere  ferry. 

26  February  1628. 

Necessaries    Conseaued  meete  for  o"  Intended    Voiadge  for 
newe  Eng[land]  to  bee  prepared  forth  ivth. 

fFor  our  5.  peeces  of  ordnance  Longe  sence  bowght  and  Payd  F'^b-26. 
fF[or],  John  Humphry  is  intreated  &i  doeth  prmiss  foorwth  to 
Cause  [them]  to  bee  delyuered  to  Samuell  Sharpe,    who  Is 
to  take  Care  [for]  hauing  fytt  Carriadges  made  for  them. 

Armes  ffor   100  men. 

3  drums,  to  ech  2  pere  of  hedds. 
2  Ensignes. 

2  partizans"  for  Capten  &;  Lieftenant. 

3  Halberts,^  for  3  sarjants. 

80  Bastard  musketts,  wth  snaphances,^  4  fFoote  in  the  barrill, 
w"^out  Rests. 
06  Longe  fFowlinge  peeces,  wth  muskett  boare,  6i  foote  longe. 

4  Longe  fFowlinge  peeces,  wth  bastard  muskett  boare,  5|  foote 
Longe. 

10  fFull  musketts,  4  foote  barrill,  wth  matchcocks  U  Rests.* 
90  bandeleers,^  for  the  musketts,  ech  wth  a  bullett  bag. 

1  A  kind  of  pike,  or  spontoou. 

2  Battle-axes,  or  pole-axes.  Partisans  and  halberds,  at  this  period,  were  rather 
weapons  of  ceremony  than  intended  for  service.  They  indicated  the  rank  or  office  of 
the  bearer,  and  were  carried  before  the  chief  magistrate  on  public  occasions.  Hence 
they  were  made  in  slight  and  fanciful  forms. 

3  The  snaphance  was  the  primitive  firelock,  the  first  improvement  upon  the  match- 
lock. 

*  The  matchlocks  were  heavy  pieces,  and  a  portable  rest  was  used  in  firing  them. 
The  match  was  carried  ready  lighted  in  tin  cases,  and  a  small  piece  was  attached  to 
the  hammer  of  the  lock  when  the  musket  was  in  use. 

5  The  bandaleer  {bandaliere,  Fr.)  was  a  leathern  belt  thrown  over  the  right  shoul- 
der, and  hanging  under  the  left  arm,  both  for  sustaining  the  fire  arms  and  for  carrying 
the  little  wooden  cases  containing  the  charges.     Chambers. 
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A.D.      10  Home  fflaskes,  for  the  long  fowling  peeces,  to  hould  a  '\ 
1629.  c 

Feb.  26.       apeece,  & 

100  Swordes,  and  belts. 

60  Cosletts/  &t  60  pikes.     20  halfFe  pikes. 

if»  1-11   r»      J        ^8  barrills  for  the  forte, 
12  blls  Powder,   <  ' 

C  4  fFor  small  shot. 

shott,  I"'  to  a  bandelere. 

8  peeces  of  Land  ordnance  for  the  forte, 

w'^of  5  alreddy  pruided, 

nameley  2  demie  Culuerings,  30  C  weight  a  peece,^ 

3  sackers,  ech  weinge  25  C  w'. 

•  J        (1  whole  Culueringe,  as  long  as  may  bee, 
to  pruide     <  o  >  o  j        p 

C  2  small  peeces.  Iron  drakes. 
fFor  great  shott,  A  ffitt  proporcon  to  the  ordnance. 
A  Sayne,  beeing  a  nett  to  ffish  wth. 

for  the  Talbut,^  if  100  passingers  h  35  maryners :  3  monthes, 
y'^  maryners  accounted  doble. 
45  tun  beere,  w^of  6  tun  45  )  beere  Mallega  &  canari  caske 
39  tun  65.  5       16s  a  tun. 
6  tuns  of  water. 
12  ""  of  bread,  after  |  C.  to  a  man. 
22  hheds  of  bieffe. 

40  bushells  peas,  a  peck  a  man  y^  voyadg. 
20  bushells  oatemeale. 
4  C.  haberdyne,'*  62  cople  ech  C  ;  ech  cople  makes  [unintelli- 
ble]  a  man  pr  day. 

'  The  corselet  was  a  coat  of  mail  for  the  body,  originally  peculiar  to  the  pikemen. 
Chatnbers. 

*  There  were  three  sizes  of  culverins,  and  also  three  sizes  of  what  were  called 
demi-culverins.  The  above  correspond  most  nearly  to  the  "  demi-culverin  ordinary," 
weighing  about  2700  pounds,  10  or  11  feet  in  length,  its  charge  7  pounds  4  ounces  of 
powder,  the  weight  of  its  shot  10  pounds  11  ounces,  and  its  point  blank  distance 
175  paces.  The  whole  culverin,  or  culverin  extraordinary,  was  13  feet  long,  with  a 
bore  of  5!^  inches  diameter,  and  the  weight  of  its  shot  20  pounds.  Sakers  were  of 
three  sizes,  extraordinary,  ordinary,  and  least.  Those  mentioned  above  must  have 
been  unusually  large,  as  the  common  weight  of  the  largest  was  but  1800  pounds, 
with  a  bore  of  3^  inches  diameter,  and  carrying  a  7^  pound  shot.     Chambers's  Diet. 

3  The  ships  first  fitted  out  for  the  new  expedition  were  the  Talbot  of  300  tons,  the 
George  of  300  tons,  and  the  Lion's  Whelp  of  120  tons.  These  sailed  in  April.  Three 
others,  the  Mayflower,  the  Four  Sisters,  and  the  Pilgrim,  sailed  in  June.  Compare 
Cradock's  letters  to  Endicott,  and  Higginson's  Journal  of  his  voyage. 

*  Haberdine,  salt-fish.    Bailey. 
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8  dussen  pounds  of  Candeles.  A.D. 

2  terces  of  beere  vyneger. 
li  bushells  mustard  seede. 
20  gallons  oyle,  gallipoly  or  mayorke/  a  qurt  a  man. 

2  fferkins  of  soape. 

2  Runlett  Spanish  wyne,  10  galP  a  pr. 

4.  thowsand  of  billets. 
10  firkins  of  butter. 
10  C.  of  cheese. 
20  gallons  aqua  vite. 

26.  February,  1628. 
agreed  wth  Jn°  hewson  to  make  8  pere  of  Welt  ^  neates  leather  Feb.  26. 
sheues,  closed  on  the  out  sydes  wth  a  seame ;  to  bee  substan- 
ciall,  good  ouer  Leather,  of  the  best,  and  2  soles,  the  Inner 
scale  of  good  neates  Leather,  &;  the  owter  sole  of  tallowed 
backs ;  to  bee  2  pr.  of  10  Inches,  2  p^  11  inches,  2  p^  of  12 
Inches,  &  2  pr.  of  13  Inches  size. 

the  proporcons  wee  Intend  Is,  1  of  10  Inches, 

3  of  1 1  Inches, 
3  of  12  Inches, 

1  of  13  Inches, 

2  of    S  Inches,  ^■t^X::^'" 
2  of    9  Inches,  ^Ta'p^'pai™:. 


y2  7^'. 


[PJresent, 
Gou. 
Depty, 
Wright, 
[V]assall, 
[Har]wood, 
[CJoulson, 
[A]dams, 
[N]owel, 
[W]hetcombe, 
Perry, 
[H]uson. 


2  Marche,  1628. 

This  day  James  Edmonds,  a  saylor,  ffisher,  &;  a  Mar.  2. 
Coup'',  was  propounded  to  seme  the  Comp.  as 
also  Sydrach  Miller,  a  Coup  St  a  Cleuer,  who 
demanding  45"',  for  him  &;  his  man  the  first  yeere, 
SO"'  a  yeere  the  second  k,  third  yeere,  &i  Edmonds 
demands  being  lO"'  the  first  yeere,  15'^  the  second, 
&t  20"'  the  third  yeere,  boeth  held  to  deere  for  the 
Comp.  to  be  at  charges  w'^'all. 


'  From  Gallipoli  or  Majorca. 

2  Welt,  {wealtan,  Saxon,)  to  roll.    "A  fold  or  doubling  down  of  cloth  in  making 
garment."    Bailey.    Welt  shoes  were  probably  of  two  thicknesses  of  leather. 
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A.D.  Also,  for  m'".  Malbon,  It  was  prpounded,  he  hauing  skyll  In 
^^"^'  Iron  works,  k,  willing  to  put  In  25"^  in  stocke.  It  should  bee 
accepted  as  50"'  —  &  his  Charges  to  be  bore  out  &  home  for 
New  England ;  &;  Vppon  his  Retume,  k,  Report  what  may 
bee  done  about  Iron  Works,  Consyderacon  to  be  had  of  pro- 
ceeding therein  accordingly,  St  ffurder  Recompence  if  there  be 
Cause  to  Inter[t]ayne  him. 

Towelling  making  of  salt,  It  was  Conseaued  ffytt  that  Com- 
oddetty  should  be  Reserued  for  the  generall  Stock's  benefitt ; 
yeet  wth  this  pruiso,  that  aney  planter  or  brother  of  the  Comp. 
should  haue  as  much  as  he  might  aney  way  haue  occasyon  to 
make  vsse  of,  at  as  Cheape  Rate  as  themselues  Cowld  make 
it ;  pruided  if  the  Comp.  bee  not  sufficiently  pruided  for  them- 
selffs,  then  prticuler  men  may  haue  liberty  to  make  for  there 
owne  expence  &  vsse  euery  way,  but  not  to  transporte  nor  sell. 
Towching  Jn'\  Oldam,^  the  gouer"^  was  ordered  to  Conferr 
wth  him  vppon  aney  Indifferent  Course  that  might  not  bee  pre- 
iudiciall  to  the  Comp.  Also  It  being  propounded  by  m''. 
Coney,  in  the  behalfe  of  the  Boston  men,^  (wherof  dyuers  had 
prraised,  though  not  in  our  booke  vnder  written,  to  aduenture 
400"^  for  the  joint  stock,)  that  nowe  there  desire  was  that  10 
prsons  of  them  might  vnderwrite  25"'  a  man  in  the  joint  stock, 
they  w^'^all  prmisinge  wth  theise  shippes  to  aduenture  in  there 
prticuler  aboue  250^^  more,  and  to  pruide  abell  men  to  send 
ouer  for  manadging  the  buissines,  wch  though  it  bee  preiudiciall 
to  the  generall  stock,  by  the  abatement  of  so  much  money 
thereout,  yeet  appearing  Realley  to  Conduce  more  to  the  good 
of  the  Plantacon,  wch  Is  most  desired,  It  was  Condiscended 
vnto. 

1  Oldham  had  come  from  Massachusetts  as  custodian  of  Thomas  Morton,  the 
"  Lord  of  Misrule,"  of  Merry  Mount,  who  had  been  arrested  by  a  joint  effort  of  the 
settlers  at  New  Eng-land,  for  riotous  conduct  and  selling  arms  to  the  Indians.  He  was 
sent  over  to  "  his  Majesty's  Council  for  New  England,"  not  to  the  Massachusetts 
Company.    See  Gov.  Bradford's  Letter  Book  in  IMass.  Hist.  Col.  (3,  63.) 

2  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  from  which  the  Massachusetts  Capital  derived  its  name, 
soon  acquired  an  important  influence  in  the  Colony  from  the  character  of  the  emi- 
grants which  it  furnished. 
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3,  Marche,  1628.  A.D. 

1629 
[Pre]sent.        jj  ^^^g  ^^  present  debated  howe  some  good  Course  Mar.  3. 

[mr.]  Depty, '  might  bcc  scttcled  for  the  deuission  of  the  lands, 
[mr.]  Wright,   gj^(j  ^|j^^  ^]j  jjjgj^  Intendinge  to  goe  in  prson  or  to 

rm'.]  Nowel,  _  o  o  r 

[mr.  shajrpe.  scnd  ouer,  might  vnderwrite  &i  seale  some  Instru- 
ment to  bee  made,  whereby  euery  man  to  be  tyed 
to  such  orders  as  shalbee  agreed  vppon  here ;  And 
that  a  Coppey  of  this  agreement  bee  sent  to  Dor- 
chester, ffor  all  men  to  vnderwrite  and  seale,  that 
Intend  to  take  theire  passage  in  the  Lyons  Whelpe,^ 
or  ells  order  to  be  taken  that  the  shippe  prceede 
w^'^out  th[em] 

The  3.  March  1628. 
m''.  Samuell  Sharpe,  wth  whome  there  hath  beene  an 
agreeyme[nt]  made  in  the  behalfFe  of  the  Comp.  to  geeue  him 
ten  pounds  pr  [annum]  for  three  yeeres,  to  haue  the  ouersight 
of  the  ordnance  to  bee  planted  in  the  fFort  to  bee  built  vppon 
the  Plantacon,  &,  what  ells  may  Concerne  artillery  bisines  to 
geeue  his  aduise  in  ;  But  ffor  all  other  implyments  was  Left  to 
bee  Intertayned  by  aney  prticuler  bret[hren]  of  the  Companie, 
who  for  other  occasions  had  Intertayned  [him]  alreddy,  h  held 

not  fytt  to  bee  at  furder  chardge  in  that  kynd the 

sayd  Sharpe  Is  also  Intertayned  to  ouersey  the  [servants]  and 
Implyments  of  Certen  prticuler  men  of  the  Comp.  But  for 
the  generall  [Company]  presented  a  bill  ffor  three  drums,  h 
other  prticulers,  amountinge  to  fyue  pounds  xix  s.,  wch  the 
trer  hath  order  to  paye. 

The  5.  Marche  1628. 
Present.  j^  ncwc  proosicon  beeinge  made  in  the  behalfe  Mar. 5. 

The  gou', 

mr.  Depty,  of  Hi'".  Oldum  ^  to  bee   Intertayned    [by]   this 

mr.  Threr,  Comp  :   It  was  deferred  to  furder  consideracon. 

Sf  Rich:  Saltonstal, 

1  The  Lion's  Whelp  was  specially  assi^ed  to  adventurers  from  Dorchester  and  its 
neighborhood.     Higginson^s  Journal. 

2  John  Oldham  had  been  expelled  from   Plymouth  for  factious  behavior,  chiefly 
connected  with  religious  diflerences,  being  associated  with  John  Lyford,  the  Episco- 


16  THE  company's  RECORDS. 

A.D.     Capt.  Veil.  Also   Jn".    Washborne  beeinge   prpounded   for 

^^^^'    mr.  Nowei.  Secretary  to  the  Co[mpany]  it  was  Conseaued 

mr.  White,  fyi^  ^Q  Intertayne  him,  but  deferred  till  another 

m'.  Whetcombe, 

mr.  AVhitchcombe.     [meeting] 

A  proposicon  beeing  made  by  S''.  W™.  Brereton  to  the 
Gou''.  of  a  p[atent]  graunted  him  of  lands  in  the  Massachusets 
bay  by  m''.  Jn°.  G[orges],  k,  that  if  this  Comp.  would  make  him 
a  prmise,  so  as  he  con  [sent]  to  vnderwrite  wth  this  Comp. 
It  might  not  bee  preiudi[tiall]  to  his  pattent ;  ^  It  was  Resolued 
this  Answere  should  [bee]  geeuen  him,  nameley.  That  if  he 
pleased  to  vnder[write]  wth  vs  wthout  aney  Condicon  whatso- 
euer,  but  to  Come  in  [as]  all  other  aduenturers  doe,  he  should 
bee  welcome  vpp[on]  the  same  Condicons  that  wee  have. 

A  Proposicon  beeinge  made  to  Intertayne  a  surgeon  for  [the] 
plantacon.      m''.  pratt  -  was   prpounded   as  an    abell 

man  vp[pon]  theis  Condicons  nameley. 

That  40"\  should  bee  allowed  him,  viz',  for  his  Chist  25'''\  the 
Rest  his  owne  sallery  for  the  first  yeere,  pruided  if  he   Con- 


pal  clergjrman,  in  the  charge  of  "  plotting  against  both  the  church  and  the  government 
of  the  Pilgrims."  A  portion  of  that  company  in  England  were,  however,  still  dis- 
posed to  sustain  them  ;  and  thus  they  were  recommended  to  Mr  White  when  he  was 
seeldng  suitable  agents  for  establishing  the  colony  at  Cape  Ann.  On  a  voyage  to 
Virginia  Oldham  became  penitent,  and,  after  confessing  his  faults,  was  restored  to 
favor  at  Plymouth.  He  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1636,  having  long  been  accus- 
tomed to  associate  and  traffic  with  them.  He  is  represented  as  on  the  whole  a  well 
meaning  man,  but  violent  in  his  passions.  He  claimed  a  portion  of  the  territory  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from  a  son  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  ;  of 
which  more  will  be  said  in  another  place. 

'  John  Gorges  received  by  descent  from  his  brother  Robert  (both  being  sons  of 
Sir  Ferdinando,)  a  patent  from  the  Council  of  Plymouth,  dated  December  13,  1622, 
conveying  ten  miles  in  length,  and  thirty  miles  into  the  land,  on  the  northeast  side  of 
Massachusetts  Bay.  This  patent  was  disregarded  by  the  subsequent  grantees  as 
invalid,  partly  for  its  uncertainty ;  and  the  claims  of  Brereton  and  others  derived 
from  that  source  were  never  sustained.  Hutchinson's  Hist.  1,  14;  You7ig's  Chron- 
icles of  Mass.  51 ;  Mass.  Archives,  Lands,  i.  1 ;  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  3d  Series,  Vol.  6. 

2  This  Mr.  Pratt's  name  was  Jolm.  In  Winthrop' s  Journal,  Savage's  ed.  Vol.  I. 
p.  173,  he  is  named  as  of  Newton  in  N.  E.,  and  as  being:  called  to  account  for  wri- 
ting a  letter  to  England,  "  wherein  he  affirmed  divers  things  which  were  untrue  and  of 
ill  report  of  the  state  of  the  country."  In  lb  Vol.  II.  page  239,  is  an  account  of  his 
being  wrecked  and  drowned,  with  his  wife  in  1644.  He  had  become  discontented, 
and,  says  Winthrop,  "  would  needs  go  back  into  England,  for  surgeons  were  then  in 
great  request  there  by  occasion  of  the  wars."  He  was  lost  on  the  way,  necir  the 
coast  of  Spain. 
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[tinue]  3  yeeres,  the  Comp.  to  bee  at  Charge  of  transporting  A.D. 
his  wiffe  &  a  yo[uth,  to]  haue  20"'  a  yeere  for  the  other  2 
yeeres,  k,  to  build  him  a  hou[se  att]  the  Comp>^  chardge,  &, 
to  allott  him  100  ac.  of  ground  ;  but  if  he  stay  but  one  yeere, 
then  the  comp>'.  to  be  at  Chard  [ge]  of  his  bringing  back  for 
England,  &£  he  to  Leaue  his  sru[ant]  and  the  Chist  for  the 
Comp.  seruice. 

Agreed  wth  Robert  Morley,  sruant  to  m^  Andrewe  Math- 
ewes,  late  barber  surgeon,  to  srue  the  Comp.  in  newe  England 
for  three  y[eeres]  ;  the  first  yeere  to  haue  20  Nobles,^  the 
second  yeere  [thirty,  and  the  third]  yeere  20  markes,  to  serue 
as  a  barber  &l  a  surgeon  [vppon  all]  occasyons  belonging  to 
his  Calling  to  aney  of  this  [Comp^]  that  are  planters,  or  there 
seruants  ;  h  for  his  [Chist,  h  all  in  it,  whereof  he  hath  geeuen 
an  Inuentory,  [if  on  the]  sight  of  it  It  bee  approoued,  ffyve 
pounds  Is  [to  bee  allowed]  and  payd  to  him  ffor  it,  &z,  the 
same  to  bee  fo[rthwith  payd.] 


The  5.  Marche,  1628. 

The  buissines  Concerning  the  deuission  of  the  lands.  Mar.  5. 
prpounded  the  S.**  of  this  monthe,  was  agayne  taken  into  Con- 
sideracon,  k,  It  was  Resolued  that  Capten  Waller,  Capt. 
Ven,  m''.  Eaton,  h  m"".  Addams,  m'".  Whetcombe,  m^  Wright, 
m'^.  Vassall,  m'".  Threr,  wth  the  Gou^'ne''  h  Dep'^,  shall  con- 
syder  seriously  of  the  buissines,  Calling  to  there  assistance  m"". 
graues,  m^  Joyce,  or  aney  other,  &;  to  sett  downe  in  writeinge 
what  Course  they  conseaue  fytt  to  bee  held  herein,  whereby  an 
equallety  may  bee  held,  to  avoyd  all  Contention  twixt  the 
aduenturers  ;  and  monday  morn  apoynted  for  theis  Comittees 
to  meete  about  this  buissines. 

This  Court  also  m''.  Thoms  Graues  was  prpounded  to  goe 
Guer  wth  the  shippes  nowe  bound  for  Newe  England,  to  haue 
his  Chargs  borne  out  &;  home  ;  &  beeinge  a  man  experienced 
In  Iron  workes.  In  salt  workes,  in  measuring  h  surveyinge  of 
lands,  h  in  fortifficacons,  in  lead,  coppr,  &£  allam  mynes,  ets. 

'  A  noble  was  worth  about  6s.  8d.    A  mark  was  double  the  value  of  a  noble. 

3 
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■A^-D-  hauinge  a  Chardge  of  wifFe,  5  Children,  a  man  h  mayd  sruant, 
after  some  conference  wth  him,  he  tendring  his  Implyment  to 
goe  k,  Returne  wth  one  of  o"^  shyps,  to  the  comP^'*  discression 
fFor  his  sallery  in  that  tyme,  It  was  thought  fytt  that  he  should 
Consyder  twixt  this  &£  tomorrow  what  to  demand,  in  Case 
he  did  Returne  prntly  wth  the  shippe  he  should  take  his  pas- 
sage in  ;  &;  what  his  demands  would  bee  if  the  Comp.  should 
Contyneue  him  there,  and  bee  at  Chardges  of  the  transportacon 
of  his  wifFe  &;  ffameley  thether  in  theire  next  shippes,  if  he  take 
lyking  to  Contyneue  in  Newe  England. 

m''.  Jn°  Malbon  beeing  also  desyred  to  bee  heere,  after  Con- 
ference had  wth  him  touching  the  prposicon  made  in  his 
behalfFe  the  2.  of  this  monthe,  he  was  wished  to  Consyder 
what  further  prposicon  he  would  make,  that  the  Corap.  might 
take  it  Into  Consyderacon. 

The  6.  Marche,  1628. 

Mar.  6.  Agreed  wth  m^  Thomas  Steeuens,  Armorer  in  buttolph  lane, 
for  20  Armes,  viz'.  Coslett,  brest,  back,  culet,  gorgett,  tases, 
&£  hed  peece  to  ech,  varnished  all  black,  wth  Lethers  h  buck- 
les, at  17®  ech  Armour,  excepting  4.  wch  are  to  bee  wth  Close 
hed  peeces,  St  theis  4  Armours  at  24*  a  peece,  to  bee  dd  all  by 
the  20*'*  of  this  monthe  ;  w''of  1  left  nowe  for  a  sample.^ 
Agreed  wth  Jn°  Wise,  shoemaker  in  marke  lane,  ffor 
1  dussen  pere  sheues  of  tens, 

>■   at  2-.  1"^.  a  pere. 


3  dussen 

of  11, 

3  dussen 

of  12, 

1  dussen  pere 

of  13, 

1  dussen  pere 

of    8, 

1  dussen  pere 

of    9, 

at  2\  5''.  a  pere. 
10  dussen  pere  to  bee  dd  by  the  20"^  of  this  monthe. 

*  This  was  the  armor  of  infantry.  The  corselet  was  sometimes  called  "  a  little 
cuirass,"  being  for  the  breast  and  back,  the  culet  for  the  lower  part  of  the  body,  the 
gorget  for  the  throat,  and  tasses  for  the  thighs.  The  head  piece  of  the  infantry  was 
also  called  a  pot,  thus  indicating  its  shape.  Chambers'' $  Diet. ;  Webster^ s  Diet. ; 
MyricFs  Ancient  Armor. 
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The  9.  Marche,  1628.  A.D. 

1629. 
This  day  John  Washborne  Is  Intertayned  for  secretary  for  Mar.  9. 
one  whole  yeere,  to  enter  the  Courts,  to  keepe  the  Company's 
accounts,  to  make  warrants  for  all  moneys  to  bee  brought  in  or 
payd  out,  h  to  geeue  nottice  at  euery  meeting  of  such  as  are 
backward  in  payment  of  there  subscriptions ;  as  also  for  all 
pruission  to  bee  made  Reddy,  to  Call  vppon  such  as  haue  y*^ 
Chardge  thereof,  w^by  the  shippes  nowe  bound  fFor  Newe 
England  may  bee  dispatched  by  the  25^''  [of]  this  month  at 
fFurdest ;  his  sallery  fFor  this  yeere  Is  te  [torn  off]  he  in  the 
premisses,  h  the  office  of  a  secretary,  to  prf[orme]  fFaithfull, 
dilligent,  h  tre[ue  ijndeuours,  wherevnt[o]  he  doeth  fuUey 
[accord  &]  agree.  John  Washhornei. 

This  9.  Marche,  1628. 

Agreed  wth  John  Gace,  of  London,  turner,  ffor  40  Bande- 
lee[rs,  to  bee  of]  neates  Lether,  broad  girdles,  ech  wth  12 
chargs,  w^of  one  a  priming  [Box,  to  bee  of]  wood,  couered  wth 
black  lether,  at  2*  a  peece,  to  bee  dd  next  wee[ke],  the  boxes 
to  bee  for  bastard  muskett  sise,  excepting  10  for  full  musk[etts], 
and  these  to  bee  marked  M.  the  other  for  bas^  musketts  B. 

Moreover,  agreed  wth  him  for  ten  dozen  of  shouels  and 
spades,  at  Eyghten  sh[illings]  the  dozen,  of  three  seyerall  sises, 
whereof  the  smalest  propor[tion]  to  be  of  y*^  smalest  sises  ;  and 
three  spads  and  thre  shouels  left  heer  for  sa[mples.] 

This  day  theise  things  were  ordered  to  bee  pruided  [for]  by 
theise  men,  [for]  120  mens  pruissions. 
rtf.  Thomas  Hewson,  C  120  fflitches  Bacon, 

C  120  gallons  sweete  oyle, 


m^.  Depty, 


1 50  qrtrs  of  meale, 

30  qrtrs  of  pease,  at  26*. 

15  qrtrs  of  groates,  at  4^  full  dryed, 
I     20  fferkins  of  butter,  17^ 
(^   60  qrtrs  of  malt,  17^  6^. 

30  C.  of  Cheese. 
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A.D.  This  10"\  March  1628.  I  Thomas  graues,  of  grauesend, 
2_  iQ  in  the  Count[y]  of  Kent,  gent.,  and  by  my  prffession  skilfull  &£ 
experienced  in  the  discoue[ry]  and  fynding  out  of  Iron  mynes, 
as  also  of  Lead,  coppr,  minerall  salt  h  allam,  In  fFortifficacons 
of  all  sorts,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  plase,  In  surveying 
of  buildings,  h  of  lands,  h  in  measuringe  of  Lan[d],  In 
describing  a  Country  by  mappe.  In  leading  of  \vater[courses] 
to  prpr  vsses  for  Milles,  or  other  vsses,  In  fynding  out  all  sorts 
of  Lymestones,  and  materials  for  buildings,  In  manufacturing 
he.  haue  this  present  day  agreed  to  serue  the  Newe  England 
C[omp.]  and  in  there  ymplyment  to  take  my  passage  for  Newe 
Eng[land]  in  such  shippe  as  thei  shall  appoynt  mee  ;  and  dur- 
ing my  s[tay]  there,  according  to  the  Condicons  hereafter 
expressed,  to  doe  my  true  and  vttermost  Indeauour,  in  all  or 
aney  the  prticulers  abouemen [coned,]  for  the  good  and  benefitt 
of  the  sayd  Companie  ;  and  I  do  heereby  faithfully  prmisse  to 
doe  my  vttermost  Indeuour  for  the  discouery  of  ought  that  may 
bee  beneficiall  to  the  Companie,  and  not  to  Conceale  ought 
firom  them  whome  I  shalbee  Inioyn[ed]  to  Reueale  the  same 
vnto,  that  may  tend  or  Conduce  to  th[e]  good  &;  prffit  of  the 
sayd  Companey ;  Neither  that  I  shall  or  [will]  disclose  ought 
that  they  shall  Inioyne  me  to  keepe  secrett,  to  an[y]  man 
whomesoeuer ;  But  in  all  things  to  bend  my  vttermost  skyll  and 
abillity  to  doe  the  companey  the  best,  treue,  h  fiaithfflill  ser- 
uice  I  may  or  Cane  prfForme.  In  Consyderacon  whereof,  the 
say[d]  Companey  are  to  beare  all  my  Chardgs  by  sea  into 
Newe  Engla[nd,]  together  wth  my  Charges  duringe  my  staie 
in  there  Implyments  in  N[ewe]  England,  &t  my  charges  at 
sea  in  my  Returne  home,  apparrell  on[ly]  excepted,  wch  Is  to 
bee  allwaies  at  my  owne  Chargs  ;  &;  It  is  [agreed,]  moreouer, 
that  from  the  tyme  of  my  ffirst  Landing  in  Newe  Englan[d,] 
to  the  tyme  of  the  Returne  from  thence  for  London  of  such 
shippe  as  shalbee  sent  from  London  next  after  michelmas  next, 
and  in  wh[ich]  I  shall  take  my  passage  for  London,  that  there 
shalbee  allowed  [vnto]  me  fiyve  pounds  for  ech  month  that  I 
shall  contyneue  in  Newe  [England,]  as  afore  said,  for  my  sal- 
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lery  or  wages,  but  nothinge  to  bee  allowed  [for]  my  Charges  A.D. 
during  the  tyme  of  my  beeing  at  sea,  outward  h  [home  ;]  wth 
this  ffurder  pruiso,  that  in  Case  the  sayd  Comp.,  [after  I]  shall 
haue  Contynewed  6  or  8  monthes  in  the  Cuntrey  [aforesaid,] 
shall  desyre  my  Continuance  in  [worn  off]  three  yeeres  from 
the  [t]yme  of  my  f[irst]  arrival,  [worn  off]  I  will  and  doe  hereby 
[a  line  or  more  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  worn  off.] 

[And  the  said  Comp^,  in  case  it  be]  there  intent  to 
Retayne  me  in  there  seruice  to  the  end  of  three  yeeres, 
do  heereby  prmisse  to  bee  at  the  Chardge  of  the  trans- 
portacon  into  Newe  England  of  my  wifFe,  ffyve  Children,  a 
boy  &  a  mayd  seruant ;  k,  w'^'all  to  build  mee  a  Conuenient 
house  for  my  selffe  and  my  sayd  iFameley,  at  there  Chargs, 
and  therto  to  assyne  me  One  hundred  acres  of  Land,  and  to 
haue  prte  thereof  planted  at  the  Companies  Chardge  against 
the  Coming  of  my  ffameley,  whereby  they  may  subsiste  till  I 
shall  be  possessed  of  my  ffameley  to  prfForme  the  same,  or 
otherwise  to  alloue  me  some  Competency  of  necessary  victualls 
for  the  subsistance  of  me  and  my  ffameley  till  the  next  season 
of  plantinge  &i  Reapinge  after  there  arryuall :  and  It  is  furder 
agreed,  that  yf  I  Contyneue  in  the  Companies  Implyments  fFor 
three  yeeres,  the  payment  of  ffyve  pounds  pr  month  fFor  my 
sallery  Is  to  bee  vtterly  voyde,  and  my  yeereley  allowance  in 
money,  ffrom  the  tyme  of  my  fhrst  arryuall  in  Neue  England 
to  the  end  of  three  yeeres,  to  bee  after  the  Rate  of  fFyftey 
pounds  by  the  yeere.  Prouided  alwayes  that  my  sayd  ffameley 
goinge  ouer  as  aforesaid,  there  shalbee  such  a  proporcon  of 
Land  allowed  me  for  them  heereafter  as  if  they  had  nowe 
taken  there  passage  wth  me  in  the  shippes  nowe  bound  for 
Newe  England  :  and  ffor  furder  Recompence  for  my  treue  k. 
faithflill  Indeauours  in  the  sayd  Companies  Implyments,  wch  I 
doe  prmisse  with  gods  assistance  to  prfForme  trulye  h  sincerely, 
to  the  best  of  my  abillity  and  vnderstandinge,  I  doe  &:  shall 
Referre  my  selffe  wholey  to  the  Companies  discression,  as  my 
treue  Indeuo""*  and  the  suckcesse  thereof,  through  gods  mercy, 
shall  Incorradge  them  to  doe.     In  wytnesse  of  all  the  premisses 
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A.D.    wittness  heererato,  I  haue  heeivnto  sett  my  hand   and  seale  this 
1629.     George  iiarwood,    present  x'^  dave   of  Marche,  Ann°.    1628.   in 

John  Venn .  ^  ^^ 

London.  Tho:  Graues  [seal]  ^ 

The  lO'h.  Marche,  1628. 

Mar.  10.     Present,  ^    proposicon    was    made    this    day    by  Samuell 

mr.  Depty,         Sharpe,  who  was  formerley  Interteyned  to  doe  his 

capt.  Yen,         IndeuouF  in  the  Companies  Implyments   concem- 

mr  vallaii        ^'^S  arti^^ry  bisines,  as  appereth  the  3^.  of  this 

mr.  Eaton,         monthe,  that  all  or  the  better  part  of  his  sallery 

mr.  wh'etc'orab   "light  be  p*^.  him  nowe,  to  pruide  him  apparell  wth 

TO.'.  Hutchins.     all ;  &;  if  he  should  happen  to  dye  before  he  had 

des''ued  it,  his    sd    apparell    should    satisfye    it ; 

vppon  debate  whereof.  It  was  thought  ffitt  that 

Twenty  pounds  should  bee  p*^  him ;  and  this  to 

bee  the  trer®  warrant  for  payment  thereof,  vppon 

his  sallery  of  10^^  a  yeere,  fFor  three  yeeres  ;  I  say 

Twenty  pounds  to  bee  pd  him  presently. 

This  day  being  apoynted  to  take  into  Consyderacon  towch- 

ing  the  deuission  of  the  lands  in  Newe  England,  where  our  first 

plantacon  shalbee.  It  was,  after  much  debate,  thowght  ffytt  to 

Referre  this  buissines  to  the  Gouernor,  and  a  Comittee  to  bee 

chosen   to   that  purpose   to  assist  him ;    and  whatsoeuer  thei 

shall  doe  heerein  that  to  stand  ffor  good. 

This  day  order  was  geeuen  to  the  Threr  for  payment  of 
Twenty  pounds  more  to  m'^.  Jn°  Humphry,  towr*^^  Charges  of 
our  pattent ;  and  this  to  bee  his  warrant  fFor  the  payment 
thereof. 

Capten  Ven,  m"".  Eaton,  m^  Samuell  Vassall,  h  m^  Nowel, 
&i  m'.  Whetcombe,  or  an[y]  three  [of J  them,  are  In  treated 
once  more  to  conferr  wth  m'^.  Jn°  Ouldam,  [to  see  what]  Como- 
dacon  may  bee  made  twixt  the  Comp  &;  him,  y'  [their  differ- 
ences may  be  Cjomodated. 

1  Apparently  his  own  signature. 
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[12.  March,  1628.]  A.D. 

Present,  j-^r^    Jo]hn    Browne,    gent,   and    m^    Samuell  Mar.  12. 

sr.  Rich,  saii'onstai,  Brownc,  of  Roxtwell  in  Essex,  [proposeing  to] 
mr.  Threr,  ^^jjg    jjjgjj.   passage  in    the    Comp.  shipps  fFor 

mr.  Nowel.  TiT-mi  r^ 

JNeue  England,  at  [their]  Chardge,  h  Intending 
to  plant  there  :  It  is  agreed  by  theise  [present,] 
that  for  there  passage  h  dyett  they  shall  pay 
ffyve  pound  [s  each]  ;  and  that  for  there  Incour- 
agement  Land  shalbee  allotted  to  the[m  there,] 
as  if  they  had  subscribed  fifty  pounds  in  the 
generall  stock,  [with  such]  pryueledge  as  others 
that  are  in  the  pattent  doe. 

John  Brow[ne,] 
Samuell  Bro[wne.]  ^ 
rojfBedfordshir,       Richard   Claydon,  aged  34   yeeres,  or  therea- 

prish  of  Sutton.    ,  -^  ,   r    t    i        •  ,      • 

bouts,  Carpenter,  wh[oJ  beeing  desirous  to  trans- 
port himselfFe,  his  wifFe,  one  dawghter  of  [torn]  yeeres  ould,  his 
sister  of  14  yeere  ould,  his  brother  barnaby  C[laydon,]  aged  23 
yeeres,  h  his  brother  in  lawe  Thorns  hanscombe,  ag[torn 
off]  for  Newe  England  in  the  Comp.  shippes  :  It  is  prmised 
[this]  daye,  that  he  being  abel  to  ffurnish  40"'  towrds  the 
ch[ardge]  of  him  &i  his,  what  shalbee  wan  tinge  the  Comp. 
wil  [1  supply  ;]  vppon  this  Condicon,  that  vppon  theire  arryuall 
[in  Newe]  England  what  he  shalbee  Indebted  to  the  Comp. 
shalbee  [paid]  by  the  labor  of  him  selffe,  h  his  2  seruants  or 
brothers  afore  [said,]  allowing  them  all  three  3^  the  day  for  so 
long  tyme  [untill]  they  haue  p*^  this  debtt,  h  in  that  tyme 
fynding  [these]  3  prsons  dyett  at  the  Comp.  Chardge,  &, 
whilest  [he  is]  earning  out  this  debt  to  Instruckt  euery  of  the 
Comp.  [servants,]  in  the  trade  of  a  plowe  wright ;  h  there  is 
Land  to  bee  [alotted]  to  him  and  his,  as  is  vssuall,  by  the 
Comp.  orders,  to  th[em]  that  transporte  themselues  ;  written 
this  12  Mar[ch,]  1628.  Richard  Claydon.^ 

Cannotte  goe 
this  viodge  — 

1  These  appear  to  be  their  own  signatures,  *  Apparently  his  own  signature, 
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A.D.  The  16.  March,  1628. 

1629. 
Mar.  16.      Bespoken  by  m"".  Durbridge,  at  2^.  7°.  a  pr.  6  dussen  pere 

of  shews,  to  bee  dd  this  weeke,  vz^ 

1  dussen  pere  of  tens,  *  p'  '^'' 

2  dussen  per    of  11, 

2  of 12, 

1  dussen  pr     of  13. 

Bespoke  of  m^  maio,  at  lOi'*  pr.  y^d,  the  16"^  m'"ch,  1628, 
ffor  beds  &;  boulsfs,  20  bed  tikes,  scotch  tikeing,  |  broad, 
2^  long,  h  1|  y'"ds  broad.     1 1  yMs  —  each  bed  h  boulster. 

Bespoke  the  day  abouesaid,  8  dussen  pair  neats  leath'"  shewes, 
of  Rob'^t  Harret,  1  dussen  10, 


V    at  2.  "d.  pr.  pair,  to  bee  good 
3  dussen    1 2,    |     liquored  neats  leathr,  acco 
to  the  patiriie. 


3  dussen  11, 
3  dussen  12, 
1  dussen  13, 


Estimat  of  100  men,  Chardge  of  them  fy  theire  pruissions,  wth 
others  noted. 

100  men,  there  Chardge  15^''.  a  man,        1500 

freight  of  the  shippe  Tolbut,  5  monthes,  80"".  pr  m°,  400  >    ^^q 

victualls  k,  wages  32  men,  70*''.  a  monthe,  350  5 

The  lyons  whelpe  sett  to  sea,  500 

20  Cowes  &t  Bulls,  4"'.  a  peece,  80 

10  mares  &;  horses,  6"^.  a  peece,  60  I    610 


Charges  of  theis,  470  J  3360 

[17.  March  1628] 

Mar.  17.  [Agrjeed  wth  [Joseph]  Churchel  ffor  100  swoords  wth 
[decayed  ]  blades,  at  4*.  6*^.  a  peece,  to  haue  all  chapes,^  and 
10  short  swoords,  at  2^  a  peece,  and  polonia  hilts,  at  3^  4*^.  as 
maney  as  wee  like,  to  [be]  dd  w^4n  8  dayes. 

'  A  chape  is  the  plate  of  metal  at  the  point  of  the  scabbard.    Bailey. 
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Bowght  of  fFelix  boreman,  dwelling  in  ffleete  Lane,  A.D. 

14  swoords,  at  4^  6''.  apeece,   "^ 

7  ditto,  at  3*.  a  peece,  i^  ^ib  jg qO 

4  ditto,  at  2*.  a  peece, 

25  swoords. 

agreed  wth  m^  Raphe  White,  in  philpot  Lane,  for  12  gal- 
lons aquavite,  2*.  6 '.  a  gall. 

12  sydes  of  bacon,  dd  by  Jn".  gladwing,  at  m^  gofFs.  of  74 
stone  I,  ech  st.  8"\,  at  2^  5**.  a  stone. 

17.  Marche,  1628. 

A  warrant  was  made  ffor  payment  of  120"'.  to  m^  Nathaniell  Mar.  17. 
Wright,  for  so  much  p*^.  by  him  to  m''.  Jarvis  Kerke,  W'".  bark- 
ley,  k.  m''.  Robrt  Charlton,  fFor  the  shippe. 

Also  to  pay  ffor  Iron  h  Steele. 

Also  to  pay  ffor  Burrs  to  make  milstones,      110  —  2*  a  p'^, 
bowght  of  Edward  Casson,  of  L°  m''cbantayler,  11.  0.  0 

14  C.  of  plaster  of  parris,  18^.  pr  C.  1.  1.  0 


h  portridge,  weig"°.  plaster,  k. 
Casting  out  of  the  burrs,  12^,  k,  23'. 


12.  1.  0 
12>b.-4-00 


The  19.'^  of  march,  1628: 

A  warrant  was  made  ffor  payment  of  Twelue   pounds  and  Mar.  19. 
Twelue  shillings  vnto  m^  gawen  Helme  and  Thomas  Brickhed, 
ffor  Two  Coppers  ffor  the  lyons  whelpe.      I  saye  for —  12"': 
&  12s.  00", 

The  19."»  of  march,  1628. 

A  warrant  was  made  for  payment  of  Eyghtene  pounds 
vnto  m"".  Browne,   and  is  for  one  bayle  of  ffrench 

Cloth,  ffor  the  Lyons  whelpe.     I  saye 18"': 

4 
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A.D.  The  19.'^  of  march,  1628. 

Mar  19       ^  warrant  was  made  for  payment  of  Twenty  ffive 
pounds,  ffyfFtene  shillings,   vnto  m^  Jn":  Whitt,  of 
Reddinge,  for  Thirtye  quarters  of  maulte,  to  goe  in  ['26.05^:^ 
y*^  shipps. 

I  say    25"':  15^  OO'^. 


Mar.  23. 


[P]  resent  the 
[GoJu'iiC,  Deputy, 
[Sr.  Ri]:  Saltonstoll, 
[mr.  DJavinport, 
[Capt.]  Venn, 
[mr.  H]umffry, 
[mr.  Wra]   Vassall. 
[m^.  Whejtcornb, 
[mf.  Nowe]ll. 


23-*.  March,  162S. 

At  this  meeting  Intimation  was  given  by  m''. 
Nowell,  by  letters  ffrom  m^  Izake  lohnson, 
that  one  m*".  Higgeson,  of  Lester,  an  Able 
minister,  prffers  to  goe  to  o''  plantation  ;  who 
being  approved  for  a  reverend,  grave  minister, 
fitt  for  o''  present  occations,  it  was  thought  by 
thes  present  to  entreat  m"".  Jn":  Humfry  to 
ride  presently  to  Lester,  and.  If  m''.  Higgeson 
may  Conveniently  be  had  to  goe  this  present 
vioage,  that  he  should  deale  wth  him  ;  ffirst,  if 
his  Remoove  from  thence  May  be  w*''out 
scandall  to  that  people,  and  approved  by  the 
Consent  of  some  of  the  best  affected  amonge 
them,  wth  the  Approbation  of  m'".  Helder- 
sham,^  of  Asheby,  dallisouch  ;  Secondly,  that 
in  Regard  of  the  shortnes  of  the  time,  the 
Companye  conseave  it  would  be  best,  if  hee 
so  thought  good,  to  leave  his  wifFe  k,  fFamily 
till  towards  bartholmew,  for  her  better  [ac- 
commo]dation  ;  yet  if  [th]is  should  be  held 
inConvenient,  [it]  may  be  refFered  to  himselfe 
to  take  [his  wife  and  two  children  wth  him ; 
Thirdly,  That  for  his  entertaynment  [y*^  com- 
pany [  worn  and  illegible.  ] 

1  So  in  the  original. 

2  "  Mr.  Arthur  Hildersham,  the  famous  preacher  of  Asbby  de  la  Zouch,  who, 
though  he  was  no  way  inclinable  to  the  rigid  separation,  yet  was  very  forward  in 
this  way  to  promote  the  forwarding  of  the  gospel  in  America."  Hubbard.  See 
account  of  him  in  Young^s  Chronicles  of  Mass.  p.  66. 
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SO'*  Aprill,  1629.1  A.D. 

1629. 
It  is   ffurder  ordered  by   theise  present,   that   the   Gou'n'',  Apr.  30. 

Depty,  &  Counsell  afForesayd,  or  the  major  pteof  them,  sh[all] 

•  There  is  an  obscurity  at  this  portion  of  the  record,  which  it  is  not  easy  to  dispel. 
Not  only  are  the  entries  under  the  dates  of  March  23d  and  April  30th  imperfect,  but 
intermediate  dates  are  apparently  wantuig ;  and  the  misfortune  is  aggravated  by  the 
contradictory  statements  of  writers,  who,  it  has  been  supposed,  had  access  to  the 
missing  pages.  Dr.  Young  expresses  the  opuiion  that  Hubbard,  Pnnce,  and  even 
Hutchinson,  possessed  the  portion  that  is  lost.  If  so,  it  is  singular  that  their  account 
of  occurrences  embraced  in  that  period  should  be  so  vague  and  unaccordant. 

Hubbard,  page  120,  says,  "  Cradock  was  chosen  Governor,  and  sworn  in  Chan- 
cery, Marc/i  23,  1628,  (1629,  N.  S.)  —and  so  were  the  rest  also,  dejide  et  obedientiA 
jurati,  namely,  Mr.  Thomas  Goffe,  sworn  Deputy  Governor  ;  and  Sir  Richard  Salton- 
stall,  Captain  Venn,  Mr.  John  Humphrey,  Mr.  Simon  Whetcorab,  Mr.  Thomas 
Adams,  Samuel  Vassall,  George  Foxcroft,  Richard  Perry,  and  Thomas  Hutchins, 
sworn  Assistants ;  to  whom  were  added  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Browne,  who  were 
sworn  April  6th,  1629,  when  also  Mr.  Harwood,  of  London,  was  sworn  to  the  office  of 
Treasurer." 

A  Utile  farther  on  he  says,  "  Mr.  Higginson,  Mr.  Samuel  Skelton,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Bright,  were  all  at  the  same  time  entertained  as  Ministers,  &c.  April  Sth,  1629,  with 
this  diflerence  only,  that  Mr.  Higginson  having  eight  children  to  bring  up,  he  had  £10 
a  year  added  to  his  stipend  more  than  the  other  two.  Mr.  Ralph  Smith  was  like- 
wise, at  the  same  time,  proflered  to  be  accommodated  with  his  passage  to  Newe 
England,  provided  he  would  not  exercise  the  ministry,  either  in  public  or  private, 
without  the  approbation  of  the  government  there,  nor  yet  to  disturb  their  proceedings, 
but  to  submit  unto  such  orders  as  should  there  be  established." 

In  another  place  he  says:  ''April  Wth,  1629.  Mr.  John  Endicott,  that  went 
thither,  (to  New  England,)  as  agent,  the  year  before,  was  chosen  as  Governor  under 
the  Company  in  London,  to  begin  when  he  should  take  his  oath,  which  was  framed 
by  a  Committee,  namely,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Nowell,  Mr.  Humphrey,  and  Mr.  Wal- 
grave,  and  sent  to  be  administered  by  Mr.  Higginson,  Mr.  Skelton,  Mr.  Bright,  Mr. 
Samuel  Browne,  Mr.  J.  Browne,  and  Mr.  Sharpe.  In  case  of  all  their  absence,  it 
was  to  be  done  by  Abraham  Palmer,  and  Elias  Stileman." 

The  uiference  would  be  a  natural  one  that  these  facts  were  derived  from  the  lost 
pages  of  the  Records. 

But  Prince,  in  his  Annals,  under  date  of  March  2'id,  declares  that  "  Mr.  Hubbard 
mistakes  (1,)  in  thinking  Mr.  Cradock  now  chosen  Governor;  (2,)  in  omitting  Mr. 
Nowell's  name  among  the  Assistants  sworn  ;  and  (3,)  in  writing  that  Mr.  Harwood 
is  sworn  Treasurer  on  April  6th ; "  adopting  at  the  same  time  the  rest  of  Hubbard's 
account,  and  giving  no  authority  for  his  corrections.  He  then  proceeds  to  say,  "  At 
a  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Company  this  day,  at  London,  Mr.  Nowell  giving 
information  by  letters  from  Mr.  Johnson  that  Mr.  Higginson  of  Leicester,  &c."  quo- 
ting from  the  Records  as  they  are  in  our  copy.  Thus  rendering  it  probable  that  the 
facts  first  named  were  not  derived  by  him  from  that  source. 

At  the  date  of  April  Sth,  Prince  mentions  the  circumstances  related  by  Hubbard 
under  the  same  date  ;  referring  to  him,  and  also  to  the  Company's  Records,  and  cor- 
recting another  mistake  which  Hubbard  had  inadvertently  made  in  calling  Higgui- 
son's  name  John  instead  of  Francis. 
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A.D.    make  Choise  of  a  secretary,  k,  such  other  officers  as  sh[all]  in 
■   there  discressions  seeme  Requesyte    k,    neydffiill,  ffor    [the] 


With  regard  to  Hubbard's  statement  that  on  April  lOt/i  Endicott  was  chosen  Gover- 
nor under  the  Company,  he  says,  "Mr.  Hubbard  mistakes  April  10th  for  April  30th." 

Prince  adds  another  date,  April  16th,  not  given  by  Hubbard,  when,  he  says,  "  Sixty 
women  and  maids,  26  children,  and  300  men,  with  victuals,  arms,  apparel,  tools, 
140  head  of  cattle,  &c.,  in  the  Lord  Treasurer's  warrant  [to  go  to  New  England,]" 
referring  to  the  Company's  Records. 

It  is  very  clear  that,  with  respect  to  what  transpired  at  the  several  dates  above- 
named,  these  authors  could  not  have  had  the  same  authority  before  them,  whether  the 
lost  pages  or  any  other  ;  and  the  question  remains,  which  of  the  two  possessed  those 
pages  ?    It  may  be  questioned,  also,  whether  either  possessed  them. 

Let  us  examine  their  statements.  There  could  have  been  no  c/ioice  of  officers  on 
the  23d  of  March,  because  the  charter,  dated  March  4th,  expressly  creates  them. 
"  We  do  by  these  presents,  &c.,  make  and  constitute  Mathew  Cradock  to  be  the  first 
and  present  Governor  of  the  said  Companie,  and  Thomas  Gofl'e  to  be  Deputy  Gover- 
nor, and  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  &c.,  (naming  17  others,)  to  be  the  present  Assist- 
ants of  the  said  Companie,  to  continue  in  the  said  several  offices  respectively  for  such 
time  and  in  such  manner  as  in  and  by  these  presents  is  hereafter  declared  and 
appointed ; "  that  is,  till  the  13th  of  May,  the  last  Wednesday  in  Easter,  when  a 
general  election  by  the  Company  was  ordered  to  take  place. 

Could  they  have  been  sworn  iiito  office  on  the  23d  of  March  ?  We  find  most  of 
those  whom  Hubbard  mentions,  as  being  sworn  on  that  day,  acting  in  an  ofiicial 
capacity  many  days  before,  drawing  warrants  for  the  payment  of  money,  &c. ;  yet 
the  charter  requires  the  oaths  to  be  first  administered.  "  Provided  also,  and  our  will 
and  pleasure  is,  that  as  well  such  as  are  by  these  presents  appointed  to  be  the  present 
Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  and  Assistants,  as  those  that  shall  succeed  them,  shall, 
before  they  undertake  the  execution  of  their  said  o.fices  and  places,  respectively 
take  their  corporal  oaths  for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in  their 
several  otRces  and  places,  before  such  person  or  persons  as  are  by  these  presents 
hereunder  appointed  to  take  and  receive  the  same." 

We  know  that  the  Company  had  a  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  Treasurer,  &c., 
while  possessing  only  a  patent  from  the  Plymouth  Council ;  for  such  officers  are 
mentioned,  although  no  account  is  preserved  of  their  election.  It  is  possible  these 
may  have  continued  to  act  until  March  23d,  but  not  probable,  as  they  could  as  well 
have  continued  then-  authority  till  the  13th  of  May.  In  fact  the  object  of  appointing 
officers  by  the  charter,  must  have  been  to  supply  the  interval  between  the  4th  of 
March,  when  the  old  patent  was  superseded,  and  the  day  assigned  for  the  regular 
election  in  May. 

The  formality  of  taking  the  oaths  was  not  such  as  need  occasion  the  delay  of  a 
moment.  The  Governor  was  simply  to  be  sworn  before  any  Master  in  Chancery ; 
while  the  oaths  of  the  other  officers  were  to  be  administered  by  himself. 

That  they  were  particular  upon  these  points  themselves,  may  be  judged  by  the 
fact  that  after  appointing  Endicott  Governor  of  the  Colony,  they  say  his  authority  is 
to  begin  when  he  has  taken  the  oath  in  the  manner  prescribed.  What  may  have 
been  Hubbard's  authority  for  his  statements  we  do  not  know.  From  the  number 
of  his  errors  it  appears  not  to  have  been  very  precise  or  authentic. 

As  Prince  permits  a  part  of  the  statement  to  stand,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  he  cor- 
rected all  that  he  knew  to  be  false  ;  but  if  he  had  any  other  authority  than  Hubbard 
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peasable  h  quyett  Gouerment  of  the  Plantacon  ;  and  [shall]  A.D. 
frame  such  oethes,  and  administer  the  same  to  euery  of  them, 
for  the  execucon  of  his  plase  h  office  for  th  [e]  y eere  Insuing 
next  after  they  shall  haue  taken  th[eir]  oethes,  as  they  in  there 
discressions,  or  the  greter  number  [of]  them,  shall  thinke  good. 
And  it  is  ordered,  that  the  sd  Gou'^n'",  Deputie,  Councell,  &£ 
other  officers  aforenamed,  shalbe  established  and  continue  in 
their  sd  seu^'all  places  for  one  whole  yeare,  or  vntill  this  Court 
shall  thinke  fitt  to  chuse  others  in  the  place  or  places  of  them, 
or  any  of  them  ;  &i  in  case  of  death,  &;c. 

for  what  he  allowed  to  remain,  it  was  a  deviation  from  his  usual  practice  not  to 
refer  to  it. 

The  remaining  facts  related  by  Hubbard  and  Prince  may  have  been  found  by 
them  elsewhere  than  in  the  regular  journal  of  the  Company's  proceedings.  Such 
documents  as  the  "Agreement  with  the  Mini.sters,"  dated  April  8th,  the  "  Letter  of 
instructions  to  Endicott  and  his  Council,"  the  "  Form  of  Government  for  the  Colony," 
dated  April  30th,  &c.  may  have  been  their  authorities  for  facts  given  at  those  dates,  and 
may  have  been  considered  by  them  as  coming  under  the  denomination  of  the  Com- 
pany's Records. 

So  what  Prince  says  respecting  the  "  Sixty  women  and  maids,  &c  "  —  "in  the 
Lord  Treasurer's  warrant,"  may  have  been  derived  from  the  warrant  itself. 

There  is  one  point  of  disagreement,  not  only  between  Hubbard  and  Prince,  but 
between  some  of  the  documents  above-named,  which  is  worthy  of  notice.  Hubbard 
writes  that  Endicott  was  chosen  Governor  April  10th.  Prince,  in  his  note,  says, 
"  Mr.  Hubbard  mistakes  April  10th  for  April  30th." 

Now,  by  the  document  establishing  the  form  of  government  for  the  Colony,  it  cer- 
tainly appears  as  if  the  election  took  place  at  a  General  Court  held  on  the  30th  day  of 
April ;  and  hence,  doubtless,  the  correction  made  by  Prince.  But  in  the  Company's 
letter  of  instructions  to  Endicott,  dated  April  11th,  it  is  expressly  stated  that  he  was 
already  confirmed  as  Governor,  and  as  it  has  been  ordered  that  the  government 
there  shall  consist  of  13  persons,  authority  is  given  to  admit  two  of  the  old  planters, 
and  to  fill  vacancies. 

It  can  be  surmised,  as  a  mode  of  reconciling  these  discrepancies,  that  at  a  previous 
meeting,  perhaps  on  AprO  10th  as  Hubbard  has  it,  the  matter  was  arranged  and 
agreed  upon,  but  not  formally  completed  till  the  30th.  Tliis  view  is  sustained  by  the 
Company's  subsequent  letter  of  instructions  to  Endicott,  dated  May  28th,  which 
refers  to  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  April,  and  proceeds  to  say,  "We  have  sithence  our 
last,  and  according  as  we  then  advised,  at  a  full  and  ample  Court  assembled,  elected 
and  established  you  to  tlie  place  of  present  Governor  in  our  Plantation." 

It  is  at  least  very  doubtful  whether  either  Hubbard  or  Prince  had  the  mi.ssing  por- 
tion of  the  Records ;  and  there  is  no  reason  for  believing  Hutchinson  to  have  seen  it. 
It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  any  important  business  had  been  transacted,  the 
nature  of  which  may  not  be  inferred  from  subsequent  proceedings. 

For  example,  the  record  of  the  present  meeting,  April  30th,  is  deficient  at  the  com- 
mencement ;  but  the  business  relates  to  the  establishment  of  the  government  of  the 
plantation  at  Salem  ;  and  the  contents  of  the  missing  paragraphs  may  be  gathered 
from  a  formal  draft  of  the  same  matter,  in  substance,  afterwards  engrossed,  which 
will  be  found  a  little  farther  on  in  this  volume. 
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■A-.D.  It  is  fiurder  ordered,  that  the  s.^  Gou^nor,  m^  Endecott,  or 
'  his  [Deputie,]  h  the  s''  Counsel!,  beeing  Chosen  as  afforesayd, 
k,  hauing  tak[en  the]  oethes  Respectyueley  to  there  plases,  or 
the  greater  number,  whereof  the  Gou''nor  or  dep'^  to  bee 
alwayes  one,  at  aney  there  Meetings,  (wch  the  sayd  gou''nor  at 
his  discression,  or  in  his  absence  the  Dep^^,  is  he[ereby]  author- 
ized to  apoynt,  as  oft  as  there  shalbee  occasyon,)  shall  haue 
fiull  power  &  authority,  [and  they]  are  heerby  awthorized  by 
power  deryued  from  his  [Maiesties]  Letters  pattents,  to  make, 
ordeyne,  &£  establish,  all  m[anner]  of  wholsome  h  Resonable 
orders,  Laues,  statuts,  ordinances,  [directions]  &  Instrucktyons, 
not  Contrary  to  the  Lawes  of  the  Relme  of  England,  ffor  the 
present  gouerraent  of  our  plantacon,  &  the  Inhabitants  residinge 
w'^'in  y®  Lymitts  of  o""  plantacon  ;  a  coppy  of  all  wch  orders  is 
from  tyme  to  tyme  to  bee  sent  the  comp[any  in  England.] 

It  is  ordered  by  theis  presents,  that  A  coppye  of  the  acts  & 
orde[rs]  made  this  present  day  for  setteling  the  gouerraent  in 
the  plantacon  of  the  Massatchusetts  bay  aforesayd,  shalbee 
fayreley  Ing[rossed,]  &  sent  vnder  the  Companies  seale,  sub- 
scribed by  the  Gouer[nor]  &  Depty,  by  the  speedyest  Con- 
ueyance  for  Newe  England  [y'  can]  bee  had. 

All  this  Conffiraied  by  erection  of  hands. 

m^  Walgraue,  m'^.  Pelham,  &  m''.  Humphry,  &  m"".  Nowel, 
are  Intreated  [to]  firame  the  forme  of  the  oeth  for  the  gou'"nor, 
m^  Endeco[tt,]  also  for  his  dep*^",  &  for  the  Counsell ;  wch 
[are  to  bee]  sent  ou""  &  bee  administred  them  in  Neue  Eng- 
land. 

Thursday,  the  7'*  may,  1629. 
May  7.     Present,  'pj^g  j^st  Court  was  Read,  and  Confirmed  by 

Thegour,  "' 

mr.  Depty,  these  prese[nt.] 

"!'  tfr*^^'  A  fforme  of  an  oeth  for  the  Gouerno'^  beyond 

m'.  Hutchins,  the  scas,  [&]  of  an  oeth  for  the  Counsell  there, 

mr!  Nowel^' '  "^^^^  draweu  &  dd  to  [nl^]  Humphry  to  sheue 

m'.  Humphry,  ^q  CounScll.^ 

m'.  Tho:  Puljston. 

1  The  usual  legal  adviser  of  the  Company,  was  John  White,  of  London,  the  Coun- 
sellor, who  is  always  to  be  distinguished  from  John  White,  of  Dorchester,  the 
Minister. 
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Lrs  are  to  bee  written  about  Lands  to  bee  allotted  to  ech  A.D. 
aduenturer ;  also  about  m"".  Fra:  Webbs  buiseynes  for  a  mill,  ^^^^' 
ets. 

To  haue  those  punnished  beyond  seas  that  sell  guns. 

To  haue  some  men's  lands  layd  together. 


the  n.'^ofmaye,  1629. 

[Presejnt  this  day, 
[m'.  De]puty,  . 

mr.  tresurer,  This  day  m^  Ouldum  propounded  vnto  m''.  ^^yii. 

[sr  Ri]chd:  Saitinstaii,   White  that  he  would  have  his  patten  ^  exam- 

[mf.]  Addams,  .        ,  . 

[mr.]  Noweii,  med,    and  its  agred  by   the  Courte   not  to 

[mr.  H]utchins,  j^^ue  any  treatye  wth  him  about  it,  by  resone 

[mr.]  Humfryes,  .  .  •' 

[mr]  Wm  vasseii,        its   thought  he  doth  it  not  out  of  loue,  but 
[mr.  p]eeters,  q^^  q^  some  synister  respect. 

[mr.]  Pincheu,  *^  ^ 

[mr.  ffoxcr]afte. 

a  warent  did  vnto  m^  Seale  for  x  dozen  &  two 
hats,  at  ijs  pr  dozen,  for  the  some  of   


20^  iiij*^" 


The  \^'^  of  maye,  1629. 
[Pre]sem  this  day,         j^ldi    a    Warrant    vnto    Richard    Bowry    fo""  Mavis. 

[mr.]  Gouernor,  _  •' 

[mr.]  DeptT,  Twelve  pounds  xij"'.  0*  as  |  pts  of  18"".,  the 

[mr.]  Giour''  °*^®^  3  beeing  to  bee  p^  pr  the  Gou'^nor,  &  is 

'  His  patent. 

Oldham  seems  to  have  troubled  the  Company  as  much  by  the  extravagant  financial 
schemes  he  proposed  to  them,  as  by  his  claim  of  title  to  a  portion  of  their  territory  ; 
so  they  concluded  to  "leave  him  to  his  own  way  "  in  both  particulars. 

In  the  Company's  letter  of  instructions  to  Endicotl  and  his  Council,  April  17th  —  21st, 
which  will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  volume,  they  say  that  he  demanded 
liberty  to  trade  for  beaver  with  the  natives,  on  hLs  ovvm  account ;  and  this  being 
denied  him,  he  was,  with  some  others,  engaged  in  providing  a  vessel  for  New 
England,  claiming  a  title  and  right  from  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges'  son,  which  tbey  are 
well  satisfied  by  good  counsel  is  void  in  law.  Tliis  claim  was  under  a  grant  from 
John  Gorges,  to  him  and  John  Darrell,  of  all  the  lands  in  Massachusetts  Bay  between 
Charles  River  and  Abousett  ( Savgus)  River,  containing  in  length,  by  a  straight  line, 
five  miles  up  Charles  River  into  the  main  land  northwest  from  the  border  of  the  said 
Bay,  and  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Abousett  River,  into  the  main  land,  upon  a 
straight  line  southwest,  and  all  the  land  in  breadth  and  length  between  the  said  rivers, 
with  all  the  prerogatives,  royal  mines  excepted.  See  T/ie  Company's  Letter ;  and 
HutchitisorC s  Hist.  p.  15,  n.  By  reference  to  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that  the  above 
description  does  not  accord  with  the  courses  of  the  rivers  that  are  named  as  bounda- 
ries. 
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A.D. 

1629. 


[ra 

[mr, 

£mr, 

[m'. 

[mr. 

[mr, 

[inf. 

[mr. 

[mr. 

[mr. 

[mr 

[mr. 

[mr. 

[mr, 

[mr. 


]  Addam: 
]  Offield, 
J  Whetcombe, 
]  ffoxcrafl, 
J  Wra.  Vassal!, 
]  PeiTy; 
]  Nowell, 
]  Pinchen, 
]  Hutclieus. 
]  Hewson, 
]  Backhowse, 
]  Ballard, 
]  Crowther, 
]  Wluchcole, 
]  White, 
[mr.  PJeeters, 
[mr.  Crjane, 
[mr.  Hum]phr>-, 
[rar.  Sam:  Vassjell. 


[Sr]  Rich:  saiiiiigstaii,  f^j,  jjjg  apprentice,  Robrt  Scale,  his  tyme. 
m''.  mathew  Cradocke  is  this  daye  Chosen  by 
the  Consent  of  the  generaUity  of  y^  Com- 
pany to  be  governor  to  the  New  England 
company  for  the  yeare  followinge.  m"". 
Thomas  GofFe,  Deputy ;  also  m"".  George 
Harwood,  tresurer  to  the  said  Company. 
The  assistants  being  this  day  to  bee  Chosen, 
2  of  the  former  assistants  menconed  in  the 
pattent,  viz*  m"".  Jn°  Endecott  &  m'.  John 
Browne,  beeinge  out  of  the  land,  the  other 
16.  were  Confyrmed,  viz.*  s"".  Rich:  Salton- 
stall,  m'^.  Izaack  Jonson,  m^  Samuell  Alder- 
sey,  m^  John  Ven,  m*^.  Jn*^  Humphry,  m''. 
Symon  Whetcombe,  Increase  Nowel,  Rich: 
perry,  Nathaniell  Wright,  Sam:  Vassal, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Addams,  Tho: 
Hutchins,  George  ffoxcroft,  W™  Vassal!,  & 
w™  pinchion ;  and  to  make  vp  the  Nombr  of 
18.  m''.  John  Pocock  &  m^  Chr:  Cowlson 
were  Chosen  assistants ;  and  of  theise  all, 
exceptinge  m"".  Iz:  Jonson,  Sam:  Aldersey, 
Jn°.  ven,  Nathaniel  wright,  Sam:  vassal, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  &  Chr:  Cowlson,  tooke 
there  oethes  aprtayning. 
W™  Burges,  Humphry  Lewes,  Jn°  Washbome,  &■  Lawrence 
Roe,  beeing  all  putt  in  election  for  the  plase  of  secretary,  by  a 
free  election  m^  w.™  burges  was  Chosen  secretary  for  the 
yeere  ensuinge. 

Humphry  Scale  chosen  &  sworen  beadle. 
It  is  this  day  ordered,  that  whensoeuer  any  Court  of  assist- 
ants shalbee  sumoned,  whosoeu'^  of  the  assistants  Comes  not, 
twixt  25.  mch  &  29.  of  Septemb"^,  before  eight  of  y"  clock  in 
y^  morning,  &  from  29.  7br  to  25  mch,  before  9  of  y*=  Clock  in 
the  morning,  shall  forfett  twelue  pence  for  euery  such  offence ; 
&  if  he  Come  not  w'^'in  towe  bowers  after  either  of  the  sd 
howres  Respectyueley,  then  towe  shillings  for  euery  defalt ; 
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ech  man   to   fForiFett   &    pay,   &  for  want  of  payment  wthin    A.D. 
[blank]  dales  after  demand  made  by  the  officer  [of]  the  Comp,       "  * 
the   ffyne   doble,   to  bee  sett   vppon    his    accomte ;    alwayes 
[worn        ]  vppon  [worn]  of  the  Goifn [or]      [worn        ]  no  full 
ex  [  worn        ]  approba[tion] 

The  13  May,  1629. 

It  is  also  agreed,  that  for  aney  y*  shall  haue  pryuat  Confer-  Mayi3. 
en[ce,]    after  y"^  Court  Is   summoned   by   the  Gou'^nor  or  his 
depty  knocking  of  the  hamer  thrice  on  the  table  to  sitt  downe 
&   attend   y'^  Court,   that  six   pence  by  euery  prson  for  euery 
such  offence  shalbee  payd. 

It  is  agreed,  that  three  pounds  shalbee  p''.  Jn*^.  Washebourne 
for  his  paynes  as  secretary  to  the  Companie  for  the  tyme  past. 


The  Names  of  the  Gou'^no^,  Deputie,  Treasurer,  and  Assist- 
ants, for  the  yeare  1629,  ^  other  Officers. 

Mr.  Matthew  Cradocke,  Gou'nd^. 
Mr.  Tho.  Goffe,  Deputy  ;  Mr.  George  Harwood,  Treasurer. 

Assistants. 

Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Samuell  Vassall, 

Mr.  Isack  JoHiNsoN,  Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton, 

Mr.  Sam.  Aldersey,  Mr.  Thomas  Adams, 

Mr.  John  Venn,  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchtns, 

Mr.  John  Humfrey,  Mr.  Georg  Ffoxcroft, 

Mr.  Symon  Whetcombe,  Mr.  Willm  Vassall, 

Mr.  Increase  Nowell,  Mr.  Willm  Pinchion, 

Mr.  Richard  Perry,  Mr.  John  Pocock, 

Mr.  Nathaniell  Wright,  Mr.  Christopher  Cowlson. 

William  Burgis,  Secretary. 
Humphrey  Seale,  Beadle. 
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May  18. 


A.D.      Present,  jif  ^   Court  of  Assistants,  on  Munday,  the 

,„-,,,       Mr.  Goumor,  „   ,         „   >r  , 

jffj;  Bir.Depu.ie:  ISth  ofMay,  1629.1 

Sr.  R.  Saltonstall, 

Mr.  Geo. Harwood, Trer,  William  Burgis,  choseii  by  the  last  gen'"a]l 
Mr.  jno  Humphrey,        q^^^^  ^^  j^gg  Secretarie  for  the  yeare  ensu- 

Mr.  Tho.  Adams,  _  _  •' 

Mr.  Sy-m.  Whetcombe,  IngB,  WaS  HOW  admitted  &  SWOrne  accord- 
Mr.  JaPocock,  ing^y'  VP°"  ^^^  Salarie  of  xk  Marks  from 
Mr.  Geo.  fibxcroft.         the  day  hse  was  chosen,  for  the  s*^.  yeare. 

The  Acts  made  at  a  Court  the  30th  of  Apr.  last,  for  chusing 
&  establishing  a  Gou'"no'',  Deputie,  Councell,  &  other  officers 
in  New  England,  was  now  read  ;  and  this  Court  thought  fitt 
to  add  thervnto,  that  they  shalbe  established  in  their  sd  seu''all 
places  for  one  whole  yeare,  or  till  such  tyme  as  the  Company 
heere  shall  thinke  fitt  to  chuse  others  in  the  places  of  them,  or 
any  of  them  ;  and  that  in  case  any  of  them  shall  deprt  this  lyfe 
before  th'xpiracon  of  the  tyme  they  were  soe  chosen  for,  that 
the  Gou'^no'^,  or  deputie  and  Councell,  at  an  ample  Court 
assembled,  shall  haue  power  to  nominate  h,  chuse  fitt  prson  or 
prsons  to  succed  him  or  them  soe  deceased  in  the  said  place 
or  places  for  the  residue  of  the  tyme  vnexpired. 

Mr.  Humphreys  &  Mr.  Addams  are  desired  to  meete  and 
consider  what  prvisions  are  fitt  to  bee  now  sent  over  to  Capt. 
Jo.  Indicott  &£  his  ffamylie,  and  to  prvyde  the  same  accord- 
ingly- 

The  names  of  all  the  Adventurers  to  bee  now  sent  over, 
wth  the  seu'"all  somes  by  them  vnderwritten  :  And  it  is  Ordered 
that  the  Gou'^no'"  and  Councell  there  shall  haue  power  to  allott 
vnto  every  prticuler  Adventurer  that  shall  desire  the  same  by 
himself  or  his  assignees,  200  Acres  of  land  vpon  the  some  of 
50'-'  Adventure  in   the  gen'"all  Stock  in  this  first  devident,  &; 

•  Between  the  last  entries  made  by  John  Washbome,  on  the  13th  of  May,  and 
tliose  commenced  by  William  Burgess,  at  the  present  date,  a  considerable  nmnber  of 
leaves  were  originally  left  blank.  Upon  these  were  afterwards  written  the  final 
draft  of  the  Acts  and  Orders  for  establishing  the  government  at  Salem,  the  Orders  for 
the  allotment  of  lauds,  and  nmneroiis  forms  of  oaths,  some  bearing  a  date  as  late  as 
1634.  The  paging  of  the  original  Record  Book  commences  in  the  midst  of  these  irregu- 
lar entries,  probably  begun  before  the  leaves  were  written  upon.  The  new  secretary 
seems  to  have  thought  it  proper  to  distinguish  the  proceedings  of  the  companjr,  after 
the  first  general  election  under  the  charter,  from  previous  transactions. 
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prportionably    for   more    or  less    according    to    their    seuerall    A.D. 
Adventures. 

And  Mr.  Gou'"no'",  Deputie,  Mr.  Whyte,  h  Mr.  Addams,  h 
Mr.  Whetcombe,  are  to  meete  at  Mr,  Gou''no'^  house  to  mor- 
ro[w]  morning  at  six  of  the  Clock,  to  advise  h  conclude  of 
this  business. 

The  I9th  of  May,  1629. 
Mr.  Gouriior,       Concerning   the  allottm^  of  land  to  those  prsons  Mavio 

Mr.  Whyte,  =>  ,  ^  ,      May  ij. 

Mr.  Whetcombe,  as  are  adueuturcrs  in  the  Comon  Stock,  It  is 
r.  Aam».  thought  fitt  that  Ircs  be  writt  to  the  Gou'"noMo 
sett  out  k,  allott  vnto  them  after  the  prporcon  of  200  ac:  of 
land  fFor  50"'  aduenter,  &  after  y'  Rate  for  more  or  less,  to  the 
Intent  to  build  their  houses  &i  to  Improoue  there  labors  thereon  ; 
and  if  wthin  10  dayes  after  their  arrivall,  &  demand  made  by 
aney  prticuler  aduenturer  in  y'^  Comon  stock,  or  his  seruant 
fibr  him,  th[e]  same  be  not  soe  allotted,  then  each  man,  being 
an  Adventurer,  Is  heereby  prmitted  ffree  Liberty  to  build  in 
aney  plase  where  himselfe  shall  thinke  most  Convenient,  wth 
Reseruacon  not  to  build  or  manure  that  alreddy  built  on  or 
manured  ;  pruided  y*  if  the  plott  of  ground  whereon  the  towne 
Is  intended  to  bee  built  bee  sett  out,  y'  it  bee  publiqueley 
knowne  to  bee  intended  for  that  purpose,  that  then  noe  man 
shall  presume  to  build  his  howse  aney  where  else,  (vnless  it 
bee  in  the  Massachusetts  bay,^  and  there  according  to  such 
directions  as  shalbee  thowght  meete  for  that  plase,)  but  in  Case 
his  allotment  be  not  sett  out  wthin  in  the  towne  where  he  shall 
build,  &£  hauing  [In]  his  owne  name,  or  in  the  behalfe  of  his 
master,  made  request  to  the  Gou'"nor  to  haue  the  same  assigned 
to  him,  if  it  bee  not  wthin  10  dales  after  his  arryuall.  It  shalbee 
ffreey  fFor  aney  In  such  Case,  beeing  an  adventure''  in  the 
Comon  stock,  to  build  his  howse  wthin  the  fores'^  plott  of 
ground  sett  out  for  the  towne  to  bee  built  on,  &.  to  Impale  to 
his  owne  vsse  preporconable  to  halffe  an  acre  of  ground  for 
50"^  adventer  in  y^  Comon  stock,  vnless  a  greter  or  lesser  pre- 
porcon  be  formerly  determyned  of  by  the  Gou'"nor  h  Counsell ; 

'  This  name,  thoiig-h  sometimes  more  comprehensive,  generally  included  only  the 
country  lying  around  the  inner  bay,  usually  called  Boston  harbor,  from  Nahant  to 
Point  Alderton.     Savage's  Wmthrop,  i.  27 ;   Young's  Chronicles,  p.  4. 
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A.D.  In  wch  Case  that  prporcon  Is  to  be  made  vse  of  &  appropri- 
'  ated  to  ech  man  wthin  y'^  liberties  of  y^  plott  sett  out  ffor  the 
towne  to  bee  built  [on.]  and  It  is  ordered,  that  Conueyance 
bee  made  in  y*^  Companies  name,  wth  the  Comon  seale  of  the 
Comp.  to  it,  to  aney  y'  shall  desire  it,  for  ech  mans  peasa[b]le 
Inioying  of  y^  land  he  holds,  at  the  Chardge  of  the  Company. 

It  is  further  thought  fitt,  &  Ordered,  That  all  such  prsons  as 
goe  over  at  their  owne  Charge,  and  are  adventurers  in  the 
Comon  stock,  shall  haue  lands  allotted  to  them  for  themselues 
and  their  families  forthwth,  50  Acres  of  land  for  each  prson ; 
but  being  noe  Adventurers  in  the  Comon  stock,  shall  haue  50 
Acres  of  land  for  the  Mr.^  of  the  familie,  &  such  a  prporcon  of 
land  more,  if  there  bee  cause,  as,  according  to  their  Charge  & 
qualitie,  the  Gou'^no'"  St  Councell  of  new  England  shall  thinke 
necessary  for  them,  wherby  their  charge  may  bee  fully  &  amply 
supported ;  vnless  it  bee  to  any  wth  whom  the  Company  in 
London  shall  make  any  other  prticuler  agreem',  to  wch  relacon 
is  to  bee  had  in  such  case. 

And  for  such  as  transport  servants,  land  shalbe  allotted  for 
each  servant,  50  Acres  to  the  Mr.  ;  wch  land  the  Mr.  is  to  dis- 
pose of  at  his  discression,  in  regard  the  servants  transportacon 
Wages,  he.  is  at  the  Mrs.  charge. 

May  21.        Pr^ent,  ^    (^^^j.^  ^^  Assistonts,    OH    Thursday,    the 

Mr.  Gourncr,  ''  ,       ^  ,r 

Mr.  Goff,  iieputie,  21th  of  May,  1629. 

Mr.  Harwood,  Trer.  iiz-vir*- 

Mr.  Addams,  Mr.  JLaten  tooke  the  Oath  oi  Assistant.     And 

Mr.  whichcoyte,       }^qq  jg  (Jcsircd  to  accompany  jMr.  Humphrey 

Mr.  flbxcroft,  ^  i        /-i  n  •    r      ^ 

Mr.  Eaton  ^o  Mr.  VVhyte,  the  Councello'",  to  bee  satisfied 

Mr.  Biison,  couceming    the    administerg"    Othes    to    the 

i\Ir.  Th.  Huson,  ^-^  o/-^  ii'T\t  i-'ii-nr 

Mr.  jno.  Noueii         vjou'^no'^  ot  Councell  m  INew  England.     Mr. 

Mr.  Humphrey,         Whctcombc  is  also  desircd  to  bee  wth  them. 

Mr.  iiutchiiis.  The  Court  of  the  18.*"^  of  May  was  now  read, 

as  also  the  Order  conceived  by  Mr.  Gou'^no'' 
&t  others  concerning  the  alloltm^  of  Lands,  h  a  prt  of  the  let- 
ter form'ly  written  in  this  prticuler  was  confirmed  ;  -  whervnto 

1  It  should  be  remembered  that  our  word  Rlister  was  origiually  blaster,  and  com- 
monly so  pronounced  at  the  period  of  this  record. 

2  The  letter  here  referred  to  cannot  be  the  one  written  to  Endicott  on  the  17th  and 
21st  of  April,  as  a  note  in  the  margin  of  the  record  appears  to  indicate,  and  as  has 
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this  Court  thought  fitt  to  add,  if  wthin  10  dayes  after  arrivall  of  A.D. 
these  shipps,  h  demand  made  by  any  prson,  Adventurer  in  the 
Com  Stock,  or  his  or  their  servant,  of  their  allottni'  of  land, 
the  same  not  being  done,  that  in  a  convenyent  place  not  form^'ly 
built  nor  manured  then  each  prson  be  prmitted  to  seate  him- 
selfe,  &  build  his  house,  h  inc[l]ose  the  same  to  his  or  their 
vse,  not  exceeding  the  one  halfe  of  that  prporcon  wch  by  the 
form^  Order  of  this  Court  is  allowed  ;  and  when  the  devydent 
is  made  to  bee  free  to  make  his  choice  w  in  the  said  allottm"^ 
if  hee  dislike  that  hee  had  form'ly  chosen. 

It  is  thought  fitt  that  the  Secretary  draw  out  at  larg[e]  the 
Orders  concerninge  the  Establishm^  of  the  Gou'^no''  &  Coun- 
cell  in  New  England,  as  also  the  Order  made  concerning  the 
allottm*  of  lands  :  And  Mr.  Gou''no^  Mr.  deputie,  Mr.  Trer, 
Mr.  Addams,  Mr.  Eaten,  Mr.  Hutchins,  Mr.  Nowell,  Mr.  Whet- 
combe,  Mr.  W"\  Vassall,  or  any  4  of  them,  wherof  the  Go'^  or 
deputie  to  bee  alwayes  on[e,]  are  desired  k,  appointed  to  meete 
&t  resolue  of  these  Order[s,]  h  to  affix  the  Companyes  Scale 
thervnto ;  as  also  for  prparing  Lres  to  bee  now  written,  &  to 
[resolve]  &  determine  of  all  other  busines  requisite  for  dis- 
patc[h]  of  these  Shipps. 

Present,  ^  Meetinsr  at  the  Gou^'no'"  house,  on  if'ryday,  the 

Mr.  Gou'no',  ^  5  0/    ^       J' 

Deputie,  22th  of  May,  1629. 

Mr.  Hunipl'rey.  The  Orders  drawne  for  the  stablishm^  of  the  May 22. 
Gou'^no'',  deputie,  &,  Councell,  h  other  officers  in  the  Planta- 
con  at  th[e]  Mattachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  as  also  the 
Orders  f[or]  the  devyding  &  allottm'  of  land  there  to  the 
Adventurer[s]  k.  others,  were  now  read,  advised  on,  Corrected, 
and  concluded  on,  k.c.  Togeather  wth  the  Gen'^all  Lre  from  the 
Company  heere  to  the  Gou^'no'"  &  Councell  ther[e.]  All  wch 
are  appointed  to  bee  fairely  engrossed,  and  the  said  Orders 
to  bee  Sealed  wth  the  Comon  Seale  of  the  Companie,  and  sent 
over  vpon  the  Shipps  now  ready  to  deprt  for  new  England. 

been  stated  by  others  ;  for  all  that  is  said  on  the  subject  in  that  letter  is,  that  the  Com- 
pany intend  to  send  instructions  respecting  it  in  their  next.  The  reference  is  proba- 
bly to  a  letter  drawn  up  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  two  preceding 
meetings,  which,  as  amended  and  confirmed  at  this  meeting  and  the  next,  was  sent 
with  "  the  General  Letter,"  dated  May  28th. 
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A.D.        [These  are  the  ordei-s  referred  to  on  page  37,  as  they  are  engrossed  on  one  of  the 
1629.    leaves  left  blank  by  Secretary  Burgess  before  commencing  his  records.] 

A  Gerfall  Court  holden  at  London,  the  30th  day  of  Aprill, 
1629,  hy  the  GoiCno''  &f  Company  of  the  Mattachnsetts  Bay 
in  JS'ew  England. 

Apr.  30.  Wheras  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Ma'-'':  hath  bin  gratiously  pleased  to 
erect  &  Establish  vs,  by  his  Ires  Patients  vnder  the  great  Seale  of  Eng- 
land, to  bee  a  body  Corporate,  entytuled  the  Gou'^no'^  &  Company  of  the 
Rlattachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  and  therby  hath  endowed  vs  wth 
many  large  &  ample  pruiledges  &  imunities,  wth  power  to  make  good  & 
wholsome  Lawes,  Orders,  &  Ordinances,  for  the  better  maintenance  & 
support  of  the  said  Pruiledges,  and  for  the  better  &  more  Orderly  &  regu- 
lar Gou''nm',  to  bee  obserued  in  the  prsecucon  &  prpragacon  of  o''  intended 
voyages  &  the  Plantacon  there,  authorising  vs  to  nominate  &  appoint  & 
select  fitt  prsons  amoungst  o'^selues  for  the  managing  Ordering  &  Gou''n- 
ing  of  o'^  affaires,  both  in  England  &  in  the  places  specified  &  graunted 
vnto  vs  by  vertue  of  his  Ma'^^:  said  Charier;  Wee  haue,  in  the  prsecucon 
of  the  said  power  &  authoritie  giuen  vs,  &  in  conformitie  there  vnto,  &  to 
the  purpose  &  intent  therof,  &  not  otherwise,  thought  fitt  to  settle  & 
establish  an  absolute  Gou^nm':  at  o'  Plantacon  in  the  said  Mattachuselts 
Bay  in  New  England;  wch,  by  the  Vote  &  consent  of  a  full  &  ample 
Court  now  Assembled,  is  thought  fitt  &  Ordered,  as  followeth,     (viz.) 

That  thirteene  of  such  as  shalbe  reputed  the  most  wyse,  honest,  expert, 
&  discreete  prsons,  resident  vpon  the  said  Plantacon,  shall  from  tyme  to 
tyme,  &  at  all  tyme  hereaft[er,]  haue  the  sole  managing  &  Ordering  of 
the  Gou''nm':  and  o'^  affaires  there ;  who,  to  the  best  of  their  Judgm'%  are 
to  endeavoi^  soe  to  settle  the  same,  as  may  make  most  to  the  Glory  of  God, 
the  furtherance  &  advancem':  of  this  hopeful  Plantacon,  the  Comfort, 
encouragm':  &  future  benefut  of  vs  &  others,  the  beginn''s  &  prsecuto'^s 
of  this  soe  laudable  a  worke ;  The  said  13  prsons,  soe  appointed,  to  bee 
entytled  by  the  name  of  the  Gou'^no"^  &  Councell  of  London's  Plantacon  in 
the  Mattachuselts  Bay  in  New  England. 

And  hauing  taken  into  due  consideracon  the  Meritt,  Worth,  &  good 
desert,  of  Capt.  John  Endecott,  &  others  lately  gone  over  from  hence 
wth  purpose  to  res5'de  &  continue  there.  Wee  haue,  wth  full  consent  and 
authoritie  of  this  Court,  &  by  ereccon  of  hands,  chosen  &  elected  the  s'* 
Capt:  John  Endecott,  to  the  place  of  p'^sent  Gou'^no'  in  o"^  said  Plantacon. 

Also,  by  the  same  power,  and  wth  the  like  full  &  free  consent,  wee 
haue  chosen  and  elected  Mr.  ffra:  Higgeson,  Mr.  Sam:  Skelton,  Mr.  ffr: 
Bright,  Mr.  John  Browne,  Mr.  Sam:  Browne,  Mr.  Tho:  Graues,  &  Mr. 
Samuell  Sharpe,  these  seaven,  to  bee  of  the  said  Councell ;  and  doe  hereby 
giue  power  &   authoritie  to  the  s'^  Gou'"no'',  &  those  seaven,  to  make 
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choice  of  3  others,  such  as  they  or  the  greater  nomb:  of  them  in  their  dis-  A.D. 
crecons  shall  esteeme  &  conceive  most  fitt  therevnto,  to  bee  also  of  the  1629. 
said  Councell. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  form''  Planters  there  may  haue  noe  iust  occa- 
sion of  excepcon,  as  being  excluded  out  of  the  pruiledges  of  the  Company, 
This  Court  are  content,  &  doe  Order,  by  ereccon  of  hands,  that  such  of 
the  said  form""  Planters  as  are  willing  to  Hue  wthin  the  Lymitts  of  o""  Plan- 
tacon,  shalbe  enabled,  &  are  hereby  authorized,  to  make  choice  of  2  such 
as  they  shall  thinke  fitt,  to  supply  &  make  vpp  the  nomb:  of  12  of  the 
said  Councell  ;  one  of  wch  12  is  by  the  Gou^nof  &  Councell,  or  the 
Maio""  pt  of  them,  to  bee  chosen  deputie  to  the  Gou'"no''  for  the  tyme  being. 

And  further,  the  Court  doth  authorize  &  giue  power  to  the  said  Gou'"no'" 
&  Councell,  or  the  Maio^  prt  of  them,  (wherof  the  Gou''no''  or  Deputie  to 
bee  alwayes  one,)  to  make  choice  of  a  Secretary,  &  such  other  suburdi- 
nate  officers  to  attend  them  at  their  Courts,  Meetings,  or  otherwise,  &c. 
as  in  their  discrecons  shall  seeme  meete  &  needfull  ; 

And  to  the  end  that  every  one  of  the  forenamed  Officers,  aswell  Gou'"- 
noi",  deputie,  &  Councell,  as  others  who  they  shall  thinke  fitt  to  nominate 
&  chuse,  may  bee  the  more  carefull  in  prformance  of  the  Charge  comitted 
vnto  them,  It  is  by  this  Court  thought  fitt  &  Ordered,  that  each  of  them 
shall  take  an  Oath,  prper  to  that  place  hee  shalbe  elected  &  chosen  to, 
wch  is  to  bee  administred  vnto  him  or  them,  at  the  tyme  of  his  or  their 
elleccon  or  admittance  into  the  said  seu'all  place  or  places. 

And  we  doe  hereby  authorize 

to  administer  vnto  the  Gou'noi'  the  Oath  to  his  place 
apprtaininge,^  and  that  the  Go'',  having  taken  his  Oath  as  aforesaid,  shall 
administer  the  Oath  to  the  deputie  apprtaining  to  his  place.  And  wee  doe 
further  hereby  authorize  the  Gou'^no'',  or  deputie,  or  either  of  them,  to 
administer  the  Oath  to  the  rest  of  the  Councell,  and  vnto  all  others  the 
seu''all  officers  respectively  ;  wch  said  Oathes  are  to  bee  administred  in  a 
publique  Court,  and  not  elswhere. 

It  is  further  concluded  on,  &  Ordered  by  this  Court,  that  the  said  Gou""- 
no'",  deputie,  &  Councell,  before  named,  soe  chosen  &  established  in 
their  seu'all  places,  shall  continue  &  bee  confirmed  therin  for  the  space  of 
one  whole  yeare  from  &  after  the  taking  the  Oath,  or  vntill  such  time  as 
this  Court  shall  thinke  fitt  to  make  choice  of  any  others  to  succeed  in  the 
place  or  places  of  them  or  any  of  them. 

And  if  it  shall  please  God  that  any  of  them,  or  any  others  to  bee  here- 
after chosen  to  any  office  there,  shall  deprt  this  lyfe  before  th'xpiracon  of 
the  tyme  they  were  soe  chosen,  or  for  any  misdemeano""  or  vnfittnes  shalbe 
held  vnmeete  for  the  place  hee  was  form'ly  chosen  vnto,  that  then  the 


'  Hubbard  says  the  oath  was  to  be  administered  by  Mr.  Higginson,  Mr.  Bright, 
Mr.  Samuel  Browne,  Mr.  J.  Browne,  and  Mr.  Sharpe.  In  case  of  their  absence  it 
was  to  be  done  by  Abraham  Pahner  and  Elias  Stileraan.     Hist  of  N.  E.  p.  122. 
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A.D.  Gou^'no'",  or  deputie  &  CouncelQ,]  or  the  greater  nomber  of  them,  at  an 
1629,  ample  Court  assemb[led,]  shall  haiie  power,  and  hereby  are  authorized, 
not  only  to  remove  &  displace  such  vnfitt  prson  or  prsons,  but  also  to 
nominate  &  choose  a  fitt  prson  or  prsons  to  succeed  him  or  them  soe 
deceased,  remoued,  or  displaced,  as  aforesaid,  into  the  said  place  or 
places,  for  the  residue  of  the  tyme  vnexpired. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  on  &  Ordered,  that  the  Gou'"no''  for  the  tyme 
heeing  shall  haue  power,  &  is  heereby  authorized,  to  call  Courts  &  meet- 
ings, in  places  &  at  tymes  convenyent,  as  to  his  discrecon  shall  seeme 
meete ;  wch  power  is  heereby  also  conferred  vpon  the  deputie  in  the 
absence  of  the  said  Gou^'no'' ;  and  the  said  Gou^'no''  or  deputie,  togeather 
wth  the  said  Councell,  being  chosen  &  assembled  as  aforesaid,  and  hauing 
taken  their  Oaths  respectively  to  their  seu''all  places,  They,  or  the  greaf 
nom''.  of  them,  wherof  the  Gourno""  or  deputie  to  bee  alwayes  one,  are 
authorized  by  this  Act,  grounded  on  the  Power  derived  from  his  ]\Ia'*: 
Charter,  to  make,  Ordaine  and  establish,  all  mann''  of  wholsome  &  rea- 
sonable lawes,  Orders,  Ordinances,  &  Constitucons,  (soe  as  the  same  bee 
noe  way  repugnant  or  contrary  to  the  lawes  of  the  Realme  of  England,) 
for  the  administring  of  Justice  vpon  Malefacto's,  and  inflicting  condigne 
punishm':  vpon  all  other  offendo's,  and  for  the  furtherance  and  prpagaiing 
of  the  said  Plantacon,  and  the  more  decent  &  Orderly  Gou''nm':  of  the 
inhabitants  resydent  there. 

The  Oath  of  the  Goirno^  in  New  England. 

,  "'*"  .  .  ,  Yo>i  shalbe  faithfull  and  Lvall  vnto  o''  Souraigne 
to  bee  admmislrea  ■'  " 

to  the  deputie.  Lord,   the  Kings  Ma'>',  &  to  his  heires  &  Successo'"s  ; 

you  shall  support  and  maintaine,  to  yo'^  power,  the  Gou''nm':  &  Com- 
pany of  the  Mattachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  in  America,  &  the 
p''viledges  of  the  same,  haueing  noe  singular  regard  to  yo^selfe  in  deroga- 
con  or  hinderance  of  the  Comon  wealth  of  this  Company ;  and  to  every 
prson  vnder  yo'  authoritie  yo"  shall  administer  indifferent  &  equall  iustice. 
Statutes  &  Ordinances  shall  yo"  none  make  wthout  th'  advice  &  consent 
of  the  Councell  for  the  Gou'"nm':  of  the  Mattachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land ;  yo"  shall  admitt  none  into  the  ffreedome  of  this  Company  but  such 
as  may  clayme  the  same  by  vertue  of  the  priuiledges  therof;  yo^  shall 
not  bynde  yo''selfe  to  enter  into  any  business  or  prcess  for  or  in  the  name 
of  this  Companie,  w^^out  the  consent  &  agreem':  of  the  Councell  afore- 
said, but  shall  endeavo''  faithfully  &  carefully  to  carry  yo'"selfe  in  this 
place  &  office  of  Gou'^no'',  as  long  as  yo"  shall  continue  in  it  ;  and  like- 
wise yo"  shall  doe  yo""  best  endeavo''  to  draw  on  the  Natiues  of  this  Coun- 
try, called  New  England,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  True  God,  and  to  con- 
serve the  Planters,  &  others  coming  hether,  in  the  same  knowledge  & 
feare  of  God  ;  and  yo"  shall  endeavo^  by  all  good  meanes  to  advance  the 
good  of  the  Plantacons  of  this  Companie,  and  yo"  shall  endeavo'^  the  rais- 
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ing  of  such  Comodilies  for  the  benefitt  and  encouragm'  of  th'  adventurers    A.D. 
&  Planters  as,  through  Gods  blessing  on  yo""  endeavors,  may  bee  prduced    1629. 
for  the  good  &  service  of  the  Kingdome  of  England,  this  Company  and 
their  Plantacons.    All  these  prmises  yo^  shall  hold  &  keepe,  to  the  vtter- 
most  of  yo""  power  &  skill,  soe  long  as  yo"'  shall  continue  in  the  place  of 
Gou'^no''  of  this  fellowshipp,  soe  helpe  yo"'  God. 

The  Oath  of  the  Councell  in  New  England. 

Yow  Sweare  to  bee  faithfull  &  Loiall  to  o''  Sou'aigne  Lord,  the  Kings 
Ma'i'^:,  and  to  his  heires  and  Successo''s  ;  yo^  shall  from  tyme  to  tyme 
giue  yo^  best  advice  &  Councell  for  supporting  &  mainlaininge  the  Comon 
wealth  &  Corporacon  of  the  Gou''no'"  &  Company  of  the  Mattachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England,  not  sparing  for  loue  ne  dread,  for  fauo""  nor  meede, 
but  according  to  the  Statutes  &  Ordinances  made,  &  to  bee  made,  by  ver- 
tue  of  the  Charter  of  the  said  Companie,  shall  effectually  assist  the  Gour- 
nC",  or  his  deputie  &  Councell  of  the  said  Companie,  in  executing  the 
said  Statutes  &  Ordinances,  haueing  noe  singular  regard  to  yo''selfe  in 
derogacon  of  the  Comon  Wealth  of  the  same  ;  all  these  prmises  yo'^^  shall 
hold  &  truely  keepe,  to  yo""  power,  soe  long  as  yo"^^  shall  continue  in  the 
place  or  office  of  one  of  the  said  Councell,  soe  helpe  yo^^  God. 

At  a  Court  of  Assistants,  on  Thursday  the  2V^  of  May,  1629. 

This  Court  taking  into  due  &  mature  consideracon  how  necessary  it  May  21. 
wilbe  that  a  devydent  bee  forthwth  made  of  some  competent  quantitie  of 
land  in  the  london  Plantacon  in  New  England,  both  for  the  prsent  accomo- 
dacon  of  the  people  lately  gone  thither,  aswell  to  build  them  houses,  as  to 
inclose  &  manure  &  to  feed  their  Cattle  on,  Haue  thought  fitt  &  Ordered, 
that  the  Goui'no'",  deputie,  &  Councell  there,  shall  make  a  devydent 
accordingly,  and  allott  the  same  vnto  the  seu''all  Adventu^s  and  others,  as 
followeth,  viz'. 

That  200  Acres  of  land  bee  by  them  allotted  to  each  Adventurer  for 
50"'  Adventure  in  the  Comon  Stock,  and  soe  after  that  rate,  &  according 
to  that  prporcon,  for  more  or  less,  as  the  adventure  is,  to  th'  intent  they 
may  build  their  houses  &  improue  their  label's  thereon. 

That  every  Adventurer  in  the  Comon  Stock,  or  seruant  for  him,  or  on 
his  behalfe,  shall  make  request  or  demand  to  the  Gou''noi"  or  deputie  & 
Councell,  to  haue  a. prporcon  of  land  allotted  vnto  him  accordingly;  and 
if,  wihin  ten  dayes  after  such  request  or  demand  made,  the  same  bee  not 
sett  out  &  allotted  vnto  him,  then  such  prson  or  prsons  are,  by  vertue  of 
this  Act,  prmitted  and  authorized  to  seate  him  or  themselues,  and  build 
his  or  their  house  or  houses,  and  inclose  and  manure  ground,  in  any  con- 
venyent  place  or  places  not  formMy  built  vpon  or  manured  ;  prvyded  that 
the  land  soe  made  choice  of  by  any  such  prson  or  prsons  doe  not  exceede 
6 
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A.D.  ia  quantytie  the  one  halfe  of  the  land  wch  is  to  bee  allotted  vnto  him  or 
1629.  them  by  devydent,  according  to  this  Order  aboue  written  ;  wth  libty  also, 
when  the  first  devydent  shalbe  made,  to  take  his  or  their  allottm^  of  land 
as  others  doe,  in  leiu  of  this,  if  in  the  meane  tyme  the  first  choice  shalbe 
disliked  by  them  or  any  of  them.  And  for  further  explanacon  of  this 
Act,  it  is  ihough[t]  fitt,  that  if  the  Piatt  of  ground  wheron  the  Towne  is  to 
bee  built  bee  sett  out,  and  that  it  bee  publiquely  knowne  to  bee  intended 
for  that  purpose,  that  then  noe  man  shall  prsume  to  build  his  house  in 
any  other  place,  (vnless  it  bee  in  the  Mattachusetts  Bay,  and  there  accord- 
ing to  such  direccon  as  shalbe  thought  meete  for  that  place  ;)  and  in  case 
his  allottmt  for  building  his  house  wthin  the  Piatt  of  ground  sett  out  for 
building  of  the  Towne  bee  not  appointed  vnto  him  wthin  10  dayes  after 
demand  or  request  to  the  Gournor  or  the  deputie  &  Councell  for  the  same, 
it  shalbe  free  for  any,  being  an  Adventurer  in  the  Comon  stock,  or  his 
seruant  for  him,  or  on  his  behalfe,  to  build  his  house  in  any  place  wthin 
the  said  Piatt  sett  out  for  the  Towne,  and  to  impale  to  the  quantitie  of 
halfe  an  acre  of  Ground  for  each  50^  Adventure  in  the  Comon  Stock; 
vnless  a  greater  or  lesser  prporcon  bee  formi"ly  determined  by  the  Gou'"no' 
&  Councell,  by  wch  each  builder  is  to  bee  guided  &  directed. 

It  is  farther  thought  fitt,  &  Ordered,  that  all  such  as  goe  over  in  prson, 
or  send  over  others  at  their  ovvne  Charge,  and  are  Adventurers  in  the 
Comon  Stock,  shall  haue  lands  allotted  vnto  them  for  each  prson  they 
transport  to  inhabite  the  Plantacon,  aswell  seruants  as  all  others  ;  wch  50 
Acres  of  land,  soe  allotted  to  seruants  or  others,  is  heereby  Ordered  to 
bee  to  &  for  the  vse  of  his  Master  or  setter  forth,  being  an  Adventurer  in 
the  Comon  Stock,  to  dispose  of  at  his  discrecon,in  regard  the  Mr.,  &c.  is 
at  the  Charge  of  the  said  seruant  &  others,  their  transportacon.  Wages,  & 
otherwise  ;  but  for  such  as  being  noe  Adventurers  in  the  Comon  Stock 
shall  transport  themselues  and  their  famylies,  It  is  Ordered  that  50  Acres 
of  land  shall  [be]  allotted  &  set  out  for  the  I\Ir.  of  the  fFamilie,  and  such  a 
prporcon  of  land  more,  if  there  bee  cause,  as  accordinge  to  their  Charge 
&  qualitie  the  Gou''no''  &  Councell  of  the  Plantacon  there  shall  thinke 
necessary  for  them,  wherby  their  Charge  may  bee  fully  &  amply  sup- 
ported, vnless  it  bee  to  any  wth  whom  the  Company  in  London  haue  or 
shall  make  any  other  prticuler  agreem',  to  wch  relacon  is  to  bee  had  in 
such  case. 

And  to  the  end  every  Adventurer  may  the  more  safely  &  peaceably 
enioy  their  said  lands,  allotted  vnto  them  or  chosen  by  them,  and  the 
houses  they  build  thervpon  as  abouesaid,  It  is  thought  fitt,  &  Ordered  by 
this  Court,  that  Conveyances  shalbe  made  therof  vnto  each  prticuler  man, 
for  the  land  he  possesseth,  in  the  Companj'^es  name,  and  the  Comon  Seale 
of  the  Company  to  bee  thervnto  aflSxed  by  the  Gou'^no'"  &  Councell  there 
at  the  Charge  of  the  Company  ;  wch  Comon  Seale  is  by  this  Court  thought 
fitt  &  Ordered  to  bee  Comitted  to  the  Charge  &  keeping  of  the  Gourno""  for 
the  tyme  beinge,  and  in  his  absence  to  his  deputie  there. 
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All  wch  prmisses  before  mencon'"*!  the  Company  doe  by  gen''all    A.D. 
consent  ratyfie,  establish,  and  confirme  ;  and  doe  also  Order,  that    1629. 
Coppyes  of  these  Acts  shalbe  sent  ouer  to  the  Gou'^no''  and  Coun- 
cell  there  resydent,  subscribed  by  the  Go"",  deputie,  &  six  of  the 
Assistants  here,  and  Sealed  wth  the  Comon  Scale  of  the  Companie. 


Present, 
Mr.  Gounior, 
Mr.  deputie, 
Mr.  Harwood,  Trer, 
Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Jo.  Venn, 
Mr.  Backhouse, 
Mr.  Wm.  Vassall, 
Mr.  Webb, 
Mr.  Humfrey, 
Mr.  Crane, 
Mr.  PuUistoii, 
Mr.  ffoxcrofl, 


A  Geifall  Court  the  llth  of  June,  1629. 

This  Court  was  appointed  to  take  considera- 
con  of  raising  of  monyes  for  paym^  of  divers 
debts  &£  bills  ;  and  thervpon  an  Estimate  was 
made  of  what  was  Owing  pr  Seu''alls  bills,  & 
wch  are  ofnecessitie  to  bee  presently  paid. 

That  an  other  day  bee  appointed,  h  the 
whole  Company  to  bee  sumoned  by  Ticketts, 
wch  is  thought  fitt  to  bee  on  wensday  next. 
Mr.  Godden,  Mr.  of  the  Shipp  ^  [blank,]  made  demand  of 
fFraight  p^'tended  to  bee  due  vnto  him  for  his  last  voyage ;  but 
bee  not  expressing  a  certaine  some,  this  Assembly  thinke  fitt  to 
deferr  him  till  the  next  Court ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme  bee  is 
desired  to  bring  in  a  note  of  what  is  due,  as  also  to  giue  secu- 
ritie  to  the  Company  to  free  them  from  any  furj;her  demands, 
&;c.  and  thervpon  a  fynall  conclusion  thereof  to  bee  made. 


June  11. 


Present, 
Mr.  Gou'nor, 
Mr.  Deputie, 
Sr.  R.  Saltonstall, 
Mr.  Geo.  ffoxcroft, 
Mr.  Ri.  Perry, 
Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Whitcombe, 
Mr.  Pococke, 
Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Noell, 
Mr.  Harwood,  Trer, 
Mr.  Whyte, 
Mr.  Pelham, 
Mr.  Cooke, 
Mr.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Ballard, 
Mr.  Pulison, 


A  GerVall   Court  at  the  deputyes  house,  on 
Wensday,  the  llth  of  June,  1629. 

Mr.  [Isaac]  Johnson  was  sworne  an  Assistant  June  n. 
of  this  Company,  being  chosen  thervnto  at  a 
Court  the  13th  of  May,  1629. 

Mr.  Gou'^no'  moved  that  a  Course  might  bee 
setled  for  bringing  in  of  monyes,  and 

Mr.  Trer  returned  a   Note  concerning  the  • 
Lecestershir[e]  men.     It  was  Propounded, 

To  Encrease  their  form''  subscricons  ; 

To  invyte  others  to  vnderwryte  ; 


I  Henry  Gauden  was  master  of  the  Abigail.     (See  A7ite,  p.  10  ) 
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To  borrow  mony  for  a  tyme  to  supply  th' 
occasions  ; 

To  take  vpp  mony  at  Interest ; 


A.D,         ^Ir.  Walgraue, 
1629  ^^''  Backhouse, 

Mr.  Da\-is, 
Mr.  Edm.  AVhyte, 
Capt.  AValler, 
Capt.  Venn, 
Mr.  Davis, 
Mr.  Tho.  Andrewes, 
Mr.  Aldrsey. 


Names  ofthosem  Court 'phat  thosc   hcerc  prscnt  doc  furnish  200  or 

that  viiderwritl  to  lend.  '■ 

100  a  peece  [&]  to  haue  allowance  for  it. 


Sr.  R.  Saltonslall. 
Mr.  Gournor, 
Mr.  Deputie, 

Perrie, 

Addams, 
Increase  Noell, 
George  Harwood, 
Rich.  Wh>  te, 
Mr.      Clark, 
Sym.  Whetcomb, 
Tho.  Hutchins, 
Edw.  Cooke, 
Dan.  Ballard, 
Edm.  Whyle, 
Joseph  Caron, 

Aldersey, 
Tho.  Ajidrewes. 


150 
50 


The  Court  taking  into  consideracon  the 
2^  necessltie  of  a  prsent  supply  of  the  some  of 
^^  fifteene  hundred  pounds  for  discharsino;  of 
50  debts  &  bills,  &  that  the  monyes  vnderwrit- 
£5  ten  by  the  Adventurers  &  not  yett  brought  in, 
'^  nor  not  likely  to  bee  brought  in,  in  conven- 
50  yent  tyme  for  Satisffaccon  of  those  debts  and 
^  bills  wch  are  of  Necessitie  to  bee  prsently 
^5  paid  ;  vpon  Seu^'all  prposicons  made,  it  [is] 
^'^  desired  &;  concluded  on,  that  those  of  the 
Company  heere  prsent,  would  each  of  them 
voluntarilie  lend  such  a  some  of  mony  as  hee  shall  thinke  fitt, 
for  advancing  the  some  wanting,  and  to  haue  the  Comon  Seale 
of  the  Companie  for  the  repaym*  therof,  according  to  the  tyme 
for  wch  hee  or  they  soe  lend  the  same;  and  also  tha[t]  the 
Secretarie  bee  appointed  to  goe  to  such  others  of  the  Companie 
not  prsent  as  Mr.  Gou'"no'^  shall  name,  to  intimate  the  same  vnto 
them,  &  to  desire  them  to  vnderwryte  what  somes  they  will 
lend  for  this  occasion,  according  as  many  of  the  Comp.  heere 
present  haue  done.  And  it  is  Ordered  that  the  Comon  Seale 
of  the  Company  bee  giuen  to  them,  &,  all  others  that  will 
lende,  for  repaym^  therof  at  such  tyme  as  they  shall  desire  the 
same. 

Audito'^s  appointed  for  auditing  th'  accompts,  viz.  Mr. 
Symon  Whetcombe,  Mr.  Nathaniell  ^Vright,  Mr.  Noell,  Mr. 
Perry,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Andrewes ; 
these  8,  or  any  4  or  more  of  them,  to  meete  at  a  Convenyent 
tyme  &;  place  to  audite  the  Accompts. 

A  Coraittee  for  reducing  of  all  form"^  Orders  into  a  Method, 
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viz.  The  Gou''no'',  Mr.  Whyte,  Mr.  Dauenport,  Mr.  Johnson,  A.D. 
Capt.  Waller,  Capt.  Venn,  Mr.  Aldersey,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Wright,  &;  Mr.  Darby,  they  or  any  4  [of  them,]  and  to  prsent 
the  same  to  the  next  gen''all  Court,  to  bee  ratyfied  &£  con- 
firmed, in  prt  or  in  whole,  as  shalbe  then  thought  fitt ;  wch  are 
then  by  the  Secretary  to  bee  entered  into  a  faire  booke  to  bee 
kept  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  vsage  &  Custome  of 
other  Companyes. 

A  Gerfall  Court,  holden  for  the  Company  of  the  Mattachusetts 
Say  in  New  England,  at  Mr.  Deputyes  house,  on  Tewsday 
the  28  of  July,  1629.         Prsent, 

Mr.  Matt.  Cradock,  Gd",  Mr.  Jos.  Bradshawe,      July  28 

Mr.  Thomas  Goff,  Dept,  Mr.  Burnell, 

Mr.  George  Harwood,  Trer^  Mr.  River, 

r  Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  Mr.  Dan.  Ballard, 

I  Mr.  Nathaniel  Wright,  Mr.  Spurstowe, 

I  Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton,  Mr.  Tho.  Hewson, 

Mr.  Richard  Perry,  Mr.  Woodgate, 

I  Mr.  Increase  Noell,  Mr.  Web, 

Mr.  Symon  Whetcombe,  Mr.  Crane, 

Mr.  John  Pocock, 

Mr.  Colson,  GerCalitie. 

Mr.  Hutchins, 

Mr.  Willjam  Pinchon, 
L  Mr.  Sam.  Vassall, 

The  busines  treated  on  at  the  last  Meeting  was  now  read  ; 
and  thervpon  the  accompts  of  Mr.  Gou^'no'^,  Mr.  deputie,  and 
Mr.  Trer.  being  now  prsented  to  this  Court,  the  Audito's  for- 
m^y  appointed  for  Auditing  the  Comp.  accompts,  were  now 
desired  to  meete  &  pruse  &;  Audite  these  accompts  ;  wch  they 
haue  agreed  to  doe  to  morrow  in  th'  afternoone. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Gou'"no'',  that  a  shipp  of  400  Tonnes 
&£  of  good  force,  being  now  to  be  sold,  should  bee  bought  for 
the  Companyes  vse,  vpon  their  gen'"all  Stock  ;  or  th[at]  some 
prticuler  members  of  the  Comp.  would  vndertake  to  buy  the 
said  shipp,  in  regard  the  Company  are  not  now  in  Cash  ;  & 
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A.D.  that  the  Company  will  not  only  hnploy  that  shipp,  but  take 
"  '  other  shipps  of  them  of  less  defence,  for  Transport  of  their 
Cattle  &  all  other  Comodities,  from  tym[e]  to  tyme,  soe  long 
as  they  shalbe  wiUing  to  furnish  such  shippinge ;  whervpon 
Mr.  Gou'no'  declared  that  hee  was  willing  to  take  i  prt  of  the 
s''  ship,  or  vnder. 


and  did  wryte 

iprt 

Mr.  Revell, 

tV 

Mr.  Deputie, 

1 

Mr.  Aldersey, 

tV 

Mr.  Adams, 

i 

Mr.  Milburne, 

i 

Mr.  Wright, 

i 

Mr.  Huson, 

1 
TF 

Mr.  Eaton, 

1 
TF 

The  Company, 

i 

Mr.  Whetcombe, 

tV 

A  Ire  of  the  27th  of  May  from  Mr.  Jo.  Endecott  was  now 
read  ;  ^  wherin,  amongst  other  things  hee  complaines  of  the 
prphane  «S&  dissolute  lining  of  divers  of  o'"  Nation,  form''  Traders 
to  those  prts,  and  of  their  irregular  Trading  wth  the  Indians, 
Contrary  to  his  late  Ma'*  prclamacon  ;  desiring  that  the  Com- 
pany would  take  the  same  into  their  serious  consideracon,  &>  to 
vse  some  speedy  means  heere  for  reformacon  therof.  Wher- 
vpon the  Proclamacon  made  in  Anno  1622.  was  read,-  and  it 
is  thought  fitt  that  suite  bee  made  to  his  Ma'>,  or  the  lords,  for 
renewing  therof,  wth  addicon  of  such  benefitiall  clauses  as 
shalbe  needful  for  reforming  so  great  &  vnsufiFerable  abuses ; 
and  Mr.  Gou^no^  Mr.  Aldersey,  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Eaton,  are 
desire[d]  to  repair  to  the  lo.  Keepr  &  Mr.  Sec.  Coke,  to 
acquaint  their  hono'"s  herewth,  and  afterwards  a  peticon  to  bee 
prsented  to  the  Councell  Board  accordingly. 

A  Note  of  divers  prposicons  ofFred  to  the  Consideracon  of 
this  Company  by  one  John  Betts  was  read,  prtending  that  hee 
is  able  to  discou"^  diuers  things  for  the  good  h  advancm^  of  the 
plantacon  &  the  benefitt  of  this  Company;  whervpon  some  of 

1  It  is  a  misfortune  to  history  that  the  letters  -writteii  by  Eadicott  to  the  Company 
are  not  to  be  found.  As  official  accounts  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  afiairs  in 
the  new  colony  they  may  have  contained  valuable  information  that  has  not  been 
preserved  in  other  forms. 

2  The  proclamation  is  in  Hazard^s  Collection  of  State  Papers,  1,  151,  taken  from 
Rymer^s  Fadera,  xvii.  416.  The  result  of  the  Company's  petition  was  a  new  procla- 
mation issued  Nov.  24th,  1630,  which  is  also  in  Hazard,  1,  311. 
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those  heere  prsent  were  desired  to  enquire  further  of  him,  not    A.D. 
only  of  his  abiUtie  but  of  his  deportm^  in  his  lyfe  &,  Con  versa- 
con,  and    then  the  Company  to  treat  wth  him  as  they  shall 
thinke  fitt. 

Also  Mr.  Webb  moued  concerning  a  fFrench  Man,  being  a 
Phisition,  and  otherwise  well  qualifyed,  who  is  desirous  to  goe 
over  to  Hue  vpon  the  Companys  plantacon,  &i  gaue  good  com- 
endacons  both  of  his  sufFyciency  &  of  his  godly  lyfe  h  conver- 
sacon  ;  and  of  one  Mr.  Gardner,  an  able  k,  expert  man  in  divers 
faccultyes,  who  are  to  bee  further  enquired  of  and  treated  wth 
against  the  next  meeting  of  the  Companie. 

It  is  also  thought  fitt  k.  Ordered,  that  Lres  bee  written 
to  tho[se]  in  the  Country  to  pay  in  what  they  are  behinde 
vpon  their  subscripcons  ;  &  that  some  tradesmen  heere  in  Lon- 
don that  haue  occasion  to  trauell  into  any  of  those  prts  bee 
desired  to  receive  the  Mony  on  the  Companys  behalfe. 

And  lastly,  Mr.  Gou''no''  read  certaine  prposicons  conceiv[ed] 
by  himselfe,  viz'.  That  for  the  Advancem*  of  the  Plantacon, 
the  inducing  &  encouraging  Persons  of  worth  &i  qualitie  [to] 
transplant  themselues  k,  famylyes  thether,  &  for  other  weighty 
reasons  therin  contained,  to  transferr  the  Gou''nm'  of  the  Plan- 
tacon to  those  that  shall  inhabite  there,  and  not  to  continue  the 
same  in  subordinacon  to  the  Company  heer[e,]  as  now  it  is  ; 
This  busines  occasioned  some'  debate ;  but  by  reason  of  the 
many  great  k  considerable  consiquences  thervpon  depending, 
it  was  not  now  resolued  vpon,  but  those  prsent  are  desired  pri- 
vately k  seriously  to  consider  hereof,  k  to  sett  downe  their 
prticuler  reasons  in  wryting  pro  k  contra,  k  to  prduce  the 
same  at  the  next  gen'all  Cour[t]  ;  where  they  being  reduced  to 
heads,  and  maturely  considere[d]  of,  the  Company  may  then 
prceede  to  fynall  resolucon  the  [rein]  ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme 
they  are  desyred  to  carry  this  busines  secretly,  that  the  same 
bee  not  devulged. 
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A.D.   A  G  erf  all  Court  holden  at  Mr.  Deputy  es  house,  the  28th  of 
1629.  Auj^ust,  1629. 

Aug.  28.  "^ 

Present, 

Mr.  Goff,  Deputie,  Mr.  Nowell, 

Mr.  Harwood,  Trer,  Mr.  Ffoxcroft, 

Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Whyte, 

Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Cooke, 

Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Humfreys,  Mr.  Wright, 

Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Whetcombe, 

Capt.  Venn,  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Pocock,  Mr.  Revell, 

Mr.  Perry,  Mr.  Dauis, 

Mr.  Colston,  Mr.  Eaton, 

Mr.  Pinchion,  Mr.  Colbrand. 
Mr.  Wm.  Vassall, 

Mr.  Deputie  acquainted  this  Court,  that  the  espetiall  cause 
of  their  meeting  was  to  giue  answere  to  divers  gent,  intending 
to  goe  into  new  England,  whether  or  noe  the  chiefe  Gou''nm^ 
of  the  Plantacon,  togeather  wth  the  Pattent,  should  bee  setled 
in  New  England  or  heere  ; 

Whervpon  it  was  Ordered,  that  this  afternoone  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Spurstowe,  and  such  others  as  they 
should  thinke  fitt  to  call  vnto  them,  whether  they  were  of  the 
Company  or  not,  to  consider  of  Argum^*  against  the  setling  of 
the  cheife  Gou''nm'  in  new  England  ;  And  on  the  other  syde, 
S'".  Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Johnson,  Capt.  Venn,  and  such 
others  as  they  should  call  vnto  them,  to  prpare  argum'^  for  the 
setling  of  the  s*^  Gou'nm'  in  New  England  ;  and  that  to  morrow 
Morning,  being  the  29th  of  Aug.,  at  7  of  the  Clock,  both  sydes 
should  meete  &;  consyder  and  weigh  each  others  Argum'®,  and 
afterwards  at  9  of  the  Clock  (wch  is  the  tyme  appointed  of 
meeting  for  a  Gen'"all  Court)  to  make  report  thereof  to  the 
whole  Company,  who  then  will  determine  this  business. 
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A  Gerfall  Court  at  Mr.  Deputyes  house,  the  '2Qth  of  August,    A.D. 


1629. 

Prsent, 

1629. 
Aug.  29. 

Mr.  Deputie, 

Mr.  Harwood,  Trer, 

Sr.  Ri.  Saltonstall, 

Mr.  Perry, 

Mr.  Johnson, 

Mr.  Ffoxcroft, 

Mr.  Davenport, 

Mr.  Dauys, 

Mr.  Aldersey, 

Mr.  Ironsyde, 

Mr.  Humfrey, 

Mr.  PlNCHON, 

Capt.  Waller, 

Mr.  Wm.  Vassall, 

Capt.  Venn, 

Mr.  Rowe, 

Mr,  Adams, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Eaton, 

Mr.  Nowell, 

Mr.  Sam.  Vassall, 

» 

Mr.  Webb, 

Mr.  Wright, 

Mr.  Whetcombe, 

Mr.  Colston, 

Mr.  Colbrand. 

Mr.  Pocock, 

This  day  the  Coinittees  wch  were  appointed  to  meete  yes- 
terday in  the  afternoone  to  consider  of  arguments  pro  &  contra 
touching  the  setling  of  the  Gou'^nm*  of  the  Companyes  Plan- 
tacon  in  New  England,  being  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
last  Court  mett  togeather,  debated  their  argum'*  and  reasons  on 
both  sydes  ;  wher[ej  were  prsent  many  of  the  Assistants  &; 
gen''alitie  ;  and  after  a  long  debate  Mr.  Deputie  put  it  to  the 
question,  as  folio weth  : 

As  many  of  you  as  desire  to  haue  the  Pattent  and  the 
Gou''nm*  of  the  Plantacon  to  bee  transfen'ed  to  new  England, 
soe  as  it  may  bee  done  legally,  hold  vp  yo""  hands.  Soe  many 
as  will  not,  hold  vpp  yo""  hands. 

Where,  by  ereccon  of  hands,  it  appeared  by  the  gen^all 
consent  of  the  Company,  that  the  GouW  [&]  Pattent  should 
bee  setled  in  new  England,  &£  accordingly  an  Order  to  bee 
drawne  vpp.^ 

1  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  rights  and  powers  which  the  colonists  derived  from 
their  charter,  have  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion.  Chabiers,  in  his  Political 
Annals,  and  Robertson,  in  his  History  of  America,  deny  to  the  colonists  both  the 
privilege  of  freedom  of  worslup,  and  the  right  of  removing  their  charter  and  govern- 
ment from  the  mother  country.    Puritan  writers  of  that  day  thought  difi'erently. 
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j^  J)     A  Gen' all  Court  holden  at  Mr.  Deputy es  house,  the  19th  of 

1629.  Sept.  1629.          Prsent, 

Sept.  19. 

Mr.  Matt.  Cradock,  Gov"",  Mr.  Colson, 

Mr.  Tho.  Goff,  Dep',  Mr.  Pinchon, 

Mr.  Geo.  Harwood,  Trer,  Mr.  Hutchins, 

Mr.  Spurstowe,  Mr.  Perry, 

Mr.  Pocock,  Mr.  Whetcombe, 

Mr.  Wrighte,  &,  others. 

At  this  Court  Ires  were  read  from  Capt.  Endicott  and  others 
from  new  E.  ;  and  wheras  a  difference  hath  falne  out,  betwixt 
the  Gou'"no''  there  &,  Mr.  John  &i  Samuell  Browne,  it  was 
agreed  by  the  Court,  that  for  the  determinacon  of  those  differ- 
ences, Mr.  John  &  Samuell  Browne  might  choose  any  3  or  4 
of  the  Company  on  their  behalfe,  to  heare  the  said  differences, 
the  Company  choosing  as  many  :  Whervpon  the  said  Mr.  John 
and  Samuell  Browne  made  choice  of  Mr.  Sam.  Vassell,  &;  Mr. 
W™.  Vassell,  Mr.  Symon  Whetcombe,  h  Mr.  Willm  Pinchion  ; 
and  for  the  Companie  there  were  chosen  Mr.  John  Whyte,  Mr. 
John  Davenport,  Mr.  Isack  Johnson,  &  Mr.  John  Wynthropp  ; 
who,  wth  the  Gou'^no'"  or  deputie,  are  to  determine  &  end  the 
business  the  first  Tewsday  in  the  next  Tearme ;  and  if  any  of 
the  aforenamed  prtyes  bee  absent,  others  to  bee  chosen  by 
ether  prtyes  in  their  steade. 

They  claimed  for  the  Company  the  liberty  to  worship  according  to  the  dictates  of  pri- 
vate conscience,  and  based  the  legahty  of  the  removal  of  the  government  upon  the 
judgment  of  learned  counsel.  Grahame  takes  similar  ground  with  regard  to  religious 
freedom,  but  considers  it  unaccountable  to  every  person  in  the  slightest  degree  con- 
versant with  legal  considerations,  that  the  emigrants  received  a  favorable  opinion 
respecting  the  transfer  of  the  charter.  Bancroft  intimates  an  opinion  that  the  Gover- 
nor, Deputy,  Assistants,  and  Freemen,  could  lawfully  emigrate,  and  thus  break  down 
the  distinction  between  the  Colony  and  the  Corporation ;  but  says,  on  the  authority  of 
Judge  Story,  that  the  charter  was  far  from  conceding  to  the  patentees  the  freedom  of 
religious  worship.  Chalmers,  p.  150  ;  Robertson,  ch.  10  ;  Grahame,  Vol.  I.  lib.  2d, 
chaps.  1  and  2  ;  Bancroft,  Vol.  I.  p.  343. 

This  diversity  of  sentiment  among  learned  and  able  men  affords  at  least  a  plausible 
justification  of  the  construction  of  their  charter  adopted  by  the  colonists  ;  to  which 
should  be  added  the  fact  that  their  proceedings  were  open  and  notorious,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  acquiescence  of  the  British  government.  The  charter  itself  declares 
that  it  "  shall  be  construed,  reputed,  and  adjudged,  in  all  cases,  most  favorably  on  the 
behalfe,  and  for  the  benefit  and  behoofe  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
their  successors." 
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For  the  vnlading  of  the  Shipps  now  come,  viz.  the  Lyons  A.D. 
Whelpe  and  the  Talbott,  it  was  desired  that  the  Gou'^no''  k,  ^^^^' 
deputie  would  take  such  Order  therin  as  they  should  thinke  fitt. 

And  lastly  for  the  5  boyes  returned  from  New  England 
vpon  the  Talbutt/  It  is  to  bee  advised  on  what  course  to  bee 
taken  for  their  punishm*,  either  by  prcuring  Mr.  Recorder  his 
Warrant,  by  complaining  to  the  Judge  of  the  Admiraltie,  or 
otherwise. 

A  Gerfall  Court  holden  at  Mr.  Deputyes  house,  on  Teivsday, 
the  29th  of  Sep.  1629. 

Prsent, 

Mr.  Matthew  Cradock,  Gou'.  Mr.  Andrewes, 

Mr.  Thomas  Goff,  Dep',  Mr.  Roe, 

Capt.  Waller,  Mr.  Revell, 

Caft.  Venn,  Mr.  Huson, 

Mr.  Nath.  Wright,  Mr.  Webb, 

Mr.  Tho.  Adams,  Mr.  Woodgate, 

Mr.  Geo.  Ffoxcroft,  Mr.  Puliston, 

Mr.  Richard  Perry,  Mr.  Bateman, 

Mr.  Nowell,  Mr.  Wynche. 

Mr.  Sym.  Whetcombe, 

At  this  Court  were  read  the  Orders  made  the  28th  &  29th 
of  August  last,  concerning  the  transferring  of  the  Pattent  & 
Gou'"nm*.  of  the  Plantacon  into  new  England ;  but  that  busi- 
ness being  of  great  &  weighty  consiquence,  is  thought  fitt  to 
bee  deferred  for  determina[con]  vntill  Sr.  R.  Saltonstall,  Mr. 
Johnson,  &-  other  gent  bee  come  vpp  to  London,  &  may  bee 
heere  prsent ;  and  in  the  meane  tyme  it  was  prpounded  that  a 
Comittee  should  bee  appointed  to  prpare  the  business. 

To  take  advice  of  learned  Councell  whether  the  same  may 
bee  legally  done  or  noe  ; 

By  what  way  or  meanes  the  same  may  bee  done,  to  coris- 
pond  wth,  and  not  to  priudice  the  Gou''m^  heere  ; 

To  consider  of  the  tyme  when  it  wilbe  fitt  to  doe  it ; 

'  They  had  been  detected  in  corrupt  practices  on  the  voyage  out. 
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A.D.        To  resolue  on  whom  to  conferr  the  Gou'^nm^;  and  divers 
'   other  Circumstances  materiall  to  bee  resolued  on,  &c. 

The  next  thinge  taken  into  consideracon  was  the  Ires  from 
Mr.  Jo.  &  Samuell  Browne  to  divers  of  their  private  friends 
heere  in  England,  whether  the  same  should  bee  deliu'^ed  or 
detained,  &  whether  they  should  bee  opened  &  read,  or  not ; 
and  for  that  it  was  to  bee  doubted  by  prbable  Circumstances, 
that  they  had  defamed  the  Country  of  New  England,  &  the 
Gou'^no'^  &  Gou'^nm'.  there,  it  was  thought  fitt  that  som[e]  of  the 
said  Ires  should  bee  opened  &  publiquely  read  ;  wch  was  done 
accordingly  ;  and  the  rest  to  remaine  at  Mr.  Deputyes  house, 
«fc  the  prtyes  to  whom  they  are  directed  to  haue  notice,  and 
Mr.  Gou'"no'',  Mr.  Deputie,  Mr.  Trer,  &  Mr.  Wright,  or  any 
two  of  them,  are  intreated  to  bee  at  the  opning  &,  reading 
therof,  to  the  end  the  Company  may  haue  notice  if  ought  bee 
incerted  therin  wch  may  bee  p'^iudiciall  to  their  Gou''nm*  or 
Plantacon  in  New  England.^     And  it  is  also  thought  fitt  that 


•  The  offence  committed  by  John  and  Samuel  Browne  appears  to  have  consisted, 
not  so  much  in  tlieir  adhering  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  established  church,  as  in  the 
fact  of  "  their  speeches  and  practices  tending-  to  mutiny  and  faction."  Those  writers 
who  charge  the  colonists  with  bigotry  and  intolerance  in  their  conduct  towards  these 
individuals,  and  with  unfair  and  tyrannical  treatment,  overlook  the  consideration  that 
the  original  charter  of  the  Plymouth  Council  makes  provision  for  precisely  such 
cases.  Persons  guilty  of  insolent  and  contemptuous  carriage,  or  who  divulged  vHo 
and  scandalous  reports  of  the  country  of  New  England,  or  of  the  government  or 
estate  of  the  plantation,  whereby  others  might  be  discouraged  from  joining  the  enter- 
prise, if  they  returned  to  England  might  be  punished  there,  or  be  remanded  to  the 
colony  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  such  laws  and  ordinances  as  should  be 
in  use  in  the  plantation. 

The  story  of  the  Brownes  is  thus  related  by  Governor  Bradford.  "  Some  of  the 
passengers  that  came  over,  observing  that  the  ministers  did  not  at  all  use  the  book  of 
common  prayer,  and  that  they  did  administer  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper  without 
the  ceremonies,  and  that  they  professed  also  to  use  discipline  in  the  congregation 
against  scandalous  persons,  by  a  personal  application  of  the  word  of  God,  as  the 
case  might  require,  and  that  some  that  were  scandalous  were  denied  admission  into 
the  church,  they  began  to  raise  some  trouble ;  of  these  Mr.  Samuel  Browne  and  Lis 
brother  were  the  chief,  the  one  being  a  lawyer,  the  other  a  merchant,  both  of  them 
amongst  the  number  of  the  lirst  patentees,  men  of  party  and  post  in  the  place. 
These  two  brothers  gathered  a  company  together,  in  a  place  distinct  from  the  public 
assembly,  and  there,  sundry  times,  the  book  of  common  prayer  was  read  unto  such 
as  resorted  thither.  The  governour,  Mr.  Endicot,  taking  notice  of  the  disturbance 
that  began  to  grow  amongst  the  people  by  tliis  means,  he  convented  the  two  brothers 
before  him.  They  accused  the  ministers  as  departing  from  the  orders  of  the  church 
of  England,  that  they  were  separatists,  and  would  be  anabaptists,  &c.  ;  but  for  them- 
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none   of  the  Ires  from  Mr.  Sam.  Browne  shalbe  deliuM,  but   A.D. 
kept  to  bee  made  vse  of  against  him  as  occasion  shalbe  offered. 

selves,  they  would  hold  to  the  orders  of  the  church  of  England.  The  ministers 
answered  for  themselves,  they  were  neither  separatists  nor  anabaptists,  they  did  not 
separate  from  the  church  of  England,  nor  from  the  ordinances  of  God  there,  but  only 
from  the  corruptions  and  disorders  there ;  and  that  they  came  away  from  the  com- 
mon prayer  and  ceremonies,  and  had  suffered  much  for  their  non-conformity  in  their 
native  land,  and  therefore  being  in  a  place  where  they  might  have  their  liberty,  they 
neither  could  nor  would  use  them,  because  they  judged  the  imposition  of  these  things 
to  be  sinful  corruptions  in  the  worship  of  God.  The  governour  and  council,  and  the 
generality  of  the  people,  did  well  approve  of  the  ministers'  answer;  and  tiierefore 
finding  those  two  brothers  to  be  of  high  spirits,  and  theu*  speeches  and  practises 
tending  to  mutiny  and  faction,  the  governour  told  them,  that  New  England  was  no 
place  for  such  as  they  ;  and  therefore  he  sent  them  both  back  for  England,  at  the 
return  of  the  ships  the  same  year ;  and  though  they  breathed  out  threatenings  both 
against  the  governour  and  ministers  there,  yet  the  Lord  so  disposed  of  all,  that  there 
was  no  further  inconvenience  followed  upon  it."  Morton^ s  N.  E.  Memorial,  p.  147. 
The  cautious  and  candid  disposition  of  the  Company  in  England,  in  relation  to 
tliis  matter,  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  letters,  addressed,  the  first  to  the 
ministers  Skelton  and  Higginson,  the  other  to  Governor  Endicott. 

"  Reverend  Fkiends, 

"  There  are  lately  arrived  here,  being  sent  from  the  Governor,  Mr.  Endecott,  as 
men  factious  and  evil  conditioned,  John  and  Samuel  Browne,  being  bretlu-en ;  who, 
since  their  arrival,  have  raised  rumors  (as  we  hear)  of  divers  scandalous  and  intem- 
perate speeches  passed  from  one  or  both  of  you  in  your  public  sermons  or  prayers  in 
New  England,  as  also  of  some  innovations  attempted  by  you.  We  have  reason  to 
hope  that  their  reports  are  but  slanders  ;  partly,  for  that  your  godly  and  quiet  condi- 
tions are  well  known  to  some  of  us  ;  and  also  for  that  these  men,  your  accusers,  seem 
to  be  embittered  against  you  and  Captain  Endecott  for  injuries  which  they  conceive 
they  have  received  from  some  of  you  there.  Yet,  for  that  we  all  know  that  the  best 
advised  will  overshoot  themselves,  we  have  thought  good  to  inform  you  of  what  we 
hear,  that  if  you  be  innocent  you  may  clear  yourselves ;  or  if  otherwise,  you  may 
hereby  be  entreated  to  look  back  upon  your  miscarriage  with  repentance  ;  or  at  least 
to  take  notice  that  we  utterly  disallow  any  such  passages,  and  must  and  will  take 
order  for  the  redress  thereof,  as  shall  become  us.  But  hoping,  as  we  said,  of  your 
imblamableness  herein,  we  desire  only  that  this  may  testify  to  you  and  others  that  we 
are  tender  of  the  least  aspersion  which,  either  directly  or  obliquely,  may  be  cast  upon 
the  State  here,  to  whom  we  owe  so  much  duty,  and  from  whom  we  have  received  so 
much  favor  in  this  Plantation  where  you  now  reside. 

So  with  our  love  and  due  respect  to  your  callings,  we  rest. 

Your  loving  friends, 
R.  Saltonstaul,  Tho.  Adams, 

IsA.  Johnson,  Sym.  Whetcombb, 

Matt.  Ceadock,  Governor,  William  Vassall, 

Tho.  Goff,  Deputy,  Wm.  Pinchion, 

Geo.  Haewood,  Treancrer,  John  Revell, 

John  Wintheop,  Francis  Webb, 

London,  16  October,  1629. 
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A.D.        The  business  of  Clearing  the  2  Shipps  lately  come  home, 
■    paying  &;  discharging  the  Men,   and  housing  the  Goods,  is 
recomended  to  the  Care  of  Mr.  Deputie,  who  hath  vndertaken 
the  same. 

It  is  also  thought  fitt  k,  Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  shall 
wryte  out  a  Coppy  of  the  form""  Grant  to  the  Erie  of  Warwick 
&  others,  wch  was  by  them  resigned  to  this  Company,  to  bee 
prsented  to  his  Lp.,  as  hee  having  desired  the  sarae.^ 

Sir, 

As  we  have  written  at  tliis  lime  to  Mr.  Skelton  and  Mr.  Higginson,  touching  the 
rumors  of  John  and  Samuel  Browne,  spread  by  them  upon  their  arrival  here,  con- 
cerning some  unadvised  and  scandalous  speeches  uttered  by  them  in  their  pubhc  ser- 
mons or  prayers,  so  we  have  thought  meet  to  advertise  you  of  what  they  have 
reported  against  you  and  them,  concerning  some  rash  innovations  begun  and  prac- 
tised in  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  government.  We  do  well  consider  that  the 
Brownes  are  likely  to  make  the  worst  of  any  thing  they  have  observed  in  New  Eng- 
landj  by  reason  of  your  sending  them  back,  against  their  wills,  for  their  offensive 
behavior,  expressed  in  a  general  letter  from  the  company  there.  Yet,  for  that  we 
likewise  do  consider  that  you  are  in  a  government  newly  founded,  and  want  that 
assistance  which  the  weight  of  such  a  business  doth  require,  we  may  have  leave  to 
think  that  it  is  possible  some  undigested  counsels  have  too  suddenly  been  put  in  execu- 
tion, which  may  have  ill  construction  with  tlie  State  here,  and  make  us  obnoxious  to 
any  adversary.  Let  it  therefore  seem  good  unto  you  to  be  very  sparing  in  introducing 
any  laws  or  commands  which  may  render  yourself  or  us  distasteful  to  the  State  here, 
to  which  (as  we  ought)  we  must  and  will  have  an  obsequious  eye.  And  as  we  make 
it  our  main  care  to  have  the  Plantation  so  ordered  as  may  be  most  for  the  honor  of 
God  and  of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  who  hath  bestowed  many  large  privileges  and 
royal  favors  upon  this  Company,  so  we  desire  that  all  such  as  shall  by  word  or  deed 
do  any  thing  to  detract  from  God's  glory  or  his  Majesty's  honor,  may  be  duly  cor- 
rected, for  their  amendment,  and  the  terror  of  others.  And  to  that  end  if  you  know 
any  thing  which  hath  been  spoken  or  done  either  by  the  ministers,  (whom  the 
Brownes  do  seem  tacitly  to  blame  for  some  things  uttered  in  their  sermons  or  prayers,) 
or  any  others,  we  require  you,  if  any  such  thing  be,  that  you  form  due  process 
against  the  offenders,  and  send  it  to  us  by  the  first,  that  we  may,  as  our  duty  binds  us, 
use  means  to  have  them  duly  punished. 

So  not  doubting  but  we  have  said  enough,  we  shall  repose  ourselves  upon  your 
wisdom,  and  do  rest 

Your  loving  friends  " 

Dated  and  signed  as  the  former  letter  to  Mr.  Skelton  and  Mr.  Higginson. 
To  the  Governor,  Capt.  Endecott. 

See  Young's  Chronicles  of  Mass.,  pp.  287,  291. 

1  Dr.  Young  supposes  that  the  grant  here  referred  to  is  the  patent  from  the  Ply- 
mouth Council  to  Sir  Henry  Roswell  and  his  associates,  March  19th,  1628.  But  is  he 
not  mistaken  ?  The  Earl  of  Warwick  was  not  one  of  the  grantees  in  that  case. 
Hutchinson  says  he  "  had  a  patent  for  Massachusetts  Bay  at  about  the  same  time 
with  Robert  Gorges,  but  the  bounds  are  not  knovra."  In  the  Journal  of  the  Council 
for  New  England,  under  date  of  May  31,  1622,  is  the  following  entry.  "  Ordered, 
that  patents  be  drawn  for  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  his  associates,  Ld.  Gorges,  Sir 
Robt.  Mansell,  Sir  Ferd.  Gorges."    MS.  Extracts  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Fdt. 
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Mr.  Gou'^no''  moved   to  knowe  the  resolucon  of  the  Comp''.    A.D, 
concerning  buying  the  Shipp  Eagle  ;  and  it  was  concluded  on    ^^^^' 
as   form''ly  that  the   said  Shipp  should  bee  bought  by  those 
hereafter  named,  viz. 


The  Gou^no", 

i 

Mr.  Revell, 

tV 

The  Deputie, 

tV 

Mr,  Aldersey, 

t'^ 

Mr.  Adams, 

i 

Mr.  Milburne, 

1 

Mr.  Wright, 

i 

Mr.  Huson, 

tV 

Mr.  Eaton, 

tV 

The  Companie. 

1 

Mr.  Whetcombe, 

tV 

And  Mr.  Gou'"no'"  is  desired  to  goe  on  &;  conclude  the  bar- 
gaine  vpon  such  tearmes  as  hee  can  ;  And  it  was  further 
thought  fitt  &!  resolued  on,  that  this  Shipp,  being  of  good  force, 
and  bought  for  the  safety  &  hono""  h  benefitt  of  the  plantacon, 
shall  alwayes  bee  prferred  in  that  voyage  before  any  other 
Shipp,  and  to  haue  some  consideracon  in  her  fraight  aboue 
other  Shipps  accordingly. 

It  is  also  thought  fitt  for  the  prsent  raysing  of  mony,  that 
sale  bee  made  of  the  Beavo"^  Skins  ;  and  to  that  purpose  a 
rate  was  now  sett  vpon  them  of  20*.  pr  "^ ;  And  Mr.  Nath" 
Wright  being  heere  prsent  is  to  haue  tyme  till  to  morrow  to 
accept  of  them  at  that  rate,  or  to  returne  his  answer ;  and  in 
the  meane  tyme  the  Skins  not  to  bee  sold  vnder  that  rate, 
The  sale  of  them  being  referred  to  Mr.  Gou'"no'"  and  Mr. 
Deputie. 

Also  some  speech  was  had  concerning  the  deliu'y  of  the 
pet"  to  the  11*^^  of  the  Councell,  but  this  is  deferred  till  their 
Up®  coming  to  London.^ 

Mr.  Trer  h  Mr.  Adams  are  desired  to  make  an  abstract  of 
those  who  are  behinde  wth  their  subscripcons,  to  the  end  some 
course  may  bee  taken  to  call  in  for  those  monyes. 

For  the  12  Cowes,  h  3  Calfes,  k  2  Mares,  k  2  foles,  it  is 
thought  fitt  that  they  bee  forthwth  sold  rather  then  kept  at 
Charges  all  this  Winter ;  wch  is  recomended  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Bateman  &l  Mr.  Huson. 

Also  concerning  the  5  boyes  returned  in  the  Talbott,  M[r.] 

>  See  Ante,  p.  46. 
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A.D.  Whetcombe  &  Mr.  Noell  are  desired  to  acquaint  Sr.  He[n.] 
*  Martyn  wth  their  misdemeano'',  k.  to  advise  what  puni[sh]m^ 
may  bee  inflicted  vpon  them,  and  how  the  Comp.  may  bee 
legally  discharged  of  them. 

Vpon  the  desire  of  Mr.  John  h  Samuell  Browne,  it  is  thought 
fitt  &£  Ordered  that  they  should  haue  a  Coppy  of  the  accusacon 
sent  from  new  England  ag^  them,  to  the  end  they  may  bee  the 
better  prpared  to  make  answere  thervnto. 

Mr.  Wright  is  desired  to  take  Care  of  the  Sale  of  the  Clap- 
board &;  other  wood. 

Also,  Ires  from  Robt.  Moulton,  the  Shipwright,  h  from  the 
Cowpers  St  Cleavers  of  Wood,  consisting  of  divers  prticulers, 
were  now  read  ;  wch  are  to  bee  abrevyated,  and  fitting  answers 
to  bee  made  vnto  them  by  the  returne  of  the  next  Shipps  to 
New  England. 


A  Geifall  Court  at  the  Deputyes  house,  on  Thursday,  the  15 
of  Octo.  1629. 

Prsent, 

Oct.  15.  Mr.  M.\tt.  Cradock,  GovJ'no''.       Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Geo.  Harwood,  Trer,  Mr.  Revell, 

Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Dudley, 

Mr.  John  Dauenport,  Mr.  Winthrop, 

Mr.  Isack  Johnson,  Mr.  Webb, 

Mr.  Samuell  Aldersey,  Mr.  Huson, 

Mr.  John  Humfrey,  Mr.  Young, 

Mr.  Nath.  Wright,  Mr.  Whichcoyte, 

Mr.  John  Venn,  Mr.  Crane, 

Mr.  Tho.  Adams,  Mr.  Owen  Roe, 

Mr.  Willm  Vassall,  Mr.  Forde,  wth 

Mr.  Symon  Whetcombe,  divers  others  of  the 

Mr.  William  Pynchion,  Gen'"alitie. 
Mr.  Geo.  Ffoxcroft, 
Mr.  Increase  Noell, 

The  espetiall  and  only  occasion  of  this  meeting  beinge  to 
consider  and  resolue  of  the  setling  the  trade  in  New  England, 
(now  vpon  transferring  the  Gou'nm'.  thither,)  for  th'  incour- 
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agm^  aswell  of  the  Adventurers  in  the  ioynt  Stock  heere,  as  of  A.D. 
those  who  already  are,  k.  of  others  who  intend  to  goe  ouer  in 
prson  to  bee  Planters  there,  and  for  their  mutuall  corispond- 
ence  &;  behoofe,  and  the  Advancem*  of  the  Plantacon  to 
the  end  wch  was  at  first  intended,  The  Court  tooke  the 
same  into  due  h  mature  consideracon  ;  And  after  a  long 
debate,  and  sundry  opinions  giuen,  and  reasons  why  the  ioynt 
Stock,  (wch  had  borne  the  brunt  of  the  Charge  hetherto,  &£ 
was  likely  to  beare  much  more,)  should  haue  certaine  Comodi- 
tyes  appropriate  thervnto,  for  reembursm^  h  defraym'  therof, 
and  diuers  obiections  being  made  to  those  reasons,  all  wch  was 
largly  discused  and  well  weighed,  The  Court,  in  conclusion, 
for  accomodacon  of  both  prts,  fell  vpon  a  moderacon  as  fol- 
io weth,  viz. 

That  the  Companye's  Joynt  Stock  shall  haue  the  Trade  of 
Beavo''  and  all  other  ffurrs  in  those  prts  solely,  for  the  Tearme 
of  7  yeares  from  this  day,  for  and  in  consideracon  of  the 
Charge  that  the  Joynt  Stock  hath  vndergone  already,  and  is 
yett  anually  to  beare,  for  th'  advancm^  of  the  Plantacon. 

That  for  the  Charge  of  fFortyficacons,  The  Companye's 
ioynt  Stock  to  beare  the  one  halfe,  and  the  Planters  to  defray 
the  other,  viz.  for  Ordnance,  Munition,  Powder,  he :  but  for 
Laborers  in  building  of  fForts,  &tc.,  all  men  to  bee  employed  in  an 
equall  prporcon,  according  to  the  nomb""  of  men  vpon  the  Plan- 
tacon, and  soe  to  continue  vntill  such  fitt  &  necessarie  works 
bee  finished. 

That  the  Charge  of  the  Ministers  now  there,  or  that  shall 
hereafter  goe  to  resyde  there,  as  also  the  Charge  of  building 
convenyent  Churches,  and  all  other  publique  works  vpon  the 
Plantacon,  bee  in  like  mann''  indifferently  borne,  the  one  halfe 
by  the  Companye's  ioynt  Stock  for  the  said  tearme  of  7  yeares, 
and  the  other  halfe  by  the  Planters. 

That  the  Ordnance  already  prvyded  for  fortyficacon  bee 
rated  as  they  cost,  as  also  all  Powder  &£  Munition  whatsoeuer 
concerning  Armes,  soe  as  the  same  bee  deliu^'d  there  for  pub- 
lique vse  ;  and  this  to  bee  accompted  as  prt  of  the  ioynt  Stock 
of  the  Company. 

8 
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A.D. 

1629. 


Oct.  16. 


All  wch  beeing  seu'"all  tymes  read,  was  by  Mr.  Gou'"no''  put 
to  the  question,  and  by  gen''all  consent,  by  en-eccon  of  hands, 
was  agreed  St  concluded  on,  and  Ordered  accordingly. 

And  forasmuch  as  by  form""  Order  the  Pattent  &  Gou'^nm^ 
[is]  to  bee  transferred  to  New  England,  A  Comittee  is  appointed, 
prt  of  the  Adventurers  heere,  &:  prt  of  those  that  intend  to  goe 
over,  viz. 


Mr.  Dauenport,  " 
Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Perry, 
Capt.  Waller, 
Capt.  Venn, 
Mr.  Adams,  j 

Mr.  Whetcombe,  i 
Mr.  Young,  | 

Mr.  Spurstowe,    i 
Mr.  Revell,  J 


Sr.  Ri.  Saltonstall, 
Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Winthrope, 
Mr.  Humfry, 
Mr.  Dudley, 
Mr.  Va[ssall,] 
Mr.  [Pinchon,] 
&.  Mr.  Down[ing.'] 


Who  are  desired  to  meete  to-morrow  morning,  to  conferr  of 
&;  drawe  fitt  &  Conuenyent  Clauses  to  bee  incerted  in  Arti- 
cles of  agreem',  wch  may  bee  comodious  for  ether  prt,  and  to 
prepare  the  same  for  a  Court  of  Assistants,  appointed  that 
afternoone  to  determine  therof. 

A  Court  of  Assistants  at  the  Deputies  house,  on  ffryday,  the 
I6th  of  Octo'"-,  1629. 

Present, 
Mr.  Matth.  Cradock,  Go'',       Mr.  Geo.  Harwood,  Trer, 


Sr. 

Ri.  Saltonstall,. 

Mr. 

Winthrop, 

Mr. 

Is.  Johnson, 

Mr. 

HusoN, 

Mr. 

Dudley, 

Mr. 

Whetcombe, 

Mr. 

Jo.  Humfry, 

Mr. 

Perry, 

Mr. 

Wm.  Vassall, 

Mr. 

PococK, 

Mr. 

Revell, 

Mr. 

Spurstowe, 

Mr. 

Geo.  Ffoxcroft, 

Me. 

PiNCHON, 

Mr. 

Adams, 

Capt. 

Venn, 

Mr.  Sam.  Vassall. 


1  The  eight  last  named  were  those  who  intended  to  go  over. 
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This   Court   was   appointed   to  treat  k,  resolue,  that  vpon   A.D. 
Transferring  of  the  Gou'nm'  to  N.  England,   what   Gou''nm^   ^^^^* 
shalbe  held  at  London,  wherby  the  future  charge  of  the  ioynt 
Stock  may  bee  Cherished  &£  prserved,  and  the  body  politique 
of  the  Company  remaine  and  increase. 

What  prsons  shall  haue  the  Charge  of  the  managing  of  the 
ioynt  Stock,  both  at  London  &  in  N.  England  ;  wherin  it  is 
conceeved  fitt  that  Capt.  Endecott  continue  the  Gou'nm^  there, 
vnless  iust  cause  to  the  contrarie. 

These  &  other  things  were  largly  discussed ;  And  it  was 
thought  fitt  &  naturall  that  the  Gou'^nrn^  of  prsons  bee  held 
there.  The  gou'nm*  of  Trade  h  Marchandizes  to  bee  heere. 

That  the  ioynt  Stock  being  mutuall,  both  heere  &;  there, 
that  some  fitt  prsons  bee  appointed  for  managing  therof  in  both 
places. 

But  for  that  there  is  a  great  debt  owing  by  the  ioynt  Stock, 
it  was  moved  that  some  course  might  bee  taken  for  cleering 
thereof,  before  the  Gou^'nm*  bee  transferred  ;  and  to  this  pur- 
pose it  was  first  thought  fitt  that  the  accompts  should  bee 
audited,  to  see  what  the  debt  is  ;  but  the  business  not  admit- 
ting any  such  delay,  it  was  desired  that  Mr.  Gou'"no''  &.  Mr. 
Trer.  would  meete  to-morrow,  &  make  an  estimate  of  the 
debts,  (fc  prpare  the  same  against  a  meeting  to  bee  on  monday 
next,  to  determine  this  question. 

The  Shipp  Eagle  is  to  bee  fraighted  from  Bristoll.^ 

Lastly,  Lres  were  read  &;  signed  to  Mr.  Endecott,  Mr. 
Skelton,  h  Mr.  Higgison,  as  appeares  by  the  entryes  of  them 
in  the  booke  of  Coppyes  of  Ires.^ 

*  This  ship,  which  was  purchased  by  contribution,  and  having-  been  "  bought  for 
the  safety,  honor,  and  benefit  of  the  plantation,"  was  to  "  be  preferred  before  any 
other  ship,  and  to  have  some  consideration  m  her  freight  above  any  other  ships," 
(See  A?ite,  p.  55,)  afterwards  became  the  celebrated  Arhella.  Her  name  was 
changed  in  honor  of  the  Lady  Arbella  Johnson,  wife  of  Isaac  Jolinson,  one  of  the 
Assistants,  and  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln.  The  name  has  often  been  incor- 
rectly spelled  Arabella.  See  Prince's  N.  E.  Chron.  p.  204 ;  Savage's  Win- 
throp,  LI. 

*  The  letters  here  referred  to  are  printed  in  the  note  on  p.  53-4.  They  are  pre- 
served in  the  first  book  of  Deeds  in  the  Registry  of  Suflblk. 
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A.D.    A  Meeting  at  Mr.  Deputies  house,  on  Monday,  the  I9th  of 
1629.  Octo.  1629. 

Oct.  19. 

Present, 

Mr.  Matth.  Cradock,  Go'',       Sr.  R.  Saltonstall, 

Mr.  Geo.  Harwood,  Tre7\         Mr.  Isack  Johnson, 

Mr.  Na.  Wright,  Mr.  Dauenport, 

Capt.  Venn,  Mr.  Whyte,  the  Preacher, 

Mr.  Pinchon,  Mr.  Whyte,  the  Councello'', 

Mr.  Wm.  Vassall,  Mr.  Wynthropp, 

Mr.  Huson,  Mr.  Dudley. 

Mr.  Noell, 

Mr.  Adams, 

Mr.  Ffoxcroft, 

Tb'  occasion  of  this  meeting  being  to  resolue  of  the  altera- 
con  of  tbe  Gou''nm*,  and  tberin  to  consider  how  the  debts 
vpon  the  ioynt  Stock  shalbe  first  discharged,  and  how  the  same 
shalbe  hereafter  managed  ;  and  herein  what  was  form'"]^"  treated 
on,  was  againe  related,  and  for  that  divers  questions  will  arise 
to  bee  determined  in  this  business,  wch  will  take  vpp  much 
tyme,  and  cannot  bee  soe  convenyently  done  at  a  Court,  it 
was  thought  fitt  that  certaine  Comittees  bee  appointed  on  ether 
prt  to  meete  &;  make  prposicons  each  to  other,  &  sett  the 
same  downe  in  wryting ;  and  if  they  can,  to  agree  h  conclude 
of  a  fitt  end  to  bee  made  for  the  good  of  the  Plantacon  ;  and 
if  any  difiference  happen  wch  they  cannot  agree  on,  that  then 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  vmprage  &  determinacon  of 
some  of  the  Preachers  to  bee  chosen  to  [that]  purpose ;  who 
are  desired  to  sett  downe  in  Wryting  what  they  shall  thinke  in 
Conscience  is  fitt  to  bee  done,  indifferently  for  the  good  of 
the  worke  &  the  encouragem^  both  of  Planters  &  Adventurers. 
And  to  this  purpose.  Articles  betweene  the  Planters  &  Adven- 
turers for  prformance  of  what  shalbe  determined,  was  now 
drawne  by  Mr.  Whyte,  the  Councellor,  read  h  approued,  and 
are  to  bee  prsented  to-morrow  at  a  Gen'"all  Court,  to  bee  raty- 
fyed,  &;  then  Sealed  ;  and  at  that  Court  the  Gou'"no'^  &,  Assist- 
ants to  bee  chosen  for  the  Gou'"nm"  in  N.  England. 
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A  Gerfall  Court  holden  at  Mr.  Goffs  the  Deputy es  house,  on   A.D. 
Tewsday,  the  20th  of  Octo.,  1629.     Prsent,  Oct.  20. 


Mr.  Matthew  Cradock,  Go'', 
Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall, 
Mr.  Isack  Johnson, 
Capt.  Jo.  Venn, 
Mr.  Aldersey, 

Mr.  Nath.  Wright, 
Mr.  Geo.  Harwood,  Trer, 
Mr.  Jo.  Humfry, 
Mr.  Wm.  Vassall, 
Mr.  Wm.  Pinchon, 
Mr.  Geo.  Ffoxcroft, 
Mr.  Increase  Noell, 
Mr.  Chr.  Colson, 
Mr.  Rich.  Perry, 
Mr.  Tho.  Adams, 
Mr.  Jo.  Pocock, 
Mr.  Tho.  Hutchins, 
Assistants. 


Mr.  Davenport,  )  ^^^^^.^^ 

Mr.  Whyte,  ' 

Mr.  Wenthrop, 

Mr.  Dudley, 

Mr.  Puliston, 

Mr.  Ballard, 

Mr.  Job  Bradshaw, 

Mr.  Cooive, 

Mr.  Revell, 

Capt.  Waller, 

Mr.  Ballard,' 

Mr.  Woodgate, 

Mr.  Stephens, 

Mr,  Ffr.  Fflyer, 

Mr.  Spurstowe, 

Mr.  Huson, 

Mr.  Roe, 

Mr.  Web,  wth 

some  others  of  the 

GerCalitie. 


Mr.  Gou^'no'"  caused  to  bee  read  the  Order  form'ly  made 
concerning  the  buying  of  the  Shipp  Eagle  ;  and  desired  to 
knowe  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  for  confirmacon  therof. 
Whervpon  some  debate  being  had,  the  Order  was  well 
approued  of,  but  for  that  it  is  wished  that  the  gent,  that  are  to 
goe  over  should  haue  the  \  prt  of  the  s''  shipp  wch  was  form'ly 
allotted  to  the  Companie,  (the  Companie  being  out  of  Cash, 
&  for  other  reasons,)  they  not  hauinge  notice  therof  till  now, 
desired  tyme  till  the  after  noone  to  consider  thereof  &:  to  giue 
their  answere  ;  wch  was  condiscended  vnto,  and  the  same  is 
then  to  bee  determined  accordingly. 

After  wch  Mr.  Gou'"no'^  acquainted  those  prsent,  that  the 
espetiall  occasion  of  summon inge  this  Court  was  for  the  Elec- 


1  It  is  presumed  tliis  name  was  repeated  accidentally. 
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A.D.  con  of  a  New  Gou^'no'',  deputie,  and  Assistants,  the  Gou''nm^ 
^  *  being  to  bee  transferred  into  New  England,  according  to  the 
former  Order  and  resolucon  of  the  Company ;  but  before  the 
Court  preceded  to  the  said  Eleccon,  certaine  Articles  of 
agreem',  conceived  at  a  meeting  yesterday,  between  the 
Adventurers  heere  at  home  &£  the  Planters  that  are  to  goe 
over,  aswell  for  the  mannaging  &;  setling  of  the  ioynt  Stock  as 
for  reconcilinge  of  any  differences  that  may  happen  vpon  this 
Change  of  Gou'^nm',  was  now  read  &  recomended  to  the  Court 
for  their  approbacon  and  for  the  nominacon  &£  appointm^  of  a 
compitent  nomber  of  Comittees  to  meete  &£  treat  &  resolue  of 
these  businesses.  The  Articles  themselues  were  approved  of, 
and  5  Comittees  on  ether  prt  were  thervpon  chosen,  viz  :  —  Sr. 
Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Winthrop,  Mr.  Dudley,  Mr.  Johnson, 
and  Mr.  Humfry,  for  the  Planters  ;  and  for  the  Adventurers 
was  chosen,  Mr.  Gou'"no'",  Mr.  Aldersey,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr. 
Hutchins,  and  Capt.  Venn.  And  in  case  the  said  Committee, 
or  the  greater  nomber  of  them,  should  differ  in  any  one  or 
more  prticulers,  &;  not  agree  theron,  there  was  chosen  for 
Vmpiers,  Mr.  Whyte,  the  Councello'',  Mr.  Whyte,  of  Dorches- 
ter, and  Mr.  Dauenport,  to  whom  the  desition  &;  determinacon 
of  all  such  differences  is  referred  according  to  the  tenure  of  the 
said  Articles  of  agreem'.  And  it  being  further  taken  into  con- 
sideracon,  that  in  regard  of  the  Shortness  of  the  tyme  limitted 
to  the  Comittees,  many  things  of  waight  h  consiquence  in  this 
soe  great  a  business  may  ether  not  bee  at  all  thought  on,  or 
otherwise  left  unresolued  by  them  &  the  s'^  VTnpiers,  It  is 
therfore  thought  fitt  by  this  Court,  thatt  the  said  Comittee  & 
vmpiers  shall  continue  till  the  end  of  this  tearme  ;  and  whatso- 
ever materiall  things  for  the  good  of  the  Plantacon  shall  in  that 
tyihe  bee  treated  on  h  resolued  by  them,  the  same  to  bee  as 
valide  h  effectuall  as  if  it  had  bin  done  before  the  expiracon  of 
the  tyme  limitted  by  the  Articles.  And  it  was  further  thought 
fitt  that  all  such  others  of  the  Company  as  will,  may  from  tyme 
to  tyme  haue  access  to  the  said  Comittee,  to  prpound  such 
things  as  they  conceive  benefitiall  for  the  business,  or  to  prsent 
their  opinions  in  wryting,  but  not  to  debate  wth  them  for  inter- 
rupting their  prceedings. 
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All  wch  being  put  to  the  question,  was  approued  of  and  by   A.D. 
erreccon  of  hands  ordered  accordingly. 

And  Now  the  Court  preceding  to  the  Eleccon  of  a  New 
Gou'^no'',  deputie,  &  Assistants,  wch,  vpon  serious  delibracon, 
hath  bin,  and  is  conceived  to  bee  for  the  espetiall  good  h 
advancm*  of  their  affaires  ;  and  having  received  extraordinary 
great  comendacons  of  Mr.  John  Wynthrop,  both  for  his  Integ- 
ritie  &  sufficiencie,  as  being  one  every  [way]  well  fitted  & 
accomplished  for  the  place  of  Gou'"no'",  did  putt  in  nominacon 
for  that  place  the  said  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  Sr.  R.  Saltonstall, 
Mr.  Is.  Johnson,  and  Mr,  John  Humfry  ;  and  the  said  Mr. 
Winthrop  was  wth  a  gen'^all  vote  &;  full  consent  of  this  Court, 
by  ereccon  of  hands,  chosen  to  bee  Gou'^no'^  for  the  ensuing 
yeare,  to  begin  on  this  prsent  day  ;  who  was  pleased  to  accept 
therof,  and  thervpon  tooke  the  Oath  to  that  place  apprtaineing.^ 

1  Hubbard  mentions  Winthrop  as  among  the  religious  gentlemen,  who  being 
brought  into  acquaintance  with  Sir  Henry  Roswell  and  others,  by  Mr.  White,  soon 
after  the  purchase  of  the  patent  from  the  Plymouth  Council,  in  March,  1627-8,  first 
associated  with  them,  and  then  bought  of  them  all  their  right  and  interest.  (See  his 
HLst.  ofN.  E.,  pp.  108-9.)  This  is  manifestly  a  careless  and  incorrect  statement 
On  the  other  hand,  Dudley,  in  his  Historical  Letter  to  tJie  Countess  of  Lincoln, 
makes  it  appear  as  if  Winthrop  did  not  join  the  enterprise  until  "  the  too  large  com- 
mendations of  the  country  of  New  England,  and  the  commodities  thereof,"  had  been 
received  from  Higginson  and  his  associates.  The  earliest  intelligence  from  that  expe- 
dition was  brought  by  the  Talbot,  which  the  Records  show  to  have  arrived  about  the 
20th  of  September ;  yet  Winthrop  signed  the  agreement  to  embark  for  New  England, 
on  the  26th  of  August  preceding.  Higginson's  "  True  Description  of  the  Commodi- 
ties and  Discommodities  of  tlie  Country"  to  which  Dudley  has  been  supposed  to 
refer,  {Young^s  Chron.  of  ]\lhss.,  p.  310,  note,)  from  intrinsic  evidence  could  not  have 
been  written  before  September,  1629,  and  could  not  have  reached  England  till  the 
arrival  of  the  May  Flower  and  Four  Sisters,  about  the  20th  of  November,  when 
Winthrop  was  already  Governor. 

A  few  facts,  whose  dates  are  ascertained,  seem  to  make  the  period  of  Winthrop's 
first  connection  with  the  Company,  coincident  with  that  of  the  proposition  to  transfer 
the  government.  In  the  faraOy  correspondence,  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  Mr. 
Savage's  edition  of  Winthrop's  Jour7ial,  New  England  is  mentioned  for  the  first  time 
in  a  letter  from  his  son  John,  dated  Aug.  21,  1629,  where  the  viriter  expresses  his 
readiness  to  call  that  liis  country  where  he  may  most  glorify  God,  and  enjoy  the  pres- 
ence of  his  dearest  friends  —  and  therefore  submits  to  God's  will  and  his  fatlier's,  ded- 
icating himself  to  the  service  of  God  and  the  Company.  The  proposition  to  transfer 
the  government  had  been  brought  forward  by  Governor  Cradock  on  the  28th  of  July. 
On  the  26th  of  August  an  agreement  to  embark  for  New  England  (provided  the  gov- 
ernment and  patent  were  transferred  thither)  was  signed  at  Cambridge  by  Richard 
Saltonstall,  Thomas  Dudley,  William  Vassall,  Nicholas  West,  Isaac  Johnson,  John 
Humphrey,  Thomas  Sharp,  Increase  Nowell,  John  Winthroi',  William  Pinchon, 
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A.D.    In  like  mann'',  &  wth  like  free  h  full  consent,  Mr.  John  Hura- 
'   fry  was  Chosen  deputie  Gou'■no^ 

and  Sr.  R.  Saltonstali-,  Mr.  Thomas  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Is.  Johnson,  Mr.  John  Revell, 

Mr.  Tho.  Dudley,  Mr.  Matt.  Cradock, 

Mr.  Jo.  Endecott,  Mr.  Thomas  Goff, 

Mr.  Noell,  Mr.  Aldersey, 

Mr.  Wm.  Vassall,  Mr.  John  Venn, 

Mr.  Wm.  Pinchon,  Mr.  Nath.  Wright, 

Mr.  Sam.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Theoph.  Eaton, 

Mr.  Edw.  Rossiter,  Mr.  Tho.  Addams, 

Were  chosen  to  bee  Assistants  ;  wch  said  deputie,  and  the 
greatest  prt  of  the  sd  Assistants,  being  prsent,  tooke  the  Oaths 
to  their  said  places  apprtaining  respectively. 

A  Court  of  Assistants,  at  Mr.  Goff's  house,  on  ffryday,  the 
20th  ofNovemb.  1629. 

Prsent, 

Nov. 20.  Mr.  John  Wynthrope,  Gou^'no^,  Mr.  Tho.  Goff, 

Mr.  John  Humfry,  Dept.  Go'',  Mr.  Wm.  Pinchion, 

Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Colson, 

Mr.  Thomas  Dudley,  Mr.  Matt.  Cradock, 

Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  Mr.  George  Harwood, 

Mr.  Nathaniell  Wright,  Mr.  John  Revell, 

Mr.  Hutchins,  Mr.  Increase  Noell, 

The  espetiall  occasion  of  this  meetinge  was  to  advise  of  a 
Course  for  bringing  in  of  monyes  for  paym'  of  Marryners' 
Wages,  fraight  of  Shipps,  h  other  debts ;  and  thervpon  Mr. 
Cradock  acquainted  those  prsent  what  somes  he  had  dis- 
burse [d]  for  accompt  of  the  Company,  and  what  more  was 
owing  for  Marryner's  Wages  vpon  the  Shipps  Talbot,  May- 
flower,  and  fower  Sisters,  h  for  the  fraight  of  those  Shipps, 

Kellam  Browne,  and  William  Colbron.  (The  Agreement  is  in  Hutchiiison'' s  Collec- 
tion of  Documents,  p,  25,  and  Youjig^s  Chron.  of  Mass.  279.)  On  the  26th  of  the 
same  month  the  transfer  was  voted  ;  and  Winthrop's  name  is  seen  for  the  first  time  ia 
the  records  of  the  meetings  of  the  Company,  on  the  15th  of  October,  only  five  days 
previous  to  his  election  to  the  office  of  Governor. 
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amounting  to  1200  '^',  &;c.,  k,  upwards  ;  vvch  the  Court  thlnke  A.D. 
fit  &;  Order  to  bee  first  paid  before  any  other  debts.  And  Mr.  "  * 
Gou''no'^  desiring  to  haue  power  fi:om  the  Court  to  Graunt 
Warrants  for  paym^  of  monyes,  as  was  formrly  accustomed,  the 
same  was  condiscended  vnto,  and  a  Warrant  was  now  made 
&  signed  by  the  Gou'^no''  and  deputie,  directed  to  Mr.  Har- 
wood,  the  Treasurer,  for  paym'  of  800  ["']  to  Mr.  Cradock,  soe 
soone  as  mony  shall  come  to  his  hands. 

Some  debate  was  had  concerning  Mr.  John  and  Sam. 
Browne  complayning  that  their  goods,  praised  in  New  England, 
are  vndervalued,  and  divers  things  omitted  to  bee  praised  ; 
wher[ein]  they  desire  to  haue  rellefe,  h  justice  done.  It  is 
thervpon  thought  fitt,  that  if  they  can  prduce  prfe  therof,  then 
they  are  to  bee  releiued  heere  ;  Otherwise  the  same  is  to  bee 
suspended,  and  all  the  obieccons  they  can  make  to  bee  taken 
notice  of  St  recomended  to  Mr.  Gou'no"^,  to  bee  considered  of 
and  determined  after  his  arrivall  in  New  England,  when  he 
may  hear  the  praisers  answers  to  those  obieccons  ;  and  in  the 
meane  tyme  Mr.  Cradock  to  pay  the  mony  Charged  vpon  him 
for  the  sa[me.] 

Mr.  Beecher,  Mr.  of  the  Shipp  Talbot,  desired  to  haue  in  a 
bond,  wch  hee  entered  into,  to  Mr.  Pratt,  for  Wages  or  allow- 
ance to  a  Chirurgion  for  the  lyons  Whelpe,  who  was  to  haue 
2*.  6^.  for  every  prson  in  the  Shipp,  according  to  an  agreem' 
made  wth  them  —  The  nomberof  the  prsons  being  about  125, 
of  wch  Mr.  Beecher  had  formrly  deliurd  a  prticuler  note  to 
Mr.  GofF.  The  Court  conceiving  the  said  allowance  to  bee 
exorbitant,  &i  more  then  is  vsuall  in  like  Cases,  doe  desire 
that  the  Chirurgion  bee  appointed  to  bee  heere  the  next  genrall 
Court,  and  then  such  conclusion  is  to  bee  made  wth  him  as 
shalbe  fitt. 

Lastly,  Mr.  Smith,  the  Accomptant,  attended  them  wth 
their  accompts  ;  and  after  prusall  therof,  it  appearing  that 
divers  were  behynde  wth  their  whole  subscripcons  or  prt 
therof.  It  was  thought  fitt  that,  for  the  prsent  supply  of  monys, 
Ticketts  should  bee  sent  vnto  them  to  desire  them  to  send  in 
the  somes  by  them  vnderwritten ;  to  wch  purpose  a  list  of 
9 
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AD.    their  names  &  somes  was  now  drawne  out,  and  Ticketts  are 
forthwth  to  bee  made  accordingly. 

A  Gerfall  Court  on  Wensday,  the  25th  of  November,  1629. 

Prsent, 

Nov.  25.  Mr.  Jo.  Wynthrope  Gd^,  Capt.  Waller, 

Mr.  Jo.  Humfry,  Depl.,  Mr.  Whyte, 

Sr.  R.  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Dauenport, 

Mr.  Isack  Johnson,  Mr.  Huson, 

Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  Mr.  Backhouse, 

Mr.  Nathaniell  Wright,  Mr.  Ffoxcroft, 

Mr.  Theoph.  Eaton,  Mr.  Wooogate, 

Mr.  Wm.  Pinchion,  Mr.  Bradshawe, 

Capt.  Venn,  &  others. 
Mr.  Encrease  Noel, 
Mr.  Matthew  Cradock, 

A  Ire  of  the  fift  of  Septemb.  from  Mr.  Endecot,  the  Gou""- 
no"",  &;  others  in  New  England,  was  now  read  ;  ^  as  also  Mr. 
Gou''no'"  acquainted  those  prsent  wth  certaine  testymony  sent 
over  against  one  W'".  Rovell,  Mr.  of  a  shipp  of  [blank,]  con- 
cerning some  insolent  &;  misbeseeming  speeches  vttered  by  him 
in  contempt  of  the  Company's  pruiledges  &;  gou'"nm';  wch  is  to 
bee  taken  into  further  consideracon,  h  bee  preceded  against, 
when  other  certyficates  are  come,  wch  are  expected,  concern- 
ing that  business. 

This  day  being  one  of  the  4  quarter  dayes  appointed  by  the 
Charter  for  keeping  a  Genrall  Court,  the  Genrall  business  of 
the  Plantacon  should  have  bin  treated  on  ;  but  by  reason  of 
the  small  appearance,  &  shortness  of  tyme,  nothing  was  done 
therin  :  only  the  Gou'no""  made  relacon  of  the  prceedings  of  the 
ioynt  Comittee  concerning  the  setling  of  the  ioynt  Stock  ; 
That  notwthstanding  there  had  bin  all  good  concordencie  &t 
faire  preceding  betweene  them,  yett,  by  reason  of  the  greatness 
of  the  bus[iness,]  and  the  smalness  of  the  supply es,  they  could 
not  bring  the  same  to  a  wished  effect,  but  only  had  reduced  it 

'  This  letter  is  not  preseiTed. 
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to  certaine  prposicons  to  bee  reprsented  to  the  Consideracon  of  A.D. 

1629 
the  Company,  to  receive  their  resolucon  therin. 

The  Accomptant  having  made  an  estimate  of  the  Acc[ounts,] 
the  ioynt  Stock  appeares  to  bee  in  arreare  3000  ^^  k,  upwards. 
Towards  wch  3000  ^^  there  is  1900  in  Subscripcons  not  yett 
brought  in,  k,  about  8  or  900  "'  vpon  fraight  of  Shipps. 

There  wilbe  a  necessitie  for  supply  of  necessarys  )  nnnr) 
for  the  Companyes  servants,  5 

for  Marchandizes  for  Trade,  0500 

for  Munition  &  Artillery  for  ffortificacon,  0500 

Soe  as  there  being  an  inevitable  necessitie  of  supply  of  mony, 
ether  to  revyve  the  old  Stock  or  to  raise  a  new,  the  prposicons 
were  now  expressed,  viz. 

1 .  That  all  the  formr  Adventurers  should  double  their  formr 
subscripcons. 

2.  That  the  servants,  Cattle,  h  all  Marchandizes  or  prvi- 
sions  belonging  to  the  ioynt  Stock,  should  be  sold,  &  the  vnder- 
wryters  bee  paid  their  prporcons  of  what  shall  accrew  or  arise 
therof. 

3.  Or  lastly,  that  the  Old  Stock  bee  putt  over  to  certaine 
vndertakers,  vpon  such  conditions  as  can  bee  agreed  on,  & 
they  to  goe  on  wth  the  Worke  &  mannage  the  business,  to 
beare  all  charges,  h  to  stand  to  prfitt  &i  loss,  &  to  pay  the 
vnderwryters  their  principall  by  them  brought,  at  the  end  of 
7  yeares ;  and  this  to  bee  vnderstood  not  to  exclude  any  who 
haue  afFecon  to  this  business,  but  that  they  may  come  in  vnder 
those  vndertakers  for  such  somes  as  they  shall  thinke  fitt  to 
adventure ;  but  that  for  the  better  furtherance  and  facilitating 
the  business,  the  same  to  bee  managed  by  few  hands.  And 
for  th'  incouragm'  of  such  vndertakers  the  Comittee  haue 
thought  of  certaine  inducem'^,  viz. 

That  they  shall  haue  the  one  halfe  of  the  Beauo"" ; 

The  sole  making  of  Salt ; 

The  sole  transpor[tacon]  of  passengers  ;  servants  &  goods  to 
bee  transported  at  reasonable  rate ; 

To  bee  allowed  a  reasonable  prfitt  vpon  all  such  prvisions  as 
they  shall  keepe  in  Magazine  there  for  the  vse  and  reliefe  of 
th'  inhabitants. 
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A.D.        All  wch  prmises  the  Gou'^no'"  recomended   to   the  considera- 

*   con  of  those  prsent ;  but  by  reason  of  the  small  appearance 

nothing  could  bee  determined  ;  and  therefore  a  spetiall  Court  is 

appointed   for  this  purpose   on  Munday   next,  &    the    whole 

Company  to  bee  sumoned  by  Ticketts  to  bee  prsent. 

Lastly,  vpon  the  Mocon  of  Mr.  Whyte,  to  the  end  that  this 
business  might  bee  preceded  in  wth  the  first  intencon,  wch  was 
cheifly  the  Glory  of  God,  &  to  that  purpose  that  their  meetings 
might  bee  sanctyfied  by  the  prayers  of  some  faithfuU  Ministers 
resident  heere  in  London,  whose  advice  would  bee  likewise 
requisite  vpon  many  occasions.  The  Court  thought  fitt  to 
admitt  into  the  freedome  of  this  Company  Mr.  Jo.  Archer,  &; 
Mr.  Phillip  Nye,  Ministers  heere  in  London,  who  being  heere 
prsent  kindly  accepted  therof ;  Also  Mr.  Whyte  did  recomend 
vnto  them  Mr.  Nathaniell  Ward,  of  Standon.^ 


A  GerCall  Court  at  Mr.  Goff^s  house,  on  Monday,  the  last 
ofNovemb.  1629. 

Prsent, 

Nov.  30.        Mr.  John  Winthrop,  Go'',  Mr.  John  Humfry,  Dep'., 

Mr.  Geo.  Harwood,  Trer, 
Sr.  Richard  Saltonstal,         Mr.  Thomas  Adams, 
Mr.  Isack  Johnson,  Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton, 

Mr.  Thomas  Goff,  Mr.  Encrease  Noell, 

Mr.  Tho.  Dudley,  Mr.  John  Revell, 

Mr.  Nath.  Wright,  Mr.  Willm.  Pinchon, 

Mr.  Matt.  Cradock,  Assistants, 

wth  many  of  the  Genralitie  —  25. 

It  was  prpounded  to  the  Court  that  Wheras  the  ioynt  Stock 
was  engaged  to  the  value  of  2500  ^^,  prsent  debt,  and  there 
was  necessarilie  required  1500  ^^  prsent  disbursm'  for  mainte- 
nance of  the  servanis  now  in  the  Plantacon,  and  for  Coraodi- 
ties  for  Truck  h  Munition,  That  the  Adventurers  would  bee 
pleased  to  double  their  form"^  Subscripcons  ;    wch  being  not 

'  The  author  of  "  The  Simple  Cobbler  of  Agawam  in  America.''^    See  Young's 
Chron.  of  Mom.  p.  112,  n.  in  relation  to  Archer  and  Nye. 
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assented  vnto  by  the  Court,  It  was   prpounded   &   agreed  by  A.D. 
genrall  consent,  that  ten   prsons  should  bee  Chosen,  5  of  the   ^^^^* 
Adventurers,  &  fiue  of  the  Planters,  wch  should  take  the  ioynt 
Stock  at  the  true  value,  and  take  vpon  them  the  engagm'^  h 
other  Charges  ;  for  wch  there  should  bee  appropriated  to  the 
ioynt  Stock,  for  7  yeares,  these  pruiledges  wch  follow,  viz. 

1.  Halfe  the  Trade  of  the  Beavo""*,  &  all  other  furrs  ; 

2.  The  sole  making  of  Salt  ; 

3.  The  fTurnishing  of  a  Magazine  at  sett  rates  ; 

4.  The  sole  transportacon  of  Passengers  &  goods  at  certaine 
Rates. 

fFor  wch  end  there  was  a  Comittee  appointed  to  value  the 
Joynt  Stock,  viz. 

Mr.  White,  of  Dorchester,     Mr.  [blank]  Webb, 
Mr.  Thomas  Goff,  Mr.  Increase  Noell, 

Who  taking  vpon  them  the  Charge  of  the  said  business,  did 
the  next  day  (the  Court  then  sitting  vpon  adiomm*)  make  Cer- 
tificate of  their  prceedings  to  this  effect,  viz. 

the  first  the  lOih  m".  1629.^ 

That  wheras  divers  somes  had  bin  disbursed  in  publique  Oct.  lo. 
Charges,  as  Transporting  of  Ministers  &  their  iFamilies,  Amu- 
nition,  &c.,  wch  were  not  now  to  bee  valued  to  the  vndertakers, 
as  beinge  to  remaine  alwayes  to  the  Plantacon  ;  and  wheras 
many  of  the  servants  wch  were  transported  at  extraordinary 
Charge  doe  not  prve  soe  vsefull  as  was  expected,  and  soe  will 
not  yeild  the  vndertakers  any  such  benefitt  as  may  answere 
their  Charge,  (divers  of  the  Cattle  &  prvisions  likewise  mis- 
carryinge,  through  want  of  experience  in  the  begininge  of  such 
a  worke,)  they  could  not  fynde  the  said  Stock  to  remaine 
cleere  &  good,  (the  debts  discharged)  aboue  one-third  prt  of 
the  whole  some  wch  hath  bin  Adventured  from  the  first  to  this 
prsent  day  ;  wch  value,  vpon  due  examinacon,  &  long  debate, 
was  allowed  by  all  the  Court. 

Whervpon  it  was  prpounded  k,  agreed  by  the  whole  Court, 

1  This  line  is  in  a  different  hand-writing. 
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■A-.D.  that  the  Old  Adventurers  (in  leiu  of  this  abatem^  of  |  of  their 
'  Adventures,)  should  haue  an  addition  of  a  double  prporcon  of 
land,  according  to  the  first  prporcon  of  200  Acr'  for  50  "' ;  and 
that  they  should  haue  libtie  to  putt  in  what  somes  they  pleased, 
to  bee  added  to  their  former  Adventures,  soe  as  they  subscribed 
the  same  before  the  first  day  of  January  now  next  followinge ; 
and  such  as  Hue  in  the  Country,  remote  from  the  Cittie  of 
london,  to  enter  their  Subscripcons  before  the  second  of  fFebr 
next;  And  that  any  of  the  said  Adventurers  may  take  out 
their  Adventures  after  the  aforesaid  rate  ;  And  further,  that  it 
should  bee  lawfull  for  all  other  prsons,  (wth  consent  of  any  3 
of  the  vndertakers,)  to  put  in  what  somes  of  mony  they  please, 
to  bee  traded  in  the  ioynt  Stock,  (vpon  such  allowance  to  the 
Comon  Stock  for  publique  vses,  in  regard  that  they  shall  beare 
noe  part  in  the  formr  losses,)  as  the  said  Adventurers,  or  3  of 
them,  shall  agree  wth  them  for,  from  tyme  to  tyme  ;  and  that 
all  Adventurers  shall  pay  in  their  Adventures  in  such  tyme  &, 
mannr  as  shalbe  agreed  betweene  them  and  the  sd  vndertakers, 
or  any  three  of  them. 

It  was  also  agreed  by  the  Court,  that  in  regard  the  vnder- 
takers should  beare  the  greatest  charge  &£  burthen,  and  all 
other  Adventurers  should  haue  equall  part  of  the  gaine,  if  any 
did  precede,  that  therfore  they  should  haue  5  ^^  in  the  hundred 
cleere  gaines  of  the  said  ioynt  Stock,  both  in  &  out,  all  Charges 
beinge  deducted. 

And  that  the  ioynt  Stock  being  thus  managed,  at  the  end  of 
7  yeares,  (to  bee  accompted  from  this  day,)  as  well  the  said 
Stock,  as  the  precede  &  prfitt  therof,  to  bee  devyded  to  every 
man  prportionably,  according  to  his  Adventure,  and  all  the 
said  Preuiledges  then  to  cease,  and  all  prsons  to  bee  at  libtie  to 
dispose  of  their  prts  in  the  ioynt  Stock  at  their  owne  pleasures. 

Herevpon  the  Court  thought  fitt  to  desire  the  gent,  here- 
vnder  named  to  vndertake  the  ioynt  Stock  vpon  the  Tearmes 
before  prpounded,  viz. 
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Mr.  John  Winthrop,  the  GovTno',  Mr.  Matt.  Cradock,  a.D. 

Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall,  K\,  Mr.  Natjianiell  Wright,    1629, 

Isack  Johnson,  Esq^,  Mr.  Theopuilus  Eaton, 

Mr.  Thomas  Dudley,  Mr.  Thomas  Goff, 

Mr.  John  Revell,  Mr.  James  Younge. 

Wch  gent.,  (vpon  much  entreaty  of  the  Court,)  did  accept 
of  the  said  Charge,  and  accordingly  were  chosen  to  bee  vnder^ 
takers,  to  haue  the  Sole  managinge  of  the  ioynt  Stock,  wth 
all  things  incydent  thervnto,  for  the  space  of  7  yeares,  as  is 
aforesaid. 

And  it  was  agreed  to  desire  &  nominate  Mr.  Aldersey  to 
bee  Treasvrer  for  the  said  Companie  ;  and  that  all  monyes 
wch  shall  come  in  to  the  ioynt  Stock,  or  that  shalbe  giuen  to 
the  Comon  Stock,  shalbe  paid  vnto  him,  and  to  bee  issued  out 
vpon  Warrant  vnder  the  hands  of  the  said  vndertakers,  or  any 
three  of  them,  as  occasion  shall  require.^ 

It  was  also  Ordered  by  the  Court,  that  the  vndertakers 
should  prvyde  a  sufficient  nomber  of  Shipps,  of  good  force,  for 
transporting  of  passingers,  at  the  rate  of  5  "'  a  person,  &  4  "^  a 
Tonn  for  goods  ;  wch  shalbe  ready  to  sett  saile  from  London 
by  the  first  day  of  March ;  and  that  if  any  passingers  bee  to 
take  Shipp  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  Shipps  shall  stopp  there 
24  howers  ;  and  that  all  such  as  intend  to  pass  over  shall  giue 
in  their  names,  wth  40  ®  towards  their  fraight,  to  one  of  the 
said  vndertakers  abyding  in  London,  in  the  Michaelmas  Tearme 
before  ;  and  shall  deliuer  their  goods  on  Shipp  Board  before  the 
20th  of  fFebr  following  ;  and  shall  giue  security  for  the  rest  of 
their  fraight  as  they  can  agree  wth  the  said  vndertakers,  ether 
for  mony  to  bee  p''  heere,  or  for  Comoditie  to  bee  deliured  in 
the  Plantacon. 

fiiirther  it  was  agreed,  that  for  the  transportacon  of  Children 
this  rate  shalbe  kept,  viz.  Sucking  children  not  to  bee  reck- 
oned ;  such  as  vnder  4  yeares  of  age,  3  for  one  ;  vnder  8,  2 
for  one  ;  vnder  12,  3  for  2.     And  that  a  Shipp  of  200  Tonn 

*  It  does  not  appear  that  ^ny  trade  was  ever  carried  on,  or  any  dividend  made, 
under  this  arrangement. 
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A.D.  shall  not  carry  aboue  120  passengers  Compleate  ;  and  for 
^^  '  other  Shipps  after  the  same  prporcon.  And  for  Goods  home- 
wards The  fraight  shalbe  for  Beauo''*  3  "^  pr  Tonn,  and  for 
other  Comodities  40  *  pr  Tonn  ;  and  such  as  will  haue  their 
goods  assured,  shall  pay  5  ""  pr  C. 

Concerning  the  Magazine,  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the 
vndertakers  should  furnish  the  Plantacon  wth  all  such  Comodi- 
ties as  they  shall  send  for ;  And  the  Planters  to  take  them  off 
and  retaile  them  at  their  pleasure,  allowing  the  vndertakers 
25  "^  in  the  hundred  aboue  all  Charges  ;  and  the  Planters  to 
haue  libty  to  dispose  of  their  prt  of  the  Beauo'"^  at  their  owne 
will ;  and  every  man  may  fetch  or  send  for  any  Comoditie  for 
his  owne  vse  where  or  how  he  please,  soe  as  hee  Trade  not 
wth  interlopers,  soe  long  as  hee  may  bee  furnished  sufEtiently 
by  th'  Adventurers  at  the  rates  aforesaid. 

Lastly,  it  is  Ordered,  that  in  regard  this  Court  could  not  sett 
downe  prticuler  direccon  for  every  thinge  wch  may  bee  fitt  to 
bee  considered  &  prvyded  for,  in  all  or  any  of  the  matters 
aforesaid,  therefore  the  said  vndertakers  should  haue  power  to 
meete  Si  consult  about  the  prmises  ;  and  what  Orders  and 
direccons  they,  or  the  greater  nomber  of  them,  shall  sett  down, 
shalbe  accompted  legall,  k,  to  bee  duly  observed  vntill  it  shalbe 
thought  fitt  by  this  Court  to  alter  or  determyne  the  same. 

Provyded  alwayes,  that  if  those  that  intend  to  inhabite  vpon 
the  Plantacon  shall,  before  the  first  of  January  next,  take  vpon 
them  all  the  said  engagem^®  and  other  Charges  of  the  ioynt 
Stock,  then  the  power  &i  pruiledges  of  the  vndertakers  to  deter- 
mine, and  all  Trade,  &ic.  to  be  free. 

A  Gerfall  Court,  holden  at  Mr.  Goff^s  house,  on  the  \bth  of 
Decemb%  1629. 

Prsent, 

Ppg  15  Mr.  Jo.  Humfry,  Dep'.,  Mr.  Geo.  Harwood, 

Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Wm.  Pinchion, 

Assistants.    Mr.  Matth.  Cradock,  Mr.  Increase  Noell, 

Mr.  Nathaniell  Wright,  Capt.  Venn, 

Mr.  John  Revell,  Mr.  Thomas  Adams, 
wth  divers  of  the  Genralitie. —  17, 
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Mr.  Deputie  Caused  to  bee  read  the  Acts  h  Orders  made    A.D. 

1629 
at  the  last  gen''all  Court  of  the  30th  of  Novemb. ;  wch  being 

of  great  Consiquence,  as  namely  for  Setling  the  Joynt  Stock 

and  Managing  of  the  whole  busines,  it  was  desired  the  same 

should  receive    confirmacon    by    this    Court.       Upon    debate 

wherof  some  excepcons  was  taken  by  those  who  had  double  [d] 

their  Adventures,  conceiving  themselues   to  bee  wronged   in 

hauing  both  their  somes  drawne  downe  to  soe  lowe  a  rate  as  I 

prt ;  alleadginge  that  the  second  some  was  pd  in  vpon  a  prpo- 

sicon  of  Trade,  wch  went  not  forward,  and  not  as  vnto  the 

ioynt  Stock  for  the  Plantacon. 

This  business  received  a  large  discussion,  and  Capt.  Wal- 
ler &£  Mr.  Vassall  were  content  to  giue  the  first  50  "'.  to  the 
Plantacon,  soe  as  their  other  50  '^.  might  goe  on  wholy  in  this 
new  Stock ;  but  forasmuch  as  this  concern'd  divers  others  who 
were  in  the  same  case,  and  that  it  could  not  bee  done  wthout 
alteracon  of  the  Act  made  the  30  of  Novemb.,  wch  was  done 
by  a  gen''all  Court,  vpon  mature  St  deliberate  consideracon, 
and  that  the  vndertakers  would  not  continue  their  said  vnder- 
taking  but  vpon  the  same  Conditions  wch  were  then  prpounded 
&  concluded  on, 

This  Court,  in  Conclusion,  put  it  to  the  question,  and  by 
ereccon  of  hands  every  prticuler  of  the  form''  Court  was  raty- 
fied  &£  confirmed.  And  the  matter  in  difference  wth  them 
who  had  doubled  their  adventures  being  noe  more  to  each  of 
them  then  betweene  50  "'.  k.  33  ^^,  6\  8'\,  was  by  mutuall 
consent  referred  to  the  3  Ministers  heere  prsent,  Mr.  Dauen- 
port,  Mr.  Nye,  &  Mr.  Archer,  who  are  to  reconcile  the  same 
betweene  the  New  vndertakers  k,  them. 


10 
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A.D.   ^  Gere  all  Court,  holden  at  Mr.   Goff's  house,  on  Wensday, 
1630.  the  lOth  offfehr.  1629. 

Feb.  10. 

Prsent, 

Mr.  John  Winthrope,  GoiVno'',     Mr.  Thomas  Adams, 
Mr.  John  Humfry,  Dept.  Mr.  George  Harwood, 

Mr.  Isack  Johnson,  Mr.  Increase  Noell, 

Mr.  Matthew  Cradock,  Mr.  Nathaniell  Wright, 

Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton,  Mr.  John  Revell, 

Mr.  Wm.  Pinchon, 
wth  many  others  of  the  Genralitie. 

Forasmuch  as  the  furtherance  of  the  Plantacon  will  neces- 
sarylie  require  a  great  &z;  continuall  Charge,  wch  cannot  wth 
convenyence  bee  defrayed  out  of  the  ioynt  Stock  of  the  Comp. 
wch  is  ordained  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Trade,  wthout 
endangering  the  same  to  bee  wasted  &  exhausted,  It  was 
therefore  prpounded  that  a  Comon  Stock  should  bee  raysed 
from  such  as  beare  good  affeccon  to  the  Plantacon  &;  the 
prpagacon  thereof,  and  the  same  to  bee  employed  only  in 
defraym^  of  publique  Charges  —  as  maintenance  of  Ministers, 
Transportacon  of  poore  famylyes,  building  of  Churches  &£ 
ffortyfycacons,  &  all  other  publique  h  necessary  occasions 
of  the  Plantacon  ;  and  the  Court  doe  thinke  fitt  h  Order  that 
200  Acres  of  Land  shalbe  allotted  for  every  50  "\,  h  soe 
prportionable  for  what  somes  shalbe  brought  in  by  any  to  this 
purpose.  And  Mr.  George  Harwood  is  chosen  Trer.  for  this 
accompt  of  the  Comon  Stock,  wch  hee  accepted  of;  who  is  to 
receiue  all  such  mony  as  shalbe  by  any  sent  in,  and  to  issue 
out  the  same  vpon  Warrant  vnder  the  hands  of  any  2  or  More 
of  the  Vndertakers.  And  it  is  further  agreed  on  &-  Ordered, 
That  an  Order  bee  drawne  vpp  St  published  vnder  the  Scale 
of  the  Company,  to  signifie  &  declare  to  what  vses  all  such 
monyes  as  are  giuen  to  the  Comon  Stock  shalbe  employed, 
and  what  land  shalbe  allotted  to  each  man  that  giues  thervnto, 
aswell  for  their  Sattisfaccon  as  th'  incouragm'.  of  others  to  soe 
laudable  and  Charitable   a  worke ;    and  it  was  further  taken 
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into  consideracon,  &  Ordered,  that  this  allottra",  or  devision  of  A.D. 
land,  shall  not  priudice  the  right  of  any  th'  Adventurers  who 
are  to  haue  land  k,  haue  not  yett  the  same  allotted  out  vnto 
them,  nor  vnto  those  whose  land  is  already  sett  out  according 
to  the  form""  Order  h  direccon  of  this  Court ;  yett  neverthe- 
less, it  is  further  agreed,  that  if  for  good  k,  weighty  reasons,  &t 
for  the  benefitt  of  the  plantacon  in  gen'^all,  there  shalbe  occa- 
sion to  alter  any  prticuler  man's  allottm'.  The  said  prty  is  to 
haue  such  due  recompence  for  the  same  as,  in  the  wisdome  of 
theGou'"no''  StComp,,  there  resident,  shalbe  thought  reasonable 
&  expedient. 

Mocon  was  made  on  the  behalfe  of  S\  Willm.  Brewerton, 
who  by  vertue  of  a  late  Pattent  prtends  right  &  Tytle  to  some 
prt  of  the  Land  wthin  the  Comp^  pruiledges  h  Plantacon  in 
New  England ;  yett,  nevertheless,  bee  is  content  [intends]  ^ 
not  to  contest  wth  the  Comp.  but  desires  that  a  prportionable 
quantitie  of  land  might  be  allotted  vnto  him  for  the  accommo- 
dacon  of  his  people  k,  Servants  now  to  bee  sent  over.  Wch 
request  the  Court  taking  into  due  consideracon,  doe  not  thinke 
fitt  to  enter  into  any  prticuler  cappitulacon  wth  him  therein, 
nor  to  sett  out  any  allotm'  of  land  for  him  more  then  the  600 
Acres  bee  is  to  haue  by  vertue  of  his  Adventure  in  the  ioynt 
Stock,^  nor  to  acknowledg  any  thinge  due  vnto  him  as  of  right 
by  vertue  of  his  sd  Pattent,  nor  to  giue  any  consideracon  in 
case  hee  should  relinquish  his  prtended  right ;  but  they  are 
well  content  hee  should  ioyne  wth  them  in  the  prsecucon  of 
this  business,  according  to  their  Charter,  and  doe  prmise,  in 
the  meane  tyme,  that  such  servants  as  hee  shall  [send]  over  to 
inhabite  vpon  the  Plantacon,  shall  receive  all  courteous  respect, 
and  bee  accomodated  wth  land,  h  what  els  shalbe  necessary, 
as  other  the  Servants  of  the  Company.  Wch  answere  was 
deliured  vnto  those  that  were  sent  from  him ;  and  the  Court 
desired  also  that  Capt.  Waller  k  Mr,  Eaton  would  signifie 


intends 

*  These  words  are  in  the  original  MS.  thus :  is  content. 

*  See  Ante,  p.  16. 
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^'^-  the  companye's  affection  &  due  respect  vnto  him,  hee  hauing 
written  to  them  about  this  business.^ 

A  wryting  of  grevances  of  Mr.  Samuell  k,  John  Browne 
was  prsented  to  this  Court,  wherin  they  desire  recompence 
for  loss  &  damage  sustained  by  them  in  New  England  ;  wch 
this  Assembly  taking  into  consideracon,  doe  thinke  fitt  that 
vpon  their  submitting  to  stand  to  the  Comp^  fynall  Order  for 
ending  of  all  differences  betweene  them,  wch  they  are  to  signi- 
fie  vnder  their  hands,  Mr.  Wright  &£  Mr.  Eaton  are  to  heare 
their  Complaint,  &  to  sett  downe  what  they  in  their  Judgm'^ 
shall  thinke  requisite  to  bee  allowed  them  for  their  prtended 
damage  sustained,  &  soe  to  make  a  fynall  end  accordingly.^ 

Mr.  Roger  Ludlowe  was  now  chosen  Si  sworne  an  Assistant 
in  the  roome  of  Mr.  Samuell  Sharpe,  who  by  reason  of  his 
absence  had  not  taken  the  oath. 

And  lastly,  vpon  the  peticon  of  Humphry  Scale,  the  Beadle 
of  this  Company,  the  Court  were  content  &  agreed  to  giue 
him  20  Nobles,  for  his  yeare's  Salary  ending  at  Christmas 
Last ;  wch  is  to  bee  paid  by  Mr.  Aldersey  the  Treasorer  out 
of  the  ioynt  Stock. 

1  In  Mass.  Archives,  title  Lands,  Vol.  I.  p.  1,  is  a  record  exhibiting' the  nature  and 
extent  of  Sir  Wm.  Brereton's  claim.  According  to  that  document,  the  deed  from 
John  Gorges,  dated  January  10,  1629,  purports  to  convey  to  Brereton  and  his  heirs 
"  all  the  land  in  breadth  lying  from  the  east  side  of  Charles  River  to  the  easterly  side 
of  the  cape  called  Nahant,  and  all  the  lands  lying  in  length  twenty  miles  nort/ieast 
into  the  main  land  from  the  mouth  of  the  said  Charles  Kiver,  lying  also  in  length 
twenty  miles  into  the  main  land  northeast  from  the  said  Cape  Nahant."  The  word 
northeast  is  italicized  here  to  call  attention  to  the  mistake  in  regard  to  the  direction 
into  the  main  land.    The  error  may  not  have  existed  in  the  original  deed. 

2  What  "  final  end  "  was  made  of  this  busmess  does  not  appear.  Having  been 
bamshed  from  the  Colony,  the  expenses  of  emigration  were  of  course  an  entire  loss 
to  the  Brownes.  They  had  remained  in  New  England  but  five  or  six  weeks,  and 
their  sacrifice  of  property  was  doubtless  considerable.  It  is  probable  that  a  reasona- 
ble remuneration  was  allowed  them.  They  were  not  adventurers  in  the  general 
stock  of  the  company,  but  on  account  of  their  respectability  had  been  strongly  recom- 
mended to  the  colonists,  and  were  to  have  lands  and  privileges  granted  them  as  if 
subscribers  for  £50  each.  The  offices  to  which  they  were  chosen  indicate  the  es- 
timation in  which  they  were  personally  held. 
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Att  a  meeting  of  Assistants  att  Southampton,  March   \8th,    A.D. 

ifioq  1630. 

^^'^'^-  Mar.  IS. 

Present, 

Mr.  Governor,  Mr.  Humfrey, 

Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Nowell, 

Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Pinchion, 

Mr.  Dudley,  Mr.  Goffe. 

It  was  ordered  and  concluded  by  erreccon  of  hands,  that 
S^  Brian  Janson,  k^,  Mr.  Willm.  Coddington,  &  Mr.  Simon 
Bradstreete,  gent.,  shalbe  chosen  in  the  roomes  and  places  of 
Assist'^  of  Mr.  Nathaniell  Wright,  MerchS  Mr.  Theophilus 
Eaton,  &i  Mr.  Thomas  GofFe,  of  London,  Merch**. 

S"".  Brian  Janson  was  sworne  an  Assistant  before  the  Gov- 
ern'' &  Mr.  Dudley  y®  same  day. 

March  23,  1629. 
Mr.  Willm.  Coddington,  Mr.  Simon    Bradstreete,    &    Mr.    jeso. 
Thomas  Sharpe,  being   formrly  chosen  Assistants,   did  nowe  ^^'■•23. 
take  the  oath  of  Assistants  before  the  Gou'"n'",  Mr.  Dudley,  & 
other  Assis'*. 

Att  a   Court  of  Assistants  Aboard  the  Arbella,  March  23, 

1629. 

Present, 
Mr.  John  Winthrop,  Gou^Tf,     Mr.  Willm.  Coddington, 
Sr.  Rich.  Saltonstall,  Mr.  Tho.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Isaack  Johnson,  Mr.  Willm.  Vassall, 

Mr.  Thomas  Dudley,  Mr.  Simon  Bradstreete. 

Mr.  John  Humfrey,  (in  regard  hee  was  to  stay  behinde  in 
England,)  was  discharged  of  his  Deputy-shipp,  &£  Mr.  Thomas 
Dudley  chosen  Deputy  in  his  place. 


NOTE. 

[With  the  meeting  on  board  the  Arbella,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Company  in  England  were  concluded.  On  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  Winthrop  and  his  associates  set  sail  for  the  New  World, 
carrying  with  them  the  Charter  and  the  Government.  At  this 
point,  then,  the  Proprietary  administration  terminated,  and  when 
those  having  the  management  of  affairs  met  again  in  council,  it 
was  as  a  Colonial  Government  established  on  the  soil  where  its 
authority  was  to  be  exercised. 

But  the  Acts  of  the  Corporation  in  England  would  be  incom- 
plete without  the  Letters  of  Instruction  which,  while  the  supreme 
direction  rested  with  them,  they  transmitted  to  their  agents  in 
America.  Though  not  contained  in  the  regular  Journal  of  the 
Company,  they  were  a  portion  of  its  official  transactions.  They 
are  inseparably  connected  with  its  other  proceedings  ;  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  they  were  not  registered  in  the  same  vol- 
ume, as  well  as  the  "  Form  of  Government  "  and  other  documents 
no  better  entitled  to  such  an  association.  As  containing  a  sum- 
mary of  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  men  by  whom  the  settle- 
ment of  Massachusetts  Bay  was  projected,  and  through  whose 
agency  it  was  accomplished,  they  may  appropriately  close  the 
record  of  their  legislative  acts  and  deliberations.  They  are  there- 
fore inserted  here,  as  copied  directly  from  a  transcript  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  Secretary  of  the  Company,  which  has  been  pre- 
served in  the  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds.] 


THE    COMPANY'S  FIRST  GENERAL  LETTER  OF  IN- 
STRUCTIONS TO  ENDICOTT  AND  HIS   COUNCIL. 

Laus  Deo  ! 

In  Gravesend,  the  17th  of  April,  1629. 

Loving  freinds,  Wee  hartylie  salute  you.  Wee  haue  A.D. 
receiued  your  Lre  of  the  13"^  of  Septemb.  by  wch  wee  take  ^^^^* 
notice  of  your  safe  arriveall,  blessing  God  for  it.  Wee  haue 
formerly  requested  Mr.  Cradock,  o"'  Gou^'no''  to  wryte  you  of 
the  receipt  thereof,  and  to  giue  aduice  how  wee  purposed  to 
prceed  in  setting  forward  o^  plantacon  ;^  whose  Lres,  if  they 
bee  come  to  yo^  handes,  (as  wee  hope  they  are)  will  putt  lyfe 
into  yo""  affaires,  and  encourage  you  to  prvyde  for  the  enter- 
tainm*  of  such  as  are  now  cominge. 

Since  yo""  deprture,  wee  haue  for  the  further  strengthening  of 
o''  graunt  from  the  Councell  at  Plymoth,  obtained  a  confirma- 
con  of  it  from  his  Ma'^  by  his  Lres  Pattents  vnd''  the  Broad 
Scale  of  England ;  by  wch  said  Lres  Pattents  wee  are  incor- 
porated into  a  body  pollitique,  wth  ample  power  to  gou''ne  &t 
rule  all  his  Ma^\  Subiects  that  reside  wthin  the  Limitts  of  o"^ 
Plantacon,  as  by  the  duplicate  thereof  vnder  the  Broad  Seale, 
wch  wee  haue  deliured  to  Mr.  Sharpe  to  bee  deliured  to  you 
doth  fully  appeare.^ 

And  for  that  the  prpagating  of  the  Gosple  is  the  thing  wee 
doe  prfess  aboue  all  to  bee  o""  ayme  in  setling  this  Plantacon, 
wee  haue  bin  carefull  to  make  plentyfull  prvision  of  Godly 
Ministers,  by  whose  faithfull  preachinge,  godly  conversacon; 
and  exemplary  lyfe,  wee  trust,  not  only  those  of  o'"  owne 
Nation  wilbe  built  vp  in  the  Knowledge  of  God,  but  also  the 
Indians  may  in  God's  appointed  tyme  bee  reduced  to  the  obe- 

1  See  page  8. 

2  The  original  Charter  is  now  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  Boston. 
It  has  upon  it  the  certificate  of  Sir  Charles  Caesar,  Master  in  Chancery,  that  the  oath 
of  office  was  taken  by  Governor  Cradock  before  him  on  the  18th  of  March,  1628, 
(1629.)     The  dttplicate  is  preserved  in  the  Athenseum  at  Salem. 
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A.D.  dyence  of  the  Gosple  of  Christ ;  One  of  them  is  well  knowne 
*  to  yo'"selfe,  viz.,  Mr.  Skelton,  whom  wee  haue  the  rather 
desired  to  beare  a  prt  in  this  worke,  for  that  wee  are  informed 
yo'"selfe  haue  formrly  received  much  good  by  his  Ministry  ; 
hee  cometh  in  the  George  Bonaventure,  Mr.  Thomas  Cox. 
Another  is  Mr.  Higgeson,  a  graue  Man,  &  of  worthy  Comen- 
dacons  ;  he  cometh  in  the  Talbott.  The  third  is  Mr.  Bright, 
sometymes  trained  vpp  vnder  Mr.  Davenport,  who  cometh  in 
the  Lyon's  Whelp.  Wee  pray  you,  accomodate  them  all  wth 
necessaryes  as  well  as  you  may,  and  in  convenyent  tyme  lett 
there  bee  houses  built  them  according  to  the  agreem^  wee  haue 
made  wth  them,  Coppyes  wherof,  as  of  all  others  wee  haue 
entertained,  shalbe  sent  you  by  the  next  Shipps,  tyme  not 
prmitting  it  now.  Wee  doubt  not  but  these  gent,  yo^  Minis- 
ters, will  agree  lovingly  togeather ;  and  for  Cherishinge  of  loue 
betwixt  them  wee  pray  you  carry  yo^'selfe  impartiallie  to  all. 
For  the  Manno''  of  the  exercising  their  ministrie,  h  teaching 
both  o""  owne  people  and  the  Indians,  wee  leave  that  to  them- 
selues,  hoping  they  will  make  God's  word  the  rule  of  their 
accons,  and  mutually  agree  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  : 
And  because  their  doctrine  will  hardly  be  well  esteemed  whose 
prsons  are  not  reverenced,  wee  desire  that  both  by  yo'  owne 
example,  and  by  Comanding  all  others  to  doe  the  like,  o''  min- 
isters may  receive  due  bono''. 

Wee  haue,  in  prsecucon  of  that  good  opinion  wee  haue 
alway  had  of  you,  confirmed  you  Gou'"no'^  of  o''  Plantacon,  and 
ioyned  in  Comission  wth  you  the  three  Ministers,  namely,  Mr. 
Francis  Higgonson,  Mr.  Samuell  Skelton,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Bright  ;  also,  Mr.  John  and  Mr.  Samuell  Browne,  Mr. 
Thomas  Graues,  and  Mr.  Samuell  Sharpe  ;  and  for  that  wee 
haue  Ordered  that  the  body  of  the  Gou'^nm^  there  shall  consist 
of  13  prsons,  wee  are  content  the  Old  Planters  that  are  now 
there  wthin  o''  Plantacon  and  Lymitts  therof,  shall  chuse  2  of 
the  discreetest  and  Juditiall  Men  from  amongst  themselues  to 
bee  of  the  Gou'"nm*,  that  they  may  see  wee  are  not  wanting  to 
giue  them  fitting  respect,  in  that  wee  would  haue  their  consent 
(if  it  may  bee)  in  making  wholsome  constitucons  for  Gou''nm' ; 
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Alwayes  prvyded,  that  none  shalbe  chosen,  or  meddle  in  their  A.D. 
choice,  but  such  as  will  Hue  amongst  vs  and  conforme  them- 
selues  to  o''  Gou'"nm^  But  if  they  shall  refuse  to  prforme  this 
o''  direccon,  then  wee  hereby  authorise  you  &  those  nominated 
to  bee  of  the  Councell  aforesaid,  to  nominate  &  elect  two  such 
Men  as  in  yo''  opinions  you  shall  hold  meete  for  that  place  &; 
office  ;  and  for  the  other  three  wch  wilbe  wanting  to  make 
vpp  the  full  nomber  of  13,  (wch  wee  haue  styled  the  Coun- 
cell of  the  Mattachusetts  Bay)  wee  hereby  authorize  [you,] 
wth  the  aforenamed  seaven  prsons,  to  chuse  and  nominate 
them  out  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Companie,  aswell  of  those 
that  are  there,  as  of  those  that  are  to  come  now,  not  doubting 
but,  all  partialitie  sett  apart,  you  will  make  choice  of  such 
men  as  may  bee  most  vsefuU  &£  carefull  to  advance  the  gen''all 
good  of  o''  Plantacon. 

And  that  it  may  appeare,  aswell  to  all  the  world,  as  to  the 
Old  planters  themselues,  that  wee  seeke  not  to  make  them 
slaues,  as  it  seemes  by  yo"^  letter  some  of  them  thinke  them- 
selues to  bee  become  by  meanes  of  o''  Pattent,)  wee  are  con- 
tent they  shalbe  prtakers  of  such  prviledges  as  wee,  from  his 
Ma'^;  espetiall  grace,  wth  great  cost,  fauor  of  prsonages  of 
note,  k,  much  labor,  haue  obtained ;  and  that  they  shalbe 
incorporated  into  this  Socyetie,  and  enioy  not  only  those  lands 
wch  form'^ly  they  haue  manured,  but  such  a  further  prporcon 
as  by  th'  advice  and  Judgm'  of  yo^selfe,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Councell,  shalbe  thought  fitt  for  them,  or  any  of  them.  And 
besides,  it  is  still  o""  purpose  that  they  should  haue  some  bene- 
fitt  by  the  Comon  Stock,  as  was  by  yo''  first  Comission  directed 
and  appointed,  wth  this  addicon,  that  if  it  bee  held  too  much 
to  take  30  pr  cent,  and  the  fraight  of  the  goods  for  and  in 
Consideracon  of  o*"  Adventure  &  disbursra*  of  o""  Monyes,  to 
bee  paid  in  Bevo''  at  6^  pr  "'.  that  you  moderate  the  said 
Rate,  as  you  wth  the  rest  of  the  Councell  shall  thinke  to  bee 
agreeable  to  equitie  &  good  Conscience.  And  o'"  further 
Orders  is,  that  none  bee  prtakers  of  any  the  aforesd  pruiledges 
and  prfitts,  but  such  as  bee  peaceable  Men,  and  of  honest  lyfe 
11 
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■A-.D.    and  conuersacon,  &i  desirous  to  Hue  amongst  vs,  and  conforme 
*   themselues  to  good  Order  and  governm'. 

And  as  touching  the  old  Planters,  their  earnest  desire  for 
the  prsent  to  continue  the  planting  of  Tobacco,  (a  Trade  by 
the  Companie  gen'^ally  disavowed,  &  vtterly  disclaymed  by 
some  of  the  greatest  adventurers  amongst  vs,  who  absolutely 
declared  themselues  vnwilling  to  haue  any  hand  in  this  planta- 
con  if  wee  intend  to  Cherish  or  prmitt  the  planting  therof,  or 
any  other  kinde  than  for  a  man's  private  vse  for  meere  neces- 
sitie  ;)  Wee  are  of  opinion  the  old  Planters  will  haue  small 
encouragm^  to  that  employm' ;  for  wee  fynde  heere,  by  late 
experience,  that  it  doth  hardly  prduce  the  fraight  and  Cus- 
tome ;  nether  is  there  hope  of  amendm',  there  being  such  great 
quantities  made  in  other  prts  that  ere  long  it  is  like  to  bee 
little  worth.  Nevertheless,  if  the  old  Planters,  (for  wee 
exclude  all  others,)  conceive  that  they  cannot  otherwise 
prvyde  for  their  livelyhood,  wee  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of 
yo'^selfe  &-  the  Councell  there,  to  giue  way  for  the  p''sent  to 
their  planting  of  it  in  such  mann'^,  and  wth  such  restriccons,  as 
you  and  the  said  Councell  shall  thinke  fittinge  ;  hauing  an 
espetiall  care,  wth  as  much  convenyence  as  may  bee,  vtterly 
[to]  suppress  the  planting  of  it,  except  for  meere  necessitie  ; 
but,  however,  wee  absolutely  forbidd  the  sale  of  it,  or  the  vse 
of  it,  by  any  of  o""  owne  or  prticuler  Men's  servants,  vnless 
vpon  vrgent  occasion  for  the  benefitt  of  health  &  taken  pri- 
vately. 

Mr.  John  Oldham  came  from  New  England  not  long  before 
yo''  arrivall  there,  by  whom  wee  haue  had  noe  small  disturb- 
ance in  o'^  business,  having  bin  cast  behinde  at  the  least  two 
months  tyme  in  o""  voyage,  through  the  varyetie  of  his  vast 
conceipts  of  extraordinary  gaine  of  3  for  one,  prpounded  to  bee 
made  k,  raised  in  3  yeares,  if  bee  might  haue  the  Managinge 
of  o"^  Stock,  prferring  to  bee  contented  for  his  owne  employm', 
soe  hee  might  haue  the  overplus  of  the  gaines  ;  wth  whom, 
after  long  tyme  spent  in  sundry  treaties,  fynding  him  a  man 
altogeather  vnfitt  for   vs  to  deale  with,  wee  haue  at  last  left 
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him  to  his  owne  way :  And,  as  wee  are  informed,  hee,  wth  A.D. 
some  others,  are  prvyding  a  vessel!,  and  is  mynded,  as  soone  *"  ' 
as  hee  can  despatch,  to  come  for  New  England,  prtending  to 
settle  himselfe  in  Mattachusetts  Bay,  clayming  a  Tytle  and 
right  by  a  grant  from  S"".  Ferdinando  Gorges'  son,  wch  wee 
are  well  satisfy ed  by  good  councell  is  voyde  in  Lawe.^  Hee 
will  admitt  of  noe  Teannes  of  agreem',  —  vnlesse  wee  leaue 
him  at  libtie  to  trade  for  Beavo''  wth  the  [Indians,]  wch  wee 
deny  to  the  best  of  o'"  owne  Planters  ;  nether  is  hee  satisfied 
to  trade  himselfe  wth  his  owne  Stock  &i  meanes,  wch  wee 
conceeve  is  so  small  that  it  would  not  much  hinder  vs,  but  hee 
doth  interest  other  Men,  who,  for  ought  wee  knowe,  are  never 
likely  to  bee  benefitiall  to  the  planting  of  the  Country  ;  their 
owne  prticuler  prfitts,  (though  to  the  overthrowe  of  the  gen'^all 
plantacon.)  being  their  chiefe  ayme  and  intent.  Now  as  wee 
shall  vnwillingly  doe  any  Act  in  debarringe  such  as  were 
inhabitants  before  vs  of  that  Trade,  as  in  Conscience  they 
ought  to  enioy,  soe  shall  wee  as  vnwillingly  prmitt  any  to 
appropriate  that  to  their  owne  private  lucar,  wch  wee,  in  o'' 
religious  intencons,  haue  dedicated  to  the  Comon  Charge  of 
building  houses  for  God's  worshipp,  and  fForts  to  defend  such 
as  shall  come  thither  to  inhabite.  Wee  feare,  that  as  hee 
hath  bin  obstinate  &  vyolent  in  his  opinions  heere,  soe  hee 
will  prsist  and  bee  ready  to  drawe  a  partie  to  himselfe  there, 
to  the  great  hinderance  of  the  Comon  quiett.  Wee  haue 
therefore  thought  fitt,  to  giue  you  notice  of  his  disposicon,  to 
the  end  you  may  beware  how  you  meddle  wth  him ;  as  also 
that  you  may  vse  the  best  meanes  you  can  to  settle  an  agreem' 
wth  the  old  Planters,  so  as  they  may  not  harken  to  Mr.  Old- 
ham's dangerous  though  vaine  prpositions.  Wee  fynde  him  a 
Man  soe  affected  to  his  owne  opinion,  as  not  to  bee  removed 
from  it,  nether  by  reason  nor  any  prswasion  ;  and  vnlesse  hee 
may  beare  sway,  and  haue  all  things  Carryed  to  his  good  lik- 
inge,  wee  haue  little  hope  of  quiett  or  comfortable  subsistance 
where  he  shall  make  his  aboad. 

And   therefore,    if  you    shall    see   iust  cause,  Wee  hereby 

1  See  note  oa  p.  31. 
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A.D.  require  you  and  the  Councell  there,  to  exercise  that  power 
'  wee  haue,  and  o''  Previledges  will  beare  vs  out  in  it,  to  sup- 
presse  a  mischiefe  before  it  take  too  great  a  head  ;  not  that 
wee  would  wrong  him,  or  any  man  that  will  Hue  peaceably 
wthin  the  limitts  of  o'^  Plantacon.  But  as  the  prservacon  of 
o"^  pruiledges  will  cheifly  depend  (vnder  God)  vpon  the  first 
foundacon  of  o''  Gou'^nm',  —  soe  if  wee  suffer  soe  great  an 
affront  as  wee  fynde  is  intended  towards  vs,  by  the  prceedings 
of  Mr.  Oldham  and  his  adherents,  in  o""  first  beginings,  we  may 
bee  sure  they  will  take  hart  and  bee  emboldned  to  doe  vs  a 
farr  greater  iniurie  hereafter.  And  therefore  wee  pray  you 
and  the  Councell  there  to  advise  seriously  togeather  for  the 
maintenance  of  o^  Pruiledges  &  peaceable  gou''nm* ;  wch  if  it 
may  be  done  by  a  Temprate  course,  wee  much  desire  it, 
though  wth  some  inconvenyence,  soe  as  o""  gou'^nm^  &;  prui- 
ledges bee  not  brought  in  contempt,  wishing  rather  there  might 
bee  such  an  vnion  as  might  drawe  the  Heathen  by  o'"  good 
example  to  the  embracing  of  Christ  and  his  Gosple,  then  that 
offence  should  be  giuen  to  the  Heathen  and  a  scandall  to  o"" 
Religion  through  o''  disagreem^  amongst  o^'selues.  But  if 
necessitie  require  a  more  severe  course,  when  faire  meanes 
will  not  prvaile,  wee  pray  you  to  deale  as  in  yo"^  discrecons 
you  shall  thinke  fittest  for  the  gen'"all  good  and  safety  of  the 
plantacon,  h  prservacon  of  o""  pruiledges.  And  because  wee 
would  not  omitt  to  doe  any  thing  wch  might  strengthen  o'' 
right,  wee  would  haue  you  (as  soone  as  these  shipps,  or  any 
of  them,  arrive  with  you,  whereby  you  may  have  men  to  do  it,) 
send  40  or  50  persons  to  Mattachusetts  Bay  ^  to  inhabite  there  ; 
which  we  pray  you  not  to  protract,  but  to  doe  it  with  all 
speede ;  and  if  any  of  o''  Company  in  prticuler  shall  desire  to 
setle  themselues  there,  or  to  send  servants  thither,  wee  desire 
all  accommodacon  and  encouragm*  may  bee  giuen  them  ther- 
vnto,  wherby  the  better  to  strengthen  o'^  possession  there 
against  all  or  any  that  shall  intrude  vpon  vs,  wch  wee  would 
not  haue  you  by  any  meanes  giue  way  vnto  ;  wth  this  caution, 

'  Boston  Harbor.    See  note  on  p.  35. 
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notwthstanding,  that  for  such  of  o''  Countrymen  as  you  finde   A.D. 
there  planted^  soe  as  they  bee  wilHng   to  liue  vnder  Gou'^nm^ 
you  endeavor  to  giue  them  all  fitting  and  due  accommodacon 
as  to  any  of  o'^selues  ;  yea,  if  you  see  cause  for  it,  though  it 
bee  wth  more  than  Ordinarie  pruiledges  in  point  of  Trade. ^ 

Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  a  Minister,  hath  desired  passage  in  o"' 
Shipps,  wch  was  graunted  him  before  wee  vnderstood  of  his 
difference  of  Judgm^  in  some  things  from  o''  Ministers.  But 
his  prvisions  for  his  voyage  being  shipt  before  notice  was  taken 
therof,  through  many  occasions  wherwth  those  intrusted  wth 
this  business  have  bin  employed,  and  forasmuch  as  from  hence 
it  is  feared  there  may  growe  some  distraccon  amonst  you  if 
there  should  bee  any  syding,  though  wee  haue  a  very  good 
opinion  of  his  honesty,  wee  shall  not  [wee]  hope  offend  in 
Charitie  to  feare  the  worst  that  may  grow  from  their  different 
Judgm*^  Wee  haue  therfore  thought  fitt  to  giue  you  this 
Order,  that  vnless  bee  wilbe  conformable  to  o'^  Gou^'nm*  you 
suffer  him  not  to  remaine  wthin  the  Limitts  of  o'^  graunt.^ 

Wee  take  notice  that  you  desire  to  haue  Frenchmen  sent 
you  that  might  be  experienced  in  making  of  Salt  h  plantinge 
of  Vynes.  Wee  haue  enquired  dilligently  for  such,  but  cannot 
meete  wth  any  of  that  nation.  Nevertheless,  God  hath  not 
left  vs  altogeather  vnprovyded  of  a  Man  able  to  vndertake  that 
worke,  for  that  wee  haue  entertained  Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  a 
man  comended  to  vs  as  well  for  his  honestie  as  skill  in  many 
things  very  vsefull ;  first,  bee  prfesseth  greac  skill  in  the  making 
of  Salt,  both  in  ponds  and  panns,  as  also  to  fynde  out  salt 
Springs  &£  Mynes;  secondly,  bee  is  well  scene  in  Mynes  k, 
Mineralls,  espetially  about  Iron  Ore  &  Iron  Workes  ;  Thirdly, 
hee  is  able  to  make  any  sort  of  fortyficacons ;  fourthly,  bee  is 

1  There  were  at  this  time  several  settlers  at  Massachusetts  Bay.  Samuel  Maver- 
ick, at  Noddle's  Island,  (East  Boston,)  a  courteous  and  hospitable  man,  but  opposed 
to  the  puritan  doctrines  ;  William  Blacksione,  at  Shawmut,  (Boston,)  an  Episcopal 
clergyman ;  David  Thompson,  and  a  few  others,  at  Thompson's  Island  and  the  coast 
adjacent ;  and  Thomas  Walford,  the  smith,  at  Mishawum,  (Charlestown,)  who  proba- 
bly held  his  land  originally  from  Robert  Gorges,  and  might  be  disposed  to  deny  the 
validity  of  the  patent  of  the  Massachusetts  Company.  Johnson's  Hist,  of  N.  E.; 
Frothing hrnn's  Charlestown. 

*  See  note  on  page  27. 
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A.D.  well  able  to  Surveigh  and  sett  forth  Lands.  Hee  hath  bin  a 
'  Travillo""  in  divers  foreaigne  parts  to  gaine  his  experience. 
Therfore  wee  pray  you  take  his  advice  touching  the  prmises, 
and  where  you  intend  to  sett  downe  in  to  fortyfie  &£  build  a 
Towne,  that  it  may  bee  qualified  for  good  Ayre  h  Water, 
according  to  yo''  first  Instruccons,  and  may  haue  as  much  natu- 
rall  helpe  as  may  bee,  wherby  it  may  wth  the  less  labor  and 
cost  be  made  fitt  to  resist  an  Enemie.  Soe  soone  as  you  haue 
made  tryall  of  his  sufficiencie,  wryte  vs  yo"^  opinion  how  long 
you  conceive  it  will  be  fitt  for  us  to  continue  him  in  our  ser- 
vice ;  for  that  he  is  tyed  to  serve  us  one  whole  yeare  abso- 
lutely, and  two  yeares  more  if  wee  should  giue  him  order  to 
stay  soe  long.  Soe  wee  hope  to  receve  yo""  advice  tyme 
enough  to  give  him  order  to  stay  out  full  3  yeares,  or  to  come 
home  at  the  end  of  one  yeare.  His  Salarie  costs  this  Compa- 
nie  a  great  some  of  mony,  besides  wch  (if  hee  remaine  wth  vs) 
the  transporting  of  his  wyfe,  and  building  him  a  house,  wilbe 
very  chargable ;  wch  wee  pray  you  take  into  yo'"  consideracon, 
that  soe  wee  may  continue  or  surcease  this  Charge  as  occasion 
shall  require.^ 

In  o"^  next  wee  intend  to  send  you  a  prticuler  of  such  as  are 
to  haue  land  allotted  h  set  out  vnto  them,  that  soe  you  may 
appoint  vnto  each  man  an  equall  prporcon  by  Lott,  according 
to  what  is  to  bee  allowed  in  the  first  devident ;  touching  wch 
wee  shall  then  giue  you  more  large  instruccons.  Meane  while, 
for  such  as  haue  sent  over  servants  and  Cattle  in  these  Shipps, 
and  for  such  as  haue  more  to  come  in  two  other  Shipps  wch 
wee  hope  wilbe  ready  to  sett  saile  wthin  ten  dayes,  o"^  desire  is, 
they  should  ether  bee  accomodated  at  Nahumkeeke,  or  in  the 
Mattachusetts  Bay,  or  in  both  places,  if  they  desire  it,  wth  all 
the  Convenyence  that  may  bee ;  and  for  such  grounds  as  shalbe 
allotted  vnto  them,  that  the  same  bee  conveyed  vnto  them,  if 
they  desire  it,  at  any  tyme  wthin  one  yeare  after  their  entring 
vpon  it,  and  to  bee  accompted  as  prt  of  their  first  devident. 
But  if  they  shall  dislike  it  at  any  tyme  before  a  gen'^all  distri- 
bucon  bee  made  by  lott  to  all  the  Adventurers,  then  they  may 

'  See  agreement  with  Graves,  ante,  page  20. 
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have  libtie  to  doe  it,  and  take  in  lieu  therof  as  by  lott  shall  fall    A.D. 
out  amongst  other  private  Adventurers.  ^*'^^* 

Wee  recomend  vnto  you  Sr.  Richard  Saltonstall  and  Mr. 
Isack  Johnson,  who  send  over  servants  and  Cattle  in  these 
Shipps,  desiring  you  will  take  care  for  their  prsent  accommo- 
dacon  as  aforesaid  ;  and  as  for  them,  soe  wee  may  not  omitt  to 
pray  you  likewise  to  giue  all  good  accomodacon  to  o'^  prsent 
Governo'',  Mr.  Matthew  Cradock,  who,  wth  some  prticuler 
brethren  of  o"^  Company,  have  deepely  engaged  themselues  in 
their  private  adventures  in  these  Shipps  h  those  to  come ;  and 
as  wee  hold  these  Men  that  thus  deepely  adventure  in  their 
private,  to  bee  (vnder  God)  spetiall  Instrum'*  for  the  advancing 
&  strengthning  of  o'^  Plantacon,  wch  is  done  by  them  wthout 
any  Charge  to  the  Companyes  gen''all  Stock,  wherin  notwth- 
standing,  they  are  as  deepe  or  deeper  engaged  then  any  other, 
soe  being  contented  to  bee  debarred  from  all  private  Trading 
in  furrs  for  3  yeares,  wee  doe  hold  it  very  requisite  in  all  other 
their  desires  to  giue  them  all  accomodacon  &  furtherance  that 
reasonably  may  be  prpounded  by  them,  or  any  for  them  ;  their 
good  beginings  in  the  infancie  of  o"^  Plantacon  worthylie  deserv- 
ing of  vs  all  favor  and  furtherance. 

Wee  haue  caused  a  Cornon  Scale  to  bee  made,  wch  wee 
send  by  Mr.  Sharpe. 

If  you  want  any  Swyne,  wee  haue  agreed  wth  those  of  New 
Plymouth  that  they  deliu'^  you  six  Sowes  wth  pigg,  for  wch  they 
are  to  bee  allowed  9  "^.  in  accompt  of  what  they  owe  vnto  Mr. 
GofFe,  deputie :  And  for  Goats,  wee  haue  bought  42  for  the 
gen'all  &;  prticuler  men's  accompts,  wch  shalbe  sent  you  by 
these  and  the  next  shipps,  or  at  least  wise  soe  many  of  them, 
as  they  can  convenyently  carrie. 

Wee  haue  followed  yo"^  advice,  and  sent  most  of  o""  Guns 
Snaphance,  bastard  muskett  bore  ;  and  wee  haue  also  sent 
store  of  Powder  &  Shott,  Grayne  for  Seede,  both  wheat.  Bar- 
ley, &  Rye,  in  the  Chaff,  &c.  As  for  fruit  Stones  and  Ker- 
nells,  the  tyme  of  the  yeare  fitts  not  to  send  them  now,  soe  wee 
purpose  to  doe  it  pr  o'^  next.  Tame  Turkyes  shalbe  now  sent 
you  if  may  bee,  if  not  pr  other  Shipps.     Wee  are  disappointed 
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A.D.    of  the  prvisions  ordered  to  haue  bin  sent  you  for  yo''selfe  and 
*   Mrs.  Endecote,  but,  God  willing,  they  shall  come  by  the  next. 

Wee  haue  made  o"^  servants  apparell  of  Cloth  h  Lether  ; 
wch  Lether  is  not  of  Oyle  Skins,  for  wee  found  them  over 
deere ;  yet  if  this  prve  not  prfittable,  vpon  yo''  second  advice 
wee  will  send  you  Oyle  Skins  ; 

For  such  of  o'^  Nation  as  sell  Munition,  Gunns,  or  other  fur- 
niture, to  arme  the  Indians  against  vs,  or  teach  them  the  vse  of 
Amies,  wee  would  haue  you  to  apprhend  them  and  send  them 
prison'"s  for  England,  where  they  will  not  escape  severe  punish- 
m',  being  expressly  against  the  Proclamacon. 

You  have  had  form"^  caution  giuen  you  to  take  heede  of 
beeing  too  secure  in  trusting  the  Indians,  wch  wee  againe 
Comend  to  yo''  Care ;  and  that  you  may  bee  the  better  able  to 
resist  both  fForaigne  Enemies  k,  the  Natives,  if  ether  should 
assaile  you,  wee  pray  you  lett  all  such  as  Hue  vnder  o''  Gou'^n- 
ment,  both  o""  servants  and  other  Planters  &i  their  servants,  bee 
exercised  in  the  vse  of  Armes,  and  certaine  tymes  appointed 
to  Muster  them ;  In  wch  business  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr.  Graues 
wilbe  assistant  to  you.  Mr.  Sharpe  is  by  vs  entertained  to  bee 
Mr.  Gunn"^  of  o"^  Ordnance ;  In  wch  service  bee  is  to  employ 
soe  much  of  his  tyme  as  the  charge  of  that  office  doth  require, 
and  in  the  rest  bee  is  to  follow  other  imploym'*  of  o''  Gou^'no'"^ 
&  others,  for  whose  employm'  hee  is  prticularly  sent  over. 

Inclosed  you  shall  receive  a  factory  of  such  prvision  of 
victuall  and  othe  necessaryes  as  wee  haue  sent  for  the  Gen^'all 
accompt,  to  wch  wee  referr  you,  nothing  doubting  but  you 
wilbe  a  prvident  Steward  to  husband  o''  prvisions  to  the  best 
advantage.  Wee  also  send  you  the  prticuler  names  of  such  as 
are  entertained  for  the  Company es  service ;  amongst  wch  wee 
hope  you  fynde  many  religious,  discreete,  &  well  ordered 
prsons,  wch  you  must  sett  over  the  rest,  devyding  them  into 
famylies,  placing  some  wth  the  Ministers,  and  others  vnder 
such  as  beeing  honest  Men,  (and  of  their  own  Calling  as  neere 
as  may  bee,)  may  haue  care  to  see  them  well  educated  in  their 
gen''all  Callings  as  Christians,  and  prticuler  according  to  their 
gen'"all  trades  or  fitness  in  disposicon  to  learne  a  trade.     And 
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wheras  amongst  such  a  nomber,  (notwthstanding  o''  Care  to  A.D. 
purge  them,)  there  may  still  remaine  some  libertines,  wee 
desire  you  to  bee  carefull  that  such,  (if  any  bee,)  may  bee 
forced,  by  inflicting  such  punishm*  as  their  offences  shall 
deserve,  wch  is  to  bee  (as  neere  as  may  bee)  according  to  the 
Lawes  of  this  Kingdome,  to  conforme  themselues  to  good 
Order;  wth  whom,  after  admonition  giuen,  if  they  amend  not, 
wee  pray  you  precede  wthout  partiallitie  to  punish  them  as 
the  nature  of  their  fault  shall  deserve  ;  and  the  like  course  you 
are  to  hold  both  wth  planters  &  their  servants ;  for  all  must 
Hue  vnder  Gou'"nm^  &;  a  like  lawe.  And  to  the  end  you  may 
not  doe  any  thing  contrarie  to  Lawe  nor  the  power  graunted 
vs  by  his  Ma'*  Lres  Patents,  wee  haue,  as  aforesaid,  sent  you 
the  duplicate  of  the  Ires  Patents  vnder  the  Great  Scale  of  Eng- 
land, ordering  and  requiring  you,  and  the  rest  of  the  Councell 
there,  not  to  doe  any  thinge,  ether  in  inflicting  punishm'  on 
Malefacto''*,  or  otherwise,  contrarie  to,  or  in  derogacon  of  the 
said  Ires  Pattents ;  but,  if  occasion  require,  wee  authorise  you 
and  them  to  prceede  according  to  the  power  you  haue. 
Nevertheless,  wee  desire,  (if  it  may  bee,)  that  Errors  may  bee 
reformed  wth  lenitie  or  mylde  Correccon  ;  and  if  any  prve 
incorrigable,  h  will  not  bee  reclaimed  by  gentle  correccon,  ship 
such  prsons  home  by  the  Lyon's  Whelpe,  rather  then  keep 
there  to  infect  or  to  bee  an  occasion  of  Scandal!  vnto  others ; 
wee  being  fully  prswaded  that  if  one  or  two  bee  soe  reshipped 
back,  and  certificate  sent  home  of  their  misdemeano'',  it  wilbe 
a  Terror  to  the  rest,  and  a  meanes  to  reduce  them  to  good 
conformitie.  And,  aboue  all,  wee  pray  you  bee  carefull  that 
there  bee  none  in  o^  prcincts  prmitted  to  doe  any  iniurie,  (in 
the  least  kinde,)  to  the  heathen  people ;  and  if  any  offend  in 
that  way  lett  them  receive  due  Correccon.  And  wee  hold  it 
fitting  you  publish  a  Proclamacon  to  that  effect,  by  leaving  it 
fixed  vnder  the  Companye's  Seale  in  some  eminent  place,  for 
all  to  take  notice,  at  such  tyme  as  both  the  heathen  themselues, 
as  well  as  o''  people,  may  take  notice  of  it.  And  for  the 
avoyding  of  the  hurt  that  may  follow  through  o""  much  familiar- 
itie  wth  the  Indians,  wee  conceive  it  fitt  that  they  bee  not 
12 
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A.D.    prmitted  to  come  to  yo"^  plantacon  but  at  certaine  tymes  and 

^  places  to  bee  appointed  them.     If  any  of  the  Saluages  prtend 

right  of  inheritance  to  all  or  any  prt  of  the  Lands  graunted  in 

o'^  Pattent,  wee  pray  you  endeavo''  to  prchase  their  Tytle,  that 

wee  may  avoyde  the  least  scruple  of  intrusion. 

Wee  haue,  in  the  form""  prt  of  o""  Ire,  Certyfyed  you  of  the 
good  hope  wee  haue  of  the  loue  and  vnanimus  agreem^  of  o'' 
JMinisters,  they  having  declared  themselues  to  vs  to  bee  of  one 
Judgment,  h  to  bee  fully  agreed  on  the  mann'^  how  to  exer- 
cise their  ministry  ;  wch  wee  hope  wilbe  by  them  accordingly 
prformed.  Yett,  because  it  is  often  found  that  some  busie 
prsons,  (led  more  by  their  will  then  any  good  warrant  out  of 
God's  word)  take  opportunitie  of  moving  needless  questions  to 
stirr  vp  strife,  and  by  that  meanes  to  begett  a  question,  and 
bring  men  to  declare  some  different  Judgm',  (most  comonly  in 
things  indifferent,)  from  wch  small  beginings  great  mischeifs 
haue  followed,  Wee  pray  you,  and  the  rest  of  the  Councell, 
that  if  any  such  disputes  shall  happen  among  you,  that  you 
suppress  them,  and  bee  carefull  to  maintaine  peace  and  vnitie. 
Wee  desire  you  to  take  notice  of  one  Lawrence  Leech, 
whom  we  haue  found  a  carefull  h  painfull  man,  and  wee 
doubt  not  but  bee  will  continue  his  dilligence  ;  lett  him  haue 
deserving  respect.  The  like  wee  say  of  Richard  Waterman, 
whose  cheife  employm'  wilbe  to  gett  you  good  venison. 

Wee  haue  sent  six  Shipwrights,  of  whom  Robert  Molton  is 
cheif.  These  Men's  entertainm'  is  very  chargable  to  vs  ;  and 
by  agreem^  it  is  to  bee  borne  two  thirds  at  the  Charge  of  the 
gen''all  Companie,  and  the  other  third  is  to  bee  borne  by  Mr. 
Cradock,  o''  Gou'"no'',  and  his  Assotiatts  interessed  in  a  private 
Stock.  Wee  hope  you  wilbe  carefull  to  see  them  soe 
employed  as  may  countervaile  the  Charge,  desiring  you  to 
agree  wth  Mr.  Sharpe  that  their  labo""  may  bee  employed  ?  for 
the  gen''all  Companie,  and  |  for  Mr.  Cradock  and  his  Assotiats  ; 
praying  you  to  accomodate  the  sd  Mr.  Cradock's  people  in 
all  fitting  mann'',  as  bee  doth  well  deserve. 

Such  Cattle,  both  Horss,  Mares,  Cowes,  Bulls,  and  Goates, 
as  are  shipped  by  Mr.  Cradock,  are  to  bee  devyded  in  equall 
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halfes  twixt  him  k,  the  Companie ;  wch  was  omitted  to  bee  A.D. 
done  heere  for  avoyding  partiahtie ;  soe  you  must  doe  it  ^^^^' 
equally  there. 

Wee  pray  you  to  bee  careful!  to  make  vs  what  returnes  you 
possibly  may,  the  better  to  enable  vs  to  send  out  a  fresh  sup- 
ply. Wee  hope  you  haue  converted  the  Comodities  you  car- 
ryed  wth  you  for  Truck  into  Beavo',  Otter,  or  other  ffurrs, 
wch  wee  pray  you  send  vs  by  y''  Talbot ;  as  also  any  other 
Comodities  you  haue  prvyded  in  readyness  against  the  Shipps 
coming  thither ;  but  pray  doe  not  detalne  her  any  longer  tyme 
to  Cutt  Tymber  or  any  other  gross  Ladinge,  for  shee  is  at 
150  "'.  a  Month  Charges,  wch  will  soon  eat  out  more  then  the 
goods  shee  should  stay  for  is  worth.  Wherfore,  pray  make 
what  expedicon  you  can  to  vnlade  her  goods,  and  to  put  such 
things  aboard  her  as  you  liaue  ready,  and  send  her  hetherward 
againe  as  soone  as  you  may. 

Wee  haue  sent  fiue  weigh  of  salt  in  the  Whelpe,  and  ten 
weigh  in  the  Talbot.  If  there  bee  any  shallopps  to  bee  had 
to  fish  wthall,  and  the  season  of  the  yeare  fitt,  pray  lett  the 
ffishermen,  (of  wch  wee  send  6  from  Dortchester,)  togeather 
wth  some  of  the  Shipps  Company,  endeavo"^  to  take  ffish,  and 
lett  it  bee  well  saued  with  the  said  Salt,  and  packed  vpp  in 
Hogsheads,  or  otherwise,  as  shalbe  thought  fitt,  and  send  it 
home  by  the  Talbott  or  Lyon's  Whelpe.  Now,  forasmuch  as 
the  Lyon's  Whelpe  belongeth  to  the  Companie,  you  may  (if 
there  bee  hope  to  doe  good  by  it)  keepe  her  there  some  tyme 
after  the  Talbott ;  but  vnless  it  bee  to  very  good  purpose,  doe 
not  detaine  her,  but  lett  her  come  home  in  Companie  of  the 
Talbott.  The  Georg  bonaventure  is  to  land  her  passingers,  h 
other  things  belonging  to  the  Gen''all  Companie  or  to  prticuler 
Men,  and  soe  sett  sayle  for  New  found  land  ;  and  wee  pray 
you  lett  it  be  yo''  care  to  dispatch  her  as  soone  as  may  bee. 

William  Ryall  and  Thomas  Brude,  Cooprs  and  Cleavors  of 
Tymber,  are  entertained  by  vs  in  halfes  wth  Mr.  Cradock  o'' 
Go'' ;  pray  ioyne  others  that  can  assist  them  vnto  them,  and 
lett  them  prvide  vs  some  Staves,  and  other  Tymber  of  all 
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•A-.D.   sorts,  to   bee  sent  vs  by  the  Talbott,  Whelpe,  or  the  other  2 
*    Shipps    that    come  after.      But    wee  pray    you  consider  the 
Charge  of  these  Shipps,  St  detaine  them  not  for  small  matters. 
Rather  vse  all  dilligence  to  send  them  away. 

If,  at  the  Arivall  of  this  Shipp,  Mr.  Endecott  should  bee 
deprted  this  lyfe,  (wch  God  forbidd,)  or  should  happen  to  dye 
before  the  other  Shipps  arrive,  wee  authorise  you,  Mr.  Skel- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Samuell  Sharpe,  to  take  care  of  o'^  afiaires,  and 
to  gou'"ne  the  People  according  to  Order,  vntill  further  Order. 
And  to  the  end  the  Saboth  may  bee  celebrated  in  a  religious 
mann'',  wee  appoint  that  all  that  inhabite  the  plantacon,  both 
for  the  gen'"all  and  prticuler  iraploym**,  may  surcease  their 
labo''  every  Satterday  throughout  the  yeare  at  3  of  the  Clock 
in  the  afternoone  ;  and  that  they  spend  the  rest  of  that  day  in 
Catichising  and  prparacon  for  the  Saboth,  as  the  Ministers 
shall  direct. 

If  it  shall  please  God  to  take  away  by  death  any  of  the  13 
that  shalbe  chosen  and  appointed  for  the  Councell,  (of  wch 
yo'^selfe  or  yo^  Successo'^  is  to  bee  one,)  in  such  case  the  then 
being  Gou^'no''  &  the  survyving  Councell  shall  from  tyme  to 
tyme  make  choice  of  one  or  more  to  supply  the  place  of  such 
as  shalbe  wanting  ;  and  that  there  may  noe  difference  arise 
about  the  appointing  of  one  to  bee  minister  wth  those  you  send 
to  inhabite  at  Mattachusetts  Bay,  wee  will  haue  you,  (in  case 
the  ministers  cannot  agree  amongst  themselues  who  shall  vnder- 
take  that  place,)  to  make  choice  of  one  of  the  three  by  lott ; 
and  on  whom  the  lott  shall  fall  bee  to  goe  wth  his  famylie  to 
prforme  that  worke. 

Wee  haue  advised  you  of  the  sending  of  Willm.  Ryall  and 
Thomas  Brude,  Cleavers  of  Tymber.  But  indeed  the  said 
Thomas  his  name  is  Brand,  k,  not  Norton  ^ ;  but  there  is  one 
Norton,  a  Carpenter,  whom  wee  pray  you  respect  as  hee  shall 
deserve. 

There  is  one  Richard  Ewstead,  a  Wheelewright,  who  was 
Comended   to  vs  by  Mr.  Davenport   for  a  very  able  man, 

»  (?)  Brude. 
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though  not  wthout  his  imprfecions.  Wee  pray  you  take  notice  ^^^^ 
of  him,  and  regard  him  as  hee  shall  well  deserve.  The  bene- 
fitt  of  his  labo"^  is  to  bee  |  for  the  gen'^all  Companie,  and  I  for 
Mr.  Cradock,  o''  Gou'^no'',  being  his  Charges  is  to  bee  borne 
according  to  that  prportion  ;  and  wthall  wee  pray  you  take 
care  that  their  charges  who  are  for  partable  employm^  whether 
in  halfes  or  thirds,  may  bee  equally  defrayed  by  such  as  are  to 
haue  benefitt  of  their  labo"^^,  according  to  each  prtyes  prporcon. 
Their  seu^'all  agreem'®,  or  the  Coppyes  therof,  shalbe  (if  God 
prmitt)  sent  you  by  the  next  Shipps. 

Wee  haue  entertained  Lambert  Wilson,  Chirurgion,  to 
remaine  wth  you  in  the  service  of  the  plantacon  ;  wth  whom 
wee  are  agreed  that  hee  shall  serve  this  Companie  and  the 
other  Planters  that  Hue  in  the  Plantacon,  for  3  yeares  ;  and  in 
that  time  apply  himselfe  to  cure  not  only  of  such  as  came  from 
hence  for  the  gen'^all  and  prticuler  accompts,  but  also  for  the 
Indians,  as  from  tyme  to  tyme  hee  shalbe  directed  by  yo'"selfe 
or  yo''  Successo''  &£  the  rest  of  the  Councell.  And  moreover 
hee  is  to  educate  h  instruct  in  his  Art  one  or  more  youths, 
such  as  you  and  the  said  Councell  shall  appoint,  that  may  bee 
helpfuU  to  him,  and,  if  occasion  serve,  succeed  him  in  the 
Plantacon  ;  wch  youth  or  youths  fitt  to  learne  that  prfession 
lett  bee  placed  wth  him  ;  of  wch  Mr.  Hugesson's  Sonne,  if  his 
father  approue  therof,  may  bee  one,  the  rather  because  hee 
hath  bin  trayned  vp  in  litterature  ;  but  if  not  hee  then  such 
other  as  you  shall  iudg  most  fittest,  &,c. 

The  21  of  Apr.  in  Grauesend. 
The  aforewritten  is,  for  the  most  prt,  the  Coppie  of  o''  ^P*"-  ^^• 
Gen'all  Ire,  sent  you  togeather  wth  o''  Pattent  vnder  the  Broad 
Scale,  and  the  Companye's  Seale  in  Siluer,  by  Mr.  Samuell 
Sharpe,  passinger  in  the  George,  who  wee  thinke  is  yett  ryding 
in  the  Hope ;  but,  by  meanes  of  Stormy  weather,  the  Talbot 
&  lyon's  Whelpe  are  yet  att  Black  Wall.  By  these  Shipps 
that  are  to  follow  wee  intend,  God  willing,  to  supply  both  in  o"" 
advice  and  in  o''  prvisions  what  is  wanting  now.     In  the  meane 
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A.D.  whyle  wee  pray  you  accomodate  business  wlh  yo'^  true  endeav- 
or for  the  Gen'all  good  in  the  best  and  discreetest  mann'"  that 
you  may. 

For  the  better  Accomodacon  of  businesses,  wee  haue  devy- 
ded  the  servants  belonging  to  the  Company  into  seu''all  famy- 
lies,  as  wee  desire  and  intend  they  should  liue  togeather  ;  a 
Coppy  wherof  wee  send  you  heere  inclosed,  that  you  may 
accordingly  appoint  each  man  his  Charge  and  dutie  ;  yett  it  is 
not  o""  intent  to  tye  you  soe  strictly  to  this  Direccon,  but  that, 
in  yo""  Discrecon,  as  you  shall  see  cause  from  tyme  to  tyme, 
you  may  alter  or  displace  any  as  you  shall  thinke  fitt.  O"^ 
earnest  desire  is  that  you  take  spetiall  care,  in  settlinge  these 
ffamilies,  that  the  cheife  in  the  familie  (at  least  some  of  them) 
bee  grounded  in  Religion ;  wherby  morning  and  Evening 
famylie  duties  may  bee  duly  prformed,  and  a  watchful!  eye 
held  over  all  in  each  familie  by  one  or  more  in  each  famylie  to 
bee  appointed  thereto,  that  soe  disorders  may  bee  prvented, 
and  ill  weeds  nipt  before  they  take  too  great  a  head.  It  wilbe 
a  business  worthy  yo""  best  endeavo""®  to  looke  vnto  this  in  the 
begining,  and  if  need  bee  to  make  some  exemplary  to  all  the 
rest ;  otherwise  yo"^  governm*  wilbe  esteemed  as  a  scar-Crowe. 
O""  desire  is  to  vse  lenitie  all  that  may  bee;  but,  in  case  of 
necessitie,  not  to  neglect  the  other,  knowing  that  Correccon  is 
ordained  for  the  ffoole's  back  ;  and  as  wee  intend  not  to  bee 
wanting  on  o''  parts  to  prvyde  all  things  needfuU  for  the  main- 
tenance and  sustenance  of  o''  servants,  soe  may  wee  iustly,  by 
the  lawes  of  God  and  Man,  require  obedyence  and  honest  Car- 
^  riage  from  them,  wth  fitting  labo'"  in  their  seu''all  ploym'* ; 
wherin  if  they  shalbe  wanting,  and  much  more  if  refractory, 
Care  must  bee  taken  to  punish  the  obstinate  and  disobedyent, 
being  as  necessary  as  food  and  raym'.  And  wee  hartely  pray 
you,  that  all  bee  kept  to  labo'",  as  the  only  meanes  to  reduce 
them  to  civill,  yea  a  godly  lyfe,  and  to  keepe  youth  from  fall- 
ing into  many  enormities,  wch  by  nature  wee  are  all  too  much 
enclyned  vnto.  God,  who  alone  is  able  and  powerfull,  enable 
you  to  this  great  worke,  and  graunt  that  o""  chiefest  Ayme  may 
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bee  his   bono''  and   Glory.     And  tbus  wisbing  you  all  happy   A.D. 

and  prsperous  success,  wee  end,  &  rest 

Yo""  assured  lo:  freinds,  the  Gou'^no'' 
&;  deputie  of  the  New  Engl:  Company 
for  a  plantacon  in  Mattachusetts  Bay. 

Through  many  businesses  wee  bad  almost  forgotten  to 
recomend  vnto  you  2  brethren  of  o"^  Comp.,  Mr.  John  h  Mr. 
Sam.  Browne,  who,  though  they  bee  noe  Adventurers  in  the 
gen'"all  Stock,  yett  are  they  men  wee  doe  much  respect,  being 
fully  prswaded  of  their  sincere  afFeccons  to  the  good  of  o""  Plan- 
tacon. The  one,  Mr.  John  Browne,  is  sworne  an  Assistant 
heere,  h  by  vs  chosen  one  of  the  Councell  there  ;  a  Man 
experienced  in  the  lawes  of  o""  Kingdome,  h  such  an  one  as 
wee  are  prswaded  will  worthylie  deserve  yo""  fauo""  and  further- 
ance, web  wee  desire  bee  may  haue,  and  that  in  the  first  devi- 
sion  of  lands  there  may  bee  allotted  to  ether  of  them  200 
Acres. 

Ifinde  Mr.  Oldham's  graunt  from  Mr.  Gorge  is  to  him  &, 
John  Dorrell,  for  all  the  lands  wthin  Mattachusetts  Bay 
betweene  Charles  River  and  Abousett  River,  Cont  in  lengt, 
by  a  streigth  lyne,  5  Myles  vp  the  said  Charles  River,  into 
the  maine  land  North  West  from  the  border  of  the  sd  Bay, 
including  all  Creekes  and  points  by  the  Way,  and  3  Myles  in 
length  from  the  mouth  of  the  foresaid  river  of  Abousett  vp 
into  the  maine  land,  vpon  a  streight  lyne  S.  W.,  including  all 
Creeks  and  points,  and  all  the  land  in  bredth  and  length 
betweene  the  foresaid  Rivers,  wth  all  p'"rogatives,  Ryall  Mynes 
excepted.  The  rent  reserved  is  12^.  on  every  100  Acres  of 
land  that  shalbe  vsed ;  Wm.  Blaxton,  Clerk,  and  Wm.  Jef- 
fryes,  gent,  authorised  to  put  John  Oldham  in  possession. 
Having  a  sight  of  his  graunt,  this  I  found ;  though  I  hold  it 
voyde  in  lawe,  yett,  his  clayme  being  to  this,  you  may  in  yo^ 
discrecon  prvent  him  by  causing  some  to  take  possession  of  the 
cheife  prt  therof. 


THE  COMPANY'S  SECOND  GENERAL  LETTER  OF  IN- 
STRUCTIONS TO  ENDICOTT  AND  HIS  COUNCIL. 

LoNDOX,  28  May,  1629. 

A.D.        After  o'^  harty  Comendacons  ;  o'^  last  vnto  you  was  of  the 
1629.  .  .  . 

May28.  ^"^'^  ^^^  '^^^^  Aprill,  sent  by  the  last  shipps,  viz.,  the   Geo. 

Bonaventure,  Thomas  Cox  Mr.,  who  sett  saile  from  th'  Isle  of 
Wight  the  4}^  of  this  Month,  and  seconded  by  the  Talbott, 
Thomas  Beecher,  Master,  h  the  Lyon's  Whelpe,  John  Gibbs, 
Mr.,  who  sett  saile  from  th'  isle  of  Wight  about  the  IP*^  of  this 
Month ;  wch  Ire  being  large  and  consisting  of  many  prticulers, 
hath  bin  confirmed  heere  ;  and  herewth  you  shall  receive  a 
Coppy  therof,  desiring  you  to  take  espetiall  care  of  the  prform- 
ance  and  putting  in  execucon  of  all  things  materiall  therein 
menconed,  and  prticulerly,  amongst  others,  that  point  concern- 
inge  publicacon  to  bee  made  that  noe  wrong  or  iniurie  bee 
ofFred  by  any  of  o""  People  to  the  Natiues  there.  To  wch  pur- 
pose wee  desire  you,  the  Gou'no'",  to  aduise  wth  the  Councell 
in  pening  of  an  effectual  edict,  vpon  poenalty  to  bee  inflicted 
vpon  such  as  shall  transgress  the  same  ;  wch  being  done,  o"^ 
desire  is  the  same  may  bee  published,  to  the  end  that  all  Men 
may  take  notice  therof,  as  also  that  you  send  a  Coppy  therof 
vnto  vs  by  the  next  returne  of  the  Shipps. 

Wee  haue,  sithence  o''  last,  and  according  as  wee  then 
advised,  at  a  full  and  ample  Court  assembled,  ellected  &> 
established  you,  Captaine  John  Endicott,  to  the  place  of  prsent 
Gou'no''  in  o''  Plantacon  there,  as  also  some  others  to  bee  of 
the  Councell  wth  you,  as  more  prticulerly  you  will  prceive  by 
an  Act  of  Court  herewth  sent,  confirmed  by  vs  at  a  Gen^'all 
Court,  and  Sealed  wth  o'  Comon  Scale  ;  to  wch  Act  wee 
referr  you,  desiring  you  all  punctually  to  observe  the  same,  and 
that  the  Oathes  ^  wee  herewth  send  you  (wch  haue  bin  heere 

1  See  pp.  40,  41. 
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penned  by  learned  Councell)  to  bee  adrninistred  to  each  of  you,  A.D. 
in  yo""  seu''all  places,  may  bee  adrninistred  in  such  mann''  & 
forme  as  in  &  by  o*"  said  Order  is  prticulerly  expressed  ;  and 
that  yo'"selues  do  frame  such  other  Oathes,  as  in  yo""  wisdomes 
you  shall  thinke  fitt  to  bee  adrninistred  to  yo"^  Secretary  or 
other  officers,  according  to  their  seu''all  places  respectively. 

Wee  haue  further  taken  into  o""  Consideracon  the  fittness 
and  convenyencie,  or  rather  a  necessitie,  of  making  a  devident 
of  Land,  and  allotting  a  prporcon  to  each  Adventurer,  &:  other- 
wise'; and  to  this  Purpose  haue  made  and  confirmed  an  Act,^ 
and  sealed  the  same  wth  o''  Comon  Scale,  to  the  prticulers 
wherof  wee  referr  you,  desiring  you  wth  all  convenyent  expe- 
dicon  to  put  the  same  in  execucon  ;  and  for  yo''  better  direc- 
con  in  the  Allottment,  wee  haue  herewth  sent  you  (as  by  o"" 
last  we  prmised)  a  list  of  all  the  seu''all  adventurers,^  and  of 
the  some  by  each  of  them  adventured,  desiring  that  vpon  the 
devydent  each  Adventurer  may  haue  his  allotm'  of  Land ;  as 
also  such  others  as  are  noe  Adventurers,  coming  in  prson  at 
their  owne  Charge,  and  the  servants  of  Aduenturers  sent  over 
to  reside  vpon  the  Plantacon,  may  haue  such  a  prporcon  of 
land  allotted  vnto  &  for  them  as  by  o"^  said  Order  is  appointed. 

And  wheras  diuers  of  the  Companie  are  desirous  to  haue  the 
lands  lye  togeather,  wee  holding  it  fitt  herein  to  giue  them  all 
accomodacon,  as  tending  to  the  furtherance  of  the  Plantacon, 
doe  pray  you  to  giue  way  thervnto  for  such  as  shall  desire  the 
same,  whether  it  bee  before  a  devident  bee  made  according  to 
o'"  direccon,  or  at  the  tyme  of  the  allotm'  to  observe  the  same 
course. 

You  shall  also  receive  herewth  the  Coppys  of  all  the  seu''all 
agreem'^  made  wth  the  servants  and  others  sent  over  in  the  3 
last  Shipps  for  accompt  of  the  Companie,  togeather  wth  their 

•  See  p.  41. 

*  A  list  of  the  names  of  adventurers,  in  May,  1628,  from  Mr.  Felt's  Annals  of 
Salem,  quoted  by  Dr.  Young  in  connection  with  this  passage,  should  not  be  mistake^ 
for  the  list  here  referred  to,  which  unfortunately  has  not  been  preserved.  There  are 
many  names  mentioned  in  the  Records,  previous  to  the  date  of  this  letter,  which  are 
not  in  that  list.  Among  others  those  of  Goffe,  the  two  Vassall's,  Coulson,  Davenport, 
Eaton,  &c.,  early  and  prominent  members  of  the  company  ;  and  ten  of  the  names  in 
the  list  have  not,  thus  far,  been  noticed  in  the  Records. 

13 


98  THE    company's   records. 

A.D.  seu'^all  names,  for  yo''  better  direccon  in  employing  them  in 
their  seu'^all  places  according  to  those  agreem^^ ;  as  also  the 
names  of  the  servants  of  such  prticuler  Members  of  the  Com- 
pany as  went  over  in  the  said  Sliipps  ;  desiring  you  that  a  due 
Register  bee  taken  and  kept  from  tyme  to  tyme  of  all  the 
prsons  fornf  ly  sent  over,  or  that  shall  hereafter  come  to  the 
Plantacon,  both  of  the  names,  &;  qualitie,  and  age,  of  each 
prticuler  prson,  &  for  or  by  whom  they  are  sent  over.^ 

Wee  send  you  also  herewth  a  prticuler  of  all  the  Goods  and 
Cattle  sent  in  those  forenamed  Shipps,  as  also  of  what  goods, 
Cattle,  or  other  prvisions,  wee  now  send  vpon  these  3  Shipps, 
viz..  The  Mayflower,  of  Yarmouth,  Willm.  Peirse  Mr.,  The 
fower  Sisters,  of  London,  Roger  Harman  Mr.,  The  Pilgrim, 
of  London,  Willm.  Wollridge  Mr.  ;  ^  amongst  wch  wee  haue 
remembred  you,  the  Gou'^no''  there,  wth  certaine  necessaries 
prmised  by  o^  last ;  and  if  in  ought  wee  haue  bin  now  want- 
inge,  wee  shall  vpon  notice  from  you  see  the  same  supplyed 
by  o''  next. 

Wheras  in  o'^  last  wee  advised  you  to  make  Composicon  wth 
such  of  the  Saluages  as  did  prtend  any  Tytle,  or  lay  clayme 
to  any  of  the  land  wthin  the  Teretoryes  graunted  to  vs  by  his 
Ma^\  Charter,  wee  pray  you  now  bee  careful!  to  discover  &t 
finde  out  all  such  p'tendors,  and  by  advice  of  the  Councell 
there  to  make  such  reasonable  composicon  wth  them  as  may 
free  vs  and  yo''selues  from  any  scruple  of  intrusion;  and  to  this 
purpose,  if  it  might  bee  convenyently  done,  to  compound  & 
conclude  wth  them  all,  or  as  many  as  you  can  at  one  tyme, 
not  doubting  but  by  yo'"  discreet  Ordering  of  this  business,  the 
Natiues  wilbe  willing  to  treat  &  compound  wth  you  vpon  very 
easie  Conditions. 

Wee  pray  you,  as  soone  as  these  Shipps  are  discharged,  to 
cause  a  prticuler  to  bee  taken,  and  sent  vs  at  their  returne  for 
England,  of  the  names  of  all  such  prsons  as  come  vpon  them  to 
remaine  in  the  Country ;  as  also  a  note  of  the  Cattle  and  all 
mann'^  of  Goods  of  what  kinde  soever  landed  out  of  them,  wth 
the  Seu'^all  Marks,  and  names  of  the  Owners  therof.     The  like 

'  These  papers  are  not  known  to  be  preserved. 
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wherof  wee  desire  to  receive  from  you  of  the  form''  3  Shipps,   A.D. 
viz..  The  George,  Talbott,  h  Lyon's  Whelpe  ;    to  the  end 
wee   may  compare   the  same  wth   the   Invoyces   heere,   and 
receive  fraight,  if  any  bee  omitted. 

The  Charge  wee  are  at  in  sendinfj  over  servants  for  the 
Company  is  very  great,  the  recompense  wherof  (vnder  God) 
depends  vpon  their  labo'^  and  endeavors  ;  and  therefore  o'^ 
desire  is  that  you  appoint  a  Carefull  and  dilligent  overseer  to 
each  famihe,  who  is  to  see  each  prson  employed  in  the  busi- 
ness hee  or  they  are  appointed  for.  And  to  the  end  both 
yo''selues  there  and  Wee  heere  may  from  tyrae  to  tyme  haue 
notice  how  they  employ  their  tyme,  wee  haue  sent  you  divers 
pap''  bookes,  wch  wee  pray  you  to  distribute  to  the  said  Over- 
seers, who  are  to  keepe  a  prfect  Register  of  the  dayly  workc 
done  by  each  prson  in  each  familie ;  a  Coppy  wherof  wee 
pray  you  send  vnto  vs  once  every  halfe  yeare,  or  as  often  as 
convenyently  you  may.  But  if  you  conceive  that  the  said 
Register  may  bee  too  much  to  wryte  prticulerly  every  day, 
wee  desire  that  a  Sumary  may  bee  taken  therof,  at  the  least 
evry  weeke,  registred  in  the  booke  kept  for  that  familie,  and 
at  each  week's  end  the  same  to  bee  examined  h  subscribed  by 
two,  three,  or  fower  such  discreet  prsons  as  you  shall  thinke 
fitt  to  appoint  for  that  purpose. 

And  for  the  better  gou'"ning  and  Ordering  of  o-  People, 
espetiallie  such  as  shalbe  negligent  and  remiss  in  prformance  of 
their  dutyes,  or  otherwise  exorbitant,  o''  desire  is,  that  a  house 
of  Correccon  bee  erected  and  set  vpp,  both  for  the  punishm'  of 
such  ofFendo^'s,  and  to  deterr  others  by  their  example  from  such  , 

irregular  Courses. 

Richard  Claydon,  a  wheelwright,  recomended  vnto  vs  by 
Dr.  Wells  to  bee  both  a  good  and  painfull  workman,  and  of  an 
Orderly  lyfe  and  conversacon,  o'^  desire  is,  that  vpon  all  occa- 
sions hee  may  haue  yo''  furtherance  and  good  accomodacon,  as 
you  shall  finde  him  by  his  endeavo'"s  to  deserve ;  to  whom,  as 
to  all  others  of  fitness  h  Judgm',  lett  some  of  o"^  servants  bee 
Comitted,  to  bee  instructed  by  him  or  them  in  their  seu''all 
Arts,  &c. 
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A.D.        There  is  also  one  Richard  Haward  and  Richard  Inkersall, 
'   both  bedfordshire  men,  hyred  for  the  Company  wth  their  fam- 
yhes,  who  wee  pray   you   may    bee  well    accomodated,    not 
doubting  but  they  will  well  &  Orderly  demeane  themselues. 

O"^  Gou'^no'",  Mr.  Cradock,  hath  entertained  2  Gardno'^%  one 
of  wch  bee  is  content  the  Company  shall  haue  vse  of,  if  neede 
bee,  and  wee  desire  that  Barnabie  Claydon,  a  Wheelwright, 
may  serve  Mr.  Sharpe  for  o'^  said  Gou''no''  heere,  or  some  other 
prson  in  lieu  of  him,  that  may  giue  him  content. 

Some  things  wee  are  desired  by  Mr.  Whyte,  the  Minister, 
to  recomend  vnto  yo''  care,  viz.  That  you  would  shew  all 
lawfuU  fauo"^  and  respect  vnto  the  Planters  that  came  over  in 
the  Lyon's  Whelpe  out  of  the  Countyes  of  Dorsett  and  Som'^- 
sett ;  That  you  would  appoint  vnto  Wilham  Dodg,  a  skilfull 
and  painfull  Husbandman,  the  Charge  of  a  Teame  of  Horses  ; 
To  appoint  Hugh  Tillie  and  William  Eedes  for  servants  to  S^ 
Richard  Saltonstall ;  to  giue  approbacon  and  furtherance  to 
Francis  Webb  in  setting  vpp  his  saw  Mill ;  and  to  take  notice 
that  all  other  prsons  sent  over  by  Mr.  Whyte  are  servants  to 
the  Company,  whatsoever  hee  hath  written  to  the  contrary,  this 
being  now  his  owne  desire. 

The  Charge  of  these  3  Shipps  now  sent,  though  every  man 
that  hath  any  private  adventure  in  them  is  to  pay  for  his  prtic- 
uler,  yett  the  hazard  of  prfitt  and  loss  by  the  fraighting  of 
them  all,  and  Men's  wages  and  victuall,  wth  victuall  for  the 
Passengers,  is  to  be  borne  |  by  the  Companye's  gen'^all  Stock, 
&  i  by  the  Gou''no'"  and  his  prtners  their  private  Stock  ;  soe  is 
also  the  ffishing  to  bee  returned  by  them,  as  the  Salt  sent  in 
them  is.  Wherfore  wee  pray  you,  when  yo""  Shipps  are  dis- 
charged, if  any  surplus  shalbe  in  victualls  that  they  can  spare, 
as  also  of  other  prvisions  that  was  prvided  for  the  passingers 
accomodacon,  lett  the  same  bee  equally  devyded,  i  to  the 
Gou'^no'"  there  for  the  Company,  th'  other  halfe  to  Mr.  Samuell 
Sharpe  for  the  vse  of  Mr.  Cradock,  o'  Gou'"no'",  and  his  prtners. 
All  prvisions  for  the  fishing  at  Sea  is  here  equallie  borne  in 
halfes  ;  soe  are  all  the  prvisions  for  shipping  of  all  the  Cattle 
in  these  3  shipps  ;  and  accordingly  wee  desire  the  deales  & 
Cask  may  be  devyded  there. 
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The  prvisions  for  building  of  Shipps,  as  Pitch,  Tarr,  Rozen,  A.D. 
Okum,  old  ropes  for  Okum,  Cordage,  &  Saylcoth,  in  all  these 
Shipps,  wth  9  fFerkins  and  5  halfe  barrells  of  Nayles  in  the 
4  Sisters,  are  §  for  the  Company  in  gen''all,  and  J  for  the 
Gou'^no'',  Mr.  Cradock,  and  his  prtners;  as  is  also  Charge  of 
one  Georg  Farr,  now  sent  over  to  the  six  Shipwrights  form'^ly 
sent.  O"^  desire  is  a  Storehouse  may  be  made  aprt  for  the 
prvisions  of  the  Shipwrights  and  their  Tooles,  wherof  Robert 
Moulton  to  haue  the  cheife  Charge,  and  an  Inventory  to  bee 
sent  vs  of  all  the  Tooles,  the  new  by  themselues  and  the  old 
by  themselues,  that  are  sent  over  for  the  vse  of  the  sd  Ship- 
wrights, or  any  of  them,  in  these  and  the  form''  shipps ;  In  like 
mann'"  of  all  prvisions  any  way  concerning  Shipping  ;  to  the 
end  wee  may  heere  examine  &,  fynde  that  the  Company  may 
bee  duly  charged  wth  their  §  prts  of  the  Charge,  &  noe  more, 
and  the  Gou'"no'^  likewise  and  his  prtners  wth  §  prt,  and  noe 
more ;  and  o'^  desire  is,  that  these  Men  bee  kept  at  worke 
togeather,  adding  to  their  helpe  such  of  the  Companye's  ser- 
vants as  you  shall  fynde  needfull,  St  prportionably  |  as  many 
of  Mr.  Cradock's,  wch  course  wee  hold  most  equall ;  and  that 
accordingly  as  any  vessells  bee  built,  first  that  both  prtyes  may 
bee  accomodated  for  the  prsent  occasion ;  but  soe  soone  as  3 
Shallops  shalbe  finished,  two  of  them  to  bee  sett  out  for  the 
Companie,  by  lott,  or  as  you  shall  agree  there  to  make  an 
equall  devision,  and  one  for  o''  Gou''no''  h  his  prtners  ;  wth 
whose  Agent,  Mr.  Sharpe,  if  you  shall  thinke  fitt  to  agree  vpon 
equall  tearmes,  ether  in  thirds  or  halfes,  to  fish  togeather, 
when  you  shall  haue  vessells  fitting,  or  for  setting  any  other 
designe  forward  that  may  conduce  to  the  good  of  all  prtyes, 
the  charge  to  bee  borne  indifferently  by  each  party  prportion- 
ably, wee  leave  to  yo^  care  and  good  discrecons,  desiring  and 
hartely  praying,  that  loue  and  vnitie  may  bee  continued  wthout 
any  hartburninge.  And  as  o''  Gou''no''  hath  engaged  himselfe 
beyond  all  expectacon  in  this  business,  not  only  in  his  prticu- 
ler,  but  by  great  somes  disbursed  for  the  gen^^all,  to  supply  the 
wants  therof,  soe  o"^  desire  is,  that  you  endeavo'  to  giue  all  fur- 
therance &  freindly  accomodacon  to  his  Agents  &  Servants 
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A-.D.    there,  not  doubting  butt  you  shall  fynde  them  likewise  ready  to 
'   accomodate  the  Company  in  what  they  may,  the  Comp.  stand- 
ing in  neede  of  y''  helpe. 

The  Cattle  now  and  form'^ly  sent  haue  bin  all  prvyded  by 
the  Gou'"no'',  excepting  3  Mares  that  came  out  of  Lecestershire ; 
but  aswell  those  as  all  the  rest  are  agreed  vpon  to  bee  shipt, 
the  one  halfe  at  the  Charge  and  vpon  the  adventure  of  the 
gen''all  Company,  the  other  |  for  the  Gou''no'^  and  his  prtners. 
And  because  all  occasions  shalbe  avoyded  of  iust  excepcons  in 
their  devision,  It  is  agreed  the  devision  shalbe  made  after  the 
arrival  there ;  that  soe  whatsoever  it  shall  please  God  to  send 
thither  in  safety,  a  devision  may  bee  then  made  therof  by  Lott, 
or  in  such  equall  mann''  as  you,  the  Gou'"no'^  there,  and  Mr. 
Sharpe,  shall  hold  to  be  indifferent ;  and  in  case  Mr.  Samuell 
Sharpe  should  be  sick  or  absent,  the  Gou''no''s  desire  is,  that 
Henry  Haughton  supply  his  place  herein,  h  in  other  his  occa- 
sions there. 

And  as  in  o''  form'',  soe  now  againe  wee  espetially  desire  you 
to  take  care  that  noe  Tobacco  bee  planted  by  any  of  the  New 
Planters  vnder  yo''  Gou'"nm*,  vnless  it  bee  some  small  quantitie 
for  meere  necessitie,  and  for  Phisick,  for  prservacon  of  their 
healths ;  and  that  the  same  bee  taken  privately  by  auntient 
Men  and  none  other ;  and  to  make  a  gen'^all  restraint  therof, 
as  much  as  in  you  is,  by  prswading  the  old  Planters  to  employ 
themselues  in  other  business,  according  to  o''  example,  and  not 
to  prmitt  that  any  Tobacco  bee  laden  there  vpon  o'^  Shipps. 

Since  th'  aboue  written,  wee  haue,  vpon  further  considera- 
con,  resolued  that  the  charge  of  the  six  fishermen  sent  over  in 
the  Lyon's  Whelpe,  and  3  more  now  sent  by  o"^  Gou'"no'', 
should  bee  borne,  §  by  the  Gen^'all  Company,  and  I  by  Mr. 
Cradock  Sz  prtners ;  the  like  for  Salt  &  other  necessaryes  for 
ffishing.  In  consideracon  wherof,  and  for  that  they  will  haue 
a  like  Interest  in  the  Shallops,  o'^  desire  is,  that  the  benefitt  of 
their  labo'^%  both  in  ffishinge  k,  otherwise,  (the  Trade  of  Bea- 
vo''  excepted,  in  wch,  if  you  vse  any  of  these  fishermen  as 
Seamen,  you  must  recompence  their  Labo'^s  by  other  men  to 
supply  their  place,)  bee  equally  devyded,  |  for  th'  use  of  the 
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Gen'"all  Company,  and  §  for  o''  Gou'"no%  Mr.  Cradock,  k.  prt-   A.D. 
ners,  prportionably ;  and  for  such  others  as  are  to  bee  assisting     *^~  * 
to  these  men  in  the  fSshing,  you  are  to  appoint  §  of  them  to 
bee  of  the  gen'"all  Companye's  servants,  h  ^  of  the  servants  of 
Mr.  Cradock  and  his  prtners  accordingly. 

The  Charge  of  the  fraight  of  these  3  Shipps,  their  Men, 
victualls,  &;c.,  will  stand  vs  in  about  2400  "\,  and  their  fraight 
outward  will  nothing  neere  countervaile  that  Charge.  Wher- 
fore  wee  pray  you  to  ease  it  what  you  may  by  sending  vs 
returnes  in  ffish  or  other  Lading ;  and  wee  desire  you  to  giue 
them  all  expedicon,  for  otherwise  their  monthly  pay,  being 
about  400  ^''.  pr  month  for  these  3  Shipps,  will  soone  swallow 
vp  the  gaines  wee  shall  make  of  any  thinge  they  may  bring 
home  from  thence. 

Wee  haue  now  sent  by  these  3  Shipps  29  waigh  of  Salt, 
viz.,  11  weigh  in  the  May  flower,  15  in  the  fower  Sisters,  and 
3  waigh  in  the  Pilgrim,  togeather  wth  lynes,  hookes,  knives, 
bootes,  &  Barrells,  necessary  for  ffishinge ;  desiring  o''  Men  may 
bee  employed,  ether  in  Harbor  or  vpon  the  Banke,  to  make 
vse  iherof  for  lading  o''  Shipps  ;  wherin  wee  desire  you  to  con- 
ferr  and  aduise  wth  Mr.  Peirce,  who  hath  form''ly  fished  there. 
And  if  you  send  the  Shipps  to  fish  at  the  Banck,  &;  expect 
them  not  to  returne  againe  to  the  Plantacon,  that  then  you 
send  o'  Barke,  that  is  already  built  in  the  Country,  to  bring 
back  o'^  fSshermen,  and  such  prvisions  as  they  had  for  fishing, 
viz.,  of  Salt,  if  any  remainder  bee,  as  also  of  Hookes,  Lynes, 
knives,  bootes,  and  Barrells,  wch  to  them  wilbe  of  noe  vse, 
their  fishing  being  ended,  but  may  bee  of  vse  to  you  vpon  all 
occasions. 

And  as  wee  haue  hereby  desired  that  a  Storehouse  bee 
built  for  the  Shipwrights  h  their  prvisions,  &i  an  inventory 
kept  therof,  soe  wee  desire  likewise  that  the  same  course  bee 
observed  for  the  ffishermen,  and  an  inventory  bee  duly  kept  of 
all  the  prvisions  &i  implem'*  for  fishinge,  and  a  Coppy  therof  to 
bee  sent  vnto  vs  ;  and  that  such  a  carefull  person  bee  appointed 
to  take  care  h  charge  therof,  to  prserve  the  same  from  loss  h 
spoyle,  as  you  in  yo""  discrecons  shall  thinke  fitt ;  wch  wee 


104  THE  company's  RECORDS. 

A.D.  pray  you  take  into  yo''  espetiall  care  k,  consideracon ;  And 
^^'^^'  soe  to  order  this  h  other  business,  by  distributing  the  care 
therof  to  seu'^all  prsons,  that  the  burthen  bee  not  too  heavy  to 
any  prticuler,  and  soe  the  business  itselfe  suffer.  And  this 
care  wee  desire  may  bee  taken,  for  that  wee  know  not  how 
soone  wee  may  resolue  of  some  other  devision. 

Thomas  Beard,  a  Shoemaker,  and  Isack  Rickman,  being 
both  recomended  to  vs  by  Mr.  Symon  Whetcombe,  to  receive 
their  dyett  h  house  roome  at  the  Charge  of  the  Companie, 
wee  haue  agreed  they  shalbe  wth  you  the  Gou''no'',  or  placed 
elsewhere  as  you  shall  thinke  good,  and  receive  from  you  or 
by  yo"^  appointm'  their  dyett  &  lodging  ;  for  wch  they  are  to 
pay,  each  of  them,  after  the  rate  of  10  '^.  pr  ann.  And  wee 
desire  to  receive  a  Certificate  vnder  the  hand  of  whomsoever 
they  shalbe  soe  dyetted  h  lodged  wth,  how  long  tyme  they 
haue  remained  wth  them,  in  case  they  shall  otherwise  dispose 
of  themselues  before  the  yeare  bee  expired,  or  at  least  wise  at 
the  end  of  each  yeare,  to  the  end  wee  may  heere  receive  pay- 
m*  according  to  the  sd  agreem^  The  said  Tho.  Beard  hath 
in  the  Shipp  the  May  flower  divers  Hydes,  both  for  Soles  and 
vppr  leathers,  wch  bee  intends  to  make  vpp  in  bootes  and 
shooes  there  in  the  Country.  Wee  pray  you  let  Mr.  Peirce, 
the  Mr.  of  the  said  Shipp,  viewe  the  said  leather,  h  estimate 
what  tonnage  the  same  may  import ;  That  soe  the  said  Beard 
may  ether  pay  vnto  you  there  after  the  rate  of  4  ^^.  pr  Tonn 
for  fraight  of  the  same  —  the  like  for  his  dyett,  if  there  bee  occa- 
sion to  vse  any  of  his  Comodities  —  or  otherwise  vpon  yo' 
advice  wee  may  receive  it  of  Mr.  Whetcombe,  who  hath 
prmised  to  see  the  same  discharged.  Wee  desire  also  the  said 
Tho.  Beard  may  haue  50  Acres  of  land  allotted  to  him  as  one 
that  transports  himselfe  at  his  owne  charge.  But  as  well  for 
him  as  all  others  that  shall  haue  land  allotted  to  them  in  that 
kinde,  and  are  noe  Adventurers  in  the  Comon  Stock,  wch  is  to 
support  the  Charge  of  ffortyficacons,  as  also  for  the  Ministrie, 
&  divers  other  affaires,  wee  hold  it  fitt  that  these  kinde  of 
Men,  as  also  such  as  shall  come  to  inheritt  lands  by  their  ser- 
vice, should,  by  way  of  acknowledgm'  to  such  from  whom  they 
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receive  these  Lands,  become  lyable  to  the  prformance  of  some    A.D. 
service  certaine  dayes  in  the  yeare,  and  by  that  service  they    ^*^~^* 
and  their  posteritie  after  them  to  hold  and  inherite  these  lands  ; 
wch  wilbe  a  good  meanes  to  enioy  their  lands  from  being  held 
in    Capite,    and    to    support   the    Plantacon    in    gen'^all    and 
prticuler. 

Wee  may  not  omitt,  out  of  o'  zeale  for  the  gen' all  good, 
once  more  to  putt  you  in  mynde  to  bee  very  circumspect  in 
the  infancie  of  the  plantacon  to  settle  some  good  Orders  wherby 
all  prsons  resident  vpon  o''  Plantacon  may  apply  themselues  to 
one  calling  or  other,  and  noe  idle  Drone  bee  prmitted  to  Hue 
amongst  vs  ;  wch,  if  you  take  care  now  at  the  first  to  estab- 
lish, wilbe  an  vndoubted  meanes  through  God's  Assistance  to 
prvent  a  world  of  disorders  and  many  greuious  Sinns  &; 
sin[ners.] 

The  Course  we  haue  prscribed  for  keeping  a  dayly  register 
in  each  familie  of  what  is  done  by  all  and  every  prson  in  the 
famylie,  wilbe  a  great  helpe  h  remembrance  to  you,  and  to 
future  posteritie,  for  the  vpholding  and  continuance  of  this 
good  Act,  if  once  well  begun  and  selled  ;  wch  wee  hartely 
wish  &  desire  as  aforesaid. 

And  as  wee  desire  all  should  liue  in  some  honest  Calling 
and  prfession,  soe  wee  pray  you  to  be  vnpartiall  in  the  Admin- 
istracon  of  Justice,  and  endeavo""  that  noe  man  whatsoever, 
freeman  or  servant  to  any,  may  haue  iust  cause  of  Complaint 
herein.  And  for  that  it  cannot  bee  avoyded  but  offences 
wilbe  given,  wee  hartely  pray  you  to  admitt  of  all  Complaints 
that  shalbe  made  to  you,  or  any  of  you  that  are  of  the  Coun- 
cell,  bee  the  Comp'^  never  soe  meane,  and  pass  it  not  sleightly 
over,  but  seriously  examine  the  truth  of  the  business  ;  and  if 
you  fynde  there  was  iust  cause  for  the  Complaint,  endeavo''  to 
right  the  oppressed  in  the  best  mann""  you  can.  But  howso- 
ever, take  some  strict  course  to  pruent  the  like,  and  such  as 
are  by  vs  put  in  authoritie  as  subordinate  Gou'"no's  of  fFamylies, 
if  they  shall  abuse  any  vnder  their  gou'^nm',  and  after  a  gentle 
admonicon  doe  not  reforme  it,  fail  not  speedylie  to  remove 
them,  as  men  more  fitt  to  bee  gou''ned  then  to  gou'^ne  others, 
14 
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A.D.  and  place  more  fitt  and  sufficient  Men  in  their  stead.  But  if 
'  you  fynde  any  compP  to  be  made  without  iust  cause  giuen,  let 
not  such  a  fault  escape  wthout  severe  punishm',  and  that 
forthwth,  and  in  publique,  wherby  to  teryfie  all  others  from 
daring  to  complaine  against  any  that  shalbe  sett  over  them 
wthout  a  iust  cause.  Wee  pray  you  to  take  this  earnestly  to 
hart,  and  neglect  not  the  due  execucon  therof  vpon  plaintiff  or 
defendant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence.  It  wilbe  a 
meanes,  through  God's  mercy,  of  prventing  many  inconven- 
yencies  and  disorders,  that  otherwise  will  vndoubtedly  befall 
you  and  the  whole  gou'"nm^  there. 

And  amongst  other  Sinns  wee  pray  you  make  some  good 
Lawes  for  the  punishing  of  Swearers,  whervnto  it  is  to  bee 
feared  too  many  are  adicted  that  are  servants  sent  overformMy 
and  now.  These  and  other  abuses  wee  pray  you  who  are  in 
authoritie  to  endeavor  seriously  to  reforme,  if  ever  you  expect 
comfort,  or  a  blessing  from  God  vpon  o''  Plantacon. 

We  haue  discharged  divers  servants  heere  that  wee  had 
entertained,  and  bin  at  great  charges  wth  some  of  them,  yett 
fearing  their  ill  lyfe  might  bee  priudiciall  to  the  Plantacon, 
wee  rather  thought  fitt  to  dismiss  them  and  loose  o"'  Charges 
then  to  burthen  the  Plantacon  wth  them.  Amongst  others  in 
like  mann""  dismissed  by  the  Gou''nor,  2  of  the  3  ffishermen  of 
his  fomi'ly  menconed  are  gone.  Wee  doubt  not  but  God  will 
in  due  tyme  prvyde  vs  sufficiently  wth  honest  and  able  ser- 
vants, and  wee  hope  these  sent  wilbe  conformable  to  good 
Gou'nm^,  wch  if  they  doe  willingly  and  cheerefuUy,  wilbe  the 
greater  Comfort  to  you  and  vs  ;  if  otherwise  we  doubt  not  but 
you  in  yo''  good  discrecons  will  know  how  to  prceede  wth 
such.  Wherin,  and  in  all  things  els  you  goe  about,  wee 
beseech  the  Almighty  soe  to  direct  you,  as  that  God  alone  may 
haue  the  glory,  and  you  and  wee  Comfort  heere  teniprally, 
and  hereafter  prpetually. 

Wee  pray  you  to  take  notice,  that  in  these  and  the  form'" 
shipps  ther  is  shipped  in  Cattle,  and  other  prvisions,  according 
to  prticuler  Invoyces  heere  inclosed ;  but  whether  all  things 
bee  incerted  in  the  same  Invoyces  wee  make  doubt,  and  ther- 
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fore  pray  you  to  bee  carefull,  a  due  Register  bee  kept  of  all    A.D. 
putt  ashore.  *■  * 

Wee  pray  you  endeavor,  though  there  bee  much  strong 
waters  sent  for  Sale,  yett  soe  to  Order  it  as  that  the  Saluages 
may  not  for  o""  lucre  sake  bee  induced  to  the  excessive  vse  or 
rather  abuse  of  it  ;  and  at  any  hand  take  care  o""  people  give 
noe  ill  example ;  and  if  any  shall  exceede  in  that  inordinate 
kinde  of  drinking  as  to  become  drunck,  wee  hope  you  will 
take  care  his  punishm^  bee  made  exemplary  for  all  others. 
Lett  the  lawes  bee  first  published  to  forbidd  these  disorders, 
and  all  others  you  feare  may  growe  vp,  wherby  they  may  not 
prtend  ignorance  of  the  one,  nor  pruiledg  to  offend  ;  and  then 
feare  not  to  putt  good  lawes,  made  vpon  good  ground  and 
warrant,  in  due  execucon.  And  soe  recomending  you  and  all 
yo""  affaires  to  the  prteccon  of  the  almighty,  wee  conclude, 
and  rest, 

YoS  he. 

Grauesend,  3  June,  1629. 

To  the  Worp":  or  very  loving  freinds,  Capt. 
Jo.  Endecotf,  Esq'.,  Gou^no"',  flr.  Higgenson, 
Samuell  Skelton,  fir.  Bright,  Jo.  &  Sam. 
Browne.  Sam.  Sharpe,  Tho.  Graues,  &  the 
rest  of  the  Counceil  for  London's  Plantacon 
in  the  Mattaehusetts  Bay,  in 
New  England. 
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